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SPORTS Pistons, Wings 
both win
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Charles Rex Arbogast / AP

Chicago Bears general manager Ryan Pace, right, and coach 
John Fox, left, addresses reporters during a news conference 
at Halas Hall on Monday.

Bears like 
‘positive vibes’

By ANDREW SELIGMAN
AP Sports Writer

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — 
Chicago Bears general 
manager Ryan Pace is well 
aware he has a long to-do 
list this offseason. He also 
senses the positive vibes.

He believes the Bears are 
headed in the right direc-
tion despite fi nishing last 
in the NFC North at 6-10 
and missing the playoffs 
for the eighth time in nine 
years.

“The record’s frustrat-
ing, the close losses are 
frustrating,” Pace said 
Monday, a day after a sea-
son-ending loss to Detroit. 
“Those kind of give you 
some sleepless nights. But 
then when I think bigger 
picture, I am excited with 
what we’ve got going 
here.”

The Bears made a sur-
prising jump into playoff 

contention in their fi rst 
season under Pace and 
coach John Fox before 
dropping four of their fi -
nal fi ve games. Even 
though they fi nished with 
just one more win than in 
2014, they at least looked 
like they were building to-
ward something after com-
ing apart the previous sea-
son.

Question is: Where do 
they go from here?

Pace acknowledged the 
need to add play-makers 
to a team with holes on of-
fense and defense. He said 
the Bears have a “healthy 
salary cap” and the fl exi-
bility to make moves. But 
about one-third of the ros-
ter also has expiring con-
tracts. Topping that list are 
two-time Pro Bowl run-
ning back Matt Forte and 
No. 1 receiver Alshon Jef-
fery. 

Offensive and defensive 
coordinators Adam Gase 
and Vic Fangio could be in 
the mix for head-coaching 
jobs, with Fox saying three 

Pace, Fox sum up 
first season under 
their watch

Bears rebuild to take 
more than a season

Year 1 of the rebuild of 
the Chicago Bears is 

complete.
The team fi nished an 

up-and-down 6-10 
campaign Sunday with a 
24-20 loss to the Detroit 
Lions.

Roster turnover has 
been heavy, as nearly 30 
players on the team’s 
53-man roster are new 
players.

Many of these guys now 
on the roster are just 
one-year players, which 
ensures more turnover as 
the team turns to offsea-
son activities.

On Monday, Bears Gen-
eral Manager Ryan Pace 
indicated he wasn’t too 
interested in making a 
big-time free agency 
signing, saying instead he 
hoped to sign several 
players.

Pace also doubled down 

on his draft 
philosophy 
of taking 
what the 
team 
considers 
the “best 
available” 
player with 
each of its 
nine picks 
this spring.

This doesn’t sound like 
a Super Bowl contender in 
2016. It shouldn’t, and at 
least Pace isn’t giving fans 
the usual rah-rah “Super 
Bowl or bust” rhetoric 
that so often is heard from 
NFL teams.

But in this 6-10 season, 
the team re-established its 
credibility from the 
disastrous two-year 
nightmare that was the 
Marc Trestman/Phil 

Charles Rex Arbogast / AP

Detroit Lions coach Jim Caldwell talks during a postgame interview after 
Sunday’s 24-20 victory over the Chicago Bears.

See BEARS, page B3

See MITCHELL, page B2

Caldwell awaits his fate as Lions’ coach
By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — Jim 
Caldwell was cool and confi dent 
as he defl ected questions about 
his future.

Even though the Detroit Lions 
left their coach in limbo Monday, 
a day after they won at Chicago 
to fi nish 7-9 in his second season 
in Detroit, Caldwell insisted he 
was conducting business as usu-
al.

“We are still working,” he said. 
“Still under contract.”

The Lions have been searching 
for a new general manager since 

fi ring Martin Mayhew midway 
through the season, and will be-
gin interviewing candidates this 
week. They plan to let the new 
GM decide whether Caldwell 
stays or goes.

If Detroit decides to fi re 
Caldwell, he will be on a short list 
of relatively successful coaches to 
lose their jobs after two seasons.

Caldwell has led the Lions to 
an 18-14 record and one playoff 
appearance. 

Just eight coaches — only one 
in more than half-century — lost 
their job in the league with a win-
ning record in the regular season 
over two years with at least one 

postseason appearance, accord-
ing to STATS. The last one was 
Chan Gailey, who was fi red by 
the Dallas Cowboys after the 
1999 season.

Lions safety Glover Quin said 
players did as much as they could 
to make a case for the franchise to 
keep Caldwell by winning six of 
the last eight games after a 1-7 
start.

“He’s a great, great man,” Quin 
said after cleaning out his locker. 
“Great leader. Great coach. He 
holds players accountable and I 
think he has everyone’s support in 

Jason 
Mitchell

Tuesday’s Topics

See CALDWELL, page B3

Ron DeKett / HP correspondent

Lake Michigan College guard Michael Bush (11) tries to cut for the basket against Ancilla College’s Anderson McCoy during Mon-
day’s game.

JUNIOR COLLEGE BASKETBALL

An overtime pair

By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
There was drama at Lake 
Michigan College Monday 
night as both the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
went into overtime against 
Ancilla college.

B o t h 
came out 
victorious, 
with the 
men win-
ning 72-67 
and the 
women pull-
ing away 
107-99.

In the 
men’s game, 
it was the 

Michael Bush show in over-
time. Bush scored 10 of the 
Red Hawks’ 16 points in the 
extra period, including a 
3-pointer with LMC trail-
ing 65-64 with under a min-
ute to play.

“I don’t want to sound 
too arrogant but I’ve taken 
that shot 100 times and I 
didn’t shoot it to miss it,” 
Bush said. “I knew it was 
going in.”

Until overtime, Bush 
had not scored at all in the Ron DeKett / HP correspondent

Lake Michigan College’s Kelsee Kinder shoots the ball during Monday’s game against Ancilla 
College.

LMC basketball 
teams both need 
extra time to sweep 
Ancilla College

LMC men

72
Ancilla

67

LMC women

107
Ancilla

99

See RED HAWKS, page B2
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Rose’s leg injury not 
serious for Bulls

CHICAGO (AP) — The 
Chicago Bulls say an MRI 
shows no structural dam-
age to the right leg of star 
point guard Derrick Rose.

Rose is a game-time de-
cision for Tuesday’s match-
up with the Milwaukee 
Bucks after sitting out the 
past three games because 
of a hamstring problem. 
He had the MRI on Mon-
day to rule out any issues 
with his right knee, which 
he has had surgery on 
twice to repair his menis-
cus. 

The Bulls have won four 
in a row and are second in 
the Central Division at 20-
12. 

Source: Pagano to 
stay on with Colts

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— A personal with knowl-
edge of the contract told 
The Associated Press on 
Monday night the India-
napolis Colts have given 
coach Chuck Pagano a 
contract extension.

The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because the team has not 
officially announced the 
extension. 

No contract terms were 
available.

Pagano led the Colts to 
the playoffs in his first 
three seasons in charge, 
advancing one step further 
each year, losing in the 
2014 AFC championship 
game. But plagued by inju-
ries, including to star quar-
terback Andrew Luck, In-
dianapolis went 8-8 this 
season as Houston won 
the AFC South.

The 55-year-old coach’s 
job appeared to be in jeop-
ardy, but he and team 
owner Jim Irsay spent 
most of Monday meeting, 
and the deal was reached 
in the evening.

Coughlin resigns       
as Giants coach

EAST RUTHER-
FORD, N.J. (AP) — With 
the New York Giants fac-
ing a difficult decision on 
his coaching future after 
four straight years out of 
the playoffs, Tom Cough-

lin walked away gracefully, 
doing what was best for 
him.

The Giants gave him 12 
years to run one of the 
NFL’s flagship organiza-
tions. 

He delivered two Super 
Bowls and restored the 
franchise to the league’s 
elite for a while.

It was mutually benefi-
cial, and so was the depar-
ture Monday when the 
69-year-old Coughlin re-
signed rather than force 
co-owners John Mara and 
Steve Tisch to fire him.

The Giants announced 
the decision one day after 
the Giants (6-10) capped 
their third straight losing 
season with a 35-30 defeat 
against Philadelphia, their 
third in a row and sixth in 
seven games.

“I met with (owners) 
John Mara and Steve Tisch 
this afternoon, and I in-
formed them that it is in 
the best interest of the or-
ganization that I step down 
as head coach,” Coughlin 
said in a statement. “I 
strongly believe the time is 
right for me and my family, 
and ...  the Giants organi-
zation.”

49ers’ Kaepernick has 
torn thumb ligament

SANTA CLARA, Calif. 
(AP) — San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick has a torn lig-
ament in the thumb on his 
throwing hand and surgery 
has been recommended. 
That could happen as soon 
as this week once he re-
ceives a second opinion on 
the injury.

He also will have his sur-
gically repaired left shoul-
der checked during a visit 
to the Steadman Clinic in 
Vail, Colorado. Kaeper-
nick, who was demoted in 
November after his strug-
gles, said “continued pain” 
in the thumb caused con-
cern but he didn’t know 
the extent of the injury un-
til undergoing an MRI 
exam last week. 

Kaepernick said he in-
jured the thumb in a home 
loss to Seattle on Oct. 22.

“It’s been recommended 
surgery and get confirma-
tion on whether I’ll need 
surgery or not,” he said. 

IN BRIEF

Television today

7:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Minnesota at Penn 
State. (Live)

NHL Hockey Chicago 
Blackhawks at Pittsburgh Pen-
guins. (Live) 

College Basketball 
Wisconsin at Indiana. (Live)

College Basketball 
Marquette at Providence. (Live) 

7:30 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Montreal Canadiens at 
Philadelphia Flyers. (Live) 

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Oklahoma State at 
Baylor. (Live)

College Basket-
ball Butler at DePaul. (Live)

9:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Nebraska at Iowa.  
(Live)

College Basketball 
Kentucky at LSU. (Live)

College Basketball 
Georgetown at Creighton. (Live) 

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Rutgers at Mary-
land. (Live)

NBA Basketball New 
York Knicks at Miami Heat. (Live)

College Basketball 
Florida at Tennessee (Live)

College Basketball 
Seton Hall at Villanova. (Live) 

7:30 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Detroit Pistons at 
Boston Celtics. (Live)

8:00 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Pittsburgh Penguins at 
Chicago Blackhawks. (Live) 

9:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Ohio State at 
Northwestern. (Live)

College Basketball 
Belmont at Southern Illinois-
Edwardsville. (Live)

College Basketball 
California at Oregon. (Live) 

College Basketball 
Xavier at St. John’s. (Live) 

9:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Memphis Grizzlies at 
Oklahoma City Thunder. (Live)

3:00 a.m. European 
PGA Tour Golf BMW South 
African Open, First Round. (Live) 

Radio today

7:30 p.m.
High school basketball — Wa-
tervliet at South Haven (WCSY-
FM, 103.7)

High school basketball  — 
Buchanan girls at Michigan Lu-
theran (WSJM-AM, 1400)

8 p.m.
NHL — Blackhawks at Penguins 
(WGN-AM, 720)

NBA — Bucks at Bulls (WMVP-
AM, 1000)

Wednesday

5:30 p.m.
College basketball — Jackson 
at Lake Michigan College, dou-
bleheader (WSJM-AM, 1400)

8 p.m.
NHL — Penguins at Blackhawks 
(WGN-AM 720)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheHP.com

Sports staff

Jason Mitchell
Sports Editor 
jmitchell@TheHP.com
429-1294

Ben Sanders
Sports Writer
bsanders@TheHP.com
932-0366

Sean Hammond
Sports Writer
shammond@TheHP.com
932-0371

Emery era.
Players want to come to 

Chicago to play, so 
attracting players won’t be 
an issue.

Much like last year, 
nearly every position on 
the field is in need of 
upgrade. 

Four of Pace’s six draft 
picks last year started at 
one time or another this 
season, which bodes well.

Questions surround the 
team’s 2015 first-round 
draft pick Kevin White, 
who missed the entire 
season due to a stress 
fracture in his leg.

Here’s hoping he’s not a 
bust.

The only way this team is 
going to be an annual 
contender for the playoffs 
– like the Green Bay 
Packers, for example – is 
putting together several 
solid drafts in a row.

That’s a lot to ask for in 
Chicago, which has 
watched its Bears have at 
best mixed results when it 
comes down to drafting 
players.

But Pace jettisoned most 
of the scouting department 
from the former regime – 

which had retained much 
of the department from the 
Lovie Smith/Jerry Angelo 
run of the 2000s.

This mess took years to 
create. It’s going to take at 
least another year or two 
to fix.

Who’s coming back?
Chances are decent that 

we’ve seen the last of Bears 
running back Matt Forte.

Forte, who is approach-
ing his 30th birthday, is 
ancient by running back 
standards, and was being a 
bit whiny during the 
season about not being 
offered a contract exten-
sion.

If  one thing is sure, the 
current regime isn’t very 
sentimental toward its 
aging stars. 
But given the lack of 
playmakers on offense, it 
makes sense to bring Forte 
back if  both sides can 
agree on a decent contract.

Everyone’s favorite 
quarterback, the polariz-
ing Jay Cutler, will most 
likely return under center.

Cutler had arguably his 
best season as a Bear, 
posting his highest quar-
terback rating of his career 
at 92.3. 

He had 21 touchdowns 
and 11 interceptions this 

season, with three INTs 
coming in the Sunday loss 
to Detroit.

Cutler haters still want 
him gone, but can’t seem to 
come up with a suitable 
replacement.

Expect Alshon Jeffery to 
receive the dreaded 
franchise tag. The talented 
receiver missed seven 
games due to injury, and 
only had 54 receptions for 
807 yards.

The tag would be 
roughly $13 million in 
guaranteed money for 
Jeffery, considerably more 
than he’s getting on his 
current rookie deal of just 
under $1 million.

What about the Lions?
Later this week, HP 

sports writer Ben Sanders 
will be sharing his thoughts 
on the Lions’ 2015 cam-
paign.

Undoubtedly he was 
thrilled with the Lions’ win 
over the Bears on Sunday 
(the third straight season 
sweep for the Lions).

But that win came at a 
price of five draft picks. 
Both teams entered the 
game with 6-9 records. 
Therefore, the Bears will 
pick 11th in the first round, 
and the Lions will pick 
15th.

King of Michigan

Michigan State football 
coach Mark Dantonio 
again gets my annual King 
of Michigan award for 
being the top coach in 
Michigan.

Dantonio beat out fellow 
Spartan Tom Izzo, the 
MSU men’s basketball 
coach, and Michigan 
football coach Jim Har-
baugh.

It’s hard to beat out Izzo, 
who guided the Spartans to 
another Final Four berth 
last spring and got the 
team off to a 13-0 start to 
begin the 2015-16 cam-
paign.

Harbaugh was the toast 
of the state this past year, 
resurrecting U-M from the 
embarrassment of the 
Brady Hoke era.

But Dantonio won a Big 
Ten title, and the other two 
didn’t. That gave him the 
edge.

Dantonio and Izzo had 
disappointing ends to their 
seasons – Izzo’s bunch was 
blown out by Duke and 
Dantonio’s squad was shut 
out 38-0 on New Year’s eve 
by Alabama.

Jason Mitchell is Sports Editor for 
The Herald-Palladium. Write to him at 
jmitchell@TheHP.com. Follow him on 
Twitter @HPJasonMitchell.

MITCHELL
From page B1

Ron DeKett / HP correspondent

Lake Michigan College center Dennee Brown, center, drives for a score between Ancilla’s Jasmine Love, left, and Khadijah Moore 
during Monday’s game.

second half.
“The start of overtime I 

felt like our leading scorers 
hadn’t gotten going yet,” 
said Bush. “So instead of 
bypassing some of the shots 
that I did in the second half, 
I just went ahead and took 
them.”

Bush finished the game 
with a team high 18 points 
as well as six assists.

“For Mike to hit that and 
3 and answer when, if  we 
don’t score and they do we 
would have been in really 
bad shape, so that was just a 
clutch shot,” said LMC 
coach Doug Schaffer. “You 
like to have guys who are no 
afraid to take those shots. 
He’s proving that not only 
does he want to take those 
shots but he’s very capable 
of making them.”

After Bush’s shot, the 
Red Hawks (1-0 MCCAA 
West, 11-3 overall) kept the 
pressure up, forcing Ancilla 
into making just one of it’s 
final six shots.

The game had gone back 

and forth for the first 35 
minutes, with neither team 
leading by more than six 
points.

“It may just be crunch 
time,” Schaffer said. “The 
stakes of a league game are 
so high that the pressure 
builds and when pressure 
builds your energy and 
emotions follow suit.”

Mitch Meyer then hit two 
of his four 3’s on the night 
to push the LMC lead out 
to 56-49 before the Char-
gers scored the final seven 
points in regulation and 
forced the extra time.

Arsenio Arrington also 
had a good night for LMC, 
getting a double-double 
with 10 points and 10 re-
bounds.

In the girls game, Kelsee 
Kinder and Dennee Brown 
each had five points during 
a Red Hawks 10-0 run in 
overtime to take the lead 
permanently at 105-97 and 
close out a tough game.

“It came down to getting 
some stops,” said LMC 
coach Jason Cooper. “We 
switched to a 1-2-2 zone on 
defense. Offensively, the 
girls were just very resilient. 

We stopped relying on the 
outside shot and got to the 
free throw line.”

It looked like LMC (1-0, 
11-2) would lose by double 
digits as the fourth quarter 
began with the Chargers 
leading 82-72, but a furious 
16-0 run, led by Tammy Lee 
with nine of her 16 points, 
gave the Red Hawks an 88-
87 lead.

“We had some key play-
ers that really sacrificed for 
us,” “It wasn’t about scor-
ing, we didn’t have trouble 
with that, it was about get-
ting stops on defense. Then 
Tammy hit that fast-break 3 
at the top of the key and 
you need confidence to do 
that.”

Hailey Maas also had a 
big night for LMC, leading 
the team with 29 points, 12 
rebounds and seven assists.

Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams were coming off  
of lengthy breaks.

“Coming back off that 
long break was very tough 
to see what your team’s 
done in practice,” coach 
Cooper said. “You come 
back and it’s a different 
gear.”

Men

LMC 72, ANCILLA 67 (OT)

ANCILLA (67)
Travon Brackett 6 1-3 13, Don’Tayon Young 
3 0-2 6, Anderson McCoy 3 1-2 8, Andrew 
Jones 9 0-1 20, Dylan Phair 0 1-1 1, Daniel 
Miller 1 0-0 2, Everett Norman 3 0-0 6, 
Andrenous Powell 4 3-3 11. Totals: 29 6-12 
67
LMC (72)
Arsenio Arrington 3 4-8 10, Darrell Ivy 1 2-2 
4, Cody Ley 2 1-1 5, Terry Davis 1 3-4 5, 
Michael Bush 3 9-11 18, A.J. Gibson 1 0-0 
2, Mitch Meyer 4 0-0 12, Malik Hall 2 0-0 4, 
Jason Walter 0 0-1 0, Ja’Mare Washington 6 
0-0 12. Totals: 23 19-27 72
Halftime score — 27-26 Ancilla. 3-point 
goals — Ancilla 3 (Jones 2, McCoy), LMC 7 
(Meyer 4, Bush 3). Total fouls — Ancilla 24, 
LMC 15. Technical fouls — none. Fouled out 
— McCoy (A), Norman (A) Ley (L). Rebounds 
— Ancilla 34 (Brackett 7), LMC 48 (Arrington 
11, Davis 10). Assists — Ancilla 8 (Brackett 
2, Powell 2), LMC 8 (Bush 6).

Women

LMC 107, ANCILLA 99 (OT)

ANCILLA (99)
Michelle Detwiler 0 2-2 2, Bianac Osas-
Maswell 11 0-2 22, Khadijah Moore 14 2-3 
31, Ashley Quezaire 5 0-0 13, Teshiylia Peters 
5 0-0 14, Mirand Shepherd 1 0-0 2, Alexis 
Miller 1 0-0 2, Jasmine Love 6 0-0 16. Totals: 
42 4-7 99
LMC (107)
Rylee Thompson 1 4-4 6, Kelsee Kinder 9 4-6 
22, Hailey Maas 6 15-18 29, Dennee Brown 
7 3-7 18, Shawnee Dame 1 2-4 4, Tammy 
lee 7 0-0 16, Alyson Yingling 1 2-2 4, Christy 
Gonzalez 4 0-1 8. Totals: 36 30-42 107
Ancilla 26 28 28 13 4 — 99
LMC 26 31 14 24 12 — 107
3-point goals — Ancilla 11 (Love 4, Peters 
4, Quezaire 2, Moore), LMC 5 (Maas 2, Lee 
2, Brown). Total fouls — Ancilla 32, LMC 12. 
Technical fouls — none. Fouled out — Moore 
(A), Peters (A). Rebounds — Ancilla 42 (Osas-
Maswell 12, Moore 11), LMC 61 (Maas 12, 
Gonzales 10). Assists — Ancilla 20 (Love 6, 
Osas-Maxwell 4), LMC 19 (Maas 7, Lee 5).

RED HAWKS
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Swinney confident star DE Lawson will play vs. Alabama
CLEMSON,  S.C. (AP) 

— Clemson coach Dabo 
Swinney says he is “very 
optimistic” All-American 
Shaq Lawson will play in 
the national title game 
against Alabama after the 
defensive end missed most 
of the Tigers’ semifinal vic-
tory with a knee injury.

Lawson leads the Tigers 
(14-0) with 10 1/2 sacks and 
is tops in the country with 
23 1/2 tackles for loss. The 
junior sprained his left knee 
in the first quarter of Clem-
son’s 37-17 victory against 
Oklahoma on Thursday 

and hardly played the rest 
of the game.

The top-ranked Tigers 

(14-0) face No. 2 Alabama 
(13-1) on Monday.

Lawson was set to prac-

tice Swinney said, and has 
already gone through work-
outs with the team.

ColomaCLOSSON’S Auto Community Specials

SPECIAL OFFER FOR COLOMA RESIDENTS
10% OFF LABOR OR 50% OFF OIL CHANGE

10% OFF
LABOR

some exclusions may apply
expires 1/19/16

50%OFF
OIL CHANGE

some exclusions may apply
expires 1/19/16

32 years Serving the Community
1860 Pipestone Rd, Benton Harbor, MI

269-925-8321
“Located inside the Orchard Mall” (In the old Sears)

Costs may vary for some makes & models


