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Voters have until Friday to select the People’s Choice award in the Youth Window Decorating Contest in downtown Benton Harbor. 
Pictured is work by the Countryside Academy Art Club at the Mason Jar Cafe at 210 Water St.

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Voting continues through 
Friday for the People’s 
Choice award in the Youth 
Decorating Contest in 
downtown Benton Harbor, 
said Barbara Sistrunk from 
the Consortium for Com-
munity Development.

The Benton Harbor 
Downtown Development 
Authority is sponsoring the 
Home for the Holiday’s 

Youth Window Decorating 
Contest.

“We invite people to come 
down and enjoy the Christ-
mas spirit of Benton Har-
bor, enjoy the businesses 
and enjoy the art these kids 
put so much hard work 
into,” said DDA President 
Bryan Tutton.

People can cast their text 
votes to 27126. Sistrunk 
said the word “Window” 
must accompany the win-
dow number they are vot-
ing for. Voters should re-
ceive a response thanking 
them for their vote.

The art of the window

Pictured is work by the Readiness Center, Whirlpool Harbortown 
at 145 Main St.

BH contest enters 
final week

See WINDOWS, page B2

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s vice president of stu-
dent services, Clinton Gab-
bard, is 
leaving for 
Illinois next 
month to be-
c o m e 
M c H e n r y 
C o u n t y 
Community 
C o l l e g e ’ s 
eighth presi-
dent.

Gabbard’s 
commitment to student 
success – as well as his stra-
tegic planning and rela-
tionship-building abilities 
– made him the right man 
for the job, MCC’s chair-
man said.         

“The (MCC) board is 
eager to begin working 
with Dr. Gabbard,” Mike 
Smith said in a news re-
lease posted Friday on the 
college’s website. “He 
brings a new perspective to 
the college, and a balance 
of experience in both 
teaching and administra-
tion. With his extensive 
knowledge in strategic 
planning, community-
based initiatives, and col-
laborative partnerships, 
Dr. Gabbard will undoubt-
edly move the institution 
forward.”

The college is in Crystal 
Lake.

Gabbard expressed simi-
lar feelings in his own state-
ment.

“I am humbled and ex-
cited to accept this role at 
MCC. The college’s value 
of community aligns with 
my deeply-held belief that 
colleges are only as strong 
as their commitment to 
working together and to 

being an effective partner 
with the local communi-
ty.”

Gabbard, in his offi cial 
biography, said he leaves 
LMC after spearheading a 
number of major successes 
in his department, where 
he oversaw 56 employees 
and a $3 million budget.

“Internally, I have suc-
cessfully bridged depart-
ments across the college, 
beginning new student suc-
cess initiatives that have 
necessitated academics, 
(information technology), 
and Student Services mov-
ing in chorus,” he said.

He cites as achievements 
developing LMC’s fi rst 
wine production program; 
designing “Start-to-Fin-
ish,” a program geared to 
students back on track ac-
ademically; and develop-
ing the “Hawk’s Nest,” a 
student activity center, and 
center for veterans. 

Gabbard will replace 
Vicky Smith, who’s retiring 
Dec. 31 after fi ve years at 
the college. Gabbard will 
start his new job.

Gabbard’s departure co-
incides with that of LMC 
President Bob Harrison, 
who’s retiring Dec. 31 after 
leading that institution 
since 2009.

Gabbard had been the 
only internal candidate to 
express interest in succeed-
ing Harrison. 

However, he withdrew 
before the LMC board last 
month voted to hire Har-
rison’s successor, Dr. Jen-
nifer Spielvogel, in order to 
pursue the McHenry job. 
He was among four fi nal-
ists at MCC.

As McHenry’s new pres-
ident, Gabbard will serve 
for an initial term through 
Dec. 31, 2017, and earn an 
annual salary of $215,000, 
his contract states.

Gabbard had served at 
LMC since October 2011. 
Prior to that, he served as 
vice president of student 

LMC veep to lead 
a community 
college in Illinois
Clinton Gabbard 
starts new job 
in January

GABBARD

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

CASSOPOLIS — A 
Benton Harbor man with 
a history of drug, weapon 
and assault convictions is 
headed back to prison af-
ter being sentenced in Cass 
Circuit Court.

Bobbie Archie Maxwell, 
49, of Lavette Avenue has 
pleaded guilty to four drug 
charges as a habitual fourth 

offender and 
was sen-
tenced Fri-
day to con-
c u r r e n t 
prison terms 
of three to 
15 years. He 
must pay 
$1,698 in 
fi nes and 

costs.
He has no credit for time 

served because he was on 
parole when he committed 
the new offenses. He was 
paroled from a felony fi re-
arms conviction in Berrien 

Benton Harbor man 
returning to prison
Cass County drug 
convictions for 
habitual offender 

See GABBARD, page B2
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A group of South Haven students went to Lansing to show off some of their technology-based 
school projects to legislators. Shown here, from left to right, are: Teacher Julie Sheppard; Nicholas 
Sheppard; Emma Simo; Blake Martin; state Sen. Tonya Schuitmaker, R-Lawton; Tabitha Newberry; 
and Elise Postma.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
team of South Haven stu-
dents went to Lansing to 
show off some of their 
technology-based school 
projects to legislators.

The trip was Dec. 2 in 
honor of the 15th annual  
Student Technology Show-
case. It was sponsored by the 
Michigan Association for 
Computer Users in Learn-
ing and featured students 
from 33 school districts.

Students attending from 
South Haven ranged from 

grades 5-10, said North 
Shore Elementary Teacher 
Julie Sheppard, who drove 
the kids.

The students were Nicho-
las Sheppard, sixth grade; 
Emma Simon, 10th grade; 
Blake Martin, fi fth grade; 
Tabitha Newberry, fi fth 
grade; and Elise Postma, 
eighth grade.

Some of the South Haven 
student projects on display 
were created in North Shore 
Elementary’s new technology 
center. Some projects were 
created on the center’s 3-D 
printer, Julie Sheppard said.

She said the goal was to 

showcase some of the ways 
students are now integrat-
ing technology, such as the 
3-D printers, sound effects 
and videos, into their school 
projects.

MACUL offi cials de-
scribed the annual event as a 
opportunity to allow legisla-
tors, business leaders and 
other citizens to see fi rst-
hand how technology is be-
ing used in classrooms across 
Michigan. AT&T and Mich-
igan Virtual Learning also 
help MACUL organize and 
fund the annual event.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

South Haven students visit Lansing 
to show off their technology projects

See MAXWELL, page B2

MAXWELL

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

EAU CLAIRE — Par-
ent concerns over new 
curriculum material in-
troduced this fall has led 
Eau Claire schools to set 
up a community work-
shop for early January.

A group of  parents at-
tended last week’s Eau 
Claire Board of  Educa-
tion meeting to ask ques-
tions about the material. 
The meeting will be Jan. 6 
at the high school.

News reports indicated 
that parents were mainly 
concerned about third-
grade students allegedly 
having to memorize an Is-
lamic prayer, but parent 
Art Keene said that’s not 
the case.

He said he and other 
parents are primarily con-
cerned about the lack of 
research and diligence in 
selecting new material, 
the lack of  teacher train-
ing with the new material 
and the speed of  the im-
plementation.

He said he’s heard that 
the curriculum selection 
team had only about a 
day to look at three op-

tions. 
“I spend more time than 

that picking out my next 
TV,” he said. “This does 
not sound like near 
enough time to choose a 
curriculum.”

He contrasted the pro-
cess to earlier ones in 
which material was imple-
mented over a few years.

As for the material, 
Keene said he’s concerned 
about a book assigned to 
ninth graders that con-
tains inappropriate lan-
guage and inappropriate 
themes, like having a char-
acter who commits sui-
cide.

“I think with adequate 
preparation this book 
would not have been 
used,” he said.

The material Keene and 
other parents are con-
cerned about are part of  a 
new Engage New York 
curriculum the district se-
lected earlier this fall after 
Superintendent David 
Gray asked the Michigan 
Department of  Education 
conduct a curriculum au-
dit.

Keene said he looked 
into the Engage New York 
company and found mate-

rial being rewritten and 
revamped after com-
plaints from parents and 
educators. It represents 
the state of  New York’s 
implementation of  Com-
mon Core standards, he 
said.

He said the only posi-
tive he’s found about the 
material is it’s free. The 
only other district in the 
area using it is Benton 
Harbor schools.

He said he’d like to see 
the district plan curricu-
lum rather than a “blind 
forklift replacement.”

Gray said Thursday he 
and other district officials 
are trying to clear up peo-
ple’s misconceptions 
about the new curriculum, 
including the mistaken 
belief  that students were 
having to memorize an Is-
lamic prayer.

Gray said Engage New 
York material is designed 

to meet Common Core 
standards and were devel-
oped out of  the federal 
Race To The Top program 
of  a few years ago. He 
said the district changed 
to Engage New York when 
officials realized the old 
curriculum didn’t match 
those standards.

He said staff  started 
working with the new ma-
terial in October and that 
parents were given infor-
mation about it during 
parent/teacher conferenc-
es in November.

“It’s important that the 
district and community 
work collaboratively to 
provide our students and 
children the best educa-
tion possible and provide 
parents and the commu-
nity an opportunity to ask 
questions in a forum 
which allows for dia-
logue,” he said in a press 
release.

Curriculum questions prompt forum
EAU CLAIRE SCHOOLS

I spend more time than that picking out my 
next TV. This does not sound like near enough 
time to choose a curriculum

ART KEENE
District parent, speaking on the time spent 
implementing a curriculum
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The teams and window 
numbers are:

1. Dream Academy/I am 
the Greatest Project, former 
Ideal Place, 208 Territorial 
Road.

2. Promise/Boys & Girls 
Club/First Tee, Whirlpool 
Harbortown, 145 W. Main 
St.

3. Countryside Academy 
Art Club, former Ideal 
Place, 208 Territorial Road.

4. Promise/Boys & Girls 

Club/First Tee, former 
Roxy’s, 287 E. Main St.

5. Dream Academy/I am 
the Greatest Project, ARS 
Gallery, 147 5th St.

6. Benton Harbor Girls 
Association, Abonmarche, 
101 W. Main St.

7. Countryside Academy 
Art Club, Mason Jar Cafe, 
210 Water St.

8. Readiness Center, 
Whirlpool Harbortown, 
145 Main St.

9. Library Youth Group, 
Benton Harbor Public Li-
brary, 213 E. Wall St.

10. Promise/Boys & Girls 
Club/First Tee, former Ta-
bor Hill, 80 W. Main St.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Don Campbell / HP staff  

Voters have until Friday to select the People’s Choice award in the Youth Window Decorating Contest in downtown Benton Harbor. 
Pictured is work by the Library Youth Group, Benton Harbor Public Library at 213 E. Wall St.

WINDOWS
From page B1

services at Walla Walla 
Community College in 
Washington – as well as di-
rector of counseling and 
psychiatric services at Pur-
due University, and psy-
chologist and adjunct assis-
tant professor at the 
University of Notre Dame.

GABBARD
From page B1

County in August 2012. He 
was paroled in August 
2014. 

The four convictions he 
was sentenced on Friday 
were two counts of delivery 
or manufacture of narcot-
ics/cocaine – less than 50 
grams, one count of con-
spiracy to deliver/manufac-
ture narcotics/cocaine less 
than 50 grams and one 
count of possession of nar-
cotics/cocaine less than 25 
grams.

The offenses were com-
mitted over from October 
2014 to Aug. 15, 2015, at a 
home in the 300 block of 
Thickstun in Dowagiac.

Maxwell’s previous pris-
on sentences included July 
2005 Berrien County sen-
tences for possession of a 
firearm by a felon and as-
sault with intent to do great 
bodily harm less than mur-
der and two December, 
1994, Ingham County sen-
tences for delivery/manu-
facture of narcotics/cocaine 
less than 50 grams.

MAXWELL
From page B1

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — Gov. Rick 
Snyder said lawmakers 
could first tackle the Detroit 
school district’s debt and 
possibly leave until later his 
call for a new commission 
to close or reconfigure poor-
performing traditional, 
charter and turnaround 
schools in the city.

The Republican governor 
told The Associated Press 
in a year-end interview that 
pending legislation to split 
the district in two to retire 
$715 million in debt and to 
empower a chief education 
officer to hold schools ac-
countable could go on “par-
allel or somewhat separate 
tracks.” 

“The more urgent in 
terms of timing are the fi-
nancial issues, the NewCo/
OldCo kind of opportuni-
ty,” Snyder said. He warned 
that if lawmakers do not 
address Detroit Public 
Schools’ finances, creditors 

could sue the state-run dis-
trict over unpaid bills – lead-
ing to financial repercus-
sions for the state and other 
school districts. 

“Over time ... let’s address 
the whole concept,” said 
Snyder, who had wanted his 
bills to be introduced in the 
GOP-controlled Legislature 
in October. But after being 
unable to find consensus 
due to pushback from Re-
publicans and Democrats 
over different parts of the 
proposal, he now expects 
the legislation to come in 
early 2016.

“I like to solve things all 
at once as quickly as I can 
with quality, but again I 
have legislative partners on 
this particular issue and I 
want to be a good partner,” 
Snyder said.

Detroit schools were 
among three major legisla-
tive priorities left unfinished 
in 2015 and that Snyder said 
he will prioritize next year. 
The others are updated en-
ergy laws and criminal jus-

tice changes. A fourth agen-
da item is enacting a plan to 
combat worsening problems 
to painkiller and heroin ad-
diction.

Snyder said the enact-
ment of a long-elusive $1.2 
billion road-improvement 
plan dominated legislators’ 
attention for much of the 
year, delaying his other pri-
orities. Increased fuel taxes 
and vehicle registration fees 
will begin in 2017. Addi-
tional funding also will be 
redirected from general 
funds unless future lawmak-
ers change course, a move 
that has drawn criticism for 
straining other government 
spending in the future. 

“It was great to get a pos-
itive outcome. There were 
compromises as part of the 
process. That’s not a nega-
tive, that’s actually part of 
the legislative process,” he 
said. “Here’s a solution that 
gives us the largest opportu-
nity for roads in over a half  
a century. That’s huge.”

Asked to name a misstep 

or something he should 
have done differently this 
year, Snyder said he does 
not “think in a negative 
fashion” but then pointed 
to Flint, where a local pub-
lic health emergency was 
declared because of prob-
lems with lead in water after 
the city switched to a cheap-
er, more corrosive water 
supply while under state 
emergency financial man-
agement. His administra-
tion is under scrutiny in part 
for initially downplaying 
concerns raised by outside 
experts who flagged lead 
contamination and elevated 
levels in children.

Lead poisoning can be ir-
reversible and cause devel-
opmental delays and learn-
ing disabilities.

“That was obviously a 
concern and we tried to re-
spond very promptly and 
effectively,” said Snyder, 
who is awaiting an indepen-
dent report and recommen-
dations due early next year. 
The state committed $10.6 

million to reconnect Flint 
to Detroit’s water system 
and to buy filters, conduct 
testing and provide health 
services. But the bill could 
rise.

While Snyder and legisla-
tors unveiled energy pro-
posals in March, no bills 
won approval from the full 
House or Senate despite 
utility interests running ads 
urging votes. Another con-
tentious issue is criminal 
justice, particularly a House-
passed “presumptive pa-
role” bill backed by Snyder 
but opposed by prosecutors 
and Attorney General Bill 
Schuette, who have safety 
concerns. It appears stalled 
in the Senate for now.

The Michigan Parole 
Board would have less lee-
way to keep certain prison-
ers locked up past their 
minimum sentence – those 
deemed to have a high prob-
ability of release, meaning 
they have a low risk of reof-
fending and do not pose a 
high risk to public safety.

Detroit, energy, paroles top Snyder’s 2016 agenda

DETROIT (AP) — The 
Michigan Supreme Court 
has agreed to look at the 
case of a man who’s on the 
sex offender list for life, al-
though his conviction was 
erased nearly 20 years ago.

He was 19 when he was 
charged with kissing and grop-
ing a 12-year-old girl in Wayne 
County. He pleaded guilty, 
but his conviction was erased 
in 1997 after he completed 
three years of probation.

Supreme Court takes major case 
involving state sex offender list
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