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Terry Davis Jr. is a shooting guard for the Lake Michigan 
College men’s basketball team.

Terry Davis Jr.: 
Playing hoops and dreaming big

By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

After spending last sea-
son at Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College, Ter-
ry Davis Jr. decided to 
transfer to Lake Michi-
gan College and Red 
Hawks coach Doug 
Schaffer is very glad to 
have him.

“Terry has been an ex-
cellent addition to our 
team this season,” Schaf-
fer said. “From day one, 
he has bought into the 
high expectations that we 
have for our players, both 
in the classroom and on 
the court.  He’s on sched-
ule to earn his associates 
degree from LMC and I 
believe there’s a very good 
chance that he will have 
an opportunity to con-
tinue his college basket-
ball career at the four-
year college level next 
year.”

At the shooting guard 
position, Davis is averag-
ing between 17 points a 
night and usually gets fi ve 
or six rebounds per a 
game. That has helped 
LMC off to a 7-2 start.

Originally from South 
Bend, Davis Jr. attended 
Adams High School and 
fi rst began playing bas-
ketball in elementary 
school.

“When I was a kid I 
wanted to play football, 
but I was too young, we 
couldn’t do that until sev-
enth or eighth grade, so 
basketball was my second 
sport,” Davis said. “I did 
play football for three 
years, but I decided after 
my freshman year of high 
school to stick with bas-
ketball.”

While Davis hopes to 
eventually play basketball 

professionally, he is cur-
rently studying business 
and is preparing to open 
his own sporting goods 
store. In school he has a 
3.0 GPA.

Davis is the son of 
Taniesha Perry, who still 
lives in South Bend.

What made you want to 
transfer to LMC? Coach-
ing changes, and I wanted 
to play with my point 
guard from high school, 
Michael Bush. It’s going 
good; the team is doing 
better than how we did 
last year at Kalamazoo 
Valley and everything is 
really gelling. I can’t real-
ly complain about it.

Why do you think it’s 
going so well? Everything 
is kind of free fl owing 
and everybody can play 
how they want to play. 
Everybody is having fun, 
where last year it was a 
lot more stressful.

What’s your favorite 
part about playing basket-
ball? I would have to say 
the crowd. When every-
body gets excited like 
when I dunk, or they see 
something they haven’t 
seen before, I like to see 
the crowd’s reaction. It 
gets the team going.

If you could pick any 
four-year university to go 
play at, where would it be? 
Ohio State University be-
cause they’ve been my fa-
vorite school since I was a 
kid. It’d be great to just 
play there. I wouldn’t 
mind playing at Notre 
Dame either, though.

Do you ever go back to 
Adams? I sometimes go 
home to my old high 
school and I talk to the 
younger kids. I tell them 
to live for them, do what 
you want to do and be 
who you want to be.

The Herald-Palladium’s Athlete Spotlight, sponsored by Whirlpool Corp., 
will appear weekly on Monday in The HP Sports section during the school 
year. Athletes are chosen by HP staff members. Suggestions for Athlete 
Spotlight are welcome. Email suggestions to sports@TheHP.com. Athletes 
are limited to one selection per school year.

Turning points, season-saving 
plays define playoff teams
By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

Michigan State needed a 
miracle. Hail hog helped 
Alabama get here. A swat 
saved Oklahoma’s season. 
Clemson turned away a late 
2-point conversion that 
could have cost the Tigers 
their perfect record.

A season fi lled with fan-
tastic fi nishes helped shape 
the College Football Playoff, 
even if it led to a sleepy se-
lection Sunday.

Top-seeded Clemson will 
play No. 4 Oklahoma in the 
Orange Bowl in the fi rst Col-
lege Football Playoff semifi -
nal on New Year’s Eve. No. 
2 Alabama will play No. 3 
Michigan State at the Cot-
ton Bowl in the nightcap of 
the Dec. 31 doubleheader. 

No drama. No com-
plaints. Nothing at all like 
the week-to-week mayhem 
— with one once-in-a-life-
time-play after another — 
that made the season memo-
rable.

In the end, the only real 
debate was how to rank the 
top four teams.

Committee chairman Jeff  
Long said that the Tigers 
were the clear-cut top team 
in the fi nal rankings. 

Long said bumping Mich-
igan State past Oklahoma 
had nothing to do with 
avoiding the possibility of 
having the Sooners play 
close to home in the Dallas 
area.

“We fi rst get those top 
four teams, one, two, three 

and four, fi nished before we 
do anything else,” Long 
said.

And that was it for drama. 
A big difference from last 
season, when the committee 
had to choose from Ohio 
State, Baylor and TCU, and 
ticked off the Big 12 by 
jumping the Buckeyes past 
the Bears and Frogs in the 
fi nal rankings.

For the playoff teams, a 
series of season-saving mo-
ments and turning points 
have brought them two wins 
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Michigan State’s LJ Scott runs for a 1-yard touchdown during the fourth quarter of Saturday’s 16-13 victory over Iowa in the Big 
Ten Championship football game in Indianapolis.

The final push

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS — L.J. 
Scott’s late lunge did more 

than put the 
ball across the 
goal line – it all 
but certainly 
put No. 5 Mich-
igan State into 
the College 

Football Playoff.
No matter how many 

times he got hit, the fresh-
man kept powering for-
ward. And with one fi nal 
stretch, he reached the ball 
into the end zone for a 
touchdown with 27 seconds 
left that sent the Spartans 
past No. 4 Iowa 16-13 Sat-
urday night in the Big Ten 
championship game.

“I was just trying to make 
a big play for my brothers,” 
Scott said. “We knew what 

we had at stake.”
Quarterback Connor 

Cook led the Spartans (12-
1, No. 5 CFP) on a 22-play 
drive that set up Scott’s 
1-yard run on third down. 
A half-dozen Iowa defend-
ers tried to stop Scott and 
pushed him backward, but 
he wouldn’t be denied.

In all, it took six seconds 
for the 233-pound running 
back to travel that fi nal, 
season-saving yard.

Iowa (12-1, No. 4 CFP) 
saw its unbeaten season 
end, inches short of perfec-
tion.

When the Spartans’ de-
fense closed it out, Michi-
gan State’s players sprinted 
across the fi eld and into the 
end zone where they cele-
brated with a throng of 
fans hoping for an even 
longer journey. They’ll fi nd 
out their next destination 

Sunday afternoon.
By winning his second 

Big Ten crown in three 
years – both against previ-
ously unbeaten teams -- 
and giving the senior class 
a record-breaking 43rd ca-
reer win, Connor Cook and 
his teammates can turn 
now their focus to their sea-
son-long goal, winning the 
school’s fi rst outright na-
tional title since 1952.

“We wanted to come 
back and win a champion-
ship,” Cook said. “It’s awe-
some, man.”

Cook, who played with a 
sore shoulder and appeared 
to get hurt a couple of 
times during the game, 
seemed a bit off  until the 
end.

He fi nished 16 of 32 with 
191 yards, no touchdowns 
and one interception. He 
still became the fi rst player 

chosen the title game MVP 
twice – largely because of 
the poise he demonstrated 
on a methodical 82-yard 
drive that consumed 9 min-
utes, 4 seconds and essen-
tially sealed Iowa’s fate.

With the season on the 
line, Cook and the offense 
made play after play against 
an Iowa defense that hadn’t 
given up a touchdown all 
night.

Michigan State heads 
into the postseason with 
lots of confi dence after 
winning four straight, with 
two coming against top 10 
teams.

“Our football team 
knows how to win. We can 
play it out,” coach Mark 
Dantonio said. “We don’t 
count ourselves out. When 
some things aren’t going so 

Michigan St.

16
Iowa

13

Epic 22-play drive gives MSU Big Ten title, College Football Playoff spot
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San Francisco 49ers quarterback Blaine Gabbert (2) is sand-
wiched between Chicago Bears linebacker Lamarr Houston, 
top and Chicago Bears nose tackle Eddie Goldman (91) as he is 
sacked during the second half of the game. 

Bears lose to 49ers on overtime TD
By JAY COHEN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO — Robbie 
Gould missed two fi eld 
goals on his 34th birthday. 
Jay Cutler threw an inter-
ception that was returned 
for a touchdown, and the 
defense faltered at the 
worst time.

Just as quickly as Chica-
go inserted itself  into the 
playoff race, the Bears’ 
hopes came crashing back 
to Earth on Sunday after-
noon.

Gould was wide left on a 
36-yard attempt on the fi -
nal play of regulation and 
Blaine Gabbert threw a 71-
yard touchdown pass to 
Torrey Smith in overtime, 
sending Cutler and the 
Bears to a 26-20 loss to the 
lowly San Francisco 49ers.

“I feel terrible. I have a 
job to do, and I didn’t do 
that today,” Gould said.

Chicago (5-7) was riding 
high at the beginning of 
the day, coming off a rare 
17-13 victory at Green Bay 
on Thanksgiving and win-

ners of three of four over-
all. San Francisco (4-8) had 
dropped four of fi ve and 
was winless in fi ve road 
games, outscored by an av-
erage of three touchdowns.

Any talk of the Bears 
reaching .500 and setting 
up an intriguing fi nal 
month of the season was 
washed away by a steady 
stream of mistakes.

A wide receiver screen in 
the fi rst quarter turned into 
Jimmie Ward’s fi rst career 
interception and a 29-yard 
return for a tying touch-

down. Gould was wide left 
on a 40-yarder in the third 
quarter. 

Cutler misfi red on a cou-
ple of throws with Alshon 
Jeffery and Joshua Bellamy 
open in the San Francisco 
secondary in the fourth 
quarter.

“Second time we’ve had 
a chance to get back to .500 
and we’ve kind of blown 
both opportunities,” Cutler 
said. “It’s a shame because 
we had a good shot today. 

See BEARS, page B2


