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By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — They’ve 
been pirates for Halloween. 
They’ve been space aliens.

This year, members of 
the Coloma Township Po-
lice Department will rise as 
zombies and ghouls from 
the Haunted Cemetery 
from 3-5 p.m. Saturday at 
Coloma City Hall.

“You can make it as 
spooky as you want, and 
you can make it as fun as 
you want. We try to make it 
a little of both,” said Pa-
trolman Rory Bell, in his 
seventh year bringing chills 
and thrills to area kids.

“It’s neat to be a police de-
partment that does outside-
the-box activities for the 
community,” said Patrolman 
Dan Stuglik, another orga-
nizer of this and other holi-
day events. “Crime preven-
tion comes in all forms, and 
having a safe Halloween 
event for the kids is cool for 
all of us.”

The free event starts with 
a gathering at the North 
Berrien fi re station at West 
and Washington streets, 
followed by a parade to the 
park behind City Hall on 

North Paw Paw Street.
Visitors will walk through 

tents with a maze of scary 
scenes, with real live beast-
ies along with motion-acti-
vated monsters and other 
menaces, smoke machines 
and other things to offer a 
bit of a fright.

There also will be a hot 
dog cook-out, candy and 
other treats.

Afterward, kids can en-
joy local trick or treating 
from 5-7 p.m.

While other departments 
hand out candy to kids for 
trick or treat, Bell and Stug-
lik are not aware of any 
others that put on as elabo-
rate a display as Coloma.

The event has grown in 
popularity, attracting more 
than 1,000 goblins last 
year.

Stuglik decorates the 
scenes that Bell builds, like 
a space ship and a pirate 
ship.

“I build, and he paints,” 
Bell said of Stuglik, who 
this year rendered a four-
panel mural of an eerie 
cemetery dotted with tomb-
stones with such names as 
Izzy Dead and C.U. Last.

Stuglik has enjoyed 
studying and creating art 
his whole life, and rendered 
an excellent drawing of a 
police car at 3, predicting 
his future career.

Bell said the tough part is 
coming up with a new 
theme every year. But once 
they nail it down, they’re 
off and running.

Bell and Stuglik have 
teamed up on other proj-
ects, such as puppet shows 
teaching the kids safety les-
sons.

The annual Halloween 
event came about as a suc-
cessor to the Coloma down-
town merchants’ candy 
giveaway. Leaders decided 
they wanted a safer event 
that didn’t have kids cross-
ing the busy main street.

The police department, 
with the support of then-
Chief Randy Pompey, 

stepped up to fi ll the void.
“He was very pro-com-

munity,” Bell said of the 
recently retired Pompey.

The new chief, Jason Roe, 
also is supportive of the 
Halloween high jinks and 
other projects, he said.

Along with being a fun 
time, such events help build 
positive relationships be-
tween residents and the po-
lice, Bell said.

In addition to Hallow-
een, the offi cers also mount 
special activities for Christ-
mas and St. Patrick’s Day 
(which has included Bell 
and Stuglik dressing as 
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LOCAL
Leadership moves set for Cook plant
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

BRIDGMAN — A re-
tirement is triggering key 
leadership changes at the 
Donald C. Cook Nuclear 
Plant.

American Electric Power 
offi cials announced the per-
sonnel changes Tuesday. 
The changes go into effect 
Jan. 1.

The man in charge, Se-

nior Vice President and 
Chief Nuclear Offi cer Lar-
ry Weber, is retiring after 
fi ve years in the top role at 
Cook. He has been with 
Cook for 17 years and is re-
tiring after 37 years in the 
industry.

The company has pro-
moted Site Vice President 
Joel Gebbie to succeed We-
ber.

In turn, Engineering Vice 
President Shane Lies will 

step up as the new site vice 
president.

Gebbie, 52, has worked 

at Cook since 1996, fi rst as 
a design engineer and as 
site vice president since 

2010. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engi-
neering and a master of 
business administration de-
gree, both from Ohio Uni-
versity.

Lies, 45, has been with 
Cook since 1996. His past 
roles have included plant 
manager, system engineer 
and project manager in ad-
dition to engineering vice 
president.

Meanwhile, plant Proj-

ects Director Mark Lloyd 
will take over the role of 
engineering vice president. 
Lloyd, 46, has been plant 
projects director since 
2013.

Jim Ross, engineering 
director, will become the 
new plant manager, re-
placing Sam Partin. Par-
tin will become site di-
rector.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten

GEBBIE LIES LLOYD ROSS

John Matuszak / HP staff

Coloma Township police Patrolman Rory Bell sits down for a spooky seance with some fiendish friends who will join him at the Haunted Cemetery from 3-5 p.m. 
Saturday at Coloma City Hall. Bell, Patrolman Dan Stuglik and others organize the annual family-friendly event, which will include free frights and food.

Gruesome twosome
Coloma Twp. officers 
make Halloween fun, 
safe for kids

The following are Halloween trick-
or-treat hours reported to The Her-
ald-Palladium. Events are Saturday 
unless otherwise noted.

Bangor: 5:30-7 p.m.

Coloma: Downtown 3-5 p.m; resi-
dential areas, 5-7 p.m.

Hartford: 6-8 p.m.

Baroda and Baroda Twp.: 
5:30-7 p.m. Baroda Township 
Fire Department will have a 
Halloween party for children 
from 6-7:30 p.m. at the fire 
station.

Benton Harbor: 5:30-7:30 
p.m. In addition, the city and 

Benton Harbor High School are 
sponsoring a Community HalloHar-
vest Fest 6-7:30 p.m. Friday at the 
high school’s gymnasium for chil-
dren in kindergarten through 12th 
grade.

Benton Twp.: 6-7:30

Berrien Springs/Oronoko Twp.: 
6-7:30 p.m.

Bridgman/Lake Twp.: 
5:30-7 p.m.

Chikaming Twp.: 4-6 
p.m.

Covert Twp.: 6-7 p.m. 
at fire station

Decatur: 5:30-7 p.m.

Dowagiac: 6-7 p.m.

Gobles: 5-7 p.m.

Keeler Twp.: 5-7 p.m.

Lawrence: 5:30-7 p.m.

Lincoln Twp.: 6-7:30 p.m.

Stevensville/Royalton Twp.: 6-7:30 
p.m.

Sodus Twp.: 6-7:30 p.m. 

South Haven: 5:30-7:30

St. Joseph/St. Joseph Twp.: 6-7:30

Watervliet/Watervliet Twp.: 5-7 p.m. 
residential areas; 3-5 p.m. Friday down-
town

Trick or treat hours

Randall Park cleanup effort gains praise
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — Coloma 
offi cials are praising the ef-
forts of a group of young, 
energetic volunteers who 
recently spent a day spruc-
ing up Randall Park.

More than a dozen peo-
ple turned out to pick up 
trash, apply stain to wood-
en playground equipment 

and made minor equipment 
repairs, such as tightening 
bolts and screws.

Organizers Kylie and Mi-
chael Martin attended 
Monday night’s City Com-
mission meeting, and com-
missioners formally 
thanked the couple for their 
efforts.

“I think that’s extraordi-
nary,” said Commissioner 
Marsha Hammond. “It just 

very much impressed me. 
We’ve got some super peo-
ple here. It meant a lot. 
Thank you.”

Mayor James Polashak 
said the project shows the 
pride and energy the new 
generation of residents 
bring to the city.

“That’s what we’re glad 
to see,” he said.

The Martins said they 
plan to raise funds to pay 

for future Randall Park 
projects.

Hammond said it costs 
at least $5,000 for a truck-
load of protective play-
ground mulch, which soft-
ens the blow if a child falls 
to the ground. New mulch 
is a priority, she said. Im-
provements to the park will 
also be added to the city’s 
fi ve-year parks plan, she 
said.

In other matters, Ham-
mond announced that 
Public Works Director 
Rod Burkholder is back at 
work. He had been on 
medical leave for two 
weeks after breaking six 
ribs in a fall while on the 
job, she said. He’s been 
cleared for light duty for 
now.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

And 
then 
there 
were 
six

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
has settled on six semi-fi -
nalists from president, in-
cluding one from Arizona, 
one from Pennsylvania, and 
its vice president of student 
services, Clinton Gabbard.

Selection committee 
members expect to begin 
public interview sessions 
with the candidates next 
week by Skype, followed by 
site visits to the college, and 
more intense one-on-one 
sessions, LMC board Presi-
dent Mary Jo Tomasini told 
her colleagues during Tues-
day’s meeting.

“Once we do that, we 
hope to narrow it down to 
the people that we want to 
hold further interviews 
with,” Tomasini said after 
the meeting. “The hope is 
that we will be able to do 
those interviews in the mid-
dle of November, if  we can 
get them all lined up, and 
airplane tickets, and that 
sort of thing.”

If that schedule holds, 
and everything runs 
smoothly, the board would 
likely call a special meeting 
by the end of November to 
decide on the fi nalist, 
Tomasini said.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able 
to introduce someone at the 
board meeting in Decem-
ber. If that plan goes awry, 
then we’ll come up with a 
Plan B,” she said. 

LMC President Bob Har-
rison is retiring in Decem-
ber, after 16 years with the 
college, which he’s led since 
2009. 

Gabbard was the only in-
ternal candidate to apply 
for the job.

The other names an-
nounced Tuesday include:

■ Judith Berry, president 
and education strategist of 
Technical Education  Ser-
vices and Training in East 
Lansing. 

■ Melissa Denardo, pro-
vost and vice president of 
learning and student suc-
cess at the Community Col-
lege of Beaver County, 
Pennsylvania. 

■ Russ Rothamer, vice 
president of academic af-
fairs at Coconino Commu-
nity College in Flagstaff, 
Ariz. 

■ Jennifer Spielvogel, vice 
president of evidence and 
inquiry at Cuyahoga Com-
munity College in Cleve-
land. 

LMC settles on 
president finalists, 
including one on staff

COLOMA

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE
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■ Robert Spohr, vice 
president for student and 
academic affairs at Mont-
calm Community College 
north of Grand Rapids. 

The 19-member search 
committee, which Tomas-
ini chairs, started with 71 
applicants, who had until 
Sept. 14 to declare their 
interest.

The college’s search 
consultant, Future Man-
agement Systems of Bev-
erly, Mass., then whittled 
down the field to the 13 
candidates strongest, 
from which the final six 
emerged, Tomasini said.

Future Management 
will continue to vet the 
current field with back-
ground and reference 
checks, as well as charac-
ter and personality as-
sessments, LMC’s news 
release said.

The committee will 
have a full day planned 
for the candidates, once 
they arrive, Tomasini 
said.

“They will visit the 
campuses, they will meet 
with different groups of 
employees – and at the 
end of the day, there will 
be a public interview at 
six o’clock. They will lit-
erally be running around 
allday long,” she said.

Apartment workers 
put out kitchen blaze

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A pair of quick-thinking 
workers at Harbor Pointe 
Apartments likely prevent-
ed a small kitchen fire Tues-
day from becoming a major 
tragedy, Benton Township 
firefighters reported.

Fire Lt. Scott Allers said 
the two men responded to a 
4:18 p.m. fire on the third 
floor at 1981 Plaza Drive. 
They used extinguishers to 
put out the blaze, but the 
ensuing smoke drove them 
out. They asked firefighters 
to remove tenant Johnny 
McCree – and firefighters 
carried him out.

Allers said Medic 1 
checked McCree at the 
scene and released him.

Allers said the fire began 
when McCree’s wife, Enola, 
left food cooking on the 
stove while stepping out for 
a quick trip to the store. 
The heat ignited something 
in the kitchen and the blaze 
began.

Allers said there was little 
damage beyond the linger-
ing smoky odor.

Rail work to cause 
detour in Bridgman

BRIDGMAN — 
Through traffic in both di-
rections on Lake Street in 
Bridgman will be detoured 
beginning at 9 a.m. Thurs-
day due to railroad crossing 
repairs, the city announced.

The closing is expected to 
last through Friday.

Signs will be erected to 

route traffic to Lemon 
Creek Road via Red Arrow 
Highway and California 
Road (Church Street).

“We are very pleased that 
CSX has been responsive. 
The ride quality over the 
crossing has been like driv-
ing over a broken wash-
board,” City Manager Juan 
Ganum said.

In city news, resident 
Wendy Liskey said the dedi-
cation of the Dr. Joseph J. 
Rambo commemorative 
clock would be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 12.

St. Paul’s school 
receives accreditation

STEVENSVILLE — St. 
Paul’s Lutheran School has 
announced its recent ac-
creditation from the Wis-
consin Evangelical Luther-
an Synod School 
Accreditation (WELSSA) 
board.

Accredited schools must 
complete a comprehensive 
self-study, host a site visit 
team of educators every five 
years, and develop and im-
plement a school improve-
ment plan.

The school files an annual 
report detailing its progress 
in meeting its goals and 
staying in compliance with 
WELSSA standards.

Pokagon Fund       
adds new member

NEW BUFFALO — A 
retired executive from an 
international trader has 
joined The Pokagon Fund 
Board of Director, TPF an-

nounced.
Deborah Schmidt, a New 

Buffalo resident since 2007, 
replaces Rob Carpenter.

“Debbie is a very accom-
plished professional and an 
active advocate for the com-
munity,” board member 
Roger Rader stated in a 
news release. “I know that 
she will serve the fund with 
integrity and dedication.”

Schmidt retired in 2014 
as chief operating officer of 
Toji Trading Group LLC in 
Chicago. 

TPF is a nonprofit foun-
dation funded by revenue 
from The Four Winds Ca-
sino Resort.

Naked man makes  
himself invisible 

BLOOMINGDALE — 
A naked man was reported 
on the streets of Bloom-
ingdale on Monday night, 
but police were unable to 
find him, the Van Buren 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment reported.

A woman, 39, and her 
daughter, 12, were walking 
on the sidewalk at 8:30 p.m. 
near the intersection of 
Chestnut and E. Kalama-
zoo streets when the man 
approached them, they told 
police.

The suspect ran away and 
fled down an alley, Van Bu-
ren County Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Ron Douglas said. He was 
described as a white man, 
age 20-35, 150 pounds, 
5-foot-11. Anyone with in-
formation should call the 
sheriff’s department at 657-
3101.
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LOCAL GRAIN

MARKETS

Co-Alliance LLP Buchanan
Corn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.35, no change
New crop corn . . . . . . .  $3.35, no change

Beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.36, down 5¢
New crop beans . . . . . . .  $8.36, down 5¢
These are the markets as of yesterday.

IN BRIEF

elves and leprechauns).
The Coloma Chamber 

of Commerce is sponsor-
ing the Halloween event, 
and officers provide their 
own costumes and dis-
plays, Bell said. Stuglik 
enlists friends and family 
members to fill out the 
cast of fiends.

This time of year the 
township’s maintenance 
garage is a creepy collec-
tion of demons, skele-
tons, coffins and other 
objects just waiting for 
their turn to raise a few 
goosebumps.

One rule: the ghouls 
don’t carry weapons.

And they don’t jump 
out and deliberately try 
to scare kids, Bell said. 
Sometimes just a slight 
movement from what 
they thought was a man-
nequin can make the par-
ents jump, which gives 
the kids a jolt and a 
laugh.

“It’s a fun day to be a 
police officer,” Stuglik 
agreed.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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CAR COMES TO STOP ON ROOF

Michigan State Police via AP

A Ford Mustang came to a stop on the roof of a house in Woodhull Township on Monday. 
Michigan State police say the driver had a medical problem and lost control of his car on 
Interstate 69 in Shiawassee County.

Walgreens agrees to buy Rite Aid
By AMEET SACHDEV
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — Less than 
a year after closing the big-
gest deal in its history to 
expand to Europe, Wal-
greens Boots Alliance is 
charging ahead with a new 
U.S. acquisition despite be-
ing in the middle of a mas-
sive restructuring.

The Chicago-area com-
pany said Tuesday that it 
has agreed to acquire Rite 
Aid, America’s third-larg-
est drugstore chain with 
nearly 4,600 stores, for 
about $17.2 billion, includ-
ing debt. Walgreens will 
pay $9 a share for Rite Aid, 

a 48 percent premium to 
the company’s closing price 
on Monday.

The deal will significant-
ly increase Walgreens’ sales 
and prescriptions. Rite 
Aid, based in Camp Hill, 
Pa., had sales of $26.5 bil-
lion in the year ended Feb. 
28. Prescriptions account 
for nearly 70 percent of the 
company’s revenues.

Walgreens is bulking up 
at a time of massive up-
heaval in the health care 
industry. The Affordable 
Care Act has provided cov-
erage to millions of Ameri-
cans who were previously 
uninsured, but it also has 
sparked a wave of consoli-

dation. Hospitals are buy-
ing physician groups to ex-
pand their networks. 
Insurers want scale to 
spread their fixed costs over 
a larger pool of customers. 
Drugmakers want more 
volume because the costs 
of discovering the next 
blockbuster are enormous 
and increasing.

Walgreens has been un-
der pressure to reduce ex-
penses to deal with higher 
drug costs and pressure 
from insurers and pharma-
cy benefit managers to cut 
reimbursement rates. Econ-
omies of scale will poten-
tially give it a better shot to 
lower costs.
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