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New CVS shrinks its hours
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — It looks 
like employees of the re-
cently opened CVS phar-
macy in St. Joseph won’t be 
burning the midnight oil, 
after all.

Just two months after it 
opened its doors, the CVS 
on Niles Avenue has re-
duced its hours and will no 
longer be open 24 hours a 
day, as it had advertised on 
its lighted signs.

Mike DeAngelis, senior 

director of Corporate Com-
munications for CVS 
Health, confi rmed that the 
reduction in hours went 
into effect Sunday.

“As part of the regular 
course of business, we re-
view operating hours to 
make sure that we’re open 
during peak customer de-
mand. From time to time, 
this may result in a shift in 
store hours,” DeAngelis 
said by email. “We deter-
mined that, effective Dec. 6, 
our Niles Ave. store no lon-
ger needs to be open 24 

hours, but rather have stan-
dard hours of operation to 
better align with customer 
demand at this location.”

Those hours will be 8 
a.m.-10 p.m. daily for the 
front of the store. Pharma-
cy hours are 8 a.m.-9 p.m. 
weekdays, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays and 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Sundays.

The pharmacy at 2506 
Niles Ave. is the fi rst CVS 
in Berrien County. It 
opened following almost 18 
months of discussion and 
controversy among resi-
dents concerned about add-
ed traffi c, noise, lights and 

the environmental impact 
of the project. Residents 
also objected to having a 
24-hour store in the neigh-
borhood.

The building replaced 
Florin Funeral Home, 
which had operated on the 
site since the 1960s.

When asked if  it is typical 
for a CVS location to adjust 
its hours after such a brief  
time being open, DeAngelis 
replied “The timing of the 
hours adjustment was not 
related to the date of the 
store opening.”

John Matuszak / HP staff

The sign at the CVS pharmacy in St. Joseph no longer advertises 
that the location is open 24 hours, after the decision to reduce 
hours went into effect. The pharmacy along Niles Avenue opened 
in October.

St. Joseph pharmacy no longer open 24 hours

No Oscar for 
Dowagiac 
screen play

By DEBRA HAIGHT 
HP Correspondent

DOWAGIAC — A Dowagiac-
area man has pleaded guilty to 
stealing state grant money the city 
secured to help him create a 
downtown movie theater.

Kenneth Allen, 73, of Leach 
Road pleaded guilty at a pretrial 
conference this week in Cass 
County Circuit Court. Allen 
agreed to plead guilty to a reduced 
charge of attempted larceny in a 
building. 

Cass Prosecutor Victor Fitz 
said Allen had originally been 
charged with larceny in a build-
ing, a fi ve-year felony. The at-
tempted charge is a two-year felo-
ny. Allen had been scheduled for 
trial next week. He is scheduled to 
be sentenced Feb. 5.

Fitz said the plea agreement 
calls for Allen to be placed on fi ve 
years probation and pay $80,000 
restitution to the city. Further-
more, City Manager Kevin An-
derson said the city is thinking 
about suing Allen to recover an-
other $81,000.

Judge Michael Dodge took Al-
len’s plea under advisement. 

The incident occurred over sev-
eral months in 2014. Allen had 
promised to transform an aban-
doned storefront, the former Mr. 
K’s Wearhouse, into a single-
screen theater. The city applied 
for a grant on his behalf and ad-
ministered the money. 

Plea deal reached 
in theater scam 
involving state grant

Contributed photo

Lake Michigan College President Robert Harrison and Board of Trustees Chair-
woman Mary Jo Tomasini hold the street sign to be used to honor the soon-
to-retire president.

Ending his tenure on a high note

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
With just over two weeks left in 
his tenure, Lake Michigan Col-
lege President Bob Harrison is 
stepping down with accolades 
from Gov. Rick Snyder and the 
institution he’s led since 2009.

LMC Board members approved 
a resolution this week to give him 
“president emeritus” status, and 
renames the entrance to the Napi-

er Avenue campus as Harrison 
Boulevard.

Both honors are fi tting rewards 
for Harrison’s many contribu-
tions to the college, said board 
Chairwoman Mary Jo Tomasini 
– who presented him with a trib-
ute from Snyder.

“Dr. Harrison wholeheartedly 
embraced all of the duties as-
signed to him throughout his ca-
reer at LMC,” Tomasini said in an 
LMC news release. “He provided 
a successful long-term college vi-
sion in a contagiously enthusias-
tic and often humorous manner. 
We’re saddened that his tenure 
here has reached its end, but 

grateful for his contributions, and 
we wish him the best in this next 
phase of his life.”

Snyder cited “the addition of a 
bachelor’s degree in energy pro-
duction and distribution manage-
ment, the opening of an enology 
and viticulture center, construc-
tion ... of the Hanson Technology 
Center, (the) addition of fi rst resi-
dence hall and a successful ‘Start 
to Finish’ program supporting at-
risk students.” 

Harrison is LMC’s fi rst leader 
to earn emeritus distinction, 
Tomasini said.

‘Fat’ is where it’s at at Love Creek

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BERRIEN SPRINGS — The 
folks at the Berrien County 
Parks Department want to help 
you get rid of  that spare tire 
around your middle this winter.

And they want to do it with a 
“fat” bike.

That’s the name of  the cycles 
with the unusually wide tires that 
are designed for riding in the 
snow.

“It’s one more way to get peo-
ple out to enjoy the outdoors,” 
said Kip Miller, manager of 
Love Creek Park on Huckleber-
ry Road in Berrien Center, where 
the bikes will be available for 
rent starting Dec. 19.

Parks Department Director 
Brian Bailey and Miller, an avid 
cyclist since the 1970s, have been 
watching the popularity of  fat 
bikes grow, and have seen more 
demand from park patrons hun-
gry for winter recreation op-
tions.

With the recent acquisition of 
25 additional acres at Love 
Creek, the park now has room to 
expand ski trails and for a spe-
cially marked 3-mile bike trail.

Miller had never ridden a fat 
bike before they arrived at the 
park.

“I was amazed at how much 
fun it is,” Miller said. “They re-
ally roll along, with a faster grip. 
And the stability is incredible.”

And you don’t even have to 
have snow, he said. “It’s fun with 
snow, but it’s fun without 
snow.”

Snow bikes 
to be available 
for trail rides

LMC, Gov. Snyder praise 
soon-to-retire Harrison

See HARRISON, page A6

See THEATER, page A6See FAT BIKES, page A6

See CVS, page A6

Don Campbell / HP staff  See more photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

Kip Miller, director of Love Creek Park, shows off on Wednesday the park’s newest activity: fat bike riding. The park 
will rent the bicycles, which can traverse snow, for its trails.

Earn your GED or High School Diploma 
online for free!

Contact Immanuel at  or 269.277.5122, x1419
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .37º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .25º
Record High . . . . . . 62º in 1991
Record Low . . . . . . . 3º in 1989
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.15"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.87"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 32.22"
Normal year to date . . . . 35.20"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:03 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:14 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:58 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:09 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a high temperature 
of 54º, humidity of 67%. South 
wind 15 to 20 mph. Expect partly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 42º. Southwest 
wind 10 to 15 mph. 

Today, south winds to 30 kt becoming southwest. Chance of rain 
in the afternoon. Waves 4 to 7 ft occasionally to 9 ft building to 6 to 
9 ft occasionally to 11 ft. Water temperature 38 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be cloudy with scattered showers, highs in the 40s. 
South wind 10 to 15 mph. Friday, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy 
with highs in the 40s. West wind 10 to 15 mph.

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with highs in the 50s. South 
wind 9 to 18 mph. Friday, skies will be mostly sunny to partly cloudy 
with highs in the 50s. West southwest wind 8 to 11 mph.

How long does a cumulus 
cloud last? ?

Answer: Ten to 15 minutes on 
average.

New
12/11

First
12/18

Full
12/25

Last
1/2

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 49
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Dec. 10, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

The walking beat cop is back 
in Benton Harbor. At one time, 
police walking the beat was stan-
dard operating procedure in 
communities across the nation, 
including Benton Harbor. As 
part of a state-sponsored pro-
gram, Patrolman Will Roddy 
walks the beat in the Buss Ave-
nue and Washington Apart-
ments public housing complexes, 
across Buss from each other. 
The complexes are high on the 
city’s list of hot spots for drug 
and gang activity.

Bruce Stover is the 1990 Fire-
man of the Year for the Berrien 
Spings-Oronoko Township Fire 
Department. Stover, 42, a mem-
ber of the department for eight 
years, is currently assistant fire 
chief.

35 years ago – 1980

River Valley Coach Jerry 
Schaffer has chalked up a ton of 
victories the past 18 years. But 
win No. 223 Tuesday night has 
to rank high on his “sweetest” 
list. The Mustangs put together 
another splendid defensive ef-
fort to upset St. Joseph 41-39 in 
the Bears’ own den. The victory 
broke an eight-game River Val-
ley losing streak to St. Joseph 
and was only the Mustangs’ sec-
ond victory in the Bear series.

50 years ago – 1965
Weather conditions were con-

sidered acceptable at Cape Ken-
nedy, Fla., for Gemini 7 astro-
nauts Frank Borman and James 
A. Lovell Jr. to be launched into 
space at approximately 2:30 p.m. 
today on a 14-day journey.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Thursday, Dec. 10, 
the 344th day of 2015. There are 
21 days left in the year.

Highlight in history:
On Dec. 10, 1905, the O. Hen-

ry short story “The Gift of the 
Magi” was published in the New 
York Sunday World Magazine 
under the title “Gifts of the 
Magi.”

On this date:
In 1520, Martin Luther pub-

licly burned the papal edict de-
manding that he recant, or face 
excommunication.

In 1817, Mississippi was ad-
mitted as the 20th state of the 
Union.

In 1906, President Theodore 
Roosevelt became the first 

American to be awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for helping to 
mediate an end to the Russo-
Japanese War.

In 1931, Jane Addams became 
the first American woman to be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize; 
the co-recipient was Nicholas 
Murray Butler.

In 1948, the U.N. General As-
sembly adopted its Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights.

In 1950, Ralph J. Bunche was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 
the first black American to re-
ceive the award.

In 1964, Martin Luther King 
Jr. received his Nobel Peace 
Prize in Oslo, saying he accepted 
it “with an abiding faith in 
America and an audacious faith 
in the future of mankind.”

“It’s a mark of distin-
guished service that denotes 
all the great work (recipi-
ents have) done and contin-
ues to uphold them with 
high regard. We name pro-
fessor emeritus after 15 
years of service. We felt that 
Bob had done such great 
work, we wanted to have 
him be our first president 
emeritus,” she said.

Tuesday’s meeting at 
MTEC marked the last one 
for Harrison, who’s retiring 
at the end of the month.

His replacement is Jenni-
fer Spielvogel, vice presi-
dent of evidence and inqui-

ry at Cuyahoga Community 
College.

Harrison wasn’t available 
for comment Wednesday 
because he was in Lansing 
advocating on the college’s 
behalf, Tomasini said.

“He’s going to work right 
till the last minute, that’s for 
sure. He won’t be taking 
any vacation time on the 
way out the door,” she said.

Harrison spent 16 years 
at LMC – first as dean of 
community and business 
services, then as dean of oc-
cupational studies, and ex-
ecutive dean of its Bertrand 
Crossing campus.

He served twice as inter-
im president. The board 
chose him as LMC’s ninth 
president in May 2009.

HARRISON
From page A1

Dowagiac police began to 
investigate him in January 
after there were work delays 
and discrepancies in the in-
voices Allen submitted.

Public Safety Director 
Steve Grinnewald said one 
example regarded a furnace/
air conditioning unit Allen 
falsely claimed had been in-
stalled.

Anderson said the city re-
ceived more than $220,000 
in Community Develop-
ment Block Brant blight 
elimination funds from the 
Michigan Economic Devel-
opment Corp. on Allen’s be-
half. He said the city had 
paid out $161,000 to Allen, 
and the state must be repaid 

by April 1.
Anderson said he doesn’t 

think the situation will af-
fect the city’s chances of 
getting future grants. He 
said the city has kept the 
state informed of the situa-
tion all along the way.

Anderson said the city is 
exploring its other options 
such as a civil suit in recov-
ering money from Allen in 
addition to any restitution 
ordered in the criminal case. 
He said the city is commit-
ted to “turning every stone” 
in getting all the money 
back from Allen.

“We want to recoup what 
we can and then get new de-
velopment coming into the 
downtown,” he said. “We 
had hoped the theater would 
be a destination point draw-
ing people to the city.”

THEATER
From page A1

CVS was expected to em-
ploy 20 to 25 people. DeAn-
gelis said there had been no 
reduction in staff as a result 
of the cut in hours, “although 
one employee did decide to 
return to a former employer 
as a result of the change.”

The CVS project was initi-
ated by Indianapolis devel-
opers Eric Harvey and 
James Koch in February 
2014. They have put the 
13,000-square-foot building 
and the 2.5-acre lot up for 
sale for $6.5 million.

Down the street, the Wal-
greens pharmacy is open 24 
hours a day. Two other phar-
macies, Van’s and Gillespie’s, 
also operate nearby.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

CVS
From page A1

Bailey said the park will 
have at least four of the 
bikes provided by Outpost 
Sports, available for rental 
at $15 an hour, or $25 for 
two hours.

Outpost will receive 60 
percent of the proceeds, 
with the county receiving 
40 percent, Bailey said.

People with their own fat 
bikes are welcome to bring 
them to the park for a ride, 
as well. There is a $5 winter 
trail fee when there is 
enough snow and the trails 
are groomed. Season pass-
es are available.

When the groomed trail 
conditions exist, snow bikes 
will only be allowed on the 
designated trail. When 
there is not enough snow 

for grooming, all trails ex-
cept the Love Creek Valley 
Loop are open to bikes.

The bike trails cross the 
cross country ski trails (ski-
ers have the right of way), 
and are shared by snow-
shoers.

Bailey said three years 
ago he didn’t see fat bikes 
for sale at major retailers 
such as Walmart, but now 
all the stores have them.

Love Creek offers the 
closest groomed cross 
country ski trails to Chica-
go and Indianapolis, and 
even people from southern 
Wisconsin visit the park, 
Miller said.

The fat bikes are a way to 
provide one more winter 
attraction at the parks, Bai-
ley said. Madeline Ber-
trand Park, near Buchan-
an, also offers cross country 
skiing.

Bailey said Bertrand’s 
flatter terrain is more suit-
able for beginning skiers, 
while Love Creek’s hillier 
trails are best for interme-
diate and advanced skiers. 
Bertrand also offers night 
skiing.

There’s not much snow 
in the immediate forecast, 
Bailey conceded, but when 
the white stuff does start to 
fall he expects to see Love 
Creek’s parking lot full.

“This is another oppor-
tunity for families to expe-
rience nature,” Bailey said. 
“They can realize the health 
benefits while seeing and 
hearing the sights and 
sounds of nature.”

Information about all of 
Berrien County’s parks is 
at www.berriencounty.org/
parks.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

FAT BIKES
From page A1

Power to the states: Education 
law rewrite passes Congress
By JENNIFER C. KERR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Those federally mandated 
math and reading tests will 
continue, but a sweeping re-
write of the nation’s educa-
tion law will now give states 
– not the U.S. government 
– authority to decide how to 
use the results in evaluating 
teachers and schools.

The Senate on Wednes-
day voted overwhelmingly, 
85-12, to approve legislation 
rewriting the landmark No 
Child Left Behind educa-
tion law of 2002. On Thurs-
day, President Barack 
Obama will sign it into law.

One key feature of No 
Child remains: Public 
school students will still 
take the federally required 
statewide reading and math 
exams. But the new law en-
courages states to limit the 
time students spend on test-
ing, and it will diminish the 
high stakes for underper-
forming schools.

“You’ll see states taking 
the opportunity to serve 
kids better, meaning it’s not 
just a conversation about la-
beling schools but also a 
conversation about when a 
school’s not doing right by 
kids,” Chris Minnich, exec-
utive director of the Coun-
cil of Chief State School 
Officers, said in an inter-
view. 

The new law will give 
states flexibility beyond us-
ing testing results to con-
sider additional perfor-

mance measures such as 
graduation rates. 

Here’s how the major 
stakeholders fare:

Teachers
The legislation eliminates 

the federal mandate that 
teacher evaluations be tied 
to student performance on 
the statewide tests. Teach-
ers’ unions hated that previ-
ous idea, saying the high 
stakes associated with the 
tests were creating a culture 
of over-testing and detract-
ing from the learning envi-
ronment. States and dis-
tricts will still be able to link 
scores or consider them as a 
factor in teacher perfor-
mance reviews, but they will 
not be required to do so.

“We will continue to be 
vigilant as work shifts to the 
states to fix accountability 
systems and develop teacher 
evaluation systems that are 
fair and aimed at improving 
and supporting good in-
struction,” Randi Weingar-
ten, president of the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers, 
said in a statement.

Students
Don’t start applauding 

yet, kids. The nation’s 50 
million students in public 
schools will still have to take 
the federally mandated 
statewide reading and math 
exams in grades three to 
eight and once in high 
school – so parents, teach-
ers and others can see how 
they are doing against a 
common measuring stick. 

But the legislation also en-
courages states to set caps 
on the amount of time stu-
dents spend on testing.

More children from low- 
and moderate-income fami-
lies will have access to pre-
school through a new grant 
program that is to use exist-
ing funding to support state 
efforts.

Schools
No more Common Core 

– maybe.
The bill says the federal 

government may not man-
date or give states incentives 
to adopt or maintain any 
particular set of academic 
standards, such as Common 
Core.

The college and career-
ready curriculum guidelines 
were created by the states, 
but became a flashpoint for 
those critical of Washing-
ton’s influence in schools. 
The administration offered 
grants through its Race to 
the Top program for states 
that adopted strong aca-
demic standards for stu-
dents.

Parents
The bill provides for more 

transparency about test 
scores, meaning parents 
and others in the commu-
nity will get a better look at 
how students in their states 
and in local schools are do-
ing.

The legislation requires 
that test scores be broken 
down by race, family in-
come and disability status.

States

It’s now up to the states.
States and districts will 

now be responsible for com-
ing up with their own goals 
for schools, designing their 
own measures of achieve-
ment and progress, and de-
ciding independently how 
to turn around struggling 
schools. Testing will be one 
factor considered, but other 
measures of success or fail-
ure could include gradua-
tion rates and education at-
mosphere.

To make sure all children 
get a fair shot at a quality 
education, states will be re-
quired to intervene in the 
lowest-performing 5 percent 
of schools, in high schools 
with high dropout rates and 
in schools with stubborn 
achievement gaps.

Diminished federal role
The measure would sub-

stantially limit the federal 
government’s role, barring 
the Education Department 
from telling states and local 
districts how to assess 
school and teacher perfor-
mance.

The measure also ends 
the waivers the Obama ad-
ministration has given to 
more than 40 states – ex-
emptions granted around 
the more onerous parts of 
No Child when it became 
clear that requirements 
such as having all students 
proficient in reading and 
math by 2014 would not be 
met.

Feeling like a Grinch?  
At least it won’t shorten 
your life, study says

LONDON (AP) — 
There’s good news for 
grumpy women: Being hap-
py apparently has no effect 
on how long you might live.

That’s the conclusion of 
the latest attempt to find out 
if happy people live longer. 
Previous studies have linked 
happiness to longevity but 
researchers now say there’s 
no such scientific connection. 
So while being sick makes 
you unhappy, just being 
grouchy isn’t enough to make 
you ill or shorten your life. 

The results are based on 
questionnaires from more 
than 715,000 British women 
aged 50 to 69 who were en-
rolled in a national breast 
cancer screening program in 
the late 1990s. 

The women were asked 
things like how often they 

felt happy and how healthy 
they were. Nearly 40 percent 
of the women said they were 
happy most of the time while 
17 percent said they were un-
happy. After a decade of 
tracking the women, 4 per-
cent had died.  

Scientists found the death 
rate among unhappy women 
was the same as those who 
were happy. The research 
was published Wednesday in 
the medical journal Lancet. 

“It’s such a common belief  
that stress and unhappiness 
causes death and disease but 
it’s actually the other way 
around,” said Richard Peto, 
a professor at the University 
of Oxford who was one of 
the study’s authors. “People 
should focus on the real is-
sues that shorten their lives, 
like smoking and obesity.” 


