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Council defends raises
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Berrien Springs village 
employees are getting pay 
raises in 2016, and this 
time there wasn’t a con-
troversy.

Village Councilwoman 
Sandy Swartz said she 
was glad this year’s pay 
raise was the same per-
centage across the board. 
She was one of  those last 
year raising questions 
when three village em-
ployees got larger pay in-
creases than others did.

This time, all of  the vil-
lage’s dozen or so em-
ployees will get 3 percent 
pay raises. Last year, Pub-
lic Works Superintendent 
Bill Dustin and Village 
Clerk Sheri Kesterke got 
4 percent raises and 
Shamrock Park Manager 
Jack Davis got a 5 percent 
raise.

Village President Milt 
Richter said giving pay 
raises to village employ-
ees is nothing new. The 
council has approved an-
nual 3 percent raises for 
village employees for sev-
eral years.

In addition to the pay 
raise, village employees 
will again get their health 
insurance entirely paid 
for by the village. The 
council voted once again 
to opt out of  the 2011 
state law that gave public 
employers the choice of 
opting out or choosing to 

cap or split insurance 
costs with employees.

Council members unan-
imously approved the 
raises and health insur-
ance opt out, but they did 
speak out about how vil-
lage employees are getting 
raises and benefits others 
don’t.

“I want to reiterate that 
it’s very good of  us to do 
this,” Lonna Johnson 
said. “This is great to do 
for our employees, but 
there should be yearly re-
views for them. In these 
times, not everyone gives 
raises. I hope the employ-
ees appreciate it. Maybe 
people get raises in Con-
gress, but not in most big 
companies.”

She said employees hav-
ing all their health insur-
ance paid for is like get-
ting another raise.

Richter said he knows 
the village employees ap-
preciate what they’re get-
ting.

“Everyone of  the em-
ployees came in and 
thanked me last year,” he 
said. “They all go above 
and beyond what’s re-

quired of  them.
“I’ve told employees 

that there isn’t a guaran-
tee that we can always do 
this. Our pay scale is good 
but it’s nowhere near the 
top of  what other munici-
palities pay. We are hang-
ing in there. We’re not the 
best or the worst paid.”

Also Monday, council 
members talked about 
two proposed ordinances 
scheduled for votes.

Council members re-
viewed a draft to establish 
rules for recycling collec-
tion bins.

Village Attorney Frank 
DeFrancesco said the vil-
lage can’t prohibit recy-
cling collection bins but 
can regulate where they 
can be placed and require 
companies to register 
their contact information 
with the village.

Council members are 
asking for written com-
ments from residents 
about a possible golf  cart 
ordinance. DeFrancesco 
said new state legislation 
allows municipalities to 
regulate the use of  golf  
carts on local streets.
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Co-Alliance LLP Buchanan
Corn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.17, up 2¢
New crop corn . . . . . . . . . .  $3.17, up 2¢

Beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.19, up 4¢
New crop beans . . . . . . . . .  $8.19, up 4¢
These are the markets as of yesterday.
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The 120-acre preserve 
is along a mile of  the 
Black River.

Related work will in-
volve stabilizing the 
banks of  several streams 
that crisscross the prop-
erty, reducing the erosion 
that has occurred to the 
heavy rains two years 
ago.

“Entergy is proud to 
partner with the South-
west Michigan Land 
Conservancy to complete 
this important project at 
the Black River Pre-
serve,” said Tony Vitale, 
site vice president at Pali-
sades.

Another 3 miles of 
walking trails are being 
planned for the Black 
River Preserve, Cripe 
said. Planting vegeta-
tion will help stabilize 
the stream banks, he 
said.

“We are excited to con-
tinue progress toward re-
pairing the essential nat-
ural amenities on-site 
that have become dam-
aged or vulnerable over 
the past several decades,” 
Cripe said.

The preserve is along 
Eighth Avenue, between 
68th and 71 1/2 Streets, 
about 4 miles east of 
South Haven.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten

ENTERGY
From page A3

Rosa Keszler of  St. Jo-
seph, a community rela-
tions specialist with 
Whirlpool, said the com-
pany plans to hold four 
Maytag Day of  Depend-
ability days next year. 
She said volunteers who 
participate in one event 
usually want to do more. 
She said some have even 
started volunteering at 
the clubs on their own.

“We do want volun-
teers to come during 
their own time if  they’re 
moved to do so,” she 
said.

Jessica Perez, art in-
structor at the Boys & 
Girls Clubs, said having 
extra volunteers in the 
art room makes a big 
difference.

“It makes me able to 
do so much more than 
just keeping the peace,” 
she said. “I can do more 
in-depth projects and 
teach them new skills.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 
932-0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

WHIRLPOOL
From page A3

BERRIEN SPRINGS

I want to reiterate that it’s very good of us to 
do this. This is great to do for our employees, 
but there should be yearly reviews for them. In 
these times, not everyone gives raises. I hope 
the employees appreciate it. Maybe people 
get raises in Congress, but not in most big 
companies.

LONNA JOHNSON

IN BRIEF
LMC sets Niles  
campus open house

NILES — Lake Michi-
gan College will hold an 
open house on the Ber-
trand Crossing Campus 
from 4-7 p.m. Thursday 
near Niles.

Guests can meet with 
professors representing 
specific in-demand aca-
demic programs, includ-
ing computer informa-
tion systems, advanced 
manufacturing, dental 
assisting and other ac-
credited health care pro-
grams.

Class registration for 
the spring 2016 semester 
is open now through 
Jan.11 and application 
for admission is free.

Those who pre-register 
for the open house online 
at lakemichigancollege.
e d u / N i l e s O p e n H o u s e 
will be eligible to win a 
$100 gift card.

LMC’s Bertrand Cross-
ing Campus is at 1905 
Foundation Drive. Call 
695-1391 or email at  
admissions@lakemichi 
gancollege.edu for more 
information.

No kids hurt in  
school bus crash

LAWRENCE — A Hart-
ford school bus with 23 
people on board was hit by 
a minivan Tuesday, but no 
one on the bus was hurt. 

The crash occurred 
shortly after 8 a.m. on Red 
Arrow Highway in Law-
rence Township, Van Buren 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Loren Tarner said. The 
school bus had 22 students 
and the driver. Minivan 
driver Alex Dudley, 38, 
Dowagiac, injured his arm. 
He was cited for causing 
the crash.

Keeler assault  
suspect arraigned

KEELER — A Keeler 
Township man arrested 
for attacking a woman 
and fleeing from police 
has been arraigned on 
three felony charges.

Brian R. Jackson, 37, is 
charged with third-offense 
domestic assault, resisting 
and obstructing police 
and parole violation, Van 
Buren County Sheriff ’s 
Sgt. Ron Douglas said. 

Jackson was arrested Fri-
day night and arraigned 
Monday in Seventh Dis-
trict Court in Paw Paw.

BH City Commission 
approves day care

BENTON HARBOR 
— Benton Harbor city 
commissioners approved 
a special use permit 
Monday so Veronica 
Murphy of  Benton Har-
bor can build a 24-hour 
day care center next to 
her home.

Murphy, 1019 Pearl St., 
operates Noah’s Ark Day 
Care in the basement of 
her home, where she is 
able to care for up to 26 
children.

She told members of 
the Benton Harbor Plan-
ning Commission Nov. 11 
that she wants to build a 
40-foot by 60-foot struc-
ture for the expanded day 
care on adjacent property. 
The new facility will al-
low her to care for up to 
55 children per shift.

She will now have to 
present her site plan to 
the Planning Commission 
for approval.

Classifieds work!
To place a classified ad in The Herald-Palladium, please call 429-4484. 

Phones are open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

Great Lakes
Antiques Mall

Refreshments,Holiday Treats, 
and Gift Cards to be raffl ed.

· Antique Appraisals Available
· Free coin collection appraisals
· Antique radio restoration
· Jewelry design & repair
· Booth and cases space available
· Paved outdoor area for antique farm equipment
· Estate Sale Services

GREAT SALES SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

210 Ryno Road, Coloma Michigan
Located behind McDonalds

Open 7 days a week – Mon-Sat 10am-6pm & Sun 12pm-6pm

Website: www.greatlakes-antiques.com

adnum=60407425

Over 20,000 sq ft!

STORE WIDE SALE
NOVEMBER 20TH-22ND

OVER 80 VENDORS 20% OFF

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS HERE!
Nov. 18 & 19

Kalamazoo Offi ce

Nov. 20
St. Joseph Offi ce

St. Joseph Offi ce
206 Court St.
St. Joseph, MI
269-982-1988

Kalamazoo Offi ce
4341 S. Westnedge Ave

Suite #1200
Kalamazoo, MI
269-327-5250

COMPLIMENTARY
Medicare Coverage Reviews!

With John Sailor

James Hartwell, Robert Wolf and Richard Coffinger are investment adviser representatives of, and securities and advisory services or 
offered through, USA Financial Securities Corp. (Member FINRA/SIPC). USA Financial Securities is a registered investment adviser 

located at 6020 E Fulton St., Ada, MI 49301. Neither John Sailor nor Hartwell & Wolf is affiliated with USA Financial Securities

adnum=60677492

Benton Harbor
CLOSSON’S Auto Community Specials

SPECIAL OFFER FOR BENTON HARBOR RESIDENTS
10% OFF LABOR OR 50% OFF OIL CHANGE

10% OFF
LABOR

some exclusions may apply
expires 11/30/15

50%OFF
OIL CHANGE

some exclusions may apply
expires 11/30/15

32 years Serving the Community
1860 Pipestone Rd, Benton Harbor, MI

269-925-8321
“Located inside the Orchard Mall” (In the old Sears)

Costs may vary for some makes & models


