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By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

EAST LANSING, Mich. 
— Javon Bess scored nine 
of his 13 points in the fi rst 
half and matched a season 
high with six rebounds to 
help No. 3 Michigan State 
pull away to beat Eastern 
Michigan 89-65 Monday 
night.

The Spar-
tans (4-0) 
were slug-
gish early in 
the game, 
giving up 
the fi rst four 

points and leading by just 
two points midway through 
the fi rst half. They led 40-25 
at halftime, were ahead by 
28 midway through the sec-
ond half and were up by as 
much as 34 points. 

The Eagles (2-2) were led 
by Ty Toney’ 18 points and 
Willie Mangum, who scored 
10.

Michigan State’s Denzel 
Valentine had 12 points, 
nine rebounds and seven as-
sists. Deyonta Davis scored 
16 points and blocked fi ve 
shots, Bryn Forbes scored 
12 and Eron Harris added 
10 points for the Spartans.

Tom Izzo pulled within a 
victory of No. 500 in his ca-
reer. Izzo won 495 games 
over his fi rst 20 seasons, 
trailing only the number of 
wins earned by Roy Wil-
liams (562), Bill Self (508), 
John Calipari (507) and 
Jerry Tarkanian (501) dur-
ing their fi rst two decades 
as coaches.

TIP-INS 
Eastern Michigan: The 

Eagles are without their 
best player. Guard Raven 
Lee, who averaged a team-
high 16.7 points last season, 
didn’t play because he was 
suspended indefi nitely ear-
lier this month for an un-
specifi ed violation of team 
rules.

Michigan State: Izzo 
would rather his players 
avoid technical fouls for 
taunting, but he might not 

have minded that the soft-
spoken Davis was called for 
one. Davis followed up a 
dunk in the second half  
with some words for an Ea-
gle, drawing a technical 
foul. 

UP NEXT
The Eagles host Mary-

grove College, a Division II 
program, on Wednesday.

The Spartans face Boston 
College on Thursday in 
California, in the fi rst of 
their three games over four 

days at the Wooden Legacy 
tournament. They will play 
No. 11 Arizona on Sunday 
in the fi nal if  both teams 
win twice.

INJURY REPORT
Michigan State power 

forward Gavin Schilling, 
who is still wearing a walk-
ing boot on his left foot to 
protect a toe injury, has not 
been cleared to practice and 
is out indefi nitely. 

HELPING HANDS
The Spartans had 26 as-

sists — surpassing Eastern 
Michigan’s made baskets 
by three — on 31 of their 
baskets. They moved the 
ball well around the outside 
and inside against the Ea-
gles’ zone, which is similar 
to the one Syracuse uses. 
That’s not a coincidence be-
cause Eagles coach Rob 
Murphy, who is in his fi fth 
season at the school, was an 
assistant for Jim Boeheim 
for seven seasons at Syra-
cuse.
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Television today

11:50 a.m. UEFA Cham-
pions League Soccer FC 
BATE Borisov vs Bayer 04 Le-
verkusen. (Live) 

2:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Maui Invitational, 
First Consolation. (Live)

2:20 p.m. Girls High 
School Volleyball IHSA Class 
2A Championship: Teams TBA.

2:30 p.m. UEFA 
Champions League Soccer 
Maccabi Tel Aviv F.C. vs Chelsea 
FC. (Live)

UEFA Champions 
League Soccer Arsenal FC vs 
GNK Dinamo Zagreb. (Live) 

4:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Maui Invitational, 
Second Consolation. (Live)

6:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Radford at Penn 
State. (Live)

7:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Maui Invitational, 
First Semifinal. (Live)

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Louisiana Tech at 
Ohio State. (Live)

College Basketball 
Legends Classic, Final. (Live)

NBA Basketball Boston 
Celtics at Atlanta Hawks. (Live) 

10:00 p.m. NBA Basket-
ball Chicago Bulls at Portland 
Trail Blazers. (Live) 

College Basketball 
Maui Invitational, Second Semi-
final. (Live)

College Basketball 
CBE Hall of Fame Classic, Final. 
(Live)

10:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Los Angeles Lakers at 
Golden State Warriors. (Live) 

Wednesday

10:00 a.m. UEFA Cham-
pions League Soccer FC 
Astana vs SL Benfica.  (Live) 

12:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Battle 4 Atlantis — 
Gonzaga vs. Washington. (Live)

UEFA Champions 
League Soccer PFC CSKA 

Moscow vs VfL Wolfsburg. (Live) 

2:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Battle 4 Atlantis — 
Charlotte vs. Syracuse. (Live)

UEFA Cham-
pions League Soccer FC 
Shakhtar Donetsk vs Real Madrid 
CF. (Live)

UEFA Champions 
League Soccer Manchester 
United FC vs PSV Eindhoven. 
(Live) 

5:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Maui Invitational, 
Fifth Place. (Live)

7:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Maui Invitational, 
Third Place. (Live)

NHL Hockey Bos-
ton Bruins at Detroit Red Wings. 
(Live)

NHL Hockey 
Philadelphia Flyers at New York 
Islanders. (Live) 

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball 2K Classic — Prai-
rie View A&M at Wisconsin. 
(Live)

Boxing Premier Boxing 
Champions. Erislandy Lara takes 
on Jan Zaveck in this event. 
(Live)

Golf Emirates Australian 
Open: First Round. From the Aus-
tralian Golf Club. (Live)

9:30 p.m. College 
Basketball MGM Grand Main 
Event. (Live)

10:00 p.m. 
NHL Hockey Chicago 

Blackhawks at San Jose Sharks. 
(Live) 

College Basketball 
Maui Invitational, Final. (Live)

Radio today

No events scheduled

Wednesday

9:30 p.m.
College basketball — Con-
necticut at Michigan (WSJM-AM 
1400)
10 p.m.
NHL — Blackhawks at Sharks 
(WGN-AM 720)

AIRWAVES

IN BRIEF
Jones resigns as   
Niles football coach

Antwon Jones has re-
signed as Niles’ head foot-
ball coach and will take 
over as coach at South 
Bend Adams next season.

Jones coached Niles for 
four seasons, compiling a 
record of 13-23. Niles fi n-
ished 5-4 in 2014, its fi rst 
winning season since 2003. 
The Vikings were 2-7 this 
season.

“Coach Jones is a good 
man, and I wish him the 
best in his future endeav-
ors,” Niles athletic director 
Jeff Upton said in a press 
release. “Coach brought a 
wide-open spread offense 
to Niles and had confi -
dence that every play called 
would work.”

LMC men’s hoops 
beats Andrews 68-58

The Lake Michigan Col-
lege men’s basketball team 
beat Andrews University 
68-58 on Monday. Darrell 
Ivy led the Red Hawks 
with 16 points. Terry Davis 
added 15 points and seven 
rebounds. Mitch Meyer 
scored 14. 

“We played a solid fi rst 
half, which turned out to 
be the difference in the 
game,” LMC coach Doug 
Schaffer said. 

LMC led by nine at half-
time, but let Andrews cut 
the lead to three with about 
three minutes left. 

The Red Hawks held 
Andrews scoreless for 
more than two minutes 
and extended their lead 
back to 10. 

Robert Moon led An-
drews with 22 points. Nick 
Little scored 15 and Kris 
Owens added 10 points 
and 10 rebounds.

Irish women’s hoops 
runs away from Valpo

VALPARAISO, Ind. 
(AP) — Marina Mabrey 
had the fi fth triple-double 
in Notre Dame history to 
help twhe Irish to a 110-54 
rout of Valparaiso on 
Monday night.

The freshman guard fi n-
ished with 18 points and 
10 assists — both career 
bests — and a school-re-
cord 12 steals for the No. 
3-ranked Irish (4-0). 

The last Notre Dame 
player with a triple-double 
was Skylar Diggins on Feb. 
24, 2013.

Notre Dame turned Val-
paraiso turnovers into 51 
points in the rout.

Thanks largely to eight 
steals and 14 points by 
Mabrey in the fi rst half, 
the Irish (4-0) led the Cru-
saders 53-18 at the break. 
Notre Dame converted 
takeaways into 27 points in 
the fi rst half alone.

WMU basketball beats 
Rochester (Mich) 

KALAMAZOO, Mich. 
(AP) — Kellen McCor-
mick scored a career-high 
31 points on 11-for-14 
shooting to lead Western 
Michigan past Rochester 
College (Mich.) 85-73 
Monday night.

McCormick, a junior, 
entered the season averag-
ing just 3.7 points per game 
and scored 12 points in 
Western Michigan’s fi rst 
two contests of the year. 
He fi nished 9 for 11 from 
3-point range. Trailing 45-
41 early in the second half, 
the Broncos went on a 40-
24 spurt to seize control 
and build an 81-69 lead on 
Tucker Haymond’s layup 
with 3:09 to play.

Al Goldis / AP

Michigan State’s Deyonta Davis, right, shoots over Eastern Michigan’s Jordan Nobles (15) during 
the second half on Monday. Michigan State won 89-65.

Spartans cruise

MSU

89
E. Michigan

65

Maturity helps Kyle Busch finally win title
By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

HOMESTEAD, Fla. — 
There was a time early in 
Kyle Busch’s career that his 
talent could not save his 
job. 

Wrecked race cars and 
temper tantrums helped 
wear out his welcome with 
Rick Hendrick, who let 
Busch go knowing the 
young driver would proba-
bly beat Hendrick Motor-
sports in a championship 
battle down the road. 

That’s exactly what hap-
pened, too, as Busch fi nally 
won his fi rst Sprint Cup title 
on Sunday. 

He won the season fi nale 
at Homestead-Miami 
Speedway to lock up the 
crown and deny former 
Hendrick teammate Jeff  
Gordon a fi fth title in the 
fi nal race of his career. 

The title-winning drive 
also dethroned reigning 
champion Kevin Harvick 
and stopped Martin Truex 
Jr. from winning his fi rst 
Cup title in a four-man race 
to the trophy. It came in the 
most turbulent season of 
Busch’s career, and showed 
just how much he’s matured 
since Hendrick let him go 
eight years ago. 

Busch was in a horrible 
accident in February when 
he crashed into a concrete 
wall at Daytona and broke 
his right leg and left foot. It 
happened the day before 
the Daytona 500 and put 
both his season and his ca-
reer in jeopardy. 

But he worked harder 
than he’s ever worked in his 
life at anything to recover, 
and he was back in the race 
car a mere three months 
later. NASCAR gave him a 
waiver to race in the Chase 
for the Sprint Cup champi-
onship should he qualify, 
and Busch made it his mis-

sion to earn one of the cov-
eted playoff positions. 

In the days after his re-
turn to racing, Busch turned 
30 and celebrated the birth 
of his son. During the 11 
races he missed, he’d spent 
time with his wife and de-
veloped a perspective on life 
that he’d never had before. 
His rivals saw the difference 
in him on the track. 

“I see a changed Kyle,” 
Gordon said. “When he 
came back, not only was he 
driven and just inspired by 
it, but you can tell he was 
racing smarter, with more 
patience, just being more 
deliberate. Between having 
a baby, the thing that hap-
pened to him at Daytona, 
the time with his wife ... he 
had a lot of time to think 
about a lot of things, and I 
don’t know what he did, but 
he came out of it even bet-
ter than he was before. 

“I think he showed it 
right away when he came 
back that there was a pretty 
good chance he was des-
tined to win this champion-
ship.”

Indeed, Busch won in his 
sixth race back, on the road 
course at Sonoma, a week 
after he fi nished last at 
Michigan. He crashed two 
cars in his fi rst fi ve races 
back as he pushed too hard 
to try to earn a spot in the 
Chase. 

It was after that last-place 
fi nish at Michigan that he 
recognized he had to be a 
more patient driver if  he 
had any shot at all at mak-
ing the playoffs. 

“When we went and fi n-
ished 43rd at Michigan, 
that’s when I was just like, 
‘All right, forget it. Just race 
the race car. Don’t worry 
about running up front and 
winning and being fast. Just 
let it come to you,”’ Busch 
said. “And I played the 
whole rest of the season 

that way all the way to the 
end — just let everything 
be. Whatever it was going 
to be, it was going to be.” 

Busch was never capable 
of thinking like that during 
the early part of his career 
and it hurt him down the 
stretch every season. 

When Hendrick let him 
go, he moved to Joe Gibbs 
Racing and drove hell-bent 
on making Hendrick regret 
his decision. Busch won 
eight races that year, but 
faltered down the stretch 
and fi nished 10th in the 
2008 Chase. 

There were four wins the 
next year, but a 13th-place 
fi nish in the fi nal standings. 
A three-win season in 2010 
still only got him to eighth 
in points, and on and on the 

cycle went as Busch just 
couldn’t race smart or safe 
enough in the Chase. 

Before Sunday’s season 
fi nale, he’d never even won 
a race in the Chase and he’d 
never remained in title con-
tention down the fi nal 
stretch. 

But after winning at 
Sonoma, he recognized his 
new strategy might be the 
right one and Busch reeled 
off four wins in fi ve weeks. 
He earned his spot in the 
Chase and then raced fairly 
error-free to make it into 
the fi nal four. 

Busch didn’t relentlessly 
chase victories in this year’s 
Chase; he just tried to be 
steady to put himself in a 
position to race for the ti-
tle. 

Michigan State has 
no problem with 
Eastern Michigan
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6 ft. Deluxe Folding Banquet Table

30in x 72 in. plastic resin table 

folds in havel for easy storage

W682 536

Steel Folding Chairs

18in x 16in Steel Seat. Fully 

contoured backrest. 223lb. Weight 

Capacity. W157 249 F9

Incandescent lights for 
indoor or outdoor use.
300 ct. mini lights in 
multicolor or clear. 

or 300 ct. mini clear 
Icicle lights.

565272, 565267, 523084

reg. 14.99

reg. 69.99

$3499

$999

reg. 11.99-13.99

$899
YOUR CHOICE


