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LOCAL & STATE

Photos by Tony Wittkowski / HP Staff

Third graders Mac Schultz and Marcus Lowry work on making their straws move with closed circuiting Friday during the Makers 
Faire held at Brown Elementary School.

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Students 
packed the halls at Brown 
Elementary School to make 
race cars out of cardboard 
Friday.

The school and Berrien 
RESA collaborated to give 
students a Maker Faire, 
which gave them the chance 
at improving their engineer-
ing and critical thinking 
skills. As part of the “Nerdy 
Derby” station, students 
were given a few household 
items – like cardboard, 
washers and paper clips – 
and told to create a car that 
would stay on a wooden 
derby track. If  the cars fell 
off  or failed to reach the 
end of the track, students 
went to work at fi nding a 
way to correct the car’s de-
sign.

Joe Rommel, a Berrien 
RESA educational technolo-
gy consultant, was there 
helping teachers guide stu-
dents through fi ve different 
stations on a rotational basis. 
Each stop provided different 
STEM activities for all ages.

In addition to the derby sta-
tion, others included work 
through designing items for 
a 3D printer, closed circuitry 
and programing code to 
make objects move.

Rommel said they tried 
to fi nd something that 
would be fun, engaging and 
hands-on for students, who 
were dressed in costumes 
for Halloween.

“Part of our job is to go 
around and fi gure out ways 
to use technology,” he said. 
“Technology is sometimes 
about trying and persever-
ance, so we try to design 
some things where the kids 
have to try and get to a 

product that is workable.”
A Maker Faire is a cele-

bration of the creativity 
process and coming togeth-
er to show how something 
works, Rommel said.

While they’ve been plan-
ning the Maker Faire for a 
month, Rommel said it was 
fi rst discussed when third 
grade teacher Stephanie 
Lear fl oated the idea back 
in May.

Lear had a booth teach-
ing computer code at the 
original Southwest Michi-
gan Mini Maker Faire at 
Whirlpool Centennial Park. 
It was there she told Rom-
mel they could do one spe-

cifi cally for students.
“They still have it in their 

heads that they sit down 
and do nothing but solve 
math problems all day,” she 
said in reference to engi-
neering and technological 
jobs. “It’s about branching 
out their brains and being 
creative. This is just expo-
sure. It spurs a lot of math 
and science conversation 
that is very authentic. I 
mean, there might be the 
next Bill Gates or Steve 
Jobs in one of these class-
rooms.”

Fifth grader Lauren 
Koch was one of the lucky 
few to succeed in making a 
proper derby car Friday.

Her luck was so great, 
that her car made it down 
the track on the fi rst try. 
Despite accomplishing the 
goal set before her, Koch 
proceeded to make more 
modifi cations to see if  she 
could beat her time.

“I added these rubber 
bands, so when it went 
down, just the wheel 
would be touching the 
tracks and not the paper 
clips,” Koch said. “It was 
fun making this. It was 
different from what we 
normally do.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Brown holds Maker Faire

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOLS

Third graders Emily Mais and Nicole Jarrett create a car with 
cardboard and paper clips Friday during the Makers Faire held 
at Brown Elementary School. The “Nerdy Derby” station allowed 
students to make cars out of random materials.

Students create 
derby cars, design 
items for 3D printing

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Benton Harbor man 
stranded in Ghana is going 
to have to wait even longer 
before fi nd-
ing out if he 
can return 
home.

His trial 
date was 
moved from 
Oct. 27 to 
Nov. 16, said 
his wife, Kim 
Barry, who 
remained in 
Benton Harbor due to a se-
rious medical condition.

Roy Barry traveled to the 
west African country on 
Sept. 7 to pick up his god-
daughter for a three-week 
visit to America. Instead, 
he was arrested and charged 

with human traffi cking less 
than 24 hours of arriving 
in Ghana.

Kim Barry said the trial 
was delayed because the 
man who had said he was 
the goddaughter’s guard-
ian doesn’t have a lawyer. 

She said her husband 
was told that there are no 
longer any charges against 
him. But she said he can’t 
leave the country because 
the U.S. Embassy still has 
his passport and other 
identifi cation. She said they 
have only given him photo-
copies of his identifi cation.

She said because her hus-
band isn’t working, his em-
ployer dropped both of 
them from medical cover-
age, leaving her in a bind 
because of her medical 
condition.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Another delay in 
Ghana for BH man

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Lest We Forget, the veter-
ans’ organization that has 
presented lecture courses on 
World War II and the Ko-
rean and Vietnam wars, is 
looking for those interested 
in participating in a course 
on America’s modern con-
fl icts, from 1975 to the pres-
ent.

Lest We Forget is teaming 
up with the Whirlpool Corp. 
Veterans Association to or-
ganize 10 classes to be of-
fered at Lake Michigan Col-
lege from March 15 through 
May 17.

LWF President Don Als-
bro said that previous class-
es have been well-attended, 
and his group thought it was 
time to focus on the experi-
ences of veterans over the 
last 40 years.

The groups are seeking 
veterans from operations in 
Iraq in 1980; Beirut, 1982-
84; Grenada, 1983; Libya, 
1986; Panama, 1989; Desert 
Storm, 1990-91; Somalia, 
1992-93; Haiti, 1994; Bos-
nia, 1995; Kosovo, 1999; 
Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan, 2011 
to present; the 9-11 attacks; 
and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, from 2003 to the pres-
ent.

Dwight Blackledge, an 
Army veteran and current 
Reserve offi cer, and a Whirl-
pool employee, will be help-
ing with the project. The 
Los Angeles native is a 2005 
West Point graduate as a 
fi eld artillery offi cer and in-
structor.

He served in Iraq from 
March 2007 to May 2008 in 

the fi rst unit that was part 
of the surge of 20,000 troops 
to bolster security in the 
country.

Blackledge, an informa-
tion systems leader in prod-
uct development for Whirl-
pool, will help participants 
prepare for their presenta-
tions.

Alsbro said they are look-
ing for between two and six 
veterans to participate in 
each class.

One possible recruit is a 
local veteran whose unit 
captured Saddam Hussein, 
Alsbro said. He’s also like to 
include women veterans to 
provide their perspective.

Blackledge is part of the 
Whirlpool veterans’ group. 
The participants have taken 
part in a D-Day landing re-
enactment with Lest We 
Forget. They also assist with 
the annual Steelhead Triath-
lon and organize Veterans 
Day events.

The group also has a 
mentorship program that 
helps returning veterans ad-
just to civilian life, Black-
ledge said.

Blackledge added that 
working with the older vet-
erans is an opportunity to 
bridge gaps between genera-
tions.

The bond between veter-
ans “transcends confl icts 
and time periods,” Black-
ledge said. “We all believe in 
the same ethos.”

Alsbro would like to have 
volunteers sign up by the 
end of November. Those in-
terested can contact him at 
921-7176 or at dealsbro@
comcast.net.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

Lest We Forget 
needs recruits for 
conflicts classes

BARRY

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph Public Schools 
Foundation is seeking nom-
inations for its 2015 Distin-
guished Alumni Award. 

The Distinguished Alum-
ni Award was established by 
the SJPS Foundation to 

honor alumni who have ex-
celled in their profession or 
made contributions to the 
St. Joseph community. The 
deadline for nominations is 
Dec. 15.

A committee, headed by 
Bill Benner, selects recipients 
based on different criteria.

They have to be a gradu-
ate of St. Joseph Public 
Schools for 10 or more 
years, demonstrate a high 
level of achievement in their 
category and made signifi -

cant contributions, or ex-
hibit inspirational leader-
ship, character and service.

This is the fi fth presenta-
tion of this award. Last 
year’s recipients were Col. 
Melvyn Remus, class of 
1950; Rick Dyer, class of 
1976; and Michael Swan-
son, class of 1987.

SJPS Foundation Admin-
istrator Sue Riemland said 
13 St. Joseph graduates have 
been honored since the Dis-
tinguished Alumni was fi rst 

created.
“Those nominated, bring 

a wide range of achieve-
ments and experiences with 
them,” Riemland said. “All 
of the alumni honorees ex-
hibit strong leadership char-
acteristics and serve as a fi ne 
example to our current stu-
dents.”

Riemland said the foun-
dation receives a lot of 
nominations, enough so 
they have held some that are 
not selected to at least be 

considered for a later date.
The awards will be pre-

sented at a special reception 
prior to the high school 
commencement ceremony 
on June 5. Recipients will 
also be seated with the grad-
uates and recognized at the 
commencement ceremony 
that evening.

Previous recipient’s pho-
tos and bio information can 
be viewed on the founda-
tion’s website at www.stjo-
sephpublicschoolsfounda-

tion.org.
Those wishing to nomi-

nate an individual for this 
award can obtain an appli-
cation from the foundation’s 
website. The completed ap-
plication can be mailed to 
the foundation or emailed 
to sjpsfoundation@
sjschools.org.

People with questions can 
call the foundation’s offi ce 
at 269-926-3252.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

SJPS Foundation seeking Distinguished Alumni nominations
Applications deadline 
set for Dec. 15

GR man gets 72 years 
for killing BH man

GRAND RAPIDS — A 
Grand Rapids man who ad-
mitted to shooting his sis-
ter’s boyfriend following a 
contentious car ride from 
Benton Harbor was sen-
tenced Thursday to up to 72 
years in prison.

Antonio Lee Albert Jr. 
shot Jason Lewis Jordan, 
34, of Benton Harbor in 
August on a Grand Rapids 
street. A handgun was 
used.

Albert, 25, was arrested 
four days later. He was sen-
tenced Thursday in Grand 
Rapids to 24-72 years in 
prison for second-degree 

murder.

Help sought in finding 
missing Coloma man

COLOMA — Police are 
asking for the public’s help 
in fi nding a man whose 
family said he left home 
days ago and needs to take 
medication. 

The family of Brian 
Frank, 32, of Coloma told 
Coloma Township police he 
walked away from home 
Oct. 19, has health prob-
lems and likely does not 
have his medication. After a 
similar incident earlier in 
October, he was found in 
the South Bend area.

Frank is described as 

white, 5 feet, 
11 inches, 150 
pounds with 
brown hair 
and green 
eyes. He was 
last seen 
w e a r i n g 
loose-fitting 
blue jeans 
that are torn 

near the bottom, a black 
winter jacket with a hood, 
and white tennis shoes with 
blue markings. He is be-
lieved to be carrying a black 
and gray backpack.

Anyone with information 
is urged to call Coloma 
Township police at 468-
8291 or Berrien County 
Dispatch at 983-3060.

Police chief apologizes 
for handcuffing child

FLINT (AP) — A Michi-
gan police chief says he’s 
apologized to the mother of 
a student handcuffed dur-
ing an after-school pro-
gram.

The incident occurred 
Oct. 12 at Brownell STEM 
Academy in Flint. Chief 
James Tolbert says in a Fri-
day statement that an offi -
cer used handcuffs “to re-
strain the child to prevent 
injury to the child or oth-
ers.” It doesn’t mention the 
child’s age.

Tolbert says the incident 
doesn’t build trust between 
kids and police.

IN BRIEF

WALKER (AP) — A 
97-year-old woman has re-
ceived an honorary diplo-
ma from a Michigan high 
school, eight decades after 
she was forced to drop out 

to help her family.
Catholic Central High 

School in Grand Rapids 
presented Margaret 
Thome Bekema with the 
diploma.

97-year-old receives diploma

FRANK


