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ABOVE: Sierra Ross, 6, hugs 
Benton Harbor Fire Marshall 

Steve Johnson on Tuesday 
during the annual “Shop With 
A Cop” shopping spree at the 

Benton Township Meijer store. 
Officers with the Benton Har-
bor and St. Joseph Township 

police departments, along with 
the state police and Depart-

ment of Corrections joined 
the Joique Bell Charity Inc., 

giving 35 children each a $100       
gift card.

RIGHT: Benton Harbor reserve 
officer Donald Taylor Jr. shops 

with Holden James, 6, center 
and Otoniel Ramirez, 11, back. 

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff See more 
photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

SHOPPING SPREE

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — A wom-
an who stole $79,000 in 
tether funds while working 
in the Berrien County Sher-
iff’s Office told a Berrien 
County judge Tuesday that 
she spent it all at the Four 

Winds Casino.
With her lawyer Jack 

Banyon at her side and 
wiping away a stream of 
tears, JoAnn Roberts, 66, 
pleaded guilty to embezzle-
ment of $20,000 to 
$50,0000, a 10-year felony. 
As part of a plea deal with 
Berrien County Prosecutor 
Michael Sepic, the original 
charge of embezzlement of 
$50,0000 to $100,000 was 
dismissed. She has agreed 
to restitution of $79,000, 
the amount taken.

Her plea was accepted 
by Judge Scott Schofield, 

who will sentence her on 
Jan. 25.

Schofield works in the 
family division until Janu-
ary, when he will begin 
working in the criminal di-
vision. He handled Rob-
erts’ plea because all the 
other judges, having known 
Roberts for a long time 
through her employment, 
recused themselves, Sepic 
said. Roberts had worked 
at the sheriff’s department 
since 1998 as a jail popula-
tion manager. In that role, 
she gathered data on indi-
vidual inmates to help 

judges make pre-trial re-
lease decisions.

Sheriff Paul Bailey said 
earlier that, about two 
years ago, Roberts took on 
the added job of preparing 
tether collections for de-
posit with the Berrien 
County Treasurer’s Office.

The money is collected 
from defendants for their 
use of tether equipment 
while on bond in a criminal 
case or as part of a sen-
tence on a misdemeanor 
charge. Sepic said all  

LMC gets 
big boost

By HP STAFF

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The Michigan Senate on 
Tuesday passed legislation 
proposed by Rep. Al Pschol-
ka that will bring a $17 mil-
lion dollar renovation proj-
ect to Lake Michigan 
College in Benton Town-
ship.

Since 2006, Lake Michi-
gan College has pushed for 
the funding to restore and 
upgrade the 307,997-square-
foot Napier Avenue Campus 
Academic Facility, a 45-year-
old building.

The project would reno-
vate 50 classrooms and two 
lecture halls; create a new 
service center to assist fac-
ulty with redesigned curri-
cula; create new collabora-
tive learning and engagement 
spaces; and provide a Career 
and Transfer Center and 
Student Success Center, 
among other improvements.

Under Pscholka’s House 
Bill 4095, the state would 
provide $8.5 million, half  
the funding, from the State 
Building Authority for the 

improvement, restoration, 
or renovation of state-sup-
ported universities, commu-
nity colleges, and other 
agencies.

“This project has been a 
long time coming,” said 
Pscholka, R-Stevensville. 
“My staff and I have been 
working on this issue all of 
my five years in the Legisla-
ture, and the college itself  
has been seeking the money 
since 2006.”

LMC President Bob  
Harrison said he’s eager to 

Berrien County tether program’s 
loss was Four Winds Casino’s gain

Pscholka shepherds $8.5M spending 
bill through Legislature, putting       
college on track for $17M renovation

Ex-employee      
in sheriff’s office 
takes plea deal   
in embezzlement

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Jazzmyne 
Henry of Benton Harbor 
cried on the witness stand 
Tuesday as she described 
how her boyfriend, James 
Quinn, 31, took his last 
breath on the way to the hos-
pital.

“I got him in the car and 
called the police. We’re at the 

corner of Paw Paw and Main 
Street and he wasn’t respond-
ing to me. By that time there 
was nothing. I was still on 
the phone, and they were 
telling me what to do. I 
watched him take his last 
breath over something so 
dumb,” Henry told the 
court.

She said Quinn’s cousin, 
Lozerik Boyd, 24, had shot 
him outside the Jump Off, a 
motorcycle club facility at 
427 N. Hull in Benton Har-
bor. Testifying at a prelimi-
nary hearing for Boyd on 
Tuesday in Berrien County 
Trial Court, Henry said it 

happened at 
about 1:30 
a.m. Nov. 1 at 
a Halloween 
party.

B e r r i e n 
Chief Assis-
tant Prosecu-
tor Jennifer 
Smith asked 
Henry to tell 
the court what happened at 
the party.

Henry said a fight broke 
out and, “I see fists every-
where.” She said people were 
coming at Quinn, her boy-
friend, and she kept getting 
in front of him. She said at 

one point she saw a gun in 
Lozerik Boyd’s hand and she 
thought he was going to hit 
Quinn with it, but someone 
stopped him.

She said she got Quinn 
outside and into the car, but 
after she’d started the car, he 
got back out. She said some 
of the people who’d been 
fighting inside came after 
him again, and Boyd’s girl-
friend hit Quinn on the head 
with a glass bottle.

“Then I heard the gun go 
off and I got him in the car,” 
she said. 

She testified that she saw 
Boyd remove a gun from the 

pocket of his jacket and 
shoot Quinn in the leg.

Looking at Boyd seated at 
the defense table with his 
lawyer, Scott Sanford, Henry 
said, “You shot him. You 
think you’re just going to hit 
him in the leg. You hit an ar-
tery. You shot him and my 
dude bled out in that car. 
Your own cousin.” 

Under Sanford’s cross ex-
amination, Henry testified 
that Boyd and Quinn had an 
ex-girlfriend in common, 
and that the fight at the Jump 
Off might have been “some 
old beef” related to that. 

Challenging Henry’s testi-

mony that Quinn did not 
want to be fighting, Sanford 
asked her, “He had an op-
portunity to leave, didn’t he? 
Why did he get out of the car 
if he didn’t want to fight any 
more?”

She replied, “I don’t 
know.”

Judge Arthur Cotter ruled 
that there was probable cause 
shown at Tuesday’s hearing 
and bound Boyd over on 
charges of second-degree 
murder, weapons felony fire-
arms and carrying a con-
cealed weapon.

Trial was set for March 
15.

Defendent bound over for trial in Jump Off club shooting case 

See PLEA, page A6 This project has been a 
long time coming. My 
staff and I have been 
working on this issue all 
my five years in the Leg-
islature.

AL PSCHOLKA
79th District state rep.

Girlfriend testifies 
about night boyfriend 
was shot to death

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

BOYD

See LMC, page A6

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Benton Township will 
add two full-time police of-
ficers in 2016 while replac-
ing a retired firefighter with 
two part-timers, according 
to the proposed budget.

“(Full-time officers) cost 
more than staffing the part-
timers because we are go-
ing to pay benefits, pen-
sions and health insurance,” 
said Kelli Nelson, the 
township’s contracted ac-

countant. “It will cost a 
little bit more, but we think 
it is a better fit for the de-
partment to have those 
full-time employees there.”

Nelson told trustees 
Tuesday the budget was 
based on no increases in 
the tax rate millages.

“The tax revenue is bud-
geted to remain relatively 
consistent over the actual 
income received in 2015,” 
Nelson said.

The three operating 

Board OKs 2% pay hike 
for municpal employees

BENTON TWP.

See BUDGET, page A6
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .35º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .23º
Record High . . . . . . 62º in 1971
Record Low . . . . . . .-5º in 1989
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.66"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.41"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 32.73"
Normal year to date . . . . 35.74"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:08 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:15 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 11:44 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:04 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 40% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
52º, humidity of 71%. Southeast 
wind 15 to 20 mph. Expect 
mostly cloudy skies tonight 
with an overnight low of 35º. 
Southwest wind 15 mph.

Today, southeast winds to 30 kt becoming south gales to 35 kt late in 
the morning, then diminishing to 30 kt in the late afternoon. Numerous 
showers in the morning, then chance of showers in the afternoon. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Thursday

Mostly Cloudy
38º / 28º

Friday

Snow Possible
32º / 24º

Saturday

Snow Possible
33º / 27º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
42º / 36º

Today

Few Showers
52º

Tonight

Mostly Cloudy
35º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see cloudy skies with scattered rain and snow, highs 
in the 40s. Southeast wind 15 to 20 mph. Skies will remain cloudy 
Thursday with isolated snow, highs in the 30s. West wind 15 mph. 

Today we will see cloudy skies with scattered showers, highs in the 
50s. East southeast wind 10 to 18 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy to 
cloudy Thursday with isolated snow, highs in the 30s.

What is sleet? ?

Answer: Frozen raindrops.

First
12/18

Full
12/25

Last
1/2

New
1/9

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 14
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Dec. 16, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

Blossomtime 1991 began be-
fore Christmas in Southwestern 
Michigan Saturday night with 
the crowning of Miss St. Joseph. 
Jodie Haselton, a 17-year-old se-
nior at St. Joseph High School 
and the daughter of Jackie and 
Rick Seib and Mark and Pam 
Haselton, was chosen to repre-
sent her community from a field 
of 16 contestants. First runner-
up was Kimberly Wess, 18, 
daughter of William and Carla 
Wess. Second runner-up was Te-
sha Johnson, 19, daughter of 
Jerry and Pamela Johnson. Miss 
Congeniality was Joy Hinz, 17, 
daughter of Jerald and Mary 
Hinz.

35 years ago – 1980
Airman First Class Debra 

Tilly, a 1977 St. Joseph High 
School graduate, is on tempo-
rary recruiting duty at the U.S. 
Air Force Recruiting Office at 
Fairplain Plaza. Tilly, 21, is 
the daughter of  Eugene Tilly 
of  Royalton Township and 
Mrs. Joyce Willmeng of  Sat-
suma, Fla. She is a recent 
graduate of  the Air Force’s 
Technical Training Center at 
Rantoul, Ill.

50 years ago – 1965
Members of the Church of 

God on Niles Avenue in St. Jo-
seph gathered Sunday evening 
to launch a $20,000 drive to pur-
chase the lot next to the church. 
The original purchaser of the lot 
planned to put in a drive-in res-
taurant but failed to get zoning 
board approval for the necessary 
zoning change.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
the 350th day of 2015. There are 
15 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On Dec. 16, 1773, the Boston 

Tea Party took place as Ameri-
can colonists boarded a British 
ship and dumped more than 300 
chests of tea into Boston Har-
bor to protest tea taxes.

On this date:
In 1653, Oliver Cromwell be-

came lord protector of England, 
Scotland and Ireland.

In 1811, the first of the power-
ful New Madrid earthquakes 
struck the central Mississippi 
Valley with an estimated magni-
tude of 7.7.

In 1907, 16 U.S. Navy battle-

ships, which came to be known 
as the “Great White Fleet,” set 
sail on a 14-month round-the-
world voyage to demonstrate 
American sea power.

In 1944, the World War II 
Battle of the Bulge began as 
German forces launched a sur-
prise attack against Allied forces 
through the Ardennes Forest in 
Belgium and Luxembourg (the 
Allies were eventually able to 
turn the Germans back).

In 1950, President Harry S. 
Truman proclaimed a national 
state of emergency in order to 
fight “world conquest by Com-
munist imperialism.”

In 1960, 134 people were killed 
when a United Air Lines DC-8 
and a TWA Super Constellation 
collided over New York City.

defendants were credited 
with their payment upon 
receipt and the embezzle-
ment did not interfere with 
their participation in the 
tether program.

Roberts was charged ear-
lier this month after she 
admitted to Bailey she’d 
been stealing the tether 
money. The sheriff  placed 
her on administrative leave 
pending an investigation, 
and she resigned about a 
week later. Bailey said 

Roberts had been a good 
employee and was well-
liked by the county judges 
and her co-workers. 

According to her plea, 
the embezzlement went on 
from Jan. 1, 2014, to Oct. 
30 of this year.

Roberts will remain free 
on a $10,000, 10 percent 
bond until sentencing.

“If you have any loose 
ends or financial affairs to 
put in order, do so before 
sentencing,” Schofield told 
her.

Banyon requested, on his 
client’s behalf, that she be 
allowed to go to the Four 

Winds Casino to sign 
something that would pro-
hibit her from being on any 
Four Winds owned prop-
erty in New Buffalo, Hart-
ford or Dowagiac, and for 
her to ask that the casino 
stop sending her mailings. 
He said her addiction 
counselor suggested those 
things.

Schofield denied the re-
quest, saying, “I don’t want 
her to go to Four Winds.” 
He said she should com-
plete the necessary paper-
work through the mail.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

get the renovation under-
way.

“I’m grateful to Rep. 
Pscholka and his staff for 
their ongoing work to se-
cure this funding,” said 
Harrison. “Thanks to their 
efforts, we will be able to ex-
pand and bring further ed-
ucational enrichment to our 
students and future genera-

tions in Southwest Michi-
gan.”

Pscholka said Lake 
Michigan College last re-
ceived state funding for 
building purposes in 2001, 
and has historically received 
less funding compared to 
other colleges and universi-
ties.

“Lake Michigan College 
was recently rated by Stan-
dard & Poor’s with a credit 
rating of AA-plus, the high-
est-rated community col-

lege in our state,” Pscholka 
said. “Considering how 
much the public sector at 
large struggled through the 
recession, this is a phenom-
enal accomplishment. 
These are the kinds of insti-
tutions we should be invest-
ing in; well-managed, prov-
en success stories that know 
the value of each and every 
dollar.”

The legislation now goes 
to Gov. Rick Snyder for his 
signature.

LMC
From page A1

PLEA
From page A1

funds – general, fire and 
police funds – are within 1 
percent of  being break 
even when combined.

The township’s general 
fund is budgeted for a sur-
plus of  $35,000. In 2015, 
Nelson said the township 
saw an increase in devel-
opment, which will lead to 
more revenue in the fol-
lowing year. The township 
got an additional 2.7 per-
cent increase in funding 
from state shared revenue.

Nelson said the general 
fund will cover a few bud-
geted items highlighted by 
the three expected elec-
tions in 2016, updating 
the township’s 10-year 
master plan, repairing and 
sealing municipal parking 
lots and making minor 
park improvements.

“These are some of  the 
more noteworthy expendi-
tures,” Nelson said. 
“Those parking lots are 
ones that are municipally 
owned, like the fire station 
and water plant.”

Budget figures show the 
general fund will transfer 
$125,000 to the police 
fund. In part, this will 
help pay for the filling of 
two positions – two full-
time police officers, which 
were previously filled with 
part-time employees. The 
police fund also calls for 
buying two police cars to 
help maintain the town-
ship’s fleet.

Budgeted expenditures 
for the police fund are 
about $240,000 – or 6.9 
percent – more than what 
was projected for 2015.

Nelson said another 
factor in the budgeted in-
crease is the annual re-
quired pension contribu-
tion to the police and fire 
pension plans. The police 
fund is budgeted to use 
$50,000 of  its fund bal-
ance for these added ex-
penses.

The fire fund budget 
calls for a $40,000 use of 
its fund balance.

The two-year FEMA 
grant the township has 
been using will end in 

April, which leaves the fire 
budget with $50,000 less 
revenue. After one of  the 
township’s full-time fire-
fighters retired this year, 
the position will be re-
placed by part-timers.

A large line item in the 
fire budget includes the 
second annual debt pay-
ment of  $150,525 on the 
three-year fire truck loan. 
The loan, which was used 
to buy a new fire truck in 
2015, charges 1.15 percent 
interest.

Other agenda items
The board approved a 2 

percent increase for all 
municipal employees in 
2016.

Supervisor Kevin White 
will get $27,540, Clerk 
Carolyn Phillips will get 
$53,060, Treasurer Debbie 
Boothby will get $49,939, 
and trustees will receive 
$94 per diem. Nelson said 
White chose to once again 
reduce his compensation 
as supervisor, saving the 
township about $30,000.

“The Township Board 
has had to make some 
tough decisions in the past 
few years,” White said, 
“and the 2016 budget is a 
testament to the fact that 
they were good decisions 
that have allowed our 
township to have contin-
ued financial stability.”

Three annual resolu-
tions that require board 
approval were adopted 
Tuesday.

They were a resolution 
to authorize the board to 
receive and dispose of 
property; a resolution to 
designate Chase Bank, 
Fifth Third Bank, Chemi-
cal Bank, Horizon Bank 
and United Federal Credit 
Union as depositories for 
township funds; and a res-
olution to establish an au-
thorization procedure for 
expenses.

The authorization pro-
cedure allows for the 
township’s supervisor, 
clerk, treasurer and comp-
troller to approve expenses 
of  up to $4,000 without 
prior written approval 
from the board.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Flint mayor declares water state of emergency

BUDGET
From page A1

By ANDREW WELSH-
HUGGINS 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — 
A federal judge on Tues-
day ordered a former 
deep-sea treasure hunter 
to stay in jail until he an-
swers questions about the 
location of  500 gold coins 
recovered from an historic 
shipwreck.

Judge Algenon Marbley 
also ordered Tommy 
Thompson to pay a $1,000 
daily fine until he agrees to 
cooperate by answering 
those questions.

Marbley’s ruling capped 
a long afternoon in court 
in Ohio for Thompson 
during which he also re-
ceived a two-year prison 
sentence and a $250,000 
fine for failing to appear 
before a judge three years 
ago to answer similar 

questions. 
The sentence – includ-

ing credit for nearly a year 
already spent behind bars 
– will be delayed until the 
issue of  the gold coins is 
resolved.

The judge expressed 
frustration that Thomp-
son, a research scientist, 
couldn’t provide answers 
about the coins.

“He creates a patent for 
a submarine, but he can’t 
remember where he put 
the loot,” Marbley said.

A fugitive from Ohio 
since 2012, Thompson was 
apprehended in January 
along with his longtime fe-
male companion at a hotel 
where he was living near 
Boca Raton, Florida.

Thompson has been ac-
cused of  cheating inves-
tors since he discovered 
the S.S. America, known 
as the Ship of  Gold, in 

1988. The gold rush-era 
ship sank in a hurricane 
off  South Carolina in 1857 
with thousands of  pounds 
of  gold aboard, contribut-
ing to an economic panic.

The 161 investors who 
paid Thompson $12.7 mil-
lion to find the ship never 
saw any proceeds. Two 
sued – a now-deceased in-
vestment firm president 
and the company that 
once published The Co-
lumbus Dispatch newspa-
per.

Thompson pleaded 
guilty in April to contempt 
of  court for failing to ap-
pear before a federal judge 
in 2012. Part of  his plea 
deal requires him to an-
swer questions in closed-
door sessions about the 
whereabouts of  the gold 
coins, which the govern-
ment says are worth mil-
lions.

Ex-treasure hunter in jailBy JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — If  your 
dog breaks off  his leash in 
St. Joseph and runs free, 
the owner might still be 
breaking the law, but they 
might not end up in court 
on a misdemeanor charge, 
under a revised ordinance 
approved by city commis-
sioners Monday.

Commissioners ap-
proved an update to the 
law that makes it a civil in-
fraction if  a dog gets off  its 
leash.

Previously, that violation 
had been a misdemeanor 
and a criminal offense that 
entitled the accused to an 
attorney and a jury trial. 
The change will give police 
some discretion when a 
dog gets loose and runs on 
public or private property 
without being under the 
owner’s control.

City staff  decided there 
are circumstances when it 
is overly harsh to charge 
someone with a misde-
meanor when a dog briefly 
breaks free.

Dogs can be walked on 
public property using 
leashes that are 6 feet or 
less in length. An exception 
is when animals are at des-
ignated dog parks.

The proposed revision 
recommended a fine of  up 
to $50 for a first violation, 
and a fine of  no less than 
$50 but no more than $150 
for a second violation. A 
third violation would result 
in a fine of  between $150 
and $300.

Commissioner Fran 
Chickering suggested “put-
ting some teeth” into the 
civil violation by making 
the minimum fine for a sec-
ond offense $100, which 
her fellow commissioners 
agreed to.

Animals running at large, 
meaning running loose on 
public property or private 
property without the own-
er’s consent, without re-
straint or control, remains 
a misdemeanor charge.

The ordinance takes ef-
fect 10 days after passage.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

SJ dog 
walkers 
get a 
break

FLINT (AP) — Flint’s 
mayor has declared a state 
of emergency due to prob-
lems with the city’s water 
system caused by using wa-
ter from the Flint River, say-
ing the city needs more fed-
eral help.

Karen Weaver announced 

the declaration Monday 
night and said the move in-
tends to help raise awareness 
of continuing problems. She 
said damage to children 
caused by lead exposure is 
irreversible and the city will 
need to spend more on spe-
cial education and mental 

health services as a result.
“I am requesting that all 

things be done necessary to 
address this state of emer-
gency declaration, effective 
immediately,” Weaver told 
the City Council.

Exposure to lead can 
cause behavior problems 

and learning disabilities in 
young children.

Genesee County earlier 
declared a public health 
emergency. Officials have 
told Flint residents not to 
drink unfiltered tap water.

Flint switched from De-
troit’s water system last year 

to Flint River water in a 
cost-cutting move while un-
der state emergency financial 
management. The Flint Riv-
er was supposed to be an in-
terim source until the city 
could join a new system get-
ting water from Lake Hu-
ron.


