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By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Almost 100 students from 
Andrews University and 
Youth Build descended on 
Benton Harbor Friday, 
cleaning up the city’s parks 
and residential streets.

“We believe we are at an 
age where we can make a 
change,” said Tara Thona, 
19, an Andrews sophomore. 
“We don’t have money, but 
we do have our time and 
our hands and feet.”

She said she is part of an 
unoffi cial student group 
that looks for ways to serve 
the community.

“We have a ton of stu-
dents who just really want 
to get out into the commu-
nity and help,” said Emily 
Carlson, assistant director 
of activities and involve-
ment at the university.

The university students 
cleaned up residential 
streets in the city through 
the Benton Harbor Down-
town Development Author-
ity.

“We’re feeling pretty 

good about the downtown 
area, so we’re branching out 
to the residential areas,” 
said Benton Harbor DDA 
President Bryan Tutton. 
“It’s not just about the 
downtown. The city is the 
city.”

The Youth Build stu-
dents from the Bridge 
Academy at Kinexus 
cleaned the parks through 
the Benton Harbor Parks 
and Recreation Conser-
vancy. 

“We want to beautify the 

parks and have the kids give 
back to their community 
through community service 
projects,” said Larry Jack-
son, construction trainer 
manager at Youth Build.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Clean 
team

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Campus shootings will 
never be completely pre-
ventable.

But steps can be taken to 
lessen the likelihood and 
prepare for the unthink-
able.

Area community college 
offi cials say they are doing 
that, though there are phil-
osophical differences in 
strategy.

“It’s an area we’re paying 
attention to, and we’re re-
fi ning our processes and 
procedures,” said Robert 
Harrison, president of Lake 
Michigan College in Ben-
ton Township. “And we’re 

urging people to express 
their concerns to appropri-
ate authorities.”

LMC’s plan includes a 
system by which students 
and staff can anonymously 
report concerns about an-
other person’s behavior or 
demeanor. 

“We have a process in 
place in which we can then 
talk to that individual. The 
idea is to defuse a situa-
tion,” Harrison said.

Many colleges and uni-
versities beefed up their se-
curity plans in 2007 after a 
student at Virginia Tech in 
Blacksburg, Va., shot and 
killed 32 students, faculty 
and staff. 

The Oct. 1 killing of nine 
people at Umpqua Com-
munity College in Rose-
burg, Ore., has again 
brought the issue of cam-
pus shootings to the fore-
front.

Southwestern Michigan 

College Presi-
dent David Mathews 
said offi cials there have 
worked for years to 
beef up security.

“We’ve been seriously 
consumed with this since 
Columbine,” Mathews said. 

In 1999, two students 
killed 12 students and a 
teacher before killing them-
selves at Columbine High 
School in Littleton, Colo. 
Shootings in the years since 
Columbine have included 
the killing of 20 children 
and six adults in 2012 at 
Sandy Hook Elementary in 
Newtown, Conn., and the 
campus killings in 2007 and 
this year.

“I do think our college 
clearly has taken a different 
psychological approach 

from Ore-
g o n , ” 
Mathews 
s a i d . 
“They had a very public 
discussion and had been 
very vocal about being a 
gun-free campus and hav-
ing only unarmed security. 
That strikes me as foolish.”

LMC and SMC both 
have contracted security 
guards patrolling their cam-
puses, and also have area 
police on hand for special 
events that draw crowds. 

The security guards at 

SMC are armed, while 
those patrolling LMC are 
not armed. 

The debate about wheth-
er to have armed security at 
college campuses continues 
nationwide.

“Some of the larger 
schools in more urban areas 
have armed personnel who 
are certifi ed offi cers in a po-
lice force,” Harrison said. 
“LMC has a good safety re-
cord and we work closely 
with local law enforcement 
who regularly patrol our 
Napier campus and partner 
with us to perform drills at 
all college sites.”

Harrison said LMC’s 
board has not talked re-
cently about whether to em-
ploy armed security guards.

“It’s never been thought 
necessary and other public 
institutions in our region 
such as schools and health 
care facilities have not set 
that precedent,” he said. 

“We regularly send staff to 
public safety trainings in 
order to stay up-to-date on 
best practices.”

He said research has not 
proven that having fi rearms 
on campus helps to reduce 
potential crime.

Mathews’ chief of staff at 
SMC is Tom Atkinson, for-
mer Dowagiac police chief. 
The person in charge of 
student conduct is retired 
Cass County Sheriff’s De-
partment Capt. Lyndon 
Parrish, and SMC’s coordi-
nator of security is a reserve 
police offi cer.

Harrison said LMC also 
works closely with police.

“We have a number of 
emergency plans and we 
work very closely with Ber-
rien County Emergency 
Preparedness,” he said. “We 
have drills with local law en-
forcement, including active 
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By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Several bicycles dropped 
off Wednesday as dona-
tions to Cycle-Re-Cycle in 
Benton Harbor were stolen 
before volunteers could 

bring them into the shop.
Volunteer John Steves of 

St. Joseph said volunteers 
saw about fi ve bikes when 
they went into to the shop 
Wednesday, but by the time 
they went back outside to 
get them, they were gone.

He said they learned the 
bicycles were donated by 
the Benton Harbor Public 
Safety Department after 
listening to a telephone 

Stealing from 
a charity
Thieves snatch 
bicycles police 
donate to nonprofit

HP STAFF

STEVENSVILLE — A 
fi re in a Lincoln Township 
house was kept under con-
trol until fi refi ghters ar-
rived by a “sprinkler ef-
fect” that happened when 
a copper water line failed 
due to intense heat.

Fire Chief  Ron Burkett 

said the water leaking from 
the pipe helped control the 
fi re, which was contained 
to one room.

Firefi ghters were called 
at about 10 a.m. to a house 
at 4209 Browning Drive 
owned by Tyson and An-
drea Lemon. They were 
not home at the time and 
the fi re was discovered by a 
relative who had stopped 
by the house, Burkett said.

When the fi re depart-
ment arrived, heavy smoke 

was coming from the base-
ment and other fi re depart-
ments were called to assist. 
Helping at the scene were 
Lincoln Township police, 
Bridgman Fire Depart-
ment with a rapid inter-
vention team, Royalton 
Township, Baroda and St. 
Joseph Township fi re de-
partments, Medic 1 and 
Lake Township Fire De-
partment.

The fi re started in a me-
chanical room next to a 

bedroom in the basement, 
Burkett said. Contents 
from another room had 
been moved into the me-
chanical room while re-
pairs were being made, 
and some combustible 
material was too close to 
the lower burner area of 
the water heater, causing 
it to ignite.

Damage is estimated at 
$25,000 and the house is 
insured, Burkett said.

No one was injured.

House fire creates its own end
Lincoln Twp. blaze 
melts water line

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Andrews University sophomore Tara Thona picks up trash Friday along Summit Street in Benton 
Harbor. She was one of 56 students from the university who volunteered to help clean residential 
areas in the city through the Benton Harbor Downtown Development Authority. Youth Build stu-
dents from Bridge Academy through Kinexus cleaned up several parks through the Benton Harbor 
Parks and Recreation Conservancy.

Volunteers descend 
on Benton Harbor 
playgrounds, streets

By SUSAN HAIGH
Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — 
The ubiquitous handi-
capped symbol that marks 
parking spaces, building 
entrances and restrooms 
around the world is getting 
an update, a moderniza-
tion that emphasizes ability 
rather than disability.

What started as a street 
art project has grown into 
offi cial acceptance. Yet, the 
restyled logo has been re-
jected by some who favor 
the familiar rigid stick-fi g-
ure design, which has be-
come one of the most rec-
ognizable in the world over 
the past 40 years.

Adoption of the new, 
modernized International 
Symbol of Accessibility – 
which depicts a fi gure lean-
ing forward in a wheelchair 
– has been piecemeal:

New York adopted it last 
year, and Connecticut 
could soon become the 
second state to do so. Oth-

er cities around the coun-
try including Phoenix and 
El Paso, Texas, are also on 
board.

But the Federal Highway 
Administration rejected re-
quests to allow “alternative 
dynamic designs” for traf-
fi c signs and pavement 
markings. And the Inter-
national Organization for 
Standardization has ar-
gued against the new de-
sign, citing the universal 
recognition of the original 
one.

“On the face of it, it 
seems like a really positive 
step to take,” said Eliza-
beth Guffey, a professor of 
art and design history at 
State University of New 
York at Purchase. “When 
you start thinking about it 
more fully, it brings up 
more questions.”

Guffey, who is disabled 
and writing a book on the 
symbol’s history, said 
there’s been a backlash in 

Handicapped 
symbol update 
faces problems

See BICYCLES, page A8

See SYMBOL, page A8

Bridgman 34
Brandywine 26
Buchanan 21
Berrien Springs 19
St. Joseph 45
Battle Creek Lakeview 21
Kalamazoo Central 33
Benton Harbor 18

Lakeshore 35
Mattawan 14
Watervliet 53
Decatur 12
Lawton 52
Coloma 16
New Buffalo 24
Lake Michigan Catholic 0

High school scores
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .61º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .42º
Record High . . . . . . 85º in 1963
Record Low . . . . . . 24º in 1991
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.12"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.68"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 28.80"
Normal year to date . . . . 29.62"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:01 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 12:11 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:15 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a 30% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
48º, humidity of 56%. Northwest 
wind 5 to 10 mph. Expect partly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 38º. Northwest 
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, northwest winds 10 to 20 kt. Waves 3 to 5 ft occasionally to 
7 ft subsiding to 2 to 4 ft. Water temperature 48 degrees. Tonight, 
northwest winds 10 to 20 kt. Waves 2 to 4 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Sunday

Sunny
53º / 39º

Monday

Sunny
63º / 50º

Tuesday

Partly Cloudy
67º / 50º

Wednesday

Partly Cloudy
64º / 49º

Today

Few Showers
48º

Tonight

Partly Cloudy
38º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see partly cloudy to cloudy skies with scattered rain and 
snow, highs in the 40s. Northwest wind 15 mph. Sunday, skies will be 
mostly sunny to partly cloudy with highs in the 40s.

Skies will be mostly sunny to partly cloudy today with isolated showers, 
highs in the 40s. West northwest wind 5 to 11 mph. Expect sunny 
skies Sunday with highs in the 40s and 50s. 

What is the average 
diameter of the eye of a 
hurricane? ?

Answer: 14 miles.

First
10/20

Full
10/27

Last
11/3

New
11/11

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 53
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Oct. 17, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

Benton Township will see one 
area business expand and anoth-
er new business join the commu-
nity if the Michigan Department 
of Commerce approves their 
loan applications. The township 
board Tuesday night approved 
Economic Development Imple-
mentation loan applications to 
the state on behalf of Dr. Karen 
Clister, who wants to expand her 
dental practice, and on behalf of 
James Stokes, who plans to open 
a Popeye’s Chicken at the Or-
chard Mall. The township also 
approved an application to the 
state for a loan to complete de-
velopment of Starlite Drive.

35 years ago – 1980
Irving “Bud” Talbot, pharma-

cist and part owner of Talbot 

Drug Store in Benton Harbor, was 
elected Grand High Priest of the 
Royal Arch Masons at the group’s 
Annual Convocation in Flint ear-
lier this month. Grand High Priest 
is the highest post in Michigan for 
Royal Arch Masons.

Dowagiac City Attorney Her-
bert Phillipson was elected 1980-
81 president of the Michigan As-
sociation of Municipal Attorneys 
at that organization’s recent an-
nual meeting in Kalamazoo.

50 years ago – 1965
Donald R. Barden, a promi-

nent fruit grower in southwest-
ern Michigan, was elected chair-
man of the Michigan Agriculture 
Commission Tuesday in Lan-
sing. He succeeds Edward Wright 
of Saginaw as the head of the 
governing body for the state De-
partment of Agriculture.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Saturday, October 
17, the 290th day of 2015. There 
are 75 days left in the year. 

Highlight in History:
On October 17, 1915, play-

wright Arthur Miller, author of 
“Death of a Salesman” and 
“The Crucible,” was born in 
New York. 

On this date:
In 1777, British forces under 

Gen. John Burgoyne surren-
dered to American troops in 
Saratoga, New York, in a turn-
ing point of the Revolutionary 
War.

In 1919, Radio Corp. of 
America was chartered.

In 1933, Albert Einstein ar-
rived in the United States as a 

refugee from Nazi Germany.
In 1956, the all-star movie 

“Around the World in 80 Days,” 
produced by Michael Todd, had 
its world premiere in New York.

In 1979, Mother Teresa of In-
dia was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

In 1989, an earthquake mea-
suring 7.1 on the Richter scale 
struck northern California, kill-
ing 63 people and causing $6 bil-
lion worth of damage.

In 1995, President Bill Clinton 
told wealthy contributors at a 
Houston fund-raiser that “you 
think I raised your taxes too 
much. It might surprise you to 
know that I think I raised them 
too much, too” – a statement 
that drew criticism from both 
Republicans and Democrats.

message.
“We appreciate the do-

nation, but we can’t even 
report them as stolen be-
cause we don’t know the 
color or size (of the bicy-
cles),” he said.

Steves said this isn’t the 
first time bicycles have 
been stolen before volun-
teers can retrieve them. He 
said people who donate bi-
cycles should try to drop 
them off when the shop is 
open. He said they aren’t 
open very many hours be-

cause it is run by volun-
teers.

Winter hours are 5-8 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days.

“We take bikes that are 
donated to us and we re-
furbish them and do what-
ever they need so mechani-
cally, they’re like new,” he 
said.

He said they sell bicycles 
at a fraction of what they 
would have cost new. In ad-
dition, he said the nonprof-
it has an Earn-A-Bike pro-
gram, where youth aged 10 
to 18 and some adults can 

learn how to maintain a bi-
cycle and do a few minor 
repairs. He said it takes 
about 24 hours of volun-
teer time for a youth to 
earn a bicycle.

“Our mission is keeping 
bikes out of the landfill and 
getting bikes to people who 
need them,” he said. “... We 
really love working with 
the kids.”

More information can be 
found on the shop’s Face-
book page, on its web page 
at sites.google.com/site/cy-
clerecycleswmrev/ or by 
calling 985-3509.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

BICYCLES
From page A1

shooter situations, and all 
staff and students have in-
structions on what to do.”

The college also has staff  
members who have been 
through Community Emer-
gency Response Team 
(CERT) training. People 
who are CERT trained can 
help police and emergency 
responders in disaster situ-
ations.

In addition, Harrison 
said LMC years ago imple-
mented an emergency alert 
system that can simultane-
ously send messages to cell 
phones, computers and 
home phones of students 
and staff. 

In addition, the college 
has security cameras 
throughout the campus 
and emergency call boxes 
in parking lots. 

Like LMC, SMC has a 
system by which anyone 
concerned about someone 
else’s behavior can report it 
to a behavioral interven-
tion team that will investi-
gate.

“The idea is to try to pre-
vent these cases where there 
were warning signs in ad-
vance,” Mathews said. 

Both he and Harrison 
said they understand that 
nothing will guarantee a 
campus shooting won’t 
happen.

“But we’ve built the 
ability for a rapid, armed 
response,” Mathews said. 
“Nothing will completely 
prevent the possibility of 
someone doing harm. A 
college campus is a re-
flection of  society at 
large, whether it’s domes-
tic violence that over-
flows in, or other sorts 
of  psychological things. 
But you need to have a 

reaction time so quick 
that minimal damage can 
be done.”

Mathews said the SMC 
staff believes it has a re-
sponsibility to students, 
their parents, and the com-
munity.

“We need to do every-
thing reasonable to make 
this a safe environment and 
part of that is addressing 
the unpleasant fact that 
there are people in society 
who will do the unthink-
able,” he said.

“There are people on dif-
ferent sides of what the 
right response to that is. I 
continue to be amazed at 
how many colleges and 
universities still have their 
head in the sand so to 
speak, and have not put in 
place armed security. I am 
personally astounded at 
that.”

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

SHOOTINGS
From page A1

the United Kingdom, where 
some view the revamp as 
American political correct-
ness. Meanwhile, some 
countries have a reputation 
for misusing the original 
symbol, placing them in lo-
cations that are not handi-
capped accessible.

“As a disabled person, 
the actual image matters 
much less to me than the 
use of  it. It’s not being used 
fully or right, right now,” 
Guffey said.

Some disability rights 
activists believe the new 
symbol implies prejudice 
toward people with serious 
disabilities.

“The old symbol leaves 
everything up to the imagi-
nation,” said Cathy Lud-
lum, a Connecticut disabil-
ity rights activist who has a 
neuromuscular disorder 
and controls her motorized 
wheelchair by using three 
fingers. “The new symbol 
seems to say that indepen-
dence has everything to do 
with the body, which it 
isn’t. Independence is who 
you are inside.”

One of  the artists who 
designed the new symbol, 
Sara Hendren, said that 
kind of  independence is 
“precisely what we want 
this thing to represent.”

Hendren, an assistant 
professor of  design at Olin 
College of  Engineering in 
Needham, Massachusetts, 
said she felt people were 
underestimating her son, 
who has Down syndrome 
and does not use a wheel-
chair. She believes the re-
designed icon could change 
attitudes and, ultimately, 
prompt more funding and 
better programs.

“I want it to stand for 
much larger efforts, to im-
prove material conditions,” 

she said.
Danish graphic artist Su-

sanne Koefoed designed 
the now well-known logo 
of  a stick figure sitting in a 
wheelchair in 1968. The 
symbol was later revamped, 
with a head added to the 
body, and designated an in-
ternational symbol of  dis-
ability by the United Na-
tions in 1974.

The Swiss-based IOS, 
the world’s largest devel-
oper of  voluntary interna-
tional standards, has said it 
makes sense to keep the 
well-known international 
symbol given the growth in 
international trade, travel 
and tourism.

Lawmakers in Connecti-
cut are expected to take up 
legislation next year that 
changes the logo and re-
moves the word “handi-
capped,” replacing it with 
“reserved.” To keep costs 
low, new signs would only 
be required for new con-
struction or when a sign is 
replaced.

Jon Slifka, Gov. Dannel 
P. Malloy’s disability com-
munity liaison, said the 
Democratic governor 
would sign the bill.

“I think this is just an-
other step in the evolution 
of  disability awareness or 
disability action, where the 
disability community 
doesn’t want to be looked 
at in just one certain way,” 
said Slifka, who uses a 
wheelchair.

Various groups already 
have embraced the idea. 
Health insurance giant 
Cigna, based in Bloom-
field, repainted parking 
spaces at its offices across 
the country with the up-
dated symbol. It also do-
nated materials to other 
entities wanting to do the 
same.

Stephen Morris, execu-
tive director of  the Arc of 
Farmington Valley in Can-
ton, recently started an on-
line petition supporting the 
change in Connecticut. 
He’s heard from advocacy 
organizations as far away 
as California.

“While I think the mes-
sage and the movement is a 
national movement, the ef-
fort has to begin state-by-
state,” Morris said. “We 
really are hoping that this 
is going to be like a domino 
effect.”

SYMBOL
From page A1

Bill Sikes / AP

A modernized handicapped sign is affixed to a door at the The 
Mall at Millenia in Orlando, Fla., earlier this month. Advocates 
want to replace the familiar image of a stick figure in a wheel-
chair with this action-oriented logo to emphasize ability, not 
disability.

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
A federal judge has chosen 
for now not to force Texas 
health officials to change 
their stance in denying birth 
certificates to immigrant 
families with U.S- born chil-
dren, saying that the families 
raised “grave concerns” but 
more evidence is needed, ac-
cording to a ruling issued 
Friday.

U.S. District Judge Robert 
Pitman in Austin denied an 
emergency injunction on be-
half of immigrant families 
seeking birth certificates for 

their children after the De-
partment of State Health 
Services refused to recognize 
as valid certain forms of 
identification. 

The families’ lawyers had 
asked for the judge to inter-
vene, saying that the chil-
dren’s right to health care, 
travel, and schooling--along 
with parental rights--are be-
ing harmed.  

Pitman called the argu-
ments of the families “heart-
felt, compelling and persua-
sive,” but said that this was 
“not enough without sub-

stantiating evidence to carry 
the burden necessary to 
grant relief,” according to 
the ruling.

At issue is the acceptance 
of identification cards–
known as matriculas consul-
ares–issued by Mexican con-
sulates to citizens living and 
working in the United States. 
Lawyers for the families con-
tend that prior to 2013 they 
were able to present these 
document, as well as foreign 
passports without U.S. visas 
in them, and obtain birth 
certificates in Texas.

Judge: Texas may deny birth 
certificates to immigrants’ kids

By GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Ne-
braska’s death penalty will 
stay on the books until 
voters decide next year 
whether to keep it, the 
state’s top election official 
announced Friday.

Secretary of State John 
Gale said death penalty 
supporters have gathered 
enough valid signatures to 
prevent a law repealing 
capital punishment from 
going into effect until the 
November 2016 election.

Nebraska lawmakers 
abolished the death penal-
ty in May, prompting a pe-
tition drive for a ballot 
measure to overturn their 
decision. The issue had al-
ready qualified for the bal-

lot, but Friday’s announce-
ment confirms that the 
petition drive also suc-
ceeded in postponing the 
repeal.

The group Nebraskans 
for the Death Penalty said 
it plans to begin a “Repeal 
the Repeal” campaign urg-
ing voters to keep capital 
punishment. Campaign 
leaders will “work to en-
sure that Nebraska voters 
have their voice heard on 
this important criminal 
justice issue,” spokesman 
Chris Peterson said.

A spokesman for the 
anti-death penalty Nebras-
kans for Public Safety said 
his group will continue its 
outreach efforts to voters.

“Nebraska voters will 
have the same opportunity 
the Legislature did to have 

a thoughtful discussion on 
whether to bring back a 
failed system that hasn’t 
been used in nearly two de-
cades, is not a deterrent, 
and is a waste of taxpayer 
dollars,” spokesman Dan 
Parsons said.

Death penalty oppo-
nents also have filed two 
lawsuits challenging the 
ballot measure. One law-
suit alleges the measure is 
invalid because Gov. Pete 
Ricketts should have been 
listed as a sponsor of the 
$900,000 petition drive.

Campaign filings showed 
Ricketts, a Republican 
who supports capital pun-
ishment, donated $200,000 
to Nebraskans for the 
Death Penalty after law-
makers overrode his veto 
of the repeal.

Death penalty repeal officially 
on hold until 2016 election


