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Lauren Pulliam, 5, prays before eating a Thanksgiving feast prepared by staff Tuesday at the Benton Harbor Area Schools’ Kindergarten Discovery 
Center in Benton Township.

GIVING THANKS Breaking 
the ice

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The Howard 
Ice Arena in St. Joseph will be 
getting a new scoreboard, cour-
tesy of  the local hockey league, 
but boosters think the rink 
needs to be enclosed for year-
round play.

At Monday’s City Commis-
sion meeting, resident Sylvia 
Lieberg lamented that weather 
conditions have delayed the tra-
ditional Thanksgiving Day 
opening of  the rink on Willa 
Drive, and repeated her fre-
quent call for enclosing the 
rink.

Lieberg, whose grandchildren 
participate in a hockey league 

Turkey Day travel  
survival guide 
By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Lower gas prices will lead to 
more congested highways and 
busier airports for Thanksgiving 
travelers this year, experts say.

During the four-day holiday 
weekend, an estimated 46.9 mil-
lion Americans are expected to 
go 50 miles or more from home, 
according to travel agency and 
automobile lobbying group 
AAA.

Like other holidays, AAA says 
the majority of travelers – almost 
90 percent – will be driving. One 
of the reasons is drivers will be 
paying less at the pump.

Janice Eagle, manager for Trav-

el Leaders in Benton Harbor, 
said this isn’t a surprise due to 
the amount of time it takes to 
travel. A lot of families are close 
enough to where air travel is 
deemed unnecessary. 

“If a trip is within five hours, 
it’s actually quicker to drive,” 
Eagle said. “If you account for 
the two-hour check in, waiting 
for your bags and the flight time, 
you could have gotten there ear-
lier for a cheaper cost. It’s kind of 
wash.”

AAA says the average retail 
price for gasoline will be 74 cents 
cheaper for the holidays than last 
year. With the typical car getting 
18.5 miles per gallon, that means 
a family driving at least 300 miles 

will save $12 in fuel this Thanks-
giving.

Caryl Olson, owner of Cruise 
Planners-Advantage Travel in St. 
Joseph, said Thanksgiving is the 
busiest travel period of the year, 
due to the condensed window to 

travel.
“Christmas is big, but people 

can go as early as Dec. 18 or 19 
because school is out and busi-
nesses may close a couple days 

LMC Board selects new president
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TWP. — Lake Michi-
gan College board members have 
chosen a Cleveland, Ohio, commu-
nity college vice president to be the 
institution’s next leader.

LMC board members unani-
mously voted during a special 
meeting Tuesday to start contract 
negotiations with Dr. Jennifer 
Spielvogel, vice president of evi-
dence and inquiry at Cuyahoga 
Community College. The board 
hopes to have her in place by Jan. 
1.

Spielvogel’s leadership skills and 

decision-making approach made 
her the top choice for the job, said 
LMC Board Chairman Mary Jo 
Tomasini.

“Even after months of rigorous 
reviews, assessments, interviews, 
background checks and hundreds 
of letters and phone calls from em-
ployees and community members, 
it was still a tough decision because 
we had such excellent candidates,” 
said Tomasini in a prepared state-
ment. “Each brought a unique set 
of skills, experience and perspec-
tive. Dr. Spielvogel stood for her 
vast experience, strong background 
in strategic leadership and data-
driven approach to decision mak-
ing.”

Spielvogel is to succeed LMC 
President Bob Harrison, who’s re-
tiring in December after 16 years 

with the college. He 
has led LMC since 
2009. He announced 
plans to retire in 
March.

The board chose 
Spielvogel over 
Robert Spohr, vice 
president of student 
affairs at Montcalm 
Community Col-
lege.

 “Honestly, it was a very difficult 
decision – they were both highly 
qualified, and both would have 
made an outstanding president of 
Lake Michigan College. But we se-
lected her because of her analytical 
skills, and her overall leadership 
skills,” Tomasini said Tuesday 
night. “She’s very innovative, and 
creative, and we think that she’ll be 

able to finish the projects that we’ve 
started, and lead us into the fu-
ture.”

LMC’s vice president of student 
affairs, Clinton Gabbard, was the 
third finalist.

However, Gabbard withdrew his 
application before Tuesday’s spe-
cial meeting to focus on his candi-
dacy for the presidency of McHen-
ry County College, in Illinois, 
where he’s also a finalist, the release 
stated.

 Gabbard, who withdrew his ap-
plication last Friday, would also 
have been a top-tier candidate if  
he’d stayed in the search, Tomasini 
said.

 “He’s an outstanding individual, 
and if he does decide to leave the 
college, he has definitely been an 
influencer in our success and 

growth,” Tomasini said. “He’s been 
an outstanding vice president of 
student services – this has been a 
tough year. We’ve lost a couple of 
students, we’ve had an employee 
with a significant medical issue. 
He’s had all kinds of things he’s 
had to negotiate, and he’s done a 
stellar job. If this (McHenry) is 
where his heart is, we want to hon-
or that.”

The college received more than 
70 applications and resumes for the 
post. A 19-member search com-
mittee – also led by Tomasini – be-
gan paring down in September to 
its three finalists.

“Ultimately, we must choose the 
right leader for the right time in 
this particular point in the college’s 
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Traffic flows along I-94 in Benton Township on Tuesday. According to AAA, 
the average price for gasoline will be 74 cents cheaper for holiday travel-
ers than last year. More people are expected to clog roads and airports this 
holiday weekend, due to reduced costs.

Experts offer tips for the busy traveler

Hockey league ready to raise 
funds to enclose SJ arena

See ICE, page A2

See TRAVEL, page A2

Cleveland woman picked; 
contract must be reached

See LMC, page A10

Widow’s house 
robbed while 
attending  
husband’s 
funeral
From THE LA PORTE 
HERALD-ARGUS

WANATAH — A Wanatah, 
Ind. woman returned to her 
home after attending her hus-
band’s funeral to discover the 
residence ransacked and bur-
glarized on Saturday.

According to La Porte Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department reports, 
the home was breeched without 
forced entry when the suspect 
or suspects entered the home 
through a partially open over-
head garage door, and then 
through an unlocked door in 
the garage.

The homeowner said she of-
ten leaves the overhead garage 
door partially open to allow 
pets to get in and out.

The home, located in the 
15000 block of  South CR-
1050W, was robbed between 1 
p.m. when the homeowner left 
to attend her husband’s funeral 

See WIDOW, page A10

SPIELVOGEL
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .43º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .30º
Record High . . . . . . 65º in 1966
Record Low . . . . . . .-1º in 1950
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.51"
Normal month to date. . . . 2.65"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 31.20"
Normal year to date . . . . 33.68"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:48 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:17 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:35 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:08 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly sunny 
skies with a high of 49º, humidity 
of 71%. South wind 10 to 15 
mph. Expect mostly cloudy skies 
tonight with a 50% chance of rain, 
overnight low of 44º. South wind 15 
mph. Thursday, skies will be cloudy 
with a 50% chance of rain.

Today, south winds to 30 kt. A few gale force gusts possible in the 
afternoon. Waves building to 6 to 9 ft occasionally to 11 ft.  Water 
temperature 38 degrees. Tonight, south winds to 30 kt.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Thursday

Scat'd Rain
54º / 46º

Friday

Rain Likely
48º / 31º

Saturday

Mostly Sunny
39º / 31º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
42º / 33º

Today

Mostly Sunny
49º

Tonight

Scat'd Rain
44º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain, 
highs in the 40s. South wind 15 to 20 mph. Skies will remain cloudy 
Thursday with scattered snow, highs in the 30s.

Today, skies will be sunny with highs in the 40s. South wind 11 to 
15 mph. Skies will be cloudy Thursday with scattered rain, highs in 
the 50s. South southwest wind 14 to 16 mph.

What is the path of 
destruction caused by a 
hailstorm called? ?

Answer: A hail streak.

Full
11/25

Last
12/3

New
12/11

First
12/18

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 63
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Nov. 25, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

Dowagiac’s football team last 
night cruised to a 35-14 victory 
over previously unbeaten Oxford 
in the Class BB state champion-
ship game at the Pontiac Silver-
dome.

A stubborn fire Saturday in-
volving an estimate 2,000 tires in 
a wooded area of Watervliet 
Township tied up six area fire de-
partments and led to the injury 
of two firefighters. The billowing 
black smoke could be seen as far 
away as St. Joseph and South 
Haven. The fire began when an 
unidentified property owner was 
trying to burn rubbish at the for-
mer junk yard. The fire went out 
of control, igniting the tires. 

35 years ago – 1980
The Benton Harbor City 

Commission has decided to table 

for further study an offer by 
Mayor Joel Patterson’s sister, Sis-
ter Theresa Blaquerre of St. 
John’s Convent, to buy the for-
mer Eleanor Club for $2,000 and 
reopen it as a home for young 
women.

Tina Niffenegger of South 
Haven recently opened String 
Fever at 411 Phoenix St. in South 
Haven. The store features gui-
tars, banjos, harmonicas and re-
lated supplies. 

50 years ago – 1965
Peoples Savings Association’s 

new branch office building in 
Watervliet is now open for busi-
ness, Merle Durren, president of 
Peoples Savings Association of 
Benton Harbor, announced. The 
new facility is at Main Street and 
Red Arrow Highway, the loca-
tion of the branch for the past 
seven years.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, Nov. 25, 
the 329th day of  2015. There 
are 36 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Nov. 25, 1915, a new ver-

sion of  the Ku Klux Klan, tar-
geting blacks, Jews, Catholics 
and immigrants, was founded 
by William Joseph Simmons, 
who proclaimed himself  the 
Imperial Wizard of  the group 
as he staged a cross-burning on 
Stone Mountain outside Atlan-
ta.

On this date:
In 1783, the British evacuated 

New York, their last military 
position in the United States 
during the Revolutionary War.

In 1864, during the Civil War, 
Confederate agents set a series 
of  arson fires in New York; the 
blazes were quickly extin-
guished.

In 1908, the first issue of  The 
Christian Science Monitor was 
published.

In 1920, radio station WTAW 
of College Station, Texas, 
broadcast the first play-by-play 
description of  a football game, 
between Texas University and 
the Agricultural and Mechani-
cal College of  Texas. (Texas 
won, 7-3.)

In 1940, the cartoon charac-
ter Woody Woodpecker made 
his debut in the animated short 
“Knock Knock” produced by 
Walter Lantz.

and 5:17 p.m. when a fam-
ily friend returned to the 
house to let out the ani-
mals and discovered the 
crime.

The bedroom where the 
man had been staying was 
ransacked, with the hos-

pice bed flipped over and 
medications stolen out of 
a locked cabinet.

Prescription drugs taken 
in the burglary included 
oxycodone, fentanyl, di-
laudid, majestroll and 
other drugs.

Two flat-screen televi-
sions and two cellphones 
also were stolen, along 
with the contents of  a safe 

that included $10,000 
cash, along with Social 
Security cards, life insur-
ance policies and birth 
and marriage certificates.

Other rooms in the 
house were also ransacked, 
with drawers pulled out of 
dressers and contents 
dumped across the floors.

Police said there are no 
suspects at this time.

WIDOW
From page A1

history,” Tomasini said. 
“LMC is considered a leader 
among Michigan communi-
ty colleges. We’re in a strong 
position, and we believe Dr. 
Spielvogel is an outstanding 
individual who will help us 
continue to grow and evolve, 

while respecting and main-
taining the culture that 
makes the college special.”

She brings more than 25 
years of higher education 
experience from both two-
year, and four-year institu-
tions, including Lewis Uni-
versity (in Illinois), the 
University of Missouri-
Kansas City, the University 
of Michigan, Bowling 

Green State University and 
Georgetown University, the 
released stated.

Spielvogel also worked 
for The Gallup Organiza-
tion as a senior research di-
rector in its government and 
education division. She 
holds a doctorate in higher 
education administration 
from the University of 
Michigan.

LMC
From page A1
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