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LOCAL & STATE
Millburg night spot faces wrecking crew

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — The 
old hangout known as Billie’s Bar 
in Millburg will cease to exist.

Benton Township trustees ap-
proved demolition and asbestos 
bids for the vacant property at 4758 
Territorial Road owned by Tom 
Jennings.

The board will pay Withrow Ex-
cavating $9,500 to demolish the 
building and Martin and Associ-
ates $2,000 to remove the asbestos 
contained in a small area of lino-
leum.

Clerk Carolyn Phillips said the 
building will be demolished within 

the next 30 days.
Treasurer Debbie Boothby said 

the township had received com-
plaints over the last few years about 
the property’s condition.

She said the building department 
tried to work with Jennings to ei-
ther repair or demolish the build-
ing to no avail.

“We asked the residents for their 
patience and now it’s time to follow 
through with what we said we 
would do,” Boothby said Tuesday. 
“We will put the cost of the asbes-
tos abatement and demolition on 
Mr. Jennings taxes and expect him 
to pay his debt.”

Jennings is not a township resi-
dent, but owns property in the 
township, Boothby.

Superintendent Elden Piontek 
said money for the demolition will 
come out of the general fund 
through the demolition line item.

“We budgeted $30,000 this year, 

but we hadn’t used it,” Piontek said. 
“We worked with the county to get 
a grant for the demolition of those 
27 vacant houses earlier this year. 
We didn’t even use any of the demo 
funding on our budget. After this, 
we’ll still have money left over.”

On July 1, 2014, the board au-
thorized the building department 
to seek demolition bids.

In a letter written to trustees in 
July 2014, Jennings wrote he was 
fully aware of the bar’s condition.

“At this point in time we are de-
ciding what can be done with the 
building,” he said in his letter. “I 
have had an architect and a roofer 
look at a plan to improve or demo 
the building.”

The Construction Board of Ap-
peals met June 29, 2015, to hear 
the Jennings’ appeal to keep the 
structure, which was denied.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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Benton Township trustees have approved demolition of the former Billie’s 
Bar  at 4758 Territorial Road. The once-popular Millburg night spot has been 
idle for several years.

Owner to be charged 
for demo, asbestos 
costs in his taxes
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Freshman Heidi Harris takes advantage of 70 degree temperatures Tuesday, as she studies outside at Andrews University in Berrien Springs. More 
seasonable temperatures are in the forecast. Weather A10.

WHILE IT LASTED Mobile 
farmers 
market likely 
to roll 
next year
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — The 
mobile farm market operated by 
the Berrien County Health Depart-
ment and Andrews University is 
likely to roll again next year, the 
Board of Health heard Wednes-
day.

The future for a consumer-sup-
ported agriculture program, that 
delivered fresh produce to custom-
ers, is not as bright.

Nicki Britten, recently promoted 
to deputy health offi cer, reported 
that changes are taking place inside 
Andrews’ agriculture department, 
which maintains a student garden 
that supplied the mobile market.

And, at present, there is no grant 
funding to operate the truck that 
made stops in low-income areas 
with limited access to fresh fruits 
and vegetables, she said. This year’s 
programs, which included cooking 
demonstrations and videos, were 
supported with a $100,000 grant 
from the Michigan Department of 
Community Health.

But Britten said the organizers 
are looking at other funding sourc-
es, and she is optimistic that the 
mobile market, which started in 
2014, will make the rounds in 
2016.

The mobile market saw the most 
transactions at its stop at the Ber-
rien Springs History Center, Brit-
ten told the board. The lowest 
numbers were seen at the Virginia 

SH assistant manager to retire
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — South 
Haven Assistant City Manager 
Paul VandenBosch is leaving the 
job after 19 years with the city.

VandenBosch’s last day on the 
job is Monday. A search for a new 
assistant manager is underway, 
City Manager Brian Dissette 
said.

VandenBosch, 54, has worked 
under three city managers. He 
joined the city staff in 1996 as 
zoning administrator, but has 
been assistant city manager since 
1997.

“It’s a big loss” of experience 
for the city, Dissette said.

VandenBosch said he has no 
specifi c plans beyond spending 

the winter in Ari-
zona.

“I expect to be 
looking for work, 
but we plan to stay 
in South Haven,” 
he said.

Mayor Bob Burr 
read a proclama-
tion honoring Van-
denBosch’s service 
to the city at the City Council 
meeting Monday night.

“The city of South Haven wish-
es to recognize Paul VandenBo-
sch for his unwavering dedication 
and laudable efforts to provide 
accurate, professional service to 
the city,” it read in part.

“Thank you for your service,” 
Councilwoman Vickiy Kozlik 
Wall told VandenBosch. “You 

will be missed.”
VandenBosch has been staff li-

aison for many city boards and 
commissioners during his tenure. 
They include the Planning Com-
mission, Local Development Fi-
nance Authority, Housing Com-
mission, Downtown Development 
Authority, Harbor Commission, 
Brownfi eld Redevelopment Au-
thority, Construction Board of 
Appeals and Zoning Board of 
Appeals.

Two major work areas for him 
included oversight of large public 
works and demolition projects, 
and economic development ef-
forts.

The city will take applications 
until Dec. 11, Dissette said.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-0357, 
Twitter @HPLersten

Retired 
businessman 
adds LMC 
into his trust
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
A retired businessman and 
Lake Michigan College alum-
nus is giving back in a big 
way to the institution that af-
fected his life.

Edward Todd, who attend-
ed LMC from 1954 to 1956, is 
adding the college to a chari-
table trust he’d created for 
several other entities that 
made a mark in his life.

“I don’t think, right now, 
especially in the state of 
Michigan, there’s anything 
more important than educa-
tion,” Todd said. “So I do 
what I can, mostly for the 
high school.”

In LMC’s case, the trust 
contributions will be targeted 
for the Edward J. Todd Busi-
ness Education and Resource 
Center, said LMC President 
Bob Harrison.

“Mr. Todd has put us in his 
estate plan, so he’s a very nice 
man. I’m not sure what the 
valuation will be, but it’s 
something for the future,” 
Harrison said.

Harrison’s comments fol-
lowed last month’s meeting, 
where the board recognized 
him for his contribution.

The center is part of  a ma-
jor overhaul envisioned for 
the Napier Avenue campus – 

St. Joseph Twp. DPW director starts Dec. 1
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

ST. JOSEPH — St. Joseph 
Township has found a successor 
for longtime public works direc-
tor Dick Beebe.

David Rindfi eld will take over 
the Department of Public Works 
on Dec. 1, which gives him a 
month to go over things with 
Beebe before he steps down, 
Township Manager Tim Fender-
bosch said.

Rindfi eld emerged as the top 
choice in a four-person fi eld, 
which included two internal can-
didates, Fenderbosch said.

“All were very good, but we 
did fi nd a gentleman that has 15 
years of experience and a lot of 
background in water and waste-
water treatment systems,” he 

said.
Township Board members 

unanimously approved hiring 
Rindfi eld at a $58,000 annual 
salary at Monday’s meeting. 

Treasurer Dave Vonk and 
Trustee Gary Bluschke were ab-
sent.

The search began last month 
after Beebe told the township of 
his plans to retire Dec. 31, after 
about 29 years on the job.

Rindfi eld worked as director 
of public works at Wade Trim of 
Grand Rapids from 2004 to 
2009. 

He then became an outside 
sales representative for Under-
ground Pipe & Valve of Kalama-
zoo, which is a well-known sup-
plier to local municipal projects, 
Fenderbosch said.

Rindfi eld has worked as a die-

sel mechanic in the U.S. Army, 
“so he’s got good mechanical 
skills with engines,” Fenderbosch 
said.

“We had the opportunity once 
before to work with Dave, and he 
is a hands-on kind of guy. I think 
he will be a good fi t,” Fenderbo-
sch said. “I think he’ll fi t in very 
nicely.”

Beebe has also indicated he’ll 
be available to answer questions 
for a short time after retirement, 
if  Rindfi eld needs it, Fenderbo-
sch said.

“We wanted someone who had 
a good background in sewer and 
water. We have a tremendous 
pair of staff  in sewer and parks. 
Those guys do an unbelievable 
job, and we felt that Dave fi t their 

VANDENBOSCH

See LMC, page A4 See DPW, page A4

Engineering 
costs for lift 
stations 
approved 
by trustees

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — As 
part of  Benton Township’s sew-
er replacement project, trustees 
approved $24,900 in engineer-
ing costs to replace the Crystal 
Avenue and Broadway lift sta-
tions.

The cost includes the prepara-
tion of  construction plans, the 
topographical survey, permit-
ting with the Michigan Depart-
ment of  Environmental 

See FARMERS, page A4

Township able to fund 
project through excess 
money in sewer fund

See APPROVED, page A4
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Upton backs ‘Dig Once’ bill 
for broadband connections
By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — Under a 
proposal being discussed by 
the U.S. House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, 
chaired by U.S. Rep. Fred 
Upton, the nation’s high-
ways could become a con-
duit for the information su-
perhighway.

The Communications 
and Technology Subcom-
mittee has proposed the 
Broadband Conduit De-
ployment Act, also known 
as the “Dig-Once” bill.

House Resolution 3805 
would require any highway 
construction project receiv-
ing federal dollars to in-
clude conduits for broad-
band access, should federal 
authorities deem that nec-
essary.

“Whether students in 
Kalamazoo, farmers in Ber-
rien County, or any small 
businesses throughout 
Southwest Michigan, 
broadband Internet trans-
forms the way we stay con-
nected, learn, get informa-
tion, and go about our daily 

lives,” said 
Upton, R-St. 
Joseph. “The 
Energy and 
C o m m e r c e 
Committee is 
committed to 
making sure 
that everyone 
in Michigan 
and across 
the country has the ability 
to access and utilize this re-
source now and well into 
this future. ... Our next step 
is moving these proposals 
and getting them across the 
finish line as soon as possi-
ble.”

The “Dig-Once” bill is 
authored by subcommittee 
Ranking Member Anna 
Eshoo (D-Cal.) and Chair-
man Greg Walden (R-Or), 
and co-sponsored by Up-
ton.

According to Roll Call, 
the newspaper of Congress, 
the push came in the wake 
of a new report that found 
an estimated 25 percent of 
households do not have ac-
cess to high-speed broad-
band Internet either be-

cause of high costs or 
limited availability.

Lawmakers hope the leg-
islation would save money 
and encourage broadband 
investments by reducing the 
costs for providers to put 
more cables underground.

Roll Call reports that 
broadband expansion has 
been a signature initiative 
of the Obama administra-
tion, and now Congress is 
getting on board with the 
effort, pressing legislation 
that aligns closely with rec-
ommendations made in a 
White House report re-
leased in September.

“Much of the easy work 
has been done,” that report 
stated. “Lowering barriers 
to deployment and foster-
ing market competition can 
drive down price, increase 
speeds, and improve service 
and adoption rates for all 
markets.”

The recommendations 
were the result of work by 
the Broadband Opportuni-
ty Council, created by Pres-
ident Barack Obama in 
March to develop a strategy 

for delivering high-speed 
Internet to areas that lack 
it.

“It is so common sense 
that I wonder why we didn’t 
come up with this a decade 
ago,” Eshoo said.

The “Dig Once” legisla-
tion would require states to 
evaluate the need for broad-
band conduit – a pipe that 
could hold fiber-optic ca-
bles – to be installed at the 
same time as a federally 
funded highway construc-
tion project. 

If  the evaluation shows 
the need to install the pipes 
in that area in the next 15 
years, it would have to be 
installed at the same time as 
the highway construction.

Large portions of broad-
band networks run through 
the public right-of-way in 
the space next to highways 
or directly underneath the 
roadways. The Federal 
Highway Administration 
has estimated that digging 
up and rebuilding roads can 
contribute to 90 percent of 
the costs for expanding 
broadband networks.

UPTON

for which LMC is raising 
$7.5 million as part of  its 
“Campaign for Tomor-
row” initiative. Further-
more, LMC has applied 
for a $17.8 million state 
capital outlay grant.

The BERC, as the cen-
ter will be called, is envi-
sioned as a multi-purpose 
space for students, faculty 
and aspiring entrepre-
neurs “to study, interact, 
and work to enhance their 
learning experience,” a 
summary on the college’s 
website states.

The trust gained mo-
mentum after Todd’s step-
father died in 2010, ac-
cording to Todd and Ron 
Weimer, vice president at 
Hilliard Lyons, who 
helped to create it.

“My accountant very 
seriously asked me one 
day, ‘Have you thought 
about it (a trust)?’ It never 
entered my mind,” Todd 
said. “I said, ‘The only 
idea I had was to set up a 
scholarship fund at St. Joe 
High School, do it after I 
die, put it in my will.’ He 
said, ‘No, do it now, while 
you’re alive.’ That’s when 
I found out about a chari-
table trust, what it is, how 

it works.”
Todd’s primary charita-

ble focuses are education 
and business, Weimer 
said.

“We also give back to 
St. Joe Today, where we’re 
very instrumental,” he 
said.

Todd spent his early 
childhood in Muskegon 
Heights before moving to 
St. Joseph in 1947.

He graduated from St. 
Joseph High School in 
1954, and spent his next 
two years at LMC – or 
Benton Harbor Commu-
nity College, as the insti-
tution was known, ac-
cording to a biography 

posted by the St. Joseph 
Public Schools Founda-
tion. 

Todd finished his edu-
cation at Western Michi-
gan University, from 
which he graduated with a 
degree in business admin-
istration.

His stepfather, Paul Su-
chovsky, made his mark 
in St. Joseph with a distri-
bution business, West 
Michigan Wholesale, 
“which was on Niles Ave-
nue, where Wendy’s is, and 
his warehouse was,” Todd 
recalled. “He sold whole-
sale – candy, cigarettes, 
toys.” 

Suchovsky then sold 

West Michigan Wholesale 
to develop the Hilltop 
Garden Center, where 
Todd worked with him 
until 2000.

“I worked for him until 
he wasn’t able to carry on 
anymore, and then, I re-
tired with him,” Todd 
said.

After his stepfather’s 
death, Todd became trust-
ee of  the Paul and Rose 
Suchovsky Charitable 
Trust. 

He then named the St. 
Joseph Public Schools 
Foundation as a benefi-
ciary of  the trust, and 
used it to endow six $5,000 
scholarships in perpetuity 

for St. Joseph High School 
graduates planning to 
pursue business careers.

In time, Todd added 
other entities to the trust.

“I wanted to pick all 
those (organizations) that 
had meaning for me,” he 
said.

Todd supports causes 
outside the trust, includ-
ing Habitat for Humanity, 
along with the Noah Proj-
ect, an animal rescue or-
ganization, and Every 
Woman’s Place, a women’s 
shelter, he said. The latter 
two organizations are 
based in Muskegon. 

“All things are, to me, 
worthwhile,” he said.

LMC
From page A3

personalities. He’s a hands-
on individual,” Fenderbo-
sch said after the meeting.

Rindfield will commute 
from Lawrence until he 
moves closer to his job, 
Fenderbosch said. 

The board this week filled 

a vacancy on its Zoning 
Board of Appeals. Long-
time member Mildred Hart 
resigned last month after 
more than 20 years of ser-
vice.

The board unanimously 
named Ron Sherman to fill 
Hart’s unexpired term 
through Nov. 1, 2018.

“He’s (Sherman) a retired 
teacher that wants to help 

the township,” Supervisor 
Roger Seely said.

The ZBA is a six-person 
board that deals with the 
administration of zoning 
ordinances, including ap-
peals of administrative de-
cisions, requests for vari-
ances, and interpretations 
of zoning maps, states an 
outline prepared by the 
township.

DPW
From page A3

Edwards Community Center in Ben-
ton Harbor and Redbud Area Minis-
tries in Buchanan.

The consumer-supported agriculture 
(CSA) pilot program, launched this 
year, had openings for 25 Bridge card 
recipients who had the opportunity to 
pay $10 to $15 a week for a basket of 
produce delivered to their homes or 
workplaces.

It started with 12 households, Brit-
ten said. At the end of the growing sea-
son, only five families were still partici-
pating.

Britten said staff members are look-
ing into why the program wasn’t more 
of a success.

Board of Health member Linda 
Strohl said the families might not have 
liked some of the vegetables they were 
receiving, and were accustomed to 
picking out their own groceries.

Britten said Andrews’ staff member 
were “incredibly flexible” in allowing 
participants to swap items and select 
those they wanted to eat.

She told the board that the chances 
are “pretty slim” that the CSA project 
will be available next year.

She said the lessons they learned will 
be valuable for providing such an op-
tion in the future.

The health department helps run the 

Benton Harbor farmers market, as 
well, as part of its goal to get residents 
to eat more nutritious foods.

At the farmers market this year, 40 
percent of the sales came from partici-
pants in the Market Fresh program for 
senior citizens, which surprised Britten. 
Market Fresh sales totalled $1,400.

Twenty-eight percent of sales came 
from those receiving food assistance 
with Bridge cards and using Double–
Up Food Bucks coupons.

The market had a record number of 
attendants, at 300, on Aug. 18, when 

Harbor Market and other food ven-
dors were at the location at Mitchell 
Park.

But that wasn’t their biggest sales 
day, which came on July 29 with more 
than $450 in produce purchased.

Britten said health department staff is 
continuing discussions with the Harbor 
Market organizers, which sets up Fri-
days in the Mosaic resale store parking 
lot, to possibly combine resources to 
reach the larger number of customers.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-0360, Twitter: 
@HPMatuszak

FARMERS
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Louis Atkins helps unload the Andrews University Mobile Farm Market truck in August 
2014. The program will continue for a third year in 2016.

Equality and the bidding 
of  the project.

Public Works Supervi-
sor Andrew Jordan told 
trustees Tuesday the ex-
isting stations will be re-
placed by new submers-
ible lift stations.

“The new submersible 
lift station pumps are in 
the water,” Jordan said. 
“The old stations re-
quired workers to climb 
down a ladder to work in 
them. With the new ones, 
we do everything from 
above ground. It’s a lot 
safer because you won’t 
be in a confined space.”

Jordan said in addition 
to the lift stations, the 
township will seek bids 
for standby generators to 
be put in each station in 
case the power goes out.

The reason the town-
ship is replacing the Crys-
tal Avenue and Broadway 
lift stations are because 
of  their ages. Installed in 
the late 1950s, Jordan 
said the bottom of  the 
pumps are getting worn 
out.

“These lift stations 
don’t usually last this 
long,” Jordan said. “The 
township has taken good 
care of  them and have 
gotten a lot of  life out of 
them.”

Jordan said the lift sta-
tions are extremely im-
portant because if  they 
were to not function 
properly, the sewer would 
back up into basements.

The project is being 
handled by Midwest Civil 

Engineers, a South Haven 
company that specializes 
in municipal water, sani-
tary sewer systems and 
storm drain systems.

Superintendent Elden 
Piontek said money for 
these sewer replacements 
would come from the 
township’s sewer fund.

“We sold some bonds, 
and the other project 
came in under budget,” 
Piontek said. “These (lift 
stations) were not 
planned, but we came in 
under budget. That’s un-
usual most of  the time.”

The other project Pi-
ontek was referencing to 
was the sewer replace-
ment project on Empire 
Avenue, Ogden Avenue 
and Ridgeway Street.

Jordan said the Ridge-
way portion is complete, 
Empire Avenue is almost 
paved and on Ogden Av-
enue workers are still lay-
ing pipe.

The project will be de-
signed and bid out this 
winter, with construction 
taking place in the 
spring.

In other business, the 
2016 proposed budget 
hearing was set by trust-
ees for Dec. 15. The bud-
get will be available on-
line for public inspection 
10 days before the hear-
ing.

Trustees granted Dar-
row Properties Inc. a li-
quor license to operate a 
microbrewery at 670 N. 
Shore Drive, which the 
building will be renovated 
and open in mid-2016.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.
com, 932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWitt-
kowski

APPROVED
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IN BRIEF
New Troy post hosts 
Veterans Day event

NEW TROY — The 
public is invited for a 1:30 
p.m. Sunday Veterans Day 
ceremony at American 
Legion Post 518 in New 
Troy, the post reported. 
Lunch will follow at the 
post along Wee-Chik 
Road.

Veterans Day event 
set for Stevensville

STEVENSVILLE — 
American Legion Post 568 
in Stevensville will host a 
Veterans Day Salute at 11 
a.m. Wednesday at Lin-
coln Township Cemetery, 
the post announced.

The cemetery is along 
St. Joseph Avenue. All 

veterans and the public is 
invited. Lunch and re-
freshments follow in the 
post at Johnson and Le-
gion roads.

The ceremony will be at 
the post if  foul weather 
strikes.

SJ Twp. sets  
Board of Review

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph Township Board 
of  Review will meet at 10 
a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 
the Township Hall, 3000 
Washington Ave., St. Jo-
seph, the township an-
nounced.

The meeting’s purpose 
is limited to correcting 
clerical or factual errors 
in property tax assess-
ments.
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ColomaCLOSSON’S Auto Community Specials

SPECIAL OFFER FOR COLOMA RESIDENTS
10% OFF LABOR OR 50% OFF OIL CHANGE

10% OFF
LABOR

some exclusions may apply
expires 11/16/15

50%OFF
OIL CHANGE

some exclusions may apply
expires 11/16/15

32 years Serving the Community
1860 Pipestone Rd, Benton Harbor, MI

269-925-8321
“Located inside the Orchard Mall” (In the old Sears)

Costs may vary for some makes & models

adnum=60676190

Veterans Day Free Meals

Spaghetti 
Dinner!

FREE

The Women’s Auxiliary 
presents the ...

$7 per person for NON-Veterans. Children 12 & Under Eat FREE
Dinner we include Spaghetti with your choice of meat 

sauce or marinara, salad, garlic toast, & dessert.

Everyone i s Welcome to Join Us!


