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LOCAL & STATE

Mark Parren / HP correspondent

A pair of kayakers use a break in the snow and overcast Thursday to venture onto the St. Joseph River. Snow is back in the 
forecast for weekend. Weather Page A8.

WATER BREAK

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent 

NEW BUFFALO — A 
move against blight will 
leave New Buffalo with an 
empty lot downtown, but 
city offi cials are confi dent 
something good is on the 
way.

City Manager Rob An-
derson said the former 
Michigan Thyme lot at 107 
N. Whittaker St. should be 
cleared by month’s end. De-
molition crews razed the 
long-standing eyesore Jan. 
6.

“The owners are clear-
ing the site to eliminate 

the blighted conditions 
while they explore their 
options, an indication that 
they are getting serious 
about redeveloping the 
site,” Anderson said. Own-
ers have not announced 
specifi c plans.

The lot is being used as 
the staging area for the de-
molition of the adjoining, 
partially built brick build-
ings, which will be leveled 
to the surface of an under-
ground parking structure. 
The entire area, almost a 
full block, will then be 
fenced for safety and ap-
pearances.

Plans for the site, ap-
proved by the city in 2006, 
called for retail/condo 
multi-story buildings built 
over a 133-space under-
ground parking garage. The 
partially built buildings and 

unpaved parking structure 
have stood abandoned dur-
ing years of bankruptcy 
and disputed ownership. 
Victor Chiardelli of Chica-
go-based Guaranteed Rate 
Mortgage Co.is the current 
owner, Anderson said.

“I’d like to see them fi nish 
what they started out to do. 
We need retail in this town, 
big time,” said Bob Tibbles, 
owner of The Villager, a 
home décor and gift store at 
100 N. Whittaker St.

Tibbles has been a main-
stay of the Whittaker Street 
retail scene since 1992 when 
he opened his fi rst shop at 
27 N. Whittaker St. He 
moved to his current loca-
tion in one of the city’s 
original brick, two-story 
buildings. He further owns 
Frisky Frog, a Christmas 
and garden shop at 16 N. 

Smith St. .
“I don’t have a clue about 

what to expect, though. No 
one has told me anything. 
I’m just glad they are tear-
ing it down so I don’t have 
to answer so many ques-
tions,” Tibbles said.

“Something good will 
defi nitely happen. It’s just a 
matter of timing and eco-
nomic realities. I think the 
original concepts of multi-
use that have been fl oated 
for this property over the 
years probably makes the 
best sense,” said Katha 
Kissman, owner of the vin-
tage building at 106 N. 
Whittaker St. She is a multi-
use owner in her own right, 
maintaining her apartment 
upstairs, an offi ce in the 
rear yard and renting the 
storefront space to a cloth-
ing and accessories shop.

A lot of potential

David Johnson / for The Herald-Palladium

A big chunk of the Fountain Square / Village Square building 
falls during demolition work Thursday.

New Buffalo sees 
good things coming 
for vacant space

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The annual Southwest 
Michigan Horticultural 
Days conference will be 
Feb. 3 and 4 at Lake Michi-
gan College’s Mendel Cen-
ter, organizers announced. 
The early reservation dead-
line is Jan. 25.

The Michigan Grape So-
ciety and Michigan State 
University Extension is 
hosting the event in part-
nership with LMC. Regis-
tration begins at 8 a.m. both 
days and all educational 
sessions begin at 9 a.m.  

The Feb. 3 general session 
will feature presentations 
and updates on the Food 
Safety Modernization Act 
(FSMA), an update on la-
bor issues, update on MAE-
AP, and a presentation on 
understanding NAP and 
TAP.  

There will be educational 
sessions on tree fruit both 
days, vegetable production 
and wine grapes Feb. 3, and 
blueberries and all grapes 
Feb. 4.  

The event features a trade 
show and raffl e.

Restricted use pesticide 
recertifi cation credits have 
been requested for all edu-
cational sessions.  

Registration is $60 at the 
door and includes lunch for 
both days. Early registra-
tion is $45 and must be 
postmarked by Jan. 25.  

Mail registration to: 
Michigan Grape Society, 
P.O. Box 151, Baroda, MI  
49101, Attention: Allen 
Zelmer. Preregistration 
forms and programs can be 
obtained from the South-
west Michigan Research 
and Extension Center, 1791 
Hillandale Road, Benton 
Township, or by calling 944-
1477, Ext. 201; and from 
the Berrien County MSU 
Extension offi ce, 1737 Hil-
landale Road.  

Preregistration form and 
program can be found at 
Events section at http://
agbioresearch.msu.edu/
centers/swmrec.

For registration informa-
tion only, call Zelmer at 
269-870-5265.

Persons with disabilities 
may request accommoda-
tions by calling 944-1477 by 
Jan. 25 to ensure suffi cient 
time to make arrange-
ments.

Horticultural Days 
forums Feb. 3-4
Early registration 
deadline is Jan. 25

BENTON HARBOR — 
The free Productive Lands, 
Cleaner Water Workshop is 
set for Jan 27 at Benton 
Harbor M-TEC, organizers 
announced.

The Berrien County Con-
servation District is hosting 
the 8:30 a.m.-noon session 
in Room 134 at 400 Klock 
Road. The forum is for 
farmers and those interest-
ed in streams, rivers and 
Lake Michigan.

Each attendee will get a 
free soil testing kit valued at 
$16 and entered in a draw-
ing for a door prize. Morn-
ing refreshments will be 
served. Registration is re-
quired. Call the district at 
471-9111, Ext. 3, by Mon-
day, Jan. 25. 

Attendees will learn about 
farming practices and in-
centives available to farmers 
to build healthier soil and 
reduce polluted runoff into 

drains, streams, rivers and 
lakes. Presentations will 
cover water quality, wet-
lands, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture conservation 
practices and Michigan’s 
Agriculture Environmental 
Assurance Program (MAE-
AP). 

There will be a demon-
stration showcasing the 
benefi ts of non-tilled versus 
tilled soil. 

The workshop is part of 
a larger effort to reduce 
pollution in Ox Creek, the 
Paw Paw River, St. Joseph 
River and Lake Michigan. 
This workshop has been 
funded wholly or in part 
through the Michigan De-
partment of Environmental 
Quality’s Nonpoint Source 
Program and by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Learn more at: www.
swmpc.org/oxcreek.asp.

Water quality workshop 
slated for Jan. 27

DETROIT (AP) — After 
two tumultuous years of re-
calls, fi nes and friction, the 
government and the auto 
industry struck a peace 
treaty of sorts by agreeing 
to cooperate on safety is-
sues in the future.

A group of 17 automak-

ers and the Department of 
Transportation agreed Fri-
day to a set of “proactive 
safety principles” and 
vowed to work together to 
quickly spot and resolve 
problems before they en-
danger the public.

Offi cials said most details 

are still to be worked out.  
But the pact marks a change 
in the relationship between 
the DOT’s National High-
way Traffi c Safety Adminis-
tration and the auto indus-
try after revelations that 
serious defects went undis-
closed to the public for 

years, and as automakers 
rapidly develop technolo-
gies that could one day lead 
to driverless cars. 

“Don’t underestimate 
what happened today,” said 
Fiat Chrysler CEO Sergio 
Marchionne, whose com-
pany was fi ned millions by 

NHTSA last year for not 
reporting safety defects fast 
enough and failing to fol-
low through on recalls. “It 
was the approach that the 
secretary and the adminis-
tration took. I think you’ll 
see a huge change.”

The pact was announced 

Friday at the North Amer-
ican International Auto 
Show in Detroit by Trans-
portation Secretary An-
thony Foxx with Marchio-
nne, GM CEO Mary Barra 
and several other top in-
dustry offi cials in atten-
dance.

Auto industry agrees to cooperate with government on safety

Kephart Lane job 
under budget

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Oronoko Township will 
pay nearly $20,000 less 
than estimated for its share 
of last year’s Kephart Lane 
widening project, township 
offi cials said.

The township this week 
paid the last bill for the 
project. It cost just over 
$259,000 with $162,473 
coming from a state grant. 
The original project esti-
mate was just over 
$278,000.

The township share 
proved to be $96,595 when 
$115,557 had been estimat-
ed.

Prisoner suspected 
of killing his cellmate

FREELAND (AP) — 
Authorities say a prisoner 
is suspected of killing his 
23-year-old cellmate at the 
Saginaw Correctional Fa-
cility.

The Saginaw News re-
ports Friday that prison 
staff responded Wednesday 
night at the prison in Free-
land to an assault taking 
place in a cell.

Jason Turnbull was 
found unresponsive. De-
partment of Corrections 
spokesman Chris Gautz 
says he was pronounced 
dead that night.

The newspaper reports 
that Turnbull was serving a 
minimum of 10 years for 
criminal sexual conduct 
convictions in Livingston 
County.

Gautz says the cellmate 
suspected in the death, also 
23 years old, has been 
transferred to another pris-
on. He was serving time for 
unarmed robbery.

The state police are in-
vestigating the case.

Man pleads guilty to 
receiving child porn

GRAND RAPIDS (AP) 
— A 70-year-old western 
Michigan man already fac-
ing prison for the molesta-
tion of a girl with Down 
syndrome more than 25 
years ago has pleaded 
guilty in federal court to re-
ceiving child pornography.

The Grand Rapids Press 
and WZZM-TV report 
that the government says 
David Heinsen had collect-
ed 650,000 images of child 
pornography.

His plea was made Fri-
day in Grand Rapids. A 
sentencing date on that 
charge has not been an-
nounced.

Heinsen is scheduled for 
sentencing next month in 
county court for fi rst-de-
gree criminal sexual con-
duct involving the girl who 
was 8 at the time.

Barry County Prosecu-
tor Julie Nakfoor Pratt has 
said investigators were told 
the assaults were photo-
graphed at Heinsen’s home 
in Nashville, 50 miles 
southeast of Grand Rap-
ids.

2nd arrest made in 
carjacking, slaying

DETROIT (AP) — A 
second man has been 
charged in the Christmas 
Eve carjacking and slaying 
of a church musician in 
Detroit.

The Wayne County pros-
ecutor’s offi ce says 18-year-
old Darnell Young of Ink-
ster was arraigned Friday 
on fi rst-degree murder, fel-
ony murder, carjacking, 
armed robbery, and gun 
charges.

Police say 33-year-old 
Anthony Tolson was or-
dered out of his Chevy 
Trailblazer and shot on the 
city’s east side. He had just 
left a Christmas Eve church 
service and was heading to 
his mother’s home.

Tolson’s bass guitar and 
gifts for his children were 
inside the SUV which was 
taken.

Charles Cox was ar-
raigned Thursday in Tol-
son’s slaying. He and Young 
are jailed. They face a Jan. 
22 probable cause hearing 
and a Jan. 28 preliminary 

examination.

River conference to 
come to Grand Rapids

GRAND RAPIDS (AP) 
— A national conference 
meant to connect people 
working to protect and re-
store rivers is coming to 
Grand Rapids in 2017.

The River Rally will be 
held in May 2017 at the 
Amway Grand Plaza Ho-
tel, The Grand Rapids 
Press reported. The Port-
land, Oregon-based Riv-
er Network, which orga-
nizes the conference, said 
the community’s pursuit 
of  a $30 million restora-
tion of  the Grand River 
makes it a good rally lo-
cation.

“Restoring the Grand 
River has captured the 
imagination of our com-
munity, and hosting River 
Rally will draw national at-
tention to our city and our 
river restoration plans,” 
Grand Rapids Mayor Ro-
salynn Bliss said in a state-
ment released by the River 
Network.

Becca Marcott, an event 
manager with the River 
Network, said the River 
Rally draws 400 to 700 
people on average. Experi-
ence Grand Rapids is pro-
jecting attendance of about 
350 people for next year’s 
rally.
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