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LOCAL & STATE
Hartford voters to weigh in on 
commission race and fire levy
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — City vot-
ers Tuesday will elect three 
commissioners from a fi eld 
of four candidates, and con-
sider a fi re equipment levy 
renewal.

The fi re proposal is a 2-year 
renewal of the 1.4941-mill 
levy, which can only be used 
to buy equipment for the fi re 
department. It would bring 
in $43,985 annually for the 
department, which serves the 
city and Hartford Township. 
Township voters approved a 
similar request in August.

In the commission race, 
three commissioners are be-
ing challenged by former 
Commissioner Helen Sulli-

van.
They are Rick Hall, Terry 

Tibbs and Dennis Goss. Goss 
and Sullivan are both write-
in candidates.

The terms are for 2 years.
Here’s a closer look at the 

four candidates:
Goss, 47, has been on the 

commission for four years. 
He is a carpenter with Trident 
Dock & Dredge in Watervli-

et. He and his 
wife, Cathy, 
have three 
children and 
live at 3 Hill-
iard St.

Goss said 
he’s proud of 
the accom-
plishments the 
commission 

has made since he’s been on 
it, including the sewer plant 
project, and he wants to con-
tinue helping the city move 
forward.

“I’m excited about some 
changes we made, and want 
to continue to do so. I want 
to be a voice for the residents. 
You learn to do that,” he 
said.

Hall, 57, has been on the 

commission for 16 years and 
serves as its mayor pro tem. 
He is also treasurer of the 
board of commissioners for 
the Hartford Recreation 
Council.

He owns Rick Hall Con-
struction and is also em-
ployed seasonally by the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation as a road 
maintenance and snow plow 
worker. He and his wife, Su-
san, have a daughter and live 
at 442 Olds Ave.

“I listen to the public and 
do what’s right,” Hall said. 
“I want to continue the work 
we’re doing with the streets, 
water and sewer systems, and 
get some more businesses 
coming into town.”

Sullivan, 64, served on the 

commission from 1997 to 
2000. She is retired, and 
worked with nonprofi t 
groups and in retail. She is 
former chairwoman of the 
Van Buren County Red 
Cross board. She is divorced, 
and raised three children. 
She lives at 122 Engle Way.

She said it is healthy to 
have new commissioners 
come on board to bring a 
new perspective.

“There have been a lot of 
things that have been posi-
tive, but we need good hous-
ing. I’d like to fi gure out how 
to improve the housing and 
beautify the city. I’d like to 
see community gardens for 
the elderly and low-income 
people.”

Tibbs, 67, has been on the 

commission for two years, 
and also served briefl y as an 
appointee in 2011. He also 
formerly served on the Hart-
ford school board for 11 
years, and on the city Plan-
ning Commission. He is a 
retired shipping team leader 
for Special-Lite, Decatur. He 
and his wife, Diane, raised 
two children and live at 128 
Paras Hill Drive.

“I just think we’ve got a 
good commission, and I 
want to continue the work 
we’ve been doing. We work 
well with each other,” Tibbs 
said.

Also, Mayor Ted Johnson 
is unopposed in seeking a 
new 2-year term.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Alley gallery
By PHYLLIS MCCROSSIN
HP Copy Editor

SOUTH HAVEN — Jim 
Martin will turn 70 in De-
cember. 

While most who are near-
ing the end of a career are 
making retirement plans, 
Martin, who has worked 32 
years at the Consumers En-
ergy power plant near Hol-
land, is looking for his next 
venture.

He has worked as an air 
traffi c controller for the U.S. 
Marine Corps during the 
Vietnam War; he was a De-
troit city police offi cer in the 
’70s, a boat restorer and pho-
tographer – to name a few. 

This summer he opened J. 
Martin Gallery at 406 Phoe-
nix St. in South Haven. It 
seemed to be an interesting 
next step for him.

“I don’t think I can ever be 
fully retired,” he said. 

The gallery has been met 
with enthusiasm from artists 
and customers alike. 

“Other than the Center for 
the Arts, there is no other 
gallery in South Haven. So 
this is a fi rst for the area,” 
Martin said.

The gallery started out as 
a storage area in the back of 
his wife’s business – Cookies 
on Call.

“When we fi rst moved 

Franny’s business from 
Douglas to South Haven we 
put a lot of her equipment 
and supplies in here. I would 
sit back here and visualize a 
gallery,” Martin said.

The visualization, appar-
ently, was the easy part.

“A fl ood had ruined the 
fl ooring. The walls were a 
dingy white. ... It took a lot 
of work to get it to where it is 
today,” Martin said. “Ideally 
it would have been great to 
be open by Fourth of July, 
but there was a lot of work 
to be done. So we opened a 
bit later.”

Today, the sun-fi lled gal-
lery off an alley behind the 
cookie business, showcases 
paintings, jewelry, pottery 
sculptures and Martin’s own 
photographs. 

“Lately a lot of my photo-
graphs are taken at the 
Gilmore Museum,” Martin 
said. “I do all of the work, 
except for the framing, my-
self.”

Most of the artists in his 
gallery are from western 
Michigan. Martin said it has 
been a great venue for artists. 
The gallery includes the 
work of Beth Charles, Jeff  
Blandford, Kathy Kreager, 
Susan Martell, Robin Ipema, 
Greg Gale, Marilyn Weis-
berg, Lynn Anderson and 
Christine Towner. 

“Artists and customers 
found out about the place 
through word of mouth,” 
Martin said. “I would love 
to have more artists in here, 
but space is limited. I’ve had 
to turn down a few artists 
because there is simply not 
enough room. I keep eyeing 
the building across the alley 
– it’s affordable, but it’s a big 
step.”

The gallery is at the break-
even point. In fact, the sec-
ond month after opening 
they reached that point. And 
according to Martin, for 
now that is good enough for 
him.

“Consumers Energy has 
been good to me and my in-
come from there allows me 
to do this,” Martin said. “But 
it’s nice to be able to do this 

and not have to dip into my 
savings. I don’t charge the 
same commission as other 
galleries. I want to keep it af-
fordable for artists.”

So Martin continues to 
work his night job at the 
power plant and his wife 
runs Cookies on Call. She is 
slowly turning over her 
cookie business to one of her 
employees and spends more 

time in the gallery.
Martin said he spends his 

mornings in the gallery and 
works on his photos. His 
wife takes over in the after-
noon, or one of the artists in 
the gallery will take a turn.

“I love to come in here 
and work on my photos,” 
Martin said. “I turn on the 
stereo, listen to jazz and 
just kind of  chill.”

Phyllis McCrossin / HP Staff

Jim Martin is nearing the end of a 32-year career with Consumers Energy and is ready to take on the entrepreneurial role of gallery 
owner in downtown South Haven.

Jim Martin’s career change is SH’s art bonus

Houses continue to sell at record pace
By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Like the 
milestone set in August, 
more Southwest Michigan 
homes were sold in Septem-
ber 2015 than in any Sep-
tember going back to 2006. 

In September, 323 houses 
were sold compared to 293 
in September 2014 for a 10 
percent increase year over 
year. For the year, the num-
ber of houses sold was up 
11 percent.

“The increase in sales oc-
curred when the housing 
market inventory was down 
10 percent from a year ago,” 
said Gary Walter, executive 
vice president of South-
western Michigan Associa-
tion of Realtors Inc.

The numbers reported for 
local sales include residen-
tial property in Berrien, and 
the western halves of Van 
Buren and Cass counties.

In September, there were 
2,525 houses for sale com-
pared to 2,813 in September 
of last year.

The housing inventory 
has steadily decreased from 
a 17.3-month supply in Sep-
tember 2010 to almost half  
that in September – 9.3 

months. For comparison, 
fi ve years ago there were 
3,574 homes on the mar-
ket.

The total dollar volume 
in September decreased 2 
percent from September 
2014. Year-to-date, the total 
volume was up 11 percent 
over last year.

The average selling price 
in September dropped 11 
percent from a year ago. 
Compared to the August 
average selling price of 
$214,765, the September 
average selling price 
dropped 16 percent.

During the peak selling 
months – May through Sep-
tember – this year the aver-
age selling prices were up 
and down. Last year, all fi ve 
months were over slightly 
or near the $200,000 mark.

The median selling price 
in September 2015 was 
down $200 from September 
2014. The median selling 
prices for both years were 
still the highest set since 
September 2006. Compar-
ing to the August median 
selling price of $159,575, 
the September median sell-
ing price dropped 13 per-
cent.

“The number of bank-

owned or foreclosed homes 
as a part of all closed trans-
actions increased to 15 per-
cent from 12 percent in Au-
gust,” Walter said. “The 9 
percent set in July was the 
lowest reached since 2009.”

In Southwest Michigan, 
the mortgage rate held even 
with rate in August at 4.10. 

The rate has not changed 
much throughout the year. 
In January, the rate at 3.67 
was the lowest and it peaked 
at 4.19 in July.

Nationally, the Freddie 
Mac mortgage rate in Sep-
tember dipped to 3.89 from 
3.91 in August for a 30-year 
conventional mortgage. A 
year ago, the average com-
mitment rate was 4.16 per-
cent.

Across the country
According to the Nation-

al Association of Realtors, 
existing home sales re-
bounded strongly in Sep-
tember following August’s 
decline and have now in-
creased year over year for 
12 straight months.

All four major regions ex-
perienced sales gains in 
September.

Total existing-home sales 
increased 4.7 percent to a 

seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 5.5 million in Sep-
tember from a slightly 
downwardly revised 5.3 mil-
lion in August.

NAR chief economist 
Lawrence Yun said a slight 
moderation in home prices 
in some markets and mort-
gage rates remaining below 
4 percent gave more house-
holds the confi dence to 
close on a home last 
month.

“September home sales 
bounced back solidly after 
slowing in August and are 
now at their second highest 
pace since February 2007,” 
he said. “While current 
price growth around 6 per-
cent is still roughly double 
the pace of wages, afford-
ability has slightly improved 
since the spring and is help-
ing to keep demand at a 
strong and sustained pace.”

The national median ex-
isting-home price for all 
housing types in September 
was $221,900, which is 6.1 
percent above September 
2014. September’s price in-
crease marks the 43rd con-
secutive month of year-
over-year gains.

Upton Foundation 
chips in for LMC project
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Every dollar counts, 
which is why Lake Michi-
gan College is pleased to 
get a $375,000 grant from 
the Upton Foundation.

LMC board member 
have agreed to accept the 
Frederick S. Upton Foun-
dation Challenge Grant, as 
it’s known, which will sup-
port its renovation of 
Grand Upton Hall.

The grant, in turn, will 
be used to match private 
funds raised for LMC’s 
“Campaign For Tomor-
row,” President Bob Harri-
son said. 

“We’ve been out recruit-
ing donors to support what 
we do at the college, so this 
(money) will be part of that 
campaign,” Harrison said. 
“We’re talking about 
$750,000 total with what 
the foundation will give us, 
and other money that we’ll 
raise.”

LMC originally applied 
for a $500,000 grant from 
the Upton Foundation in 
June.

The college has raised 

about 70 percent toward 
the campaign’s $7.5 million 
goal. The money will be 
used for its capital projects, 
including the Upton Hall 
renovation, plus construc-
tion of its Hanson Tech-
nology Center, and im-
provements planned for the 
South Haven and Bertrand 
Crossing campuses, among 
other priorities.

The board voted 5-1 last 
week to proceed with infra-
structure and design work 
for its Wine and Culinary 
Education Center, which 
refl ects LMC’s design to 
put both programs under 
one roof, according to a 
summary in Tuesday’s 
board packet.

As part of the effort, the 
college opened a tempo-
rary enology and viticul-
ture lab in August 2014 
and added an associate’s 
degree in applied science 
(culinary management) 
this August. 

LMC has offered certifi -
cate and associate’s degree 
programs in hospitality 
management for more than 
30 years.

See HOUSING, page B2 See PROJECT, page B2

HALL GOSS SULLIVAN
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Regionally, existing-home 
sales in the Midwest climbed 
2.3 percent to an annual 
rate of 1.31 million in Sep-
tember, and are 12 percent 
above September 2014. The 
median price in the Mid-
west was $174,400, up 5.4 
percent from a year ago.

First-time buyers fell to 

29 percent of sales in Sep-
tember after climbing to 
their highest share of the 
year in August. A year ago, 
first-time buyers represent-
ed 29 percent of all buyers.

All-cash sales rose to 24 
percent of transactions in 
September and are un-
changed from a year ago. 
Individual investors, who 
account for many cash sales, 
bought 13 percent of homes 
in September, up from 12 

percent in August, but down 
from 14 percent a year ago.

Nationally, the total 
housing inventory at the 
end of September decreased 
from 2.6 percent to 2.2 mil-
lion existing homes, and is 
now 3.1 percent lower than 
a year ago. 

Unsold inventory is at a 
4.8-month supply at the 
current sales pace, down 
from 5.1 months in August.

“Despite persistent inven-

tory shortages, the housing 
market has made great 
strides this year,” Yun said. 
“This is backed by an in-
creasing share of sellers 
who are realizing the in-
creased equity they’ve 
gained from rising home 
prices and using it toward 
trading up or moving into a 
smaller home.”

Contact Tony Wittkowski at twittkows-
ki@TheHP.com or 932-0358, Twitter:  
|@tonywittkowski

HOUSING
From page B1

LMC Board Chairwom-
an Mary Jo Tomasini, Vice 
Chairman Michael Lindley, 
Treasurer Judy Truesdell 
and Trustees Paul Bergan 
and David Maysick sup-
ported the idea with Trustee 

Stephen Small dissenting. 
Secretary Debra Johnson 
was absent.

In deciding to go ahead, 
the board agreed to seek 
public and private grants – 
and state funds – to help 
fund the project, which 
wasn’t enough to win Small’s 
vote, he said.

“I’m concerned with the 
amount of the capital ex-
penditures that we’re pursu-
ing. I think it’s a good idea 
that the culinary program 
be combined with the wine 
program – my issue is the 
cost,” he said.

Harrison said that the 
work will cost about 

$300,000 because of its spe-
cialized nature.

“We’ll start the process 
with the architects to look 
how we design the center. 
They’ll do the infrastruc-
ture, the roads, and the site 
plan, as well as the actual 
work for the building itself,” 
he said.

PROJECT
From page B1

IN BRIEF
Dowagiac museum 
hosts SJ curator

DOWAGIAC — Mollie 
Kruck, curator at the 
Heritage Museum and 
Cultural Center in St. Jo-
seph, will present “Sports 
in Southwest Michigan” 
in the Fall Lecture Series 
at the Dowagiac Area 
History Museum, the 
Dowagiac museum an-
nounced.

The event is at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

The St. Joseph museum 
recently opened an exhib-
it highlighting local sports 
stories and one-of-a-kind 
artifacts.

The programs are free 
to museum members and 
costs $5 for non-members. 
Children under 18 years 
of  age are free. Member-
ship will be available at 
the museum. The museum 
is at the corner of  Divi-
sion and West Railroad 
streets. For more infor-
mation, call the Dowagiac 
Area History Museum at 
269-783-2560 or visit 
www.dowagiacmuseum.
info.

Auditor pleased with 
Bridgman schools

BRIDGMAN — Bridg-
man schools received high 
grades Monday from au-
ditor Dave Schaffer for 
accurate budget forecasts, 
strong financial position 
and “positive vibes.”

In his report, Schaffer 
said expenses were $9.9 
million with revenue of 
$10.1 million, leaving a 
fund balance of  $1.3 mil-
lion, up $181,000 from a 
year ago. He said the bal-
ance, representing 14.2 
percent of  the operating 
budget, is far closer than 
most surrounding dis-
tricts to the recommended 
15 to 20 percent range.

Schaffer said the dis-
trict received the highest 
audit rating possible and 
complimented the admin-
istration on the very slight 
differences between bud-
geted and actual amounts, 

which he said was “tough 
to do” on a $10 million 
budget.

Vietnam topic of NB 
library program

NEW BUFFALO — 
Friends of New Buffalo Li-
brary will present “Quag-
mire: The United States in 
Vietnam, 1945-1975” at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov.12, 
at the library, 33 N. Thomp-
son St.

Tim Moore of Lake 
Michigan College will ex-
amine the forces behind the 
Vietnam War, including 
geographical, historical, 
political and psychological 
factors. Moore also will re-
view how the country’s en-
gagement shaped its genera-
tion and policies for the 
future.

For more information, 
call the library at 469-2933 
or email new.buffalo.FOL 
@gmail.com.

Mark Parren / HP correspondent

A broken water main created a minor flood early Saturday at Wayne and Ship streets in St. 
Joseph. Public works crews had the line repaired that day.
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