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OUR TOWN
Got news for ‘Our Town’?

Do you have some news about your hometown that you would like to see in 
the paper? Send it to “Our Town” in care of Features Editor Andy Steinke at The 
Herald-Palladium, P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 49085; deliver it to 3450 Hollywood 
Road; fax it to The HP at 429-4398; or send email to focus@TheHP.com. Timely 
news about upcoming events should be received two weeks prior to the events.

High schoolers compete in chili cook-off
BENTON TOWNSHIP 

— A spicy aroma fi lled the 
Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center earlier this 
month as 124 high school 
students from around the 
region competed in the col-
lege’s seventh annual High 
School Hospitality and Cu-
linary Chili Cook-Off.

Five teams participated 
from St. Joseph High 

School, River Valley High 
School, KRESA Culinary 
Arts, Benton Harbor High 
School and Branch Area 
Careers Center.

They used portable bu-
tane burners to prepare their 
best original chili and corn-
bread recipes from scratch.

Taking fi rst prize was “Le 
Chats Brule,” the team from 
Kalamazoo Regional Edu-

cation Service Agency 
(KRESA) Culinary Arts.

KRESA Culinary Arts 
Instructor Kharen Shelton 
said she has been bringing 
students to the event for fi ve 
or six years.

“This is an event we love 
to come to, and every year 
we have a great time,” she 
said. “I’m always proud of 
them because they always 

take their game to the next 
level and really want to dem-
onstrate everything we’ve 
been working on in class.”

“It’s good practice for the 
real world – with the time 
crunch that you have to 
complete the dish,” said 
team member Kylie Kalle-
ward, a student at Vicksburg 
High School.

The dishes were judged by 

a panel of local industry 
professionals, including Lori 
Ham, chef at Lake Michi-
gan Hills Country Club; 
Randy Herzog, executive 
chef at Plank’s Tavern on 
the Water; and Brent Curtis 
from the Senior PGA.

LMC created the event to 
give high school students a 
taste of what a hospitality 
career might entail.

The other four teams fi n-
ished:

■ 2nd – Tordue, from 
Branch Area Careers Cen-
ter

■ 3rd – K.A.S.A., KRE-
SA Culinary Arts

■ 4th – River Valley 
Chili, River Valley High 
School

■ 5th – The Frosted Chil-
ies, St. Joseph High School

IN BRIEF
Applications due soon 
for ASCEND Program

The Benton Harbor/St. 
Joseph Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority is 
accepting applications for 
the ASCEND Program. 
The application deadline is 
Wednesday.

The program, which is 
open to high school stu-
dents, begins in January 
and ends in June. It meets 
one Saturday of the month 
for three hours.

ASCEND focuses on 
achievement, self-aware-
ness, communication, en-
gagement, networking and 
developmental skills.

For more information, or 
for an application, email 
ascend.ljr@gmail.com.

Indigan Storyteller 
hosts 2 workshops

Indigan Storyteller will 
host a pair of storytelling 
workshops in January.

From 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Jan. 17, the organization 
will have a workshop at 
Nido Bianco, 16860 Three 
Oaks Road, Three Oaks.

Anyone who has a story 
they want to write and pos-
sibly perform is welcome to 
attend. Cost for the work-
shop is $35.

The workshop will be led 
by Mary Dean Cason, 
Gregg Fraley, Cynthia 
Smith and Roger Batton – 
all experienced writers and 
storytellers.

To register, send a check 
or money order to Indigan 
Storyteller, c/o Roger Bat-
ton, P.O. Box 333, Three 
Oaks, MI 49128.

For more information, 
visit www.indiganstorytell-
er.org or contact Gregg 
Fraley at gregg@gregg
fraley.com

From 1-5 p.m. Jan. 16, 
Indigan Storyteller will 
host a workshop for chil-
dren ages 11-16 at the New 
Buffalo Township Public 
Library, 33 N. Thompson 
St.

Children will write a true 
story with the goal of per-
forming the story at the end 
of the workshop.

Indigan Storyteller Exec-
utive Producer Roger Bat-
ton will be assisted by his 
daughter Ayla Batton and 
Sydney Moore.

Cost for the workshop is 
$25, but most students will 
qualify for a scholarship. 
Sign up for the workshop 
through the library.

Beckwith troupe 
holding auditions

DOWAGIAC — The 
Beckwith Theatre improv 
troupe is hold its fi rst open 
audition/rehearsal of 2016 
from 7-9 p.m. Jan. 5 at the 
theater, 100 New York Ave.

For more information, or 
to confi rm that you will be 
attending, contact Ryan 
Murray at safariguy@
yahoo.com.

High school credit 
available for dance

STEVENSVILLE — 
Registration for the 2016-
17 school year is about to 
begin for Berrien County 
Dancers, a county-wide 
program in which students 
can earn high school credit 
for taking dance classes.

Beginning, intermediate 
and advanced dance classes 

See BRIEFS, page A6

Photo provided

Lakeshore Middle School’s FIRST Tech Challenge robotics team earned fourth place out of 32 teams at a regional qualifier 
Dec. 12. Here, the Lancernators are pictured with their robot, in front, from left, Patrick Cahill, Mehul Kedia and Eric Schuh 
Jr.; second row, Jeremy Lane, Brode Hazur, Maxwell Li and Carlos Ramirez; third row, coach Eric Schuh Sr., Aaron Stoll, 
Brandyn Gifford, Marshall Rescoe, Joseph Kara and Coach Michael Brow. Team members not pictured are Carter Hohman 
and Eamon Conner. 

LAKESHORE ROBOTICS Entry forms 
available for 
scholarship 
programs

Entry forms now are 
available for 2016 Mrs. 
Southwest Michigan, 2016 
Southwest Michigan’s Pre-
Teen and 2016 Southwest 
Michigan’s Princess.

The Southwest Michigan 
Scholarship Program focus-
es on teaching the young 
people in the area about 
leadership, community ser-
vice, respect and honor. All 
scholarships are given to 
the young people in the 
greater Southwest Michi-
gan area.

The Princess Program is 
open to girls between 6 and 
9 years old (by pageant 
date). There are three phas-
es of competition with the 
Princess Program: inter-
view, formal wear and on-
stage question.

The Pre-Teen Program is 
for girls 10-12. There are 
four phases of competition: 
interview, formal wear, ac-
tive wear and on-stage ques-
tion.

The Mrs. Program is open 
to married women 24-60. 
There are four phases of 
competition: interview, for-
mal wear, active wear and 
on-stage question.

The 2016 Mrs. Southwest 
Michigan Scholarship Pro-
gram, Southwest Michi-
gan’s Pre-Teen Scholarship 
Program, Southwest Michi-
gan’s Princess Scholarship 
Program will be at 6 p.m. 
April 30 in the Bridgman 
High School Auditorium. 

More than $3,000 will be 
awarded in scholarships 
and gifts.

For an entry form, visit 
www.misssouthwestmichi
gan.org.

For questions, call 428-
4999.

The application deadline 
is Feb. 6.

Students at Christ 
Lutheran School in 
Stevensville pack 
boxes with food 
last month for the 
annual Stuff a Truck 
program. The 
60-student school 
filled 67 boxes this 
year.
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STUDENTS HELP 
STUFF A TRUCK

Deadline is Feb. 6 
for Mrs. Southwest 
Michigan, Pre-Teen 
and Princess contests

LIBRARIES
Benton Harbor

The library will be closed 
for the Christmas holiday 
through Sunday. Normal 
hours will resume Monday. 
The library will be closed 
for the New Year’s holiday 
Thursday to Jan. 2. Nor-
mal hours will resume Jan. 
4.

On Mondays through 
Wednesdays during the 
winter break, Activity Af-
ternoons will be at the li-
brary. From noon-2:30 
p.m., children through age 
12 can visit the library for 
crafts, melty beads, games 
and movies. Teens can at-
tend from 2:30-5 p.m.

ABCs & Me Story Time 
will resume Jan. 4.

Berrien Springs
During the upcoming 

holidays, the library will be 
closed today and Saturday, 
and Thursday to Jan. 1. 
The library will be open 
during regular hours all 
other days.

Chips and a Chapter is at 
4 p.m. Mondays during the 
school year.

Preschool Story Time is 
at 11 a.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

The Lego Club will meet 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Mon-
day in the Community 
Room. The club is open to 
any school-aged child.

The Children’s and Teens 
departments are teaming 
up for a Star Wars celebra-
tion from 3-4:30 p.m. Tues-
day. Celebrate with games, 
crafts and more. Feel free 
to dress in character, there 
will be a costume contest.

During winter, when Ber-
rien Springs Public Schools 
are closed due to inclement 
weather, the library also 
will be closed.

Bridgman
The library will be closed 

today for the holiday.
Register for early literacy 

programs from Jan. 4 to 
March 15 for children 
through 5 years old.

Baby & Me is at 10:45 
a.m. Mondays.

Knit N Yarn group meets 
at 1 p.m. Mondays and 
Thursdays, and 6 p.m. the 
third Tuesday.

Toddler & Me is at 9:30 
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Tues-
days.

Story Hour is at 10:30 
a.m. Tuesdays.

One-on-one tech session 
with Ted are 2-4 p.m. 
Thursdays. Appointments 
are 30 minutes.

The library will close at 5 
p.m. Thursday – the last 
day for Food for Fines. It 
will be closed Jan. 1 and 
will reopen for regular 
hours Jan. 2.

A TED Talk discussion 
will be from 2-3 p.m. Jan. 5. 
The library will be showing 
previously recorded talks. 
The topic will be “Do 
schools kill creativity?”

A photo editing session 
will meet from 6-7 p.m. Jan. 
6 in the community room. 
Learn how to edit photos 
through picmonkey.com.

Mad Hatter Tea Party 
will be from 1-2 p.m. Jan. 9. 
Children are encouraged to 
dress in costume.

Buchanan
The library will be closed 

today. The library will close 
at 2 p.m. Thursday and re-

main closed Jan. 1.
Story time will resume 

Jan. 12. Jack Knight Café 
will resume Jan. 13.

Geeky Bits Club will con-
tinue next year. Space is 
limited for students in 
grades 3-8.

Book club will meet Jan. 
6 to discuss “God Help the 
Child” by Toni Morrison.

Download three free 
songs per week from Free-
gal through the library’s 
website. You must have a 
Buchanan District Library 
card to receive free music.

Call or stop by the library 
to make an appointment 
with Pamela or Laura for 
personal training on a Kin-
dle, iPod, NOOK or iP-
hone. Learn how to check-
out e-books and 
audiobooks and learn how 
to download music.

Coloma
The library will be closed 

today and Saturday and 
will reopen Monday. It will 
be closed again Thursday 
to Jan. 2 and will reopen 
Jan. 4.

The Book Club will meet 

at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 7 to dis-
cuss “The Girl You Left 
Behind” by JoJo Moyes.

Dowagiac
Drop-In Crafting is at 6 

p.m. Tuesdays.
Story times are 10:30 

a.m. Tuesdays and Fridays.
After School Game Day 

is at 3:30 p.m. Thursdays.

Eau Claire
The library will be closed 

today and Saturday, and 
again Thursday and Jan. 
1-2 for the holidays.

Items may be renewed 
online at www.eauclaire.
michlibrary.org. You will 
need to know your library 
card number. Your phone 
number with area code is 
the password to log in to 
renew items.

WiFi will be available 
while the library is closed.

“I read a latte,” the li-
brary’s adult winter reading 
program, will begin Jan. 4.

Teens will be having a 
New Year’s Eve Eve Party 
at 9 p.m. Wednesday. For 

See LIBRARIES, page A6


