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At least 22 headstones were recently damaged at the Franklin Cemetery in Berrien Township, some more than 100 years old.

Delayed Defay Road paving planned
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— It’s a relic of the past, 
but it’s not one Lincoln 
Township Supervisor Dick 
Stauffer will be sorry to see 
go.

“It’s one of the last gravel 
roads in the township,” 
Stauffer said Wednesday as 
the Berrien County Road 
Commission decided to 
pave a section of Defay 
Road that has been plagued 
by erosion. “Some say it has 
character. I am happy to 
have this character re-

moved.”
Defay Road runs from 

Red Arrow Highway to Jer-
icho Road, and is crossed 
by the CSX railroad tracks. 
The section between Red 
Arrow and the tracks is un-
paved.

In addition to grading 
and putting down asphalt, 
the Road Commission vot-
ed to close the road at the 
railroad crossing.

About 10 people attended 
the public hearing on the 
road closing. A meeting was 
held for residents in Sep-
tember to discuss the possi-
ble closing.

Road Commission engi-
neer Brian Berndt said this 
is being done as a safety 
precaution, as there is no 
gate or signal at the cross-
ing.

The Road Commission 
will receive $7,500 from 
CSX for closing the cross-
ing, plus a matching amount 
from the state of Michigan.

For residents, the condi-
tion of the road has been a 
bigger headache than the 
railroad crossing.

Warren Stewart, who has 
lived at 3154 Defay Road 
since 2010, told the Road 
Commission that the ero-
sion has worsened since gas 
lines were put in for a new 
house and after American 

Electric Power installed 
transmission lines.

“Everybody knows it’s 
been a disaster ever since,” 
Stewart said.

Another resident said he 
has lived on the road for 16 
years and has been waiting 
for the county to do some-
thing about the poor condi-
tions.

Because of the erosion, 
Stewart said that part of 
the road is now “shaped like 
a banana” and is 20 feet off-
line and extends onto his 
property.

To pave the road without 
straightening it would mean 
it would be “petrifi ed for 
the future,” he said. Stewart 
is concerned that utility 

crews will not know where 
the public right of way ends 
and property easements be-
gin because of the bend in 
the road.

Berndt explained that part 
of the curvature would be 
corrected, but straightening 
out the section would be ex-
pensive and unnecessary.

The project has been bud-
geted at $100,000. This will 
include the construction of a 
drainage pond, where water 
will be held and then chan-
neled to a culvert.

Stauffer said Lincoln 
Township is fully supportive 
of the plan. He added that 
the Road Commission has 
been quick to respond to fi ll-
ing in ruts on Defay, which 

he said are sometimes 2-feet 
deep.

Stewart said he was satis-
fi ed with the decision, as 
well.

After the meeting he said 
that the erosion has gotten so 
bad that even a half-inch of 
rain creates dangerous ruts 
and potholes in the road.

He asked the road com-
missioners to keep an eye 
on the project, which is ex-
pected to start next sum-
mer.

Another benefi t, Stewart 
said, is that trains will no 
longer have to blow their 
horns as they approach the 
crossing after it is closed.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

Road will be closed at railroad crossing

Maytag 
makes 
up for 
MLB 
misses

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Maytag announced around 
the time of Major League 
Baseball’s 2015 All-Star 
Game Weekend it became 
the MLB’s offi cial washer 
and dryer brand.

As a result, Maytag in-
stalled a Maytag Top Load 
Washer in the outfi eld 
stands at the home ball-
parks of the Atlanta Braves, 
Chicago White Sox, Kansas 
City Royals and Texas 
Rangers. If  a player were to 
hit a home run and the ball 
landed inside the washer, 
Maytag would have donat-
ed $1 million to local Boys 
& Girls Clubs in that mar-
ket.

Baseball’s regular season 
and postseason ended with-
out a ball landing in any of 
the washers.

However, Maytag offi -
cials say they will make a 
donation of $100,000 across 
10 local Boys & Girls Clubs 
in Arlington, Atlanta, Chi-
cago and Kansas City.

The donations will go to-
ward updating facilities, 
buying new gym equipment 
and boosting recruitment 
efforts, said Brendan Bosch, 
Maytag senior brand man-
ager. The 10 clubs will also 
be offered a new Maytag 
Top Load Washer and Dry-
er pair.

“We are thrilled that our 
relationship with Major 
League Baseball has result-
ed in support for the chil-
dren of these cities,” Bosch 
said in an email. “Maytag 
has been involved with Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America 
for a long time and we look 
forward to evolving that re-
lationship in meaningful 
and engaging ways.”

As part of its partnership 
with the MLB, Maytag and 
the MLB will host four on-
line auctions to raise addi-
tional funds for BGCA.

The online auctions will 
be for items from both com-
panies, which include a 
Maytag Power Pack, “one-
of-a-kind” baseball experi-
ences, tickets to a 2016 
MLB regular season game 
and a $2,000 MLB.com gift 
card.

Bosch said all proceeds 

Home appliance 
company to donate 
$100,000 to various 
Boys & Girls Clubs

Vandals strike Berrien Twp. cemetery
By HP STAFF

BERRIEN CENTER — 
Dozens of headstones were 
kicked over or broken in 
half recently at the Frank-
lin Cemetery on Brush 
Lake Road in Berrien 

Township.
Some of the stones, more 

than 100 years old, contain 
no readable information. 
Relatives of those whose 
identifi cation is visible have 
been contacted.

The damage was discov-

ered by a woman who was 
at the cemetery to plant 
fl owers. Her daughter’s 
grave was among those 
damaged.

According to a Berrien 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
news release, at least 22 

headstones were kicked 
over or broken in half. 

Berrien Township Clerk 
Mary Jane Dean compiled 
a list of names that were 
readable on tombstones, so 
family members could be 
notifi ed. At least eight of 

the damaged stones did not 
have readable information.

It is not known when 
the damage occurred, 
but it was sometime be-
tween Oct. 25 and Nov. 
2, likely on Halloween, 
police said.

Vigil to honor the transgendered

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
A Berrien Springs trans-
gender woman says the key 
to succeeding in life is for 
people to feel supported, 
and that applies equally to 
transgender people.

“Sammi,” who asked 
that her real name not be 
used, said she is speaking 
out because she wants peo-
ple to know that there are 
transgender people in the 
community. She is helping 
lead Benton Harbor Out-
Center’s annual Transgen-
der Day of Remembrance, 
a vigil that honors the 
memory of those who died 
in acts of anti-transgender 
violence.

The ceremony, which 
will include a candlelight 
vigil, will be 6:30-7 p.m. 
Friday at the OutCenter, 
132 Water St. In the past 
year, she said, 44 transgen-
der people have been mur-
dered, with 25 of them be-
ing in the United States 
and three of those in Mich-
igan.

She said transgender 

people have internal gen-
der identities that don’t 
match the sex they were as-
signed at birth. In her case, 
she said she was born a 
male 53 years ago, but real-
ized by the time she was 9 
that her mind didn’t fi t her 
body.

Sammi said that even at 
that early age, she realized 
that telling her conserva-
tive Christian parents 
would be a bad idea, so she 
kept it to herself.

“I was raised in a won-
derful home,” she said. 
“Great parents. Supportive 
parents. But when I grew 
up ... in the mid ’60s and 
the early ’70s, this was al-
most unheard of. It was 
just not a reality of the 
world.”

She said many young 
children may experiment 
with traits from the oppo-
site sex, but usually stop by 
the time they are around 7 
years old.

“All of the sudden, so-
cially, this isn’t working for 
them anymore, so they 
don’t persist because it’s 
not really who they are,” 
she said. “But when you’re 
a transgender person, you 
can do anything you want 
and it persists. It just stink-
ing doesn’t go away.”

And she said she tried to 
make it go away.

“Within the Christian 
context, you start building 
this idea that, ‘I am defec-
tive’ and the whole ‘sin’ 
narrative, so you start 
working and seeking to 
overcome this ‘sin,’” she 
said.

She said she had two sis-
ters so when she was home 
alone, she had plenty of 
wardrobe to borrow and 
try on, but she always felt it 
was wrong.

“In time, I fi nished col-
lege and got married, and 
that didn’t ‘fi x’ me,” she 
said.

Over time, she said she 
started to see God much 
differently.

“Suddenly, God can ac-
tually love me the way I 
am,” she said. “God can 
see me the way I am and 
not as defective.”

She even served as a pi-
lot in the U.S. Air Force for 
22 years, hiding that she 
was transgender all the 
time. She said though the 
military now accepts open-
ly gay and lesbian mem-
bers, the same is not true 
for transgender people.

She said the military still 
views being transgender as 
a psychological defect and 
grounds for dismissal.

Sammi said she delayed 

SH schools 
get better bids

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — 
The final bids for the 
$27.6 million South 
Haven high school ren-
ovation and expansion 
project have been ap-
proved.

The school board 
Wednesday night voted 
to approve the last two 
bids, for demolition and 
elevators. It approved the 
other bids earlier this 
month, and sought new 
bids on these two catego-
ries.

The $1.2 million demo-
lition bid was awarded to 
Xtreme Demolition of 
Grand Rapids, and it was 
$1.1 million lower than 
the bid rejected earlier 
this month.

The low elevators bid 
was $105,395 from Otis 
Elevator Co. of  Grand 
Rapids. The bid is for a 
gym elevator and a swim-

ming pool bleachers chair 
lift.

The project is being 
funded with bond pro-
ceeds, and is expected to 
take two years. Work will 
start the third week of 
December.

In other matters, it was 
announced that Assistant 
High School Principal 
Jeremy Burleson is leav-
ing to take an administra-
tive job with Lake Michi-
gan College.

Burleson has been as-
sistant principal for 18 
months. He started work-
ing for the district 13 
years ago as a special ed-
ucation teacher. He also 
founded and served as di-
rector of  the district Ca-
reer and Technical Acad-
emy.

He’ll start his new job 
as LMC’s director of  aca-
demics and early college 
program at the South Ha-
ven campus Nov. 30.

“You are one of  our 
best,” Trustee Annie 
Brown told him. “You are 
a great leader. We will 
miss you.”

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Former Air Force 
pilot assumes 
advocacy role

See VIGIL, page B2 See MLB, page B2

Board approves 
razing and lifting 
contracts


