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Betty Jane Rynearson

Betty Jane Rynearson, 
87, of Grand Junction 
passed away Thursday, Oct. 
29, 2015, at Meadow Woods 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center. Betty was born Aug. 
14, 1928, in Benton Harbor 
to Harry and Maude Myers 
and had lived in the Grand 
Junction area since 1950. 
Betty had worked at Adams 
Electronics in Bangor.

Surviving are her two 
children, Tim Rynearson of 
Grand Junction and Cheryl 
Rynearson of Breedsville; 
eight grandchildren; 19 
great-grandchildren; and a 
sister, Mildred LeMeer of 
Tomah, Wis.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Veryl 
“Bud,” in 1993; brother 
Lloyd Myers; and two sis-
ters, Dorothy Masters and 
Mary Scott.

The family will meet 
friends from 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 4, at Ban-
gor Chapel, D.L. Miller Fu-
neral Home (www.dlmiller-
funeralhome.com), where 
funeral services will be at 1 
p.m. Thursday. Interment 
will follow in Breedsville 
Cemetery. The family sug-
gests memorial contribu-
tions to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation of West 
Michigan.

Charles R. Edinger
Charles R. Edinger, 87, 

of St. Joseph passed away 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2015, 
at Lakeland 
Medical Cen-
ter in St. Jo-
seph. 

A celebra-
tion of life 
service will be 
at 11 a.m. 
Monday, Nov. 
2, 2015, at St. 
Joseph First 
United Meth-
odist Church, 2950 Lakev-
iew Ave., with the Rev. Har-
ris Hoekwater officiating. 
Friends may visit from 4-6 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 1, at 
Starks & Menchinger Cha-
pel and Cremation Services, 
2650 Niles Road, St. Jo-
seph. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to St. 
Joseph First United Meth-
odist Church, Humane So-
ciety of Southwestern 
Michigan or Berrien Coun-
ty Shrine. Those wishing to 
sign Charles’ guest book 
may do so online at www.
starks-menchinger.com.

Charles was born in Ben-
ton Harbor on May 4, 1928, 
to Charles and Inez 
(Schaub) Edinger. He grad-
uated from Benton Harbor 
High School in 1946. On 
June 27, 1948, he married 
the love of his life, Loisma-
rie Watts, in Benton Har-
bor, a love story that con-
tinues to this day and 
forever.

In 1949 he joined Mr. 
Roy Anderson as the sole 
employee of Anderson 
Building Materials Co. 
Upon Mr. Anderson’s death 
in 1962, he became the 
owner and president of the 
company, positions he still 
held.

Charles was a member of 
Methodist Peace Temple, 
St. Joseph First United 
Methodist Church, Scottish 
Rite in Grand Rapids and 
Berrien County Shrine 
Club. He was a lifelong 
member of Lakeshore Ma-
sonic Lodge, where he was 
a 32nd degree Mason. He 
was one of the first mem-
bers of the St. Joseph Im-
provement Association and 
had been a director of the 
organization since the 
1960s. Charles was on the 
board of directors of Peo-
ple’s State Bank, Civitas, 
Pinnacle and 5/3rd Bank.

Charles was truly a gen-
tleman, as well as a gentle 
man. He loved his family 
and friends and was a very 
hard worker and a wonder-
ful provider who built An-
derson Building Materials 
into the company it is today. 
He was known as a very 
loving, kind and caring man 
who always had time to talk 
and to make other people 
feel good about themselves. 
He had a welcoming smile 
and made friends easily. He 

will be remembered as a 
wonderful husband, father, 
grandfather and great-
grandfather who will be 
missed by all. As he would 
always say, “How about 
that” and “Peace!”

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 67 years, Lois-
marie; sons, Greg (Marian) 
0Edinger of St. Joseph and 
Jack (Cathy) Edinger of St. 
Joseph; grandchildren: 
Ryan (Carly) Edinger of St. 
Joseph; Kristin (Michael) 
Ritter of Barrington, R.I.; 
Michelle (Kyle) Karnes of 
Grand Rapids; and Jaclyn 
Edinger of Grand Rapids; 
great-grandchildren: Owen 
Ritter, Evie Ritter and Luke 
Edinger; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents and his twin sister, 
Evelyn Hill.

John Skibbe
It is with deep sadness 

that the family of John 
Skibbe announces his death 
at age 67 on Oct. 28, 2015, 
at his home 
in Milford, 
Mich., after a 
brave and op-
timistic battle 
with cancer.

John was 
born Dec. 11, 
1947, in Dow-
agiac to Har-
old and Jean-
n e t t e 
Skibbe. He graduated from 
Benton Harbor High School 
in 1966, attended 
Lake Michigan College and 
graduated from Western 
Michigan University with a 
degree in mechanical engi-
neering. In 1974 he was 
hired by Ford Motor Co. as 
a design engineer in the 
Power Train Engineering 
Division in Dearborn. On a 
short hiatus from Ford, he 
resumed working with his 
parents at Skibbe Mfg. Co. 
in Sodus, where he was in-
strumental in the design 
and fabrication of the Two-
Ton Bulk Spreader in the 
Skibbe Spreader line, for 
which he was granted a U.S. 
patent. In 1976 he returned 
to his position at Ford and 
continued working there 
until his retirement in 2005.

He married Elizabeth 
White in 1996. Together, 
they designed and did much 
of the building on their 
beautiful home in Milford, 
which featured post and 
beam construction, using 
submerged timber salvaged 
from the St. Lawrence Sea-
way.

John was an avid collec-
tor of antique tractors and 
an enthusiastic follower of 
tractor and farm shows. In 
retirement he enjoyed trav-
eling with his wife, riding 
his motorcycle with his 
H.O.G. friends and weekly 
breakfasts with close friends 
from Ford.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Elizabeth; stepson, 
Doug (Sherry) Lovins; step-
daughter, Elizabeth Lovins 
(Mark Woolworth); step-
grandchildren: Tony, Cass-
ie, Beth, Sean, Hope and 
Robbie; four step-great-
grandchildren; mother, 
Jeannette Skibbe of Sodus; 
sisters, Jean (Whitney) Gee 
of Atlanta and Ruth (Al-
bert) Hafer of Sodus; and 
seven nephews.

In addition to a memorial 
service in Milford, there will 
be a funeral service at 1 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 2, at Heri-
tage Chapel in Berrien 
Springs, with Pastor Robert 
Duehlmeyer Jr. officiating. 
Visitation will be from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. prior to the ser-
vice. Interment will follow 
in Eau Claire Caldwell 
Cemetery.

Colleen Rose Villwock
Colleen Rose Villwock, 

loving infant daughter of 
Adam and Brandy (Fitch) 
Villwock, was welcomed 
into the presence of Jesus 
on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 
2015.

A memorial service will 
be at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 5, 2015, at Zion Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 9100 
Church St., Baroda, with 
the Rev. Christopher Noffke 
officiating. A private grave-
side was at Oak Ridge Cem-

etery, Buchanan. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be given to Ron-
ald McDonald House 
Charities Inc., 26345 Net-
work Place, Chicago, IL 
60673-1263. Online condo-
lences accepted at www.
PikeFH.com.

Along with her parents, 
Colleen is survived by her 
grandparents, Dale and 
Marlene Villwock and Ma-
rie Koole; and an extended 
family of great-grandpar-
ents, aunts and uncles.

Colleen was preceded in 
death by her grandfather, 
Arnold Fitch.

Arrangements entrusted 
to Pike Funeral Home, 
Boyd Chapel, 9191 Red Ar-
row Highway, Bridgman. 
(465-3239).

Jason Woolery
Jason Matias Woolery, 

42, of St. Joseph passed 
away Sunday, Oct. 25, 2015, 
at Providence 
Park Hospi-
tal in Novi, 
Mich.

A celebra-
tion of life 
service will 
take place at 
1 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 3, 
2015, at First 
Church of 
God, 2627 Niles Ave., St. 
Joseph, with Pastor Bob 
Confer officiating. Friends 
may visit from 5-8 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 2, 2015, at 
Starks & Menchinger Cha-
pel and Cremation Services, 
2650 Niles Road, St. Jo-
seph. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the 
Jaier Scholarship Fund, 
P.O. Box 216, St. Joseph, 
MI 49085, and the Raiden 
Woolery Scholarship Fund 
at Fifth Third Bank, 2913 
S. State St., St. Joseph, MI 
49085. Those wishing to 
leave an online condolence 
for Jason may do so at www.
starks-menchinger.com.

Jason was born June 17, 
1973, in Tempe, Ariz., to 
Wood III and Maria (Oje-
da) Woolery. In 1996, Jason 
earned his bachelor’s degree 
in history from Calvin Col-
lege. On Feb. 2, 2014, Jason 
married Karen Spoelman at 
First Church of God. Ja-
son’s passion in life was soc-
cer, especially teaching soc-
cer to the youth of 
Southwest Michigan. He 
was one of the founders 
and the training director for 
Jaier Athletic Futbol Club 
and also the soccer coach 
for Lake Michigan College. 
Jason was a proud enrolled 
member of the Pascua 
Yaqui Tribe. He loved art, 
drawing, calligraphy and 
reggae music. Jason was a 
great inspiration and leader 
in our community and will 
be greatly missed by every-
one.

Jason is survived by his 
wife, Karen; son, Raiden 
Woolery; parents, Woody 
and Maria; brother, Jeremy 
(Kelly O’Brien) Woolery of 
St. Joseph; sister, Victoria 
(Jeffery) Makries of Austin, 
Texas; niece and nephew, 
Isabella and Zayden 
Makries; and many other 
close family and friends.

Jason was preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
Wood Jr. and Helen Wool-
ery, and Warren and Victo-
ria Steele, and Maria Luisa 
Luna Navarro; aunt, Bea-
trice Mary Maldonado; and 
both sets of great-grand-
parents.

Daniel C. Ford
Daniel C. Ford, 61, of 

Santa Fe, N.M., formerly 
of St. Joseph, passed away 
Oct. 7, 2015, 
at St. Vin-
cent’s Hospi-
tal in Santa 
Fe, after a 13-
year battle 
with prostate 
cancer. His 
wife and 
church family 
were at his 
side. Crema-
tion has taken place. A me-
morial service will be at 2 
p.m. Nov. 7, at the First 
Baptist Church of Santa 
Fe.

Dan Ford was born in 

Rochester, N.Y. on Dec. 
31, 1953, to Sherman and 
Amelia (Sroka) Ford. 
Soon the Ford family 
moved to St. Joseph. Dan 
had a younger brother, 
Gordon, as a companion 
to share life’s adventures 
in St. Joe.

Dan was a 1972 gradu-
ate of  St. Joseph High 
School. Dan also attend-
ed Western Michigan 
University where he was a 
member of  Sigma Chi.

Dan grew up in St. Jo-
seph enjoying the many 
beaches, skating rink, 
Riverview Park for base-
ball, family picnics, Boy 
Scouts, fun at Lincoln 
School, the family drug-
store, and adventures 
with his buddies.

Dan launched a career 
in nuclear safety, and as a 
nuclear safety engineer he 
promoted nuclear safety 
at many sites over his life-
time. More recently, Dan 
worked at the Rocky Flats 
nuclear site near Boulder, 
Colo., from 1994 to 2005. 
He was then employed as 
a consultant by the Los 
Alamos National Labora-
tory through his business, 
Ford Consulting Group, 
from 2005 to the present.

In August of  2011, The 
National Nuclear Securi-
ty Administration 
(NNSA), under the De-
partment of  Energy in 
Washington D.C., award-
ed Dan the NNSA Excel-
lence Medal in recogni-
tion of  outstanding 
performance over the past 
30 years supporting the 
cause of  nuclear safety. 
This national honor, 
which is awarded once a 
year to a deserving candi-
date from the United 
States, was presented by 
Thomas D’Agostino.

Dan also received a cer-
tificate of  appreciation 
for outstanding sustained 
support of  the Los Ala-
mos National Laboratory 
in September of  2011. 
This was presented by 
Charles Anderson, asso-
ciate director of  Nuclear 
and High Hazard Opera-
tions.

His ethical approach in 
all aspects of  his life, his 
deep faith in Jesus, and a 
strange and quirky sense 
of  humor no doubt inher-
ited from Sherm, led to 
the love and admiration 
of  everyone who met him. 
He had a deep love and 
appreciation for his par-
ents, Sherman and Ame-
lia. He felt a strong bond 
of  friendship and devo-
tion to his brother, Gor-
don. All of  his children: 
Nick, Autumn, Phillip, 
Bret and Vance, were 
adored by him. As a hus-
band and partner to his 
wife, Virginia, he was a 
best friend, deeply devot-
ed, always respectful, 
faithful, loving and al-
ways funny.

He is survived by his 
wife, of  20 years, Virginia 
Ford; his children and 
their families: Nick, Aca-
cia and Oliver Ford; Au-
tumn, David, Parker and 
Grayson Pohl; Phillip and 
Megan Ford; Bret and 
Virginia Bays; and Vance 
Bays; his mother, Amy 
Ford; his brother and 
family: Gordon, Eliza, 
Dylan and Andy Ford.

Dan was preceded in 
death by his father, Sher-
man.

Dan was a shining ex-
ample of  a son, brother, 
husband, father, friend 
and colleague. Beloved by 
all, we will never forget.  

In lieu of  flowers, a do-
nation to the Prison Min-
istry at the First Baptist 
Church of  Santa Fe would 
be appreciated. Donations 
can be made to the First 
Baptist Church of  Santa 
Fe (1605 Old Pecos Trail, 
Santa Fe, NM 87505) with 
the designation of  Prison 
Ministry as a memo. 
Those wishing to leave the 
family an on line condo-
lence or share a memory 
for Dan may do so at www.
starks-menchinger.com.

A celebration of  life will 
be held locally at a later 
date.

Dale L. Berry 

Dale L. Berry, 75, of 
Grand Junction passed 
away Friday, Oct. 30, 2015, 
at Bronson Methodist Hos-
pital. Dale was born Feb. 2, 
1940, in Bangor, the son of 
Harold and Treva Berry 
and had lived his entire life 
in the area. Dale loved 
woodworking, ice fishing 
and was an avid NASCAR 
fan. He also enjoyed spend-
ing time with his family and 
friends. He was a wonderful 
husband, adored father and 
will be greatly missed by all 
who knew him. 

Surviving is his wife of 35 
years, Loretta; six children: 
Sidney (Dana) Berry, Brian 
(Cherie) Berry, Angela Ber-
ry, Tresa Blackston, Amber 
Hull, Barbara (Jeremy) 
Curnutte; 10 grandchildren; 
12 great grandchildren; a 
sister, Betty Whiteman; 
three brothers: Carl (Lana) 
Berry, Carlous (Jean) Berry 
and David Berry, and many 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; six brothers 
and three sisters.

The family will meet 
friends from 6-8 p.m. Mon-
day at the Bangor Chapel, 
D. L. Miller Funeral Home, 
www.dlmillerfuneralhome.
com, where funeral services 
will take place at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday with the Rev. Wil-
liam Chapman officiating. 
Interment will follow in 
Breedsville Cemetery. 

Kent Leroy Reitz
Kent Leroy 

Reitz, 66, of 
Elkhart, passed 
away Friday, 
Oct. 23, 2015, 

at home. He 
was born 
Oct. 26, 1948, 
in Benton 
Harbor, to 
Henry J. and 
E v e l y n 
(Trapp) Re-
itz.

He was 
preceded in 
death by his 
father, Henry Reitz.

He is survived by his 
wife, Delores (Dee) Reitz 
of  Elkhart; mother, Evelyn 
Reitz of  St. Joseph; two 
brothers: Bradford (Bon-
nie) Reitz of  Bridgman 
and Dr. Kelton (Todd 
Trimberger) Reitz of  Stur-
geon Bay, Wis.; stepson, 
Michael (April) Schwende-
man of  Loudonville, Ohio; 
four step-grandchildren, 
Megan, Makaylah, Jacob 
and Sarah Schwendeman, 
all of  Loudonville, and 
nephew, John Reitz of 
Bridgman.

Kent was a 1966 gradu-
ate of  Lakeshore High 
School. He proudly served 
in the United States Navy 
from 1969-73. Kent worked 
in the tool and die, aero-
space and medical supply 
industries in various ca-
pacities, focusing on me-
trology work later in his 
career.

Kent was fond of  classic 
cars and was in the process 
of  restoring his beloved 
1955 Ford pickup. On most 
Thursday nights during 
the summer, Kent would 
be seen walking around the 
rows of  vehicles at the car 
show in Middlebury, Ind.

He also had a passion 
for his motorcycles and 
dogs, having owned many 
of  them over the years. 
Kent loved to travel, often 
taking camping trips with 
his wife Dee on their mo-
torcycle, pulling a trailer 
with the dogs riding 
along.

Kent dearly loved his 
wife Dee, his family, his 
many friends near and far 
and his dog Sadie.

Graveside services will 
be held at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 5, in Prairie Street 
Cemetery. Military honors 
will be provided by the 
United States Army and 
the DAV 19.

Billings Funeral Home, 
812 Baldwin St., Elkhart, 
is entrusted with arrange-
ments.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to AseraC-
are Hospice in memory of 
Kent.

Elizabeth Ann Wheeler

Elizabeth Ann (Johnson) 
Wheeler, 61, passed away 
from this world to her heav-
enly home on 
Friday, Oct. 
30, 2015, at 
her home in 
Coatesville, 
Pa., after a 
t h r e e - y e a r 
battle with 
cancer, sur-
rounded by 
her family.

Beth was 
loved by all who knew her. 
She was the ultimate host-
ess and homemaker, and 
her life was truly lived to 
the fullest.

Her strong faith in Jesus 
Christ was shown in her ev-
eryday life through care and 
compassion for everyone, 
especially family and 
friends. She was known by 
all for her sacrificial love 
and infectious laughter.

Survived by her husband 
of 31 years, Dan Wheeler; 
daughters: Kirstyn (Jeff) 
Hauser and their two sons, 
Cole Daniel and Gavin Tay-
ler of Downingtown, Pa. 
and Kelsey Wheeler of 
Coatesville, Pa.; mother, 
Elaine Johnson of Palos 
Hills, Ill., and many close 
family members, brothers 
and sisters-in-law, and nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews. 

Preceded in death by her 
father, Ralph Johnson.

Visitation will be from 
5-8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 2 
and from 9-10:30 a.m.  
Tuesday at Beth’s home 
church, Calvary Fellowship 
Downingtown, 95 W. De-
von Drive, Downingtown. 
A celebration of her life will 
be at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
3, also at the church, fol-
lowed by a graveside service 
at Northwood Cemetery in 
Downingtown.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that donations 
be made to the Kendall 
Quinn Medical Fund. On-
line donations can be made 
by going to www.terratalk-
ing.com/HopeforKendall. 

Arrangements are being 
handled by the James J. Ter-
ry Funeral Home. To send 
on line condolences visit 
www.jamesterryfuneral 
home.com.

OBITUARIES

Getting it straight

The Herald-Palladium 
makes every effort to 
ensure accuracy in its sto-
ries.

If you think there is an 
error, please contact the 
editor of the page on which 
it occurred. If you are 
unsure of whom to contact, 
call Assistant Local News 
Editor Jim Dalgleish at  
429-1293.

Joanne Armstrong, 57, 
of Niles died Oct. 30, 2015. 
Arrangements are currently 
pending with Brown Funeral 
Home and Cremation Ser-
vice, Niles, 683-1155.

Dale L. Berry, 75, of 
Grand Junction died Oct. 
30, 2015, at Bronson Meth-
odist Hospital. Bangor Cha-
pel, D.L. Miller Funeral 
Home, 427-7551 (888-281-
0675).

Daniel C. Ford, 61, of 
Santa Fe, N.M., formerly of 
St. Joseph died Oct. 7, 
2015, at St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital in Santa Fe. Starks & 
Menchinger Chapel and 
Cremation Services, St. 
Joseph, 556-9450.

Oscar Bob Nail, 70, of 
Stevensville died Oct, 31, 
2015. Calvin Funeral Home, 
Hartford, 621-4101.

Kent Leroy Reitz, 66, of 
Elkhart, Ind., died Oct. 23, 
2015. Billings Funeral 
Home, 812 Baldwin St., 
Elkhart, Ind., 574-264-
2425. 

Marilyn Weathers, 65, of 
Galien died Oct. 29, 2015. 
Arrangements are currently 
pending with Brown Funeral 
Home and Cremation Ser-
vice, Niles, 683-1155.

Elizabeth Ann (Johnson) 
Wheeler, 61, of Coatesville, 
Pa., died Oct. 30, 2015. 
James J. Terry Funeral 
Home, 736 E. Lancaster 
Ave., Downingtown, Pa. 
610-269-6567.
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