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A (mostly) complete list of Hartford death

By ANDY STEINKE
HP Features Editor

HARTFORD — For the last 
year and a half, Bob Latus has 
dedicated his life to death.

The 77-year-old lifetime Hart-
ford resident – the son of former 
mayor Leo Latus – has been on a 
mission to amalgamate death re-
cords for everyone in the Hartford 
and Keeler Township area.

“Part of it was selfi sh,” he says 
of why he started his research. 
“There is an obituary program 
that one of our historians (Emma 
Thornburg Sefcik) started about 
12 years ago, but it’s all recent 
obituaries. ... My dad died in 
1962. The week he died, the Ford 
dealer died, the big real estate de-
veloper died, the town doctor 
died. They weren’t in her fi le, be-
cause it was previous to what she 
had. So I thought, somehow I’ll 
get my history included in her his-
tory.”

Being from a “popular family” 
– his dad was an osteopath – and 
also carrying mail for many years, 
Latus got to know most of the 

people in the Hartford area, in-
cluding Tom Wesaw.

“One of the elder Potawatomi 
Indians, Tom Wesaw, 92 years 
old, came to me,” Latus says. “I 

had kind of been pushing their 
buttons, ‘Now you’ve got casino 
money, let’s get some of that ca-
sino money and build a memorial 
out at the Rush Lake cemetery.’

“Tom came to me, being he and 
I were both Catholic, and that 
was a Catholic church, and he 
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FOCUS
Lawrence 
Welk has a 

new generation 
dancing with 

the stars
You can still catch Lawrence 

Welk on Saturday nights. 
Of course, that’s assuming you 
want to.

He’s on PBS, still leading la-
dies across the dance fl oor, tap-
ping the baton with “ah one, ah 
two, ah three,” 
and cuing the 
bubble machine.

My three great-
aunts, who lived 
together in a two-
story white clap-
board house in 
Lincoln, Neb., 
used to watch 
“The Lawrence 
Welk” program religiously. It 
was like attending the United 
Church of Lawrence Welk – ser-
vices every Saturday night at 7. 
The room was hushed, viewers 
sat quietly and watched with 
reverence.

Despite regular attendance, I 
lost interest in Lawrence Welk 
and we went our separate ways, 
although I doubt Mr. Welk no-
ticed. Maverick that I was, I 
found myself more drawn to Ed 
Sullivan, who hosted acrobats 
spinning plates and a curious 
rock band from England.

Some years later, after I had 
married and had become a 
mother, I heard a familiar “ah 
one, ah two, ah three” drifting 
into the kitchen one Saturday 
night.

Our preschool children were 
plastered to the television, trans-
fi xed by Lawrence Welk and his 
color-coordinated orchestra.

They were mesmerized by the 
hairdos, hats and costumes, the 
sets, the singing and the danc-
ing. At least the girls were. Our 
son wasn’t that interested; he 
probably had something to dis-
mantle somewhere.

“Back up from the television 
before those bubbles burst in 
your face, girls!” 

They did back up, all the way 
to the toy chest. They reap-
peared wearing play high heels, 
faux fur stoles and dress up 
clothes. They imitated the danc-
ers on screen. They danced with 
each other. And they danced 
with their dad, that night and 
many Saturday nights to follow.

Eventually they, too, grew 
older and their tastes change. 
They lost interest and the Satur-
day night dances faded into 
memory.

We hadn’t heard from Law-
rence for some time. Then a 
couple of weeks ago when three 
of the grands were with us for 
the weekend, one of the 5-year-
olds asked if  Lawrence Welk 
would be on.

“Of course,” we chimed, as 
though he was part of our week-
end routine.

They stared with big eyes at 
puffy hair styles, bright cos-
tumes and a beautiful brunette 
singing out her heart in Span-
ish.

They danced with each other 
and danced with Grandpa. The 
numbers that seemed dated to 
us were fresh to them. The 
warmth and affection of the 
performers appealed to the girls 
as much as the gowns and the 
gloves.

And then a baritone crooner 
sang, “Somebody Stole My 
Gal.”

“What’s a gal?” a small voice 
asked.

“It’s like a girlfriend.”
“Somebody stole his girl-

friend?” another asked with 
concern.

“It sounds like it.”
The three of them stood wide 

eyed in disbelief. There was pal-
pable concern; it was an unan-
ticipated ripple.

The next number began and 
the camera zoomed in on a 
woman playing trumpet.

“Is that a gal?” the 3-year-old 
asked

“Yep.”
“Maybe she’s the one he’s 

looking for!”
Problem solved. Cue the bub-

ble machine. Adios, au revoir, 
auf Wiedersehen.

Lori Borgman is a columnist, speaker and 
author. Contact her at loriborgman.com.

Lori 
Borgman

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
Sight & Sound Editor

ST. JOSEPH — It takes a certain 
amount of  faith to be an artist.

Matt Payovich knows that well. 
The 57-year-old St. Joseph native has 
carved out a career by taking chances 
with everything from raku-fi red clay 
pieces to painting enamel on tiles to 

creating complex 
mosaics for more than 
30 years.

It’s only when talking 
about his most recent 
work, however, that 
Payovich says he feels 
like he’s found his 
calling.

“It’s one of  those 
paths that sort of 
chooses you,” Payovich 

says, standing inside the Sacred Heart 
Adoration Chapel at the St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. “As an artist you’re 
always looking for a way to move 
somebody with your work. That’s the 
whole idea. But I don’t think people 
think along those lines anymore. 
They buy a piece of  work to enhance 
a room. ... For me there has to be 
more meaning to it than just decorat-
ing somebody’s house. I’m not saying 
I always achieve that, but that’s what 
you want. That’s what I tried to do 
here.”

Above Payovich, on the curved wall 
archway, are two large paintings on 

thin oak boards. Each piece has three 
glowing angels gazing toward the 
altar in the small chapel adjacent to 
the church. The paintings are part of 
myriad religious artworks that 
Payovich created for the recently 
transformed chapel, which will have 
an open house 1-4 p.m. Dec. 13, when 
the public can view the pieces up 
close. The event is in conjunction 
with “Led by the Spirit,” Payovich’s 
exhibit in the Heartha Whitlow 
Gallery of  the Box Factory for the 
Arts on view through Jan. 2, which 
includes several prints taken from the 
chapel’s permanent works.

“Elaine Harju, and Ali Hanson, 
who was director here at the time, 
had heard about what we were doing 

at the chapel and decided to come 
take a look,” Payovich says. “That’s 
how the exhibit came about. Most of 
the work can’t be removed from the 
chapel, but I could do prints of 
them.”

A parishioner of  St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church, Payovich was initially 
approached in 2000 by the Rev. 
Eugene Sears to do some art for the 
church. When Msgr. Michael Osborn 
opened the Adoration Chapel in June 
2007, some of  those pieces were 
moved into the space.

“At one point the church had a cha-
pel, but it had been turned into 
bathrooms,” Payovich says. “Msgr. 

Andy Steinke / HP staff

Bob Latus works on his computer at the Hartford Public Library. The lifetime Hartford resident has compiled a list of 
15,600 graves in the Hartford and Keeler Township area dating back to 1824.

Historian compiles list 
of more than 15,000 
graves in Hartford area

Sacred art
Matt Payovich’s art graces 
Catholic church’s chapel

Photos provided / Frank Fekete

St. Joseph artist Matt Payovich created several pieces to adorn the Sacred Heart Adora-
tion Chapel at St. Joseph Catholic Church. The church is having an open house Dec. 13 
so members of the public can get a closer look. Top, the altar area features Payovich’s 
paintings and mosaic works. Above, one of two paintings on the archway features three 
angels gazing toward the altar.
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WEDDINGS

The Herald-Palladium pub-
lishes news for engage-
ments, weddings and anni-
versaries each Sunday.

With engagements and 
weddings, one of the couple 
must be a resident or former 
resident of the area to have 
the announcement published. 

Couples celebrating anniver-
saries also must be residents 
or former residents. 

Forms are available online 
at www.TheHP.com and at 
our office, 3450 Hollywood 
Road, St. Joseph. Need more 
help? Call 429-2400 or (800) 
356-4262, ext. 295.

Schau 
60 years 

Chris and Jane Schau of 
Galien celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary 
Nov. 28 at the American 
Legion in Galien.

Chris Schau and the for-
mer Jane Stark were mar-
ried Nov. 26, 1955, in Bu-
chanan. 

Their children are Chris 
Schau Jr. of Galien and 
Craig Schau of Niles.

They have six grandchil-
dren and five great-grand-
children. 

Chris and Jane are both 
retired. 

Kuhnlein 
60 years

Jerome and Mary Sue 
Kuhnlein of St. Joseph cel-
ebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary Sept. 17 at 
Lake Michigan Grade 
School at the 9 a.m. mass, 
where they renewed their 
wedding vows. Msgr. Sears 
was the celebrant. 

Jerry Kuhnlein and the 
former Mary Sue Cook 
were married Sept. 17, 
1955, in St. Martins Cath-
olic Church, Detroit.  

Their children are Debbi 
Schorger (Bill) of Frank-
town, Colo.; Dr. Jerome 
Kuhnlein (Colleen), St. Jo-
seph; Jeff Kuhnlein (Mary 

Jean) of Greensboro, N.C.; 
Greg Khunlein (Theresa), 
Farmington Hills, Mich.; 
Tim Kuhnlein (Gail) Sali-
na, Mich.; and Mary Ann 
Doyle (David) of Glen El-
lyn, Ill.

They have 18 grandchil-
dren and three great-
grandchildren. 

Jerry graduated from the 
University of Detroit. He 
worked as a trust officer at 
the National Bank of De-
troit. He spent 19 years in 
the Navy Reserves. 

Mary volunteers for 
many church events, chauf-
feured her children to all 
sports event and late night 
jobs. She loves music, 
painting and dancing. 

Howley 
50 years

David and Paula Howley 
of Coloma celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary 
at Tosi’s Restaurant, Ste-
vensville.

David Howley and the 
former Paula Clements 
were married June 12, 1965, 
in Benton Harbor. 

Their children are Lange 
Howley of St. Louis, Shawn 

(Kitra) Stenman of Saug-
atuck, Jason (Brenda) How-
ley of Fort Huachuga, 
Ariz., and Andrew Howley 
of Madison Heights, Mich. 

They have nine grand-
children and one great-
grandchild. 

David is a self-employed 
CPA.

Paula sews doll clothes 
for Mums the Word in Saw-
yer and Handmade Trea-
sures in Coloma.

Marks 
60 years

Larry and Betty Marks 
of St. Joseph celebrated 
their 60th wedding anni-
versary. 

Larry Marks and the 
former Berry Lerke were 
married Nov. 26, 1955, in 
Benton Harbor. 

Their son is Alan Marks 
of Eau Claire.

Larry is a retired staff  
engineer for Whirlpool 
Corp.

Betty worked for the 
Berrien Intermediate 
School System. 

They are members of 
Grace Lutheran Church in 
St. Joseph. 

Edinger 
Karnes

Michelle Edinger and 
Kyle Karnes were married 
June 27, 2015, at The Golf 
Club at Harbor Shores, 
Benton Harbaor. The Rev. 
Terry Halstead officiated. 

Parents of the bride are 
Greg and Marian Edinger 
of St. Joseph. The groom is 
the son of Sheryl Karnes 
of Ionia, Mich., and Randy 
and Tricia Karnes of Mus-
kegon, Mich.

Abby Hanichen was 
maid of honor. Jaclyn Le-
ahy was matron of honor. 
Bridesmaids were Lauren 
Allen, Lindsey Sage, Carly 
Edinger and Danielle 
O’Connor.

Eva Ritter was flower 
girl. Ring bearers were 
Luke Edinger and Owen 
Ritter.

Best women were Melissa 
Robinson and Melissa Ful-
genzi. Groomsmen were 
Thomas Hull, Daniel 
Datema and Ryan Edinger.

A reception was held The 
Golf Club at Harbor 
Shores. The couple is living 
in Kentwood, Mich. 

The bride graduated 
from St. Joseph High 
School. She earned a Bach-
elor of Business Adminis-

tration in sales and business 
marketing from Western 
Michigan University. She 
earned a Master of Busi-
ness Administration with 
health care administration 
emphasis from  Grand Val-
ley State University. She is 
an associate business man-
ager for Daymon World-
wide at SpartanNash in 
Grand Rapids.

The groom graduated 
from Shenandoah High 
School, Shenandoah, Iowa. 
He earned an associate de-
gree in business occupation 
from Grand Rapids Com-
munity College. He is an 
imaging solutions account 
executive for CU*Answers 
in Grand Rapids.

Rose 
60 years

Gene and Gail Rose of 
Baroda celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary 
Nov. 28 with a dinner at 
D’Agostino’s Italian Res-
taurant hosted by their 
children. 

Gene Rose and the for-
mer Gail Dodson were 
married Nov. 26, 1955, in 
Benton Harbor. 

Their children are Mi-
chael Rose, Cathlene Ku-
plie and Anthony Rose, 
all of  Baroda; Caryn Mc-
Fall and Roxanne Beh-
rman, both of  St. Joseph; 
and Vincent Rose of 
Bridgman. 

They have 11 grand-
children and 12 great-
grandchildren.

Gene worked at The 
Herald-Palladium for 40 
years. He was in charge 
of  the Composition De-
partment. He retired in 
1992.

Gail stayed home with 
her children, then worked 
at the Link in St. Joseph. 
She retired in 1999. 

Both belong to St. 
John’s Catholic Church in 
Benton Harbor, where 

they were married. They 
volunteer at the River 
Valley Senior Center. Gail 
volunteers at the Food 
Pantry in Bridgman. 

ANNIVERSARIES

thought that maybe there 
was something I knew that 
he didn’t know,” Latus 
says.

There were no records 
of  the Native Americans 
buried at St. Dominic 
Catholic Church at Rush 
Lake, Latus says, because 
the Catholic Church 
doesn’t see death as a sac-
rament – like a wedding or 
a baptism – so it doesn’t 
keep records.

“That’s up to the town-
ship and the cemetery sex-
ton and the government to 
register death at the court-

house and then identify 
where they are at at the 
cemetery,” Latus says.

So Latus pulled out his 
computer and started 
searching through old edi-
tions of the weekly Hart-
ford Day Spring. The pa-
per, which published from 
1877 to 1972, had been 
digitized and was available 
to search through the Hart-
ford Public Library’s web-
site.

“He spent about six 
hours daily combing 
through the Day Spring, 
The (Paw Paw) Courier-
Leader and Tri-City Re-
cord,” Librarian Stephanie 
Daniels wrote in an email. 

Latus also searched li-

brary, Maple Hill Ceme-
tery, Pioneer Cemetery and 
Keeler Cemetery records 
to compile his list, which 
now stands at about 15,600 
graves.

“I have 162 Pokagon 
Band Indians,” Latus says.

His records include as 
much information about 
the deceased as he could 
find – birth date, death 
date, burial site, lineage, 
fraternal affiliations, mili-
tary service and more.

He even includes the per-
son’s Soundex code – a 
coded surname index based 
on the way a surname 
sounds rather than the way 
it is spelled. It is commonly 
found as the first four dig-

its of  a driver’s license 
number.

His document is alive, so 
to speak, in that he contin-
ues to add to it as addition-
al Hartford residents die.

The library has a copy of 
his work as do the caretak-
ers for the Hartford and 
Keeler cemeteries. He also 
has given a copy to Sefcik 
to add to her all-things 
Hartford website, Pearls In 
Our Past.

“This is work that only a 
dedicated person would 
tackle,” Daniels wrote. 
“The information he has 
indexed is a priceless asset 
to this community. … We 
owe him our gratitude for 
this work.”

LATUS
From page D1

Michael Osborn came in 
and decided to have a 
chapel for adoration. We 
gutted where the old chapel 
was and started to redo it. 
Some of those art pieces 
that were in the main body 
of the church were moved 
to the chapel, but it was 
over several years that the 
chapel acquired the 
artwork and it sort of all 
came together in pieces. I 
felt like it needed to be tied 
together so it looked like it 
was all meant to be in there 
together.”

Two of the large pieces 
that moved into the chapel 
were Payovich’s enamel on 
tile works that now flank 
the altar. One depicts 
Joseph with Jesus as a 
young boy. The other 

shows the holy family with 
the Virgin Mary clutching 
a baby Jesus as Joseph 
looks on. 

“The pieces are very 
large and the chapel is very 
small so having big pieces 
in there kind of engulfs the 
space,” Payovich says. “I 
felt they needed to look like 
they belonged there and we 
had the opportunity to 
take our time to make it 
look like it was all put 
together at once.”

Payovich began by using 
the same color palettes of 
his previous work. He 
enlisted fellow parishioners 
to be live models and was 
conscious of the chapel’s 
architectural features such 
as the stained glass win-
dows.

“As an artist you do want 
to be expressive in your 
own way,” Payovich says. 
“Doing this work you’re 

also thinking of the work 
that is already in the church 
itself, which is usually this 
international Gothic style. 
It has to correspond with 
that. The stained glass 
windows helped dictate the 
style, too. But I think 
there’s a way to do it where 
there’s a fusion of the old 
and the new.”

Payovich says he had his 
“Michelangelo moment” 
painting a scene of angels 
directly on the wall 
surrounding another tile 
piece of Jesus above three 
stained glass windows. He 
created an elaborate mosaic 
of peacocks directly on the 
altar itself and inserted 
sacred heart imagery in the 
border.

“I wanted to keep it 
warm and ethereal, while 
keeping matching colors 
and matching shades,” he 
says, crediting Sylvia 

Shutts and Mary Dudding 
for doing the wall finishes 
and the border itself, and 
Ned Wollenslegel for the 
woodwork from framing 
his pieces to refinishing the 
pews. “... It was really a 
joint effort to get the 
chapel to the condition it 
is.”

Since the chapel is what’s 
known as a perpetual 
adoration chapel, meaning 
someone is praying there 
every hour day and night, 
Payovich knows that he 
will have a constant 
audience for his work – 
work that he hopes to have 
a chance to do again.

“It’s the kind of work 
that I had been wanting to 
do,” Payovich says. “It’s 
something I hope speaks 
not just to the mind, but to 
the heart.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

PAYOVICH
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BAZAARS
St. Joseph: The Women’s 

Ministry team of St. Joseph 
First United Methodist Church, 
2950 Lakeview Ave., is spon-
soring a Christmas Bazaar, 
with gifts for purchase for per-
sons of all ages, on two con-
secutive Sundays in Fellow-
ship Hall: from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
today with lunch from noon-2 
p.m. (Cost is $5 per person or 
$15 per family.), and from 10 
a.m.-noon Dec. 13. The bazaar 
will feature homemade baked 
goods, candies and jellies; 
ornaments; unique knitted and 
crocheted items; quilted and 

sewn items; gift baskets; jew-
elry; and more. Join us for 
worship at 9 or 11 a.m. to get 
in the spirit of the season and 
then shop to support the mis-
sions in the community and 
the world. 

Berrien Springs: Hinchman 
United Methodist Church, 8154 
Church St., corner of Hinch-
man and Scottdale Roads will 
hold a Christmas cookie walk 
from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday. 
Cookies, candy, baked goods, 
and homemade gifts will be 
available. Proceeds benefit 
mission funds. 

South Haven: The Michigan 
Maritime Museum is proud to 
be collaborating with the 
South Haven Center for the 
Arts for their Mitten Made Art 
& Craft Show, from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Dec. 19, just outside the 
doors of the Museum and 
extending down Black River 
Street. Mitten Made is a one-
day, European-style winter fair 
featuring booths of Michigan-
made arts and crafts and arti-
sanal products. Along with 
crafts, there will be music, 
food, kids’ events and outdoor 
fun and games. The museum 

will have a hot cocoa booth 
outside as part of Mitten Made 
as well as children’s book 
readings, kids’ holiday crafts, 
Ship’s Store deals and more 
inside. The museum is offering 
the child admission rate of $5 
to all, and kids 5 and under are 
free.

News of area bazaars and arts and 
crafts shows will be published Sun-
days in The Herald-Palladium. Non-
profit groups that would like to be 
included should send a news release 
at least two weeks in advance of the 
event to Focus, The Herald-Palladium, 
P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 49085, or 
email focus@TheHP.com.

By EUGENIA LAST

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
Take a progressive approach 

to whatever you do, but be dis-
ciplined and keep past experi-
ence in mind to ensure that you 
are reasonable and stay within 
your financial means. Heading 
into the future with a practical 
objective will help you avoid 
mishaps personally and profes-
sionally. Learn from past mis-
takes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) Taking on too much or 
boasting about what you can do 
will result in added pressure and 
stress. Think before you speak, 
and listen to others’ advice.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) Manage your time and bal-
ance your life to work harmoni-
ously with your goals as well as 
with the needs of those you love. 
Don’t let anger lead to mis-
haps.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
Listen and learn. The informa-
tion you gain will end up helping 
you in a time of need. High ener-
gy will kick in. Take advantage 
of it and get some things done.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
An unreasonable point of view 
will get you in trouble. Someone 
will be eager to make you look 
bad. Stick to what you know. 
Don’t pretend to have something 
you don’t.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Take control and use your ener-
gy wisely. Too much free time 
will make you anxious and emo-
tionally unpredictable. Strive to 
get things done and to keep 
busy. Choose peace over battle.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Opportunities to meet new peo-
ple are present. Keep an open 
mind in order to find out valu-
able information. Be sure to 
include the people you love in 
any event or activity you attend.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Minor mishaps are apparent if 
you aren’t careful. Choose your 
words wisely and your actions 
carefully. Not everyone will 
agree with your tactics. Stick to 
the truth.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Don’t let moodiness dominate 
your day. It takes effort to please 
others, but it’s necessary if you 
want others to please you. Don’t 
jump to conclusions. Project a 
happy, amiable attitude.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) You 
can chat your way in or out of 
anything. Your insightful 
approach to life will put you in 
the spotlight, giving you the per-
fect opportunity to present and 
promote.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Don’t take on too much or lose 
sight of practical matters. Take 
one step at a time, adding detail 
and accuracy to everything you 
do or say.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) An 
emotional situation will fester if 
you don’t deal with it openly and 
honestly. Don’t waste time minc-
ing words when you should be 
presenting the facts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
You’ll be offered help or some-
thing unexpected from an 
unusual source. Don’t question 
what’s being offered, but do find 
out what’s expected in return. A 
celebration is in order.


