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He said that it’s always a 
tragedy when someone 
dies, but it’s even harder to 
take when a young person 
kills another young per-
son. “It’s times like these 

that the community needs 
to come together.”

Cornelia Davenport 
didn’t know Kelly or his 
family, but she felt it was 
important to come out 
and show support.

She said that parents 
need to keep a closer eye 
on their children and 

spend time with them, in-
stead of  being out party-
ing.

She added that kids need 
more positive role models, 
and that boys particularly 
need good male role mod-
els in their lives.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

about three years ago, Har-
rison said.

“We’re required to update 
that each year, and so basi-
cally what we’ve been doing 
is updating the project (list) 
and the cost to reflect cur-
rent market conditions,” he 
said.

Despite the apparent 
slowness of the legislative 
calendar, Harrison remains 
upbeat about LMC’s chanc-
es.

“It’s in the House (of 
Representatives) now, and 
so with (state) Rep. Al 
Pscholka we feel optimistic 
that he’ll help move these 
projects,” Harrison said. 
“It’s ourselves, Ferris State 

and West Shore, so our 
hope is that the legislature 
will deal with those first.” 

The biggest items include 
a renovation of LMC’s two 
large lecture halls and Stu-
dent Success Center ($5.7 
million); upgrading the 
heating, ventilation and air-
conditioning systems ($4.5 
million); renovation of the 
Learning Resource Center 
($2.1 million); numerous 
improvements of its class-
rooms, including ceiling 
and lighting systems ($2.1 
million); and a series of re-
stroom renovations ($2 mil-
lion).

Other projects include a 
full-time and adjunct facul-
ty service center ($380,819), 
and miscellaneous class-
room improvements that 
don’t fall into the larger 

budget ($309,945).
The college is pursuing 

many of the projects to 
make better use of existing 
space. For example, the 
Learning Resource Center 
project will focus on com-
bining all of LMC’s various 
support services, including 
its honors and transitional 
studies programs – under 
one roof.

If the grant does come 
through, any construction 
is a year away because of 
the additional planning and 
design work, Harrison said. 
The governor’s office would 
also have to sign off.

“Assuming we get it 
wrapped up in December, 
we’d take the calendar year 
of 2016 to plan, and start to 
implement (the projects) in 
2017,” he said.
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IN BRIEF
Benton Harbor church 
to host fall festival

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Vision Center church 
at 756 Highland Ave. will 
host a Fall Fest 2-5 p.m. 
Saturday for children, the 
church announced.

There will be games, ac-
tivities and a bounce room.

LMC sets event for 
prospective students

BENTON HARBOR — 
Lake Michigan College will 
have a fall open house 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
7, on its Napier Avenue 
campus.

Prospective students and 
their families can submit an 
application, and talk with 
faculty about academic pro-
grams, financial aid and 
transferring credits to other 
universities. Campus tours 
will begin at 11:15 a.m., 
11:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
At noon, there will be a pre-
sentation about Beckwith 
Hall, the new on-campus 
housing facility.

Academic program high-
lights will include computer 
information systems, the 
enology and viticulture 
wine program, music, and 
LMC’s accredited health-
care programs.

Attendees who RSVP at 
lakemichigancollege.edu/
openhouse will be entered 

into a drawing for a chance 
to win a $500 gift card.

For more information or 
to register, call 927-8626 or 
email at admissions@ 
lakemichigancollege.edu.

Holiday cards collected 
for troops, veterans

U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, 
R-St. Joseph, invites resi-
dents of the 6th Congres-
sional District to share the 
spirit of the season with 
cards to active duty mili-
tary personnel, their fami-
lies and veterans through 
the Red Cross Holiday 
Mail for Heroes program.

Cards may be dropped 
off  at Upton’s constituent 
services offices at 720 Main 
St. in St. Joseph or 157 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 
180, in Kalamazoo. The of-
fices will accept cards 
dropped off  until Nov. 17 
and will deliver them to a 
local Red Cross office.

Senders are asked to keep 
in mind these guidelines:

■ Include a heartfelt mes-
sage, but sign your first 
name; do not include phone 
number or email addresses.

■ Use generic titles such 
as “Dear Service Member, 
Veteran or Military Family 
Member” when writing 
cards.

■ Do not use cards with 
glitter as it may aggravate 
health problems.

■ Do not enclose addi-
tional items such as gift 
cards, photos or other gifts 
as they will be removed.

■ Envelopes are unneces-
sary for the cards.

Prosecutor to decide 
soon in Courser case

LAPEER (AP) — A pros-
ecutor will decide in the next 
week or so how to proceed 
following an investigation 
into whether a former law-
maker was blackmailed over 
his extramarital affair with 
another legislator.

Lapeer County Prosecu-
tor Tim Turkelson said 
Thursday he has a report 
from state police, who inves-
tigated ex-Rep. Todd Cours-
er’s complaint of getting 
threatening text messages 
for his relationship with 
then-Rep. Cindy Gamrat. 

Turkelson says he could 
file charges, decline charges 
or seek more information.

Courser resigned and 
Gamrat was expelled in 
September. Both are run-
ning in Tuesday’s special 
Republican primaries.

Courser sent a false email 
saying he had sex with a 
male prostitute – an attempt 
to make the affair less plau-
sible if revealed by an anon-
ymous “blackmailer.” 
Courser says the report 
should be released immedi-
ately, not after the election.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT
Sentences

St. Joseph

Assault
Antonio T. Taylor, 34, of High-

land Avenue, Benton Harbor, 1 
year in jail, credit for 118 days 
served, for domestic violence, 
third offense, an attack on his 
brother Alfonzo Taylor Jan. 15, 
2014, in Benton Township.

Marcus R. Young, 36, of Mil-
ton Street, Benton Harbor, 93 
days in jail for domestic vio-
lence, an attack on Lanetta 
Williams July 22 at their home 
in Benton Township.

Tampering with tether
Diamond D. Orbain, 19, of 

Jackson, 90 days in jail for 
tampering with an electronic 
device, cutting off his tether 
bracelet, Aug. 9, while fleeing 
from the Kalamazoo Probation 
Enhancement Program facility 
in Benton Harbor. The tether 
strap was found outside the 
KPEP building and Orbain was 
found hiding at someone’s 
house. The monitoring device 
was not found.

Lamont M. Simpson, 29, of 
Wilson Road, St. Joseph, 180 
days in jail, credit for 49 days 
served, for tampering with an 
electronic device, cutting off 
his tether monitor July 22 in 
Benton Harbor.

Fraud
Amy L. Sanders, 59, of Rus-

sell Road, Benton Harbor, 5 
years probation, 100 hours of 
community service, $2,478 in 
fines and costs and restitution 
of $82,896 for using false pre-
tenses to obtain more than 
$1,000 and less than $20,000. 

While operating a licensed 
child day care from Jan. 2, 
2011, to Jan. 24, 2015, Sand-
ers billed the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services for hours that DHHS-
funded children were not actu-
ally in her care, according to 
court records.

Kevin DeFrance, 55, of Terri-
torial Road, Benton Harbor, 2 
days in jail, credit for 2 days 
served, fines and costs of 
$1,008 for attempted uttering 
and publishing, cashing a 
check with a forged signature 
May 8 at Honor Credit Union’s 
Benton Township branch.

Other
Nathan B. Bodtke, 34, of 

Ontario Street, Niles, 5 days in 
jail, credit for 5 days served, 
and fines and costs of $398 for 
third-degree home invasion 
July 12 in Pipestone Township. 
Bodtke broke into his father’s 
house on Columbia Avenue. A 
neighbor who’d been asked to 
watched the house called 
police, according to court 
records.

Trenton X. Marshall, 29, of 
Concord Road, Benton Harbor, 
90 days in jail, credit for 24 
days served, and fines and 
costs of $198 for larceny from 
the person. Marshall stole $5 
from Tina Hardnett’s purse at 
her house in Benton Harbor on 
June 4, according to court 
records.

Alfred Banks Jr., 47, of 
Pavone Street, Benton Harbor, 
270 days in jail, credit for 44 
days served, fines and costs of 
$1,756, three years probation, 
275 days on SCRAM tether and 
60 hours community service 
for operating while intoxicated, 

third offense, Aug. 29 on Main 
Street in Benton Harbor.

Misty A. Krogel, 33, of  Bever-
ly Court, Benton Harbor, 30 
days in jail, credit for 4 days 
served, fines and costs of 
$1,048 and 15 months proba-
tion for possession of a con-
trolled substance – analogues, 
May 1 in Benton Township.

Niles

Assault
Ian G. Lucker, 29, of Jerome 

Street, Niles, 32 months to 15 
years in prison, and fines and 
costs of $2,628 for assault by 
strangulation, an attack on Lisa 
Fisk Aug. 24 in Niles.

David W. Pflug, 35, of Emer-
ald Drive, Niles, 210 days in 
jail, credit for 43 days served, 
$2,118 in fines and costs, 180 
days on SCRAM tether and 3 
years probation for domestic 
violence, third offense, an 
attack on his wife Jennifer 
Pflug Aug. 31 in Niles.

Drunken driving
Bradley E. Penley, 31, of San-

dridge Road, Sawyer, 150 days 
in jail, credit for 6 days served, 
$2,353 in fines and costs, 120 
days on SCRAM tether, 3 years 
probation and 480 hours com-
munity service for operating 
while intoxicated, third offense, 
Aug. 7 in Berrien Springs.

Wayne F. Little Jr., 48, of 
River Road, Paw Paw, 180 days 
in jail, credit for 48 days 
served, $2,366 in fines and 
costs, 90 days on SCRAM teth-
er, 3 years probation and 480 
hours community service for 
operating while intoxicated, 
third offense, Aug. 16, 2014, in 
Berrien Springs.

Detroit natives wary as recovery 
threatens to push them out
By COREY WILLIAMS
Associated Press 

DETROIT — Gritty 
residents and business 
owners who stuck with De-
troit through the economic 
bad times fear they could 
be priced out during the 
city’s slow recovery as 
property values and rents 
tip-toe up. Detroit is 
among several large urban 
communities experiencing 
a mini-boom as developers 
see potential where there 
once was neglect and aban-
donment.

“When an area gets pop-
ular, you know the land-
lord always wants a bite of 
it,” said John Farhoud, 
who is unsure he can afford 
to keep paying the rent on 
his bakery shop in the 
Eastern Market District, 
an area that just experi-
enced one of its busiest 
summers.

Farhoud says he closed a 
sandwich shop in an in-
door marketplace there 
two years ago when its 
then-owners doubled the 
monthly rent from $1,700 
to $3,400.

“I talked to my partner 
and we decided it wasn’t 
worth it,” he said.

Less than a year after 
Detroit emerged from the 
nation’s largest municipal 
bankruptcy, new develop-
ments indicate a revival. 
Crews are completing tou-

chups on a previously run-
down 36-unit apartment 
building a slap-shot dis-
tance from an under-con-
struction hockey arena and 
entertainment district just 
north of downtown De-
troit. Work has also started 
on a $65 million retail and 
residential development 
along Detroit’s east river-
front.

And it’s not only devel-
opers with money to spend. 
Suburbanites are flocking 
downtown, and this is 
boosting business.

Up to 3,000 customers 
daily file through the Gra-
tiot Central Market, ac-
cording to building owner 
Tommy Bedway, who says 
the property’s value has in-
creased by about 30 per-
cent since he bought it in 
2013.

Bedway’s grandfather 
and father worked in the 
market’s butcher shops in 
the 1930s and 1940s, and 
his family has run its own 
store there since 1967. He 
says he now wants busi-
nesses in the Gratiot Cen-
tral Market that fit his vi-
sion for the sought-after 
site.

“We can become more 
selective, and we have 
turned people down,” Bed-
way says.

George N’Namdi, an 
artist and gallery owner in 
Detroit’s Midtown, says 
that while newcomers are 

welcome, the city must en-
sure that native Detroiters 
aren’t edged out.

“We need to have some-
thing that levels the play-
ing field ... that the African 
American and Hispanic 
and other communities are 
represented in this new de-
velopment,” N’Namdi 
said. 

Mayor Mike Duggan’s 
office appears to agree. A 
new fund using private 
capital supports minority 
small-business owners who 
primarily employ minority 
employees. Another pro-
gram, fueled with private 
and public funds, pairs ten-
ants and small business 
owners.

“We need to make sure 
that everyone benefits from 
the recent investment in 
Detroit,” city spokesman 
Dan Austin says. “And 
part of that is ensuring 
that the business owners 
who have been here can 
compete.”

There also are efforts to 
make the changing city 
more affordable for resi-
dents.

Any project that receives 
discounted land, tax abate-
ments or similar benefits 
must reserve at least 20 
percent of its units at a rent 
that is affordable to people 
earning 80 percent of the 
area’s median income or 
less – about $21,000 in De-
troit zip codes.

A SEA OF SQUASH

Deputy Tim Simon / Oceana County Sheriff’s Department via AP

An overturned truck with its spilled load of butternut squash is seen Wednesday in Ocea-
na County’s Leavitt Township. Authorities say the speeding truck hauling 70,000 pounds 
of butternut squash crashed while going around a curve. Sheriff’s Lt. Craig Mast says 
the driver, who had minor injuries, was cited for excessive speed. Much of the load was 
dumped along the roadway, but Mast says the trailer had to be unloaded so the truck 
could be righted. Farm workers cleared away the squash. Mast says it was “a little bit of 
a labor-intensive effort.”

Notice of Public Hearing on 

Berrien County 2016 Budget

  The County of Berrien will hold a public hearing 

on the 2016 budget millage rates, and the 2016 

budget.

  The hearing will be held on Thursday, 

November 5, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. in the Board 

of Commissioners Room at the Berrien County 

Administration Building, 701 Main St, Saint. 

Joseph, MI 49085-1316.

  A copy of the budget is available for public 

inspection in the County Administration Offi ce at 

the Berrien County Administration Building.  The 

hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

  The property tax millage rate proposed to 
be levied to support the proposed budget will 
be a subject of this hearing.

This notice is published by:

Berrien County Board of Commissioners

701 Main St

Saint Joseph, MI 49085

(269) 983-7111, Ext. 8095
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