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By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Sun, 
sand and cigarette butts.

Those are some of the 
things that are plentiful at 
Tiscornia Beach, according 
to two Lake Michigan Col-
lege instructors whose stu-
dents conducted a clean-up 
of trash and invasive spe-
cies in October.

People might come for 
the surf and sand, but they 
probably don’t appreciate 
walking around the almost 
3,000 pieces of trash stu-
dents collected, LMC soci-
ology professor Michelle 
Stone told city commission-
ers Monday.

“People are putting down 
their beach towels on a 
trash heap. I don’t want to 
go to a trash-dump beach, 
and I don’t think anyone 
else in this room does, ei-
ther,” said Stone, who 
teamed with Sharon 
Klemm, a public speaking 
instructor, to organize the 
Aldo Leopold public ser-
vice project.

They named the project 

after the father of environ-
mental ethics, who empha-
sized humanity’s connec-
tion to the earth, Klemm 
said.

Klemm said she consid-
ers Tiscornia “my beach” 
and was bothered by the 
number of invasive species 
covering the dunes. Stone 
was bugged by all the gar-
bage scattered around.

The two problems pro-
vided an opportunity for 
students to get involved 
with the community.

They teamed with the Al-
liance for the Great Lakes, 
based in Chicago, to pro-
vide data on beach condi-
tions. 

Greg Grothous, St. Jo-
seph’s parks and grounds 
superintendent, provided 
support by providing trash 
cans and pavilion space, 
and residents helped out, as 
well.

The group arrived at 
Tiscornia Beach on Oct. 10. 
In three hours, seven stu-
dents gathered 2,848 pieces 
of trash, most of it pulled 
out of the dunes. This in-
cluded 524 cigarette butts, 

284 plastic bottle caps, and 
141 plastic cigar tips. Plastic 
made up the large majority 
of items found.

They also collected 11 ar-
ticles of clothing, an attach-
ment from a vacuum clean-
er, four condoms, a 
hypodermic syringe and a 
wooden dock.

Stone said they were just 
skimming the surface. An-
other group held a beach 
clean-up Sept. 19 and 
picked up almost as much 
trash, she said.

While these students were 
trolling for trash, others 
were uprooting invasive 
plants.

They pulled up 919 plants, 
weighing 125 pounds. 
About three-quarters of it 
was spotted knapweed, dis-
tinguished by its purple 
flowers. Other unwanted 
plants included ragweed, 
Queen Anne’s lace, and 
common evening primrose.

These same plants are 
found at Jean Klock Park 
and Lions Beach, Klemm 
said.

At the end of the project, 
the students said they felt 

an increased sense of re-
sponsibility to the environ-
ment.

This is just the first step, 
Stone emphasized. “What 
are we going to do to re-ed-
ucate the public?” Stone 
asked. “That’s the hard 
part.”

People don’t even think 
of a cigarette butt as trash, 
and toss them away without 
thinking, Klemm said.

One of the options for 
students as they complete 
the course in December is 
to write a speech and offer 
recommendations for St. 
Joseph City Commission, 
Stone said.

Commissioners encour-
aged to return with any sug-
gestions for keeping the 
beaches clean.

Commissioner Jeff Rich-
ards commented that the 
city might need to send a 
strong message that litter-
ing won’t be tolerated.

He said Dearborn has a 
$500 fine for littering “and 
Dearborn is a very, very 
clean town.”

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015 $1

SJ football 
ready for 
shot at 
regional title

Sports, C1

The Black 
Lillies 
return to 
The Livery

Sight & Sound, Inside

Index
Classified B3
Comics C5
Local B1

Nation A2
Obituaries A5
Opinion A4

Puzzles C6
Sight & Sound D1
Sports C1

World A3
Television C6
Weather A6

Weather
High 

Today

52

Low
Tonight

41

To subscribe or report 
delivery  problems,   

call 429-1396

The Newspaper 
for Southwest Michigan

@HeraldPalladium HeraldPalladium

www.TheHP.com

Don Campbell / HP staff  

Litter is pictured Wednesday at Tiscornia Beach. On Oct. 10 students from Lake Michigan College collected almost 3,000 pieces of 
trash on the beach, most of it plastic, and removed more than 900 invasive plants, St. Joseph city commissioners heard Monday.

Trashy Tiscornia
LMC students find litter, invasive plants on beach

Legislation  
would allow  
aging, ill inmates  
in medical centers
By HP STAFF

LANSING — State 
Reps. Al Pscholka and 
Dave Pagel on Wednesday 
introduced legislation that 
would allow the state pa-
role board to send low-risk, 
medically frail prison in-
mates to a licensed care fa-
cility to complete their sen-
tences.

Medically frail, as de-
fined in the legislation, in-
cludes a severe mental or 
physical disability, and the 
individual must be consid-
ered a minimal threat to 
society. 

Pscholka, who chairs the 
House Committee on Ap-
propriations, said the legis-
lation is part of ongoing 
reforms to the state’s cor-
rectional system and ad-
dresses an aging and in-
creasingly sickly prison 
population.

“We’re at a tipping point 
in prison reform in terms 
of cost and population,” 
said Pscholka, R-Stevens-
ville. “In the past decade, 
Michigan’s elderly prison 
population experienced a 
46 percent increase. This 
creates not just a costly 
medical burden for our 

state corrections depart-
ment, but a situation where 
younger, dangerous inmates 
could prey on the old and 
infirm. As a state, we have 
the legal and moral respon-
sibility of safeguarding 
these individuals and creat-
ing a humane care solution 
that is safe for both those 
prisoners and the public.”

A big advantage of the 
program would be the abil-
ity to use Medicaid funding 
in the treatment of medi-
cally frail prisoners, the leg-
islators explained.

“If we maintain the sta-
tus quo, you’re going to see 
our corrections costs soar 
higher and higher,” Pschol-
ka said. “The more dollars 
we have to set aside in that 
budget for the ill and in-
firm, the less we have to 
guard true threats to soci-
ety.”

Pagel’s House Bills 5079 
and 5080 would allow for 
every prisoner to be consid-
ered for medical parole, 
while also addressing the 
rights of crime victims in 
determining the appropri-
ateness of medical parole.

Under the bills, crime 
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Traffic flows down newly opened Marquette Woods Road in 
Stevensville Wednesday after crews finished ahead of sched-
ule with the $600,000 project.

Marquette Woods 
open after two months
By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

STEVENSVILLE — 
Much to the delight of 
Lincoln Township resi-
dents, Marquette Woods 
Road is now fully open.

After westbound traffic 
for Marquette Woods 
Road was closed Sept. 8, 
the Berrien County Road 
Commission began resur-
facing the road and widen-
ing it out.

It was there crews im-
proved the drainage along 
the road from Roosevelt 
Road to St. Joseph Avenue 
and added more than 
6,000 feet in sidewalks – 
about 3,000 feet on either 
side.

Kevin Eyerly, Road 
Commission engineering 
technician, said the origi-
nal completion date was 
set for Friday, but they 
were able to finish ahead 

of schedule.
“There’s a lot of people 

already using the side-
walks,” Eyerly said. “They 
wanted to walk on them 
before they were even fin-
ished. We appreciate ev-
eryone’s patience. I’m sure 
they’re happy to see us get 
this thing open.”

Eyerly said the intent for 
laying down sidewalk was 
to allow residents to walk 
to the Meijer in Stevens-
ville, using major cross-
walks safely.

County Highway Engi-
neer Brian Berndt said the 
project’s construction 
costs were $600,000.

Eighty percent of proj-
ect costs were federally 
funded. The township paid 
the other 20 percent.

Supervisor Dick Stauffer 
said the township’s share 
was not as high as the  

Michigan announces net reduction of 2,100 rules

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — An office 
created by Gov. Rick Sny-
der to make government 
more efficient reports hit-
ting a milestone – the net 
reduction of more than 
2,000 state rules and regu-
lations over four years, in-
cluding a requirement that 
child care workers smile.

The Office of Regulatory 
Reinvention, which over-
sees the administrative 
rulemaking process for 

Michigan departments, 
said there are nearly 17,100 
rules now. That is 2,127 
fewer than the 19,200-plus 
that were in place when the 
office launched in early 
2011.

Part of  the office’s mis-
sion is eliminating rules 
deemed as “burdensome, 
obsolete or unnecessary.”

It rescinded as unen-
forceable a mandate that 
child care workers smile. 
Also scrapped as unneces-
sary was an old require-
ment that that the Agricul-
tural Commission 
determine whether food 
products should have a 
state “Seal of  Quality.” The 
office decided that rules re-
quiring payments by check 

or money order were obso-
lete and those mandating 
drivers to park their vehi-
cles frontward in state gov-
ernment parking lots were 
burdensome.

While nearly 3,600 rules 
were removed, more than 
1,400 new ones were adopt-
ed. New regulations, for in-
stance, govern the certifica-
tion and hiring of sign 
language interpreters.

Department of Licens-
ing and Regulatory Affairs 
Director Mike Zimmer said 
he was “extremely thrilled” 
to have 2,000 fewer rules, 
saying that revisiting thou-
sands of regulations – many 
of which had not been re-
viewed in decades – is part 
of  a broader effort to alle-

viate barriers to business 
without risking citizens’ 
health and safety.

“We don’t view this pro-
cess as over,” he said in a 
phone interview before a 
planned Thursday an-
nouncement. “We will con-
tinue to weed out unneces-
sarily burdensome 
regulations.”

Of the state’s 16 depart-
ments, LARA had the most 
net rule reductions, 642, 
because it has the most reg-
ulations due to its role. 
Other agencies each total-
ing hundreds of fewer rules 
were Agriculture & Rural 
Development, Environ-
mental Quality, Health and 

Effort began in 2011 
with an office created 
by Gov. Snyder
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