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Amara Mavrakis led Bridgman to a district volleyball title 
this season.

ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT
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Detroit’s Josh Bynes celebrates after Green Bay failed to convert a two-point conversion during the second half of Sunday’s 
game. 

Bears rout Rams with big plays
By R.B. FALLSTROM
AP Sports Writer

ST. LOUIS — Zach Mill-
er used the video board in 
the north end zone to chart 
a path through the St. Louis 

Rams defense. It 
was especially 
helpful when he 
had just one 
more man to 
beat.

The Chicago 
Bears tight end with the 
11.6-yard career average per 
reception got a rare chance 
to show off his speed and 
elusive qualities on an 87-
yard score that was one of 
two plays St. Louis coach 
Jeff Fisher called “back-
breakers” in a 37-13 victory 
on Sunday.

“I did not want to get 
caught,” Miller said. “I’d be 
getting clowned by every-

body if  I got caught.”
Cornerback Trumaine 

Johnson was bearing down 
on Miller just past midfi eld. 
But Miller noticed and 

swerved at the St. Louis 45, 
leaving Johnson grabbing 
nothing but air.

Miller caught a second 
touchdown pass, and Jere-

my Langford also had two 
TDs for Chicago.

Jay Cutler added a 26-
yard scramble, the quarter-
back’s longest since 2009, 
for Chicago. He could have 
had had more had he not 
made a safety-fi rst slide in 
the third quarter, but said it 
wasn’t because he’d spotted 
defenders bearing down on 
him, joking, “I’m not that 
talented.”

The 87-yarder was the 
longest receiving TD by a 
Bears tight end since Wil-
lard Dewveall had a 
91-yarder in 1960 against 
the 49ers, according to 
STATS. It was the longest 
receiving TD by any tight 
end since Heath Miller’s 
87-yarder in 2006 for Pitts-
burgh against the Dol-
phins.

Lions win at Lambeau

By GENARO C. ARMAS
AP Sports Writer

GREEN BAY, Wis. — 
Matthew Stafford couldn’t 
bear to watch with his team 

on the verge of 
another heart-
breaking mo-
ment.

Instead, the 
Detroit Lions 
held on for a 

signature win in the unlike-
liest of places.

Stafford threw for two 
touchdowns, and Detroit 
stopped a 24-game road 
losing streak against the 
Green Bay Packers with an 
18-16 victory Sunday de-
spite a late blunder by Cal-
vin Johnson.

“I bet nobody gave us a 
chance, but that’s the way 
we like it,” Stafford said. 

Mason Crosby missed a 

52-yard fi eld goal as time 
expired after the Packers re-
covered an onside kick that 
was mishandled by Johnson 
with about 31 seconds left.

Detroit (2-7) had stopped 
Green Bay on a 2-point 
conversion attempt after 
Aaron Rodgers hit Justin 
Perillo for an 11-yard touch-
down pass on the previous 
drive. Backup cornerback 
Crezdon Butler, signed from 
the practice squad on Fri-
day, stuck a hand in front 
of Davante Adams to break 
up the conversion try.

A nervous Stafford said 
he couldn’t watch that play. 
He threw for 242 yards for 
the league-worst Lions, an 
organization that had been 
reeling following the mid-
season fi rings of the team 
president and general man-
ager.

“We don’t really care who 

gives us a chance, because 
we feel good about our-
selves in that locker room 
and we know what we’re 
about,” Stafford said.

The Packers (6-3) lost 
their third straight game, 
but this was a new low after 
their two previous defeats 
came on the road to Super 
Bowl contenders Denver 
and Carolina.

“We dropped one today 
that we felt we had a very 
good opportunity to win,” 
coach Mike McCarthy 
said. 

A sluggish game fi lled 
with three-and-outs turned 
into a thriller in the fourth 
quarter.

The Lions barely held on 
for their fi rst road win 
against Green Bay since 
1991. Matt Prater missed 
two extra points, but also 
hit fi eld goals from 49 and 

51 yards.
“To be able to come in 

here and get a win is pretty 
special,” coach Jim Caldwell 
said.

Rodgers was 35 of 61 for 
333 yards, but wasn’t at his 
best. Receivers including 
Randall Cobb and Adams 
had a few drops.

Green Bay fi nally got into 
the end zone when Rodgers 
found tight end Richard 
Rodgers for a 4-yard touch-
down pass with 5:55 left.

Lance Moore’s 4-yard 
touchdown reception in-
creased Detroit’s lead to 18-
10, and the Lions held off  
the Packers following Peril-
lo’s score. 

It has been a precipitous 
decline for a quick-strike 
offense that was once the 
envy of the NFL. 

Detroit hangs on for first road win over Green Bay since 1991

Detroit

18
Green Bay

16

Amara Mavrakis:
A special senior volleyball season
By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

It was an outstanding 
season for the Bridgman 
girls volleyball team. After 
fi nishing below .500 a sea-
son ago, the Bees fi nished 
this season with a record 
of 31-14-6 and won a Class 
C District title.

The season was extra 
special for senior outside 
hitter Amara Mavrakis, 
who has played varsity 
volleyball all four years of 
high school.

“This season was the 
best season out of all four 
years,” Mavrakis said.” We 
won more games this year 
than in any year that I’ve 
played and we fi nally are 
district champs! It only 
took four years to get there, 
but it was so much fun.”

After being used as both 
a setter and an outside hit-
ter each of the last two 
seasons, Mavrakis played 
the outside and back row 
as a hitter for the Bees this 
season and responded by 
leading them in aces and 
kills and was second on 
the team in digs.

Mavrakis also plays bas-
ketball and softball at 
Bridgman, and this spring 
will also be joining the 
girls’ soccer team.

Outside of sports, Mav-
rakis also was part of the 
Miss Bridgman pageant 
this fall, and on Saturday, 
she was named Miss Con-
geniality.

Mavrakis will be attend-
ing Lake Michigan Col-
lege next fall to begin her 
studies toward a career as 
an ultrasound technician. 
In school she carries a 3.4 
GPA.

Mavrakis is the daugh-
ter of Dale and Susan 
Morrow.

What’s your favorite part 
of playing volleyball? It’s 
defi nitely being with the 
team. I’ve had a great year 
with them. Out of all four 

years, this was the best 
year by far. It’s just like be-
ing with a group of girls 
that I love.

What was your favorite 
memory of playing volley-
ball at Bridgman? Defi nite-
ly winning districts this 
year. After we won dis-
tricts it was the best feeling 
ever. Everyone fi lled the 
fl oor and cheered us on 
and screamed. We rode the 
bus back from Eau Claire 
and we had sirens going 
and everything back to the 
high school.

What, to you, is the dif-
ference between playing an 
outside hitter and a setter? 
The biggest difference for 
me is the excitement. I get 
way more excited hitting 
outside. The adrenaline 
rush after I get a kill is 
amazing. As a setter, you’re 
setting the hitter and all 
the excitement goes to-
wards the hitter than to 
you. It’s more fun to be a 
hitter than a setter.

What got you interested 
in the Miss Bridgman pag-
eant? My brother’s girl-
friend Jackie Carranza is 
the reigning Miss Bridg-
man. She always talked to 
me about how cool it was, 
how much fun it was, how 
the court was so much fun 
and that they all got along. 
I thought ‘this sounds re-
ally cool’ and I really 
wanted to do it. I went to 
the meeting and every-
thing and said ‘yeah, I’m 
going to do this.’ The 
group is fi ve guys and fi ve 
girls and we all get along, 
we all know each other be-
cause we’re all seniors at 
Bridgman so it’s so much 
fun.

What inspired you to be-
come an ultrasound techni-
cian? My older cousin 
Kayla is a nurse and I want 
to be in the medical fi eld. I 
was doing research one 
day when I came across 
this and it sounded super 
cool.

The Herald-Palladium’s Athlete Spotlight, sponsored by Whirlpool Corp., will 
appear weekly on Monday in The HP Sports section during the school year. 
Athletes are chosen by HP staff members. Suggestions for Athlete Spotlight 
are welcome. Email suggestions to sports@TheHP.com. Athletes are limited 
to one selection per school year.

Jeff Gordon prepares for final goodbye next weekend
By GEORGE DIAZ
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)

AVONDALE, Ariz. — 
Jeff Gordon keeps playing 
with a larger pile of house 
money.

He began his last NA-
SCAR season with no wor-
ries, knowing that he is a 

fi rst-ballot NASCAR Hall 
of Famer even if  he stunk it 
up in 2015.

He hasn’t. Anything but. 
He will fi nish the season 
with a good shot at his fi fth 
Cup title.

As the rains came down 
Sunday in the desert at 
Phoenix International 

Raceway, forcing a pro-
longed rain delay for the 
Quicken Loans Race for 
Heroes 500, Gordon was 

the only driver who had no 
worries playing the Chase 
waiting game.

Locked into this coming 
weekend’s title race in 
Homestead-Miami thanks 
to his victory at Martins-
ville two weekends ago, 
Gordon is ready to go.

“Right now we are all 

about team building and 
momentum and confi -
dence,” he said. “Even 
though there’s very little 
that we learn here this week-
end — the tires are com-
pletely different, the track is 
completely different, the 
surface is completely differ-
ent — it’s still an important 

race.
“This track really 

throughout my whole ca-
reer has been one that I’ve 
been consistent at. I’ve nev-
er been great here until that 
last race before they repaved 
it. It’s a very fun, exciting, 

Tom Gannam / AP

Chicago tight end Zach Miller catches a 2-yard touchdown pass 
as St. Louis linebacker Daren Bates defends during the second 
quarter of Sunday’s game. 

Chicago

37
St. Louis

13

See BEARS, page B3

See LIONS, page B3

NASCAR Sprint Cup
■ Due to a rain delay, results 
of Sunday’s race were 
unavailable at deadline.

See GORDON, page B3
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New Monday Dinner

Stuffed Green Peppers
Only
$999
Dinner Starts 

at 4pm

Wow!

EVERY MONDAY!


