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LOCAL & STATE
Fighting off foreclosure

NILES — Berrien Coun-
ty Treasurer Bret Witkows-
ki wants to help property 
owners fi ght the epidemic 
of looming foreclosures il-
lustrated in the latest list of 
tax delinquencies.

He will be at the Niles Li-
brary, 620 E. Main St., Sat-
urday from 10:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

to discuss payment plan 
options with property own-
ers.

No place in Berrien is im-
mune from the spreading 
foreclosure menace, the 
treasurer warned.

“For lack of a better 
word, it continues to be 
equal opportunity,” Wit-
kowski said of the back tax-
es owed across the county 
for houses, industrial prop-

erty, mobile home  parks, 
even restaurants and other 
businesses.

There are almost 1,400 
properties behind on taxes 
on the list published by the 
treasurer’s offi ce Jan. 15. 
That’s a 12 percent increase 
from last year. The amounts 
owed range from as little as 
$11 to more than $100,000.

Ten years ago, 90 percent 
of the delinquent proper-
ties were in the Benton 
Harbor-Benton Township 
area, Witkowski said. Now 
just about all communities 
are represented.

Coloma Township has 26 
properties on the list, and 
Buchanan has 48. Lincoln 
Township and St. Joseph 
each have 21.

“That’s a neighborhood,” 
Witkowski said. “It’s very 
hard on communities to have 
that many foreclosures.”

The deadline for mak-
ing payments on 2013 tax-
es is March 31. Properties 
that are three or more 
years behind on taxes are 
foreclosed and become 
available for sale at the 
county’s annual land auc-
tions.

Last year 320 properties 
were on the block, a re-
cord number that could be 
dwarfed in 2016. Wit-
kowski said as many as 
500 properties could be on 
the foreclosure list this 
year. Witkowski’s offi ce 
has 544 properties that are 
two years behind on pay-
ments, and 160 that are 
three years behind.

The session at the Niles 
library is the fi rst one Wit-
kowski has held with the 
specifi c purpose of  assist-
ing people to avoid fore-
closure. He has sent letters 

to all 166 property own-
ers in Niles and Niles 
Township who are delin-
quent on 2014 and/or 
2013 taxes, informing 
them that they can meet 
with him without having 
to drive to his St. Joseph 
offi ce.

If it is successful, he ex-
pects to hold similar ses-
sions at other locations.

The key to avoiding fore-
closure is to get on a pay-
ment plan that is going to 
get you caught up, and stick 
to it, and not just make 
piecemeal payments, the 
treasurer said. Payments 
under such plans are due on 
the 15th of the month.

For information on tax 
payment plans, contact 
Witkowski at 983-7111, 
Ext. 8569.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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Paul Bentley, an inside sales representative with Biddergy.com, organizes items to be sold from the Ideal Place Restaurant 
in downtown Benton Harbor on Wednesday. All items including, furniture, ovens, hoods, freezers, sinks, furnishings as well 
as the complete maple wood bar will be available for auction online today from 8 a.m-8 p.m. at www.biddergy.com.
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New Watervliet Twp. zoning ordinance 
sets the stage for solar power facility

WATERVLIET — Wa-
tervliet Township now has 
its first new zoning ordi-
nance in 39 years.

The Township Board on 
Monday night voted to 
approve the ordinance, 
several years in the mak-
ing.

Zoning Administrator 
Bob Lohr said most of 
the changes were made to 
reflect new state laws, but 
are not substantive.

There are a couple of 
changes of  public inter-
est, however.

Supervisor Dan 
Hutchins said earlier one 
major change is to allow 
sleeping quarters above 
garages, if  they are built 
to home and fire codes.

Many property owners 

along Paw Paw Lake have 
used garages to house 
overflow guests on holi-
day and special events, 
but they have technically 
been illegal all these years, 
Hutchins said.

There will have to be re-
strooms, fire-rated floors 
and escape exits in those 
garages if  they plan to use 
them for sleeping areas, 
Hutchins said.

The new ordinance con-
tains language related to 
electrical generating facil-
ities, something absent in 
the current ordinance.

Indiana Michigan Pow-
er plans a 35-acre solar 
power generating facility 
at its new electrical sub-
station along  Red Arrow 
Highway in the township. 
There will be an estimated 
50,000 solar panels, I&M 
officials said earlier.

The new zoning ordi-
nance allows electrical 
generating facilities in 
certain zones, with a spe-
cial use permit.

Once the new ordinance 
is in place, Indiana Michi-
gan Power will be able to 
submit a special use per-
mit application. The sub-
station is on the south 
side of  Red Arrow High-
way, east of  Watervliet 
and near County Line 
Road.

Township officials last 
year approved the new 
company electrical sub-
station at the Red Arrow 
site.

Indiana Michigan Pow-
er last year announced 
that the township site was 
one of  five solar power 
generating stations it is 
planning. It’s the only one 
in Southwest Michigan.

The company stated 
the Watervliet Township 
facility will have a 
4.6-megawatt capacity. 
That would generate 
enough electricity to 
power an average of  700 
homes.

Lohr said he has been 
in contact with company 
officials and they plan to 
submit their special use 
permit application prior 
to the Planning Commis-
sion’s next meeting on 
Feb. 2.

The planners would 
set a public hearing on 
the special use permit for 
its March 1 meeting. Fi-
nal approval on the plan-
ners’ recommendation 
would go to the town-
ship board March 21 for 
action, Lohr said.

  Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
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Uzelac, Todman 
honored with 
Diversity Awards

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — “Service” isn’t a 
word that often comes up 
in discussing the late civil 
rights leader Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s legacy.

That’s why Lake Michi-
gan College broke from its 
normal rou-
tine Mon-
day – 
the  federal 
King Day 
holiday – to 
h o n o r 
two  peo-
ple  for their 
c o n t r i b u -
tions to the 
community.

Former Whirlpool 
Corp. executive Michael 
Todman and Benton Har-
bor High School  football 
coach Elliott Uzelac were 
honored during LMC’s 
21st annual breakfast cel-
ebration and awards 
Monday.

Both men received Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Diver-
sity awards, which new 
LMC President Jennifer 
Spielvogel presented, with 
LMC Board Chairwoman 
Mary Jo Tomasini. LMC 
has given out the award 
for 15 years.

“These men have gener-
ously devoted their time 
and talents in the service 
of others,” Spielvogel said 
in the college’s news re-
lease. “We’re proud to 
highlight the remarkable 
impact they’ve made on 
our communities, and 
hope they serve as an in-
spiration to us all to carry 
forth Dr. King’s legacy of 
equity, unity and respect.”

Those values are also 
part of LMC’s mission, as 
well, Spielvogel said Tues-
day night.

“Equity, and inclusive-
ness, and integrity – those 
gentlemen have such in-
tegrity as did Martin Lu-
ther King,” she said.

Todman and Uzelac’s 
readiness to give back to 
their communities made 
them a perfect fi t for this 
year’s theme, which was, 
“What are you doing for 
others?,” Spielvogel said.

“What he did interna-
tionally, and what he is 
now doing as a retiree, in 
serving the community, is 
his (Todman’s) recogni-
tion,” she said.

Todman retired last 
month from Whirlpool af-
ter a 22-year career. He 
held several high-level po-

sitions, including presi-
dent, board of directors 
vice chairman and global 
strategist. He is nationally 
known as one of “Black 
Enterprise” magazine’s 
“100 Most Powerful Exec-
utives.”

LMC’s Board of Trust-
ees chose Todman “be-
cause of his support for a 

more holis-
tic approach 
to global 
b u s i n e s s , 
and his em-
phasis on 
the impor-
tance of 
learning, lis-
tening to 
and appreci-
ating differ-

ent perspectives,” the col-
lege’s release said.

He is also recognized for 
his local leadership on the 
board of Boys and Girls 
Club of Benton Harbor.

“I have a lot of people to 
thank for the opportuni-
ties that I’ve had,” Tod-
man  said  as he accepted 
his award. “I truly believe 
every individual has some-
thing to contribute. All it 
takes is a little bit of will 
and desire to go out and 
make it happen. I’m in-
spired by all the things I 
heard today and I want to 
contribute even more.”

Uzelac, a former col-
lege  coach, came out of 
retirement to lead Benton 
Harbor High School and 
helped the Tigers make the 
playoffs for the fi rst time in 
school history.

He was recognized for 
his leadership, passion 
and commitment to the 
student athletes, and for 
helping to organize the 
community to come to-
gether in support of the 
team.

Uzelac was chosen “for 
what he did for Benton 
Harbor, and his army (of 
volunteers). And it’s not 
just on the fi eld that 
they’re succeeding,” Spiel-
vogel said. “He continues 
to challenge them – think-
ing about college, those 
kinds of  things. And it 
was a group of  moms, 
and the whole team that 
responded to him.”

Uzelac credited the 
players, their family of 
“Tiger Moms” and all 
the coaches who worked 
under him. “I was just 
one person who tried to 
unite their beliefs in 
themselves and to go in 
the right direction,” he 
said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

TODMAN UZELAC

SH taxpayers will 
save $1.37 million 
from bond refinancing

SOUTH HAVEN — 
South Haven school dis-
trict residents will see an 
estimated $1.37 million 
in tax savings due to the 
district’s upcoming bond 
refinancing.

The school board 
Wednesday night voted 
to approve a resolution 
allowing the district to 
refinance $9.2 million in 
2006 bonds Feb. 3.

Mike Gresens of  Th-
run Law Firm of Lansing 
said the savings to taxpay-
ers will be from the lower 
interest rates on the refi -
nanced bonds.

In other matters, Board 
President Bryan Lewis an-
nounced fi ve people ap-
plied for the open board 
seat vacated when Trustee 
Tyler Dotson moved from 
the district.

They are: Former 
board member Stuart 
Price; and Jessica Cutler, 
Tom Rummel, Steve 
Bournay and John Frost. 
The board will likely 
have a special meeting as 
early as next week to in-
terview all five candi-
dates, Lewis said.

Administrative Assis-
tant Tara Wilkinson 
gave a presentation on 
the district’s new com-
munications plan.

She said the plan has 
four goals: to improve 
communications with 
parents; expand the use 
of  technology; increase 
opportunities to com-
municate with the com-
munity; and strengthen 
internal district commu-
nications. No board ac-
tion was required.

Superintendent Bob 

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer
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Benton Harbor picks up five pickups

BENTON HARBOR 
— Benton Harbor city 
commissioners voted 4-2 
to buy  fi ve new pickup 
trucks for the city’s public 
works department from 
Seimans in Bridgman.

City Manager Darwin 
Watson said the trucks 
will cost $106,775. He 
said city staff  researched 
several options, including 
repairing the  existing 

trucks or  buying or leas-
ing new vs. used trucks.

Watson said the city will 
buy two Ford F-250 pick-
up trucks for snow plow-
ing and three F-150s for 
general use. He said the 
old vehicles will be auc-
tioned off.

Voting to buy the trucks 
were Commissioners 
Duane Seats, MaryAlice 
Adams, Ruthie Haralson 
and Bryan Joseph. Voting 
against the resolution 
were Commissioners 

Juanita Henry and C.F. 
Jones. Absent were Mayor 
Marcus Muhammad and 
Commissioner Sharon 
Henderson.

Henry and Jones said 
they needed more infor-
mation before they could 
agree to lease the trucks.

In addition, commis-
sioners unanimously 
agreed to pay $10,416 to 
St. Joseph Township to 
place a water meter at the 
intersection of  Woodward 
and Empire avenues to in-

terconnect the two water 
systems in case of  emer-
gency. The township is 
paying $10,000 for the wa-
ter meter, Watson said.

The commissioners fur-
ther agreed to sell a parcel 
of  property along  River-
view Drive at Bond Street 
to Whirlpool Corp. for 
$10,000. Watson said 
Whirlpool will use the 
property to extend its 
parking lot.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 
932-0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer


