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For more information, 
contact Christine Water-
house at christinewater-
house@me.com.

For early ticket reserva-
tions, send a check to 
Women’s Service League, 
c/o Christine Waterhouse, 
P.O. Box 873, St. Joseph, 
MI 49085. Indicate which 
names are to be put on res-
ervation and whether a 
vegetarian meal will be 
needed.

LMC Mathletes place 
among best in region

BENTON HARBOR —  
In October, 18 members of 
the Lake Michigan College 
Mathletes team competed 
against 1,200 students from 
across the nation during 
the bi-annual Student Math 
League Competition.

The students completed 
20 math problems in one 
hour during the competi-
tion, held by the American 
Mathematical Association 
of Two-Year Colleges.

The six top-ranking 

LMC students were Mi-
chael Hettlinger, Rebecca 
Jacobs, Jonah Kubath, Da-
vid Shane, Nicholas 
Spearitt and Matthew Star-
key.

Shane’s score was the 
highest ever attained by an 
LMC student and the sixth 
best in the Midwest region. 
Jacobs’ score tied for 19th 
best in the region.

Shane is a math major 
and works as a tutor at 
Mathnasium.

He plans to pursue bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees 
once he’s earns his associ-

ate degree from LMC.
Jacobs plans to pursue 

an engineering degree.

VIP support group 
sets pair of meetings

SOUTH HAVEN — The 
South Haven Area Visually 
Impaired Persons (VIPs) 
Support Group will meet at 
1 p.m. Thursday and 1 p.m. 
Jan. 28 at the Warren Se-
nior Community Center, 
540 Williams St.

For more information, 
contact facilitator Ray 
Llorens at 637-1418.
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Timothy Reynolds.
Lawrence – Roel Vasquez.
Paw Paw – Jay Doll.
St. Joseph – Lauren Brower.
South Haven – Laura Under-

wood.
Watervliet – Weston 

DeHaven.

Southwestern  
Michigan College

Dowagiac
Bangor – Rachel King.
Benton Harbor – Elisabeth 

Fellows, Claire Wagner.
Berrien Center – Adam Dubs, 

Luke Harrison, Caleb Kasper, 
Madalyn Reneberg.

Berrien Springs – Vanja Pan-
igot, Tobias Robertson, Kaitlyn 
Williams.

Buchanan – Corbin Cains, 
Bailey Foster, Alexis Meahl, 
Jada Meahl.

Cassopolis – Sara Dilling-
ham, Zuri Kelver, Aaron Neu-
mayer, Aidan Traynor.

Decatur – Dakotah Haas, 
Robyn Priebe.

Dowagiac – Morgan Adams, 
Sydney Brooks, Blake Bundy, 
Brad Bundy, Amber Hummel, 
Mary Magin, Brendan Stewart, 
Katie Wiles.

Hartford – Miroslava Cruz.
Lawrence – Elizabeth Szakal.
Niles – Allissa Corak, Eric 

Hess, Tristan Hunsberger, 
Kelsey Mosier, Nathaniel Walk-
er, Jennifer Wolf, Allie Yoder.

St. Joseph – Benjamin Lah-
rman, Lindsey Winans.

Sawyer – Keely Williamson.
South Haven – Haley Davis.
Stevensville – Karisa Stef-

fens.

Watervliet – Cheyenne Gar-
gano, Kayla Villegas.

Chadron State College
Chadron, Neb.

Watervliet – Brock Thumm.

Degrees
The following area students 

have received a degree from a 
college or university.

Ball State University
Muncie, Ind.

Sawyer – Samantha Smith, 
bachelor’s degree in women’s 
and gender studies, minor in 
journalism.
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Steven Avery is shown in these images from the Netflix original documentary series”Making A Murderer.”

‘Making a Murderer’ lawyers 
adjusting to newfound fame
By BILL GLAUBER
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON, Wis. — 
Dean Strang grew up 
wanting to become an edi-
torial cartoonist for a 
newspaper.

Jerome “Jerry” Buting’s 
youthful imagination was 
fired by a love of astrono-
my.

Eventually, the men 
found their way into the 
practice of  law, working 
for decades performing the 
tough work of defending 
people accused of wrong-
doing, from petty crimes 
to heinous offenses.

Over the Christmas holi-
days, these two well-re-
garded Wisconsin defense 
attorneys were trans-
formed into legal stars af-
ter the mid-December re-
lease of  the Netflix 
documentary “Making a 
Murderer.”

Their defense of Steven 
Avery, who was convicted 
in the 2005 murder of  pho-
tographer Teresa Halbach, 
was part of  the dramatic 
heart of  the 10-part docu-
mentary that riveted binge-
watching viewers world-
wide.

In the wake of the docu-
mentary release, the law-
yers say they have received 
hundreds of emails from 
viewers interested in the 
case as well as communica-
tions from technical and 
legal experts offering ad-
vice.

They also have fielded 
dozens of media inquiries.

A lot of  Internet swoon-

ing has come their way.
Calls have poured into 

Strang’s office near the 
state Capitol in Madison.

“It’s weird, it’s disorient-
ing,” Strang said of the at-
tention.

Frankly, he’s more than 
a little embarrassed to be 
in the spotlight and to be 
held up by some as a model 
criminal attorney. If  some 
lawyers around the state 
are saying, “Why him?” be 
assured that Strang is say-
ing, “Why me?”

“In this state alone there 
are hundreds of lawyers 
who would be better mod-
els than I, at least for doing 
the day in, day out, un-
glamorous hard work in 
the state’s courthouses,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, Buting has 
been observing the reac-
tion from afar in Rome, 
where he is visiting his son, 
who is studying for the 
priesthood. Before the 
documentary aired, Buting 
said he had eight followers 
on Twitter. He now has 
more than 24,000.

“I know what I’m com-
ing back to,” Buting said 
during a telephone inter-
view. Going through emails 
will be important, he said.

“We’ve had suggestions 
from scientists all over the 
world, suggestions on ad-
vancing the scientific ap-
proach,” he said.

The documentary by 
filmmakers Laura Ricciar-
di and Moira Demos hones 
in on Avery, who was re-
leased from prison in 2003 
after serving 18 years for a 

sexual assault he did not 
commit.

Two years later, Avery 
was charged with Hal-
bach’s murder. He was 
convicted in 2007 and is 
now serving a life sentence. 
Avery’s nephew, Brendan 
Dassey, was convicted sep-
arately of  helping Avery 
assault, kill and murder 
Halbach.

Avery’s defense team ar-
gued that Manitowoc 
County sheriff ’s deputies 
were motivated to plant 
evidence against Avery. At 
the time of Halbach’s dis-
appearance, Avery was su-
ing the county for $36 mil-
lion for wrongful conviction 
in the 1985 sexual assault 
case.

With striking behind-
the-scenes access, the doc-
umentary shows the two 
attorneys as they take on 
the case and carry the fight 
into the courtroom.

Buting said he was ini-
tially leery about the proj-
ect but the filmmakers had 
been on the case for months 
before he and Strang were 
hired.

“I had never seen any-
thing that really explained 
what it was like to prepare 
for and try a serious crimi-
nal case like this,” Buting 
said. “We thought it would 
be a good public education 
opportunity. I also didn’t 
know whether Dean and I 
would come out looking 
bad or good. We just de-
cided it was worth the 
chance to try and help 
them do a project that 
would be unique.”

Critics of  the documen-
tary have contended that 
the series offers a one-sid-
ed take on the case, from 
the defense’s perspective.

On screen, Strang and 
Buting, who say their legal 
skills complement one an-
other, offer stylistic con-
trasts. Strang is reserved 
while Buting is dramatic.

Their complementary 
characteristics spring from 
their careers.

Buting and Strang have 
taken on high-profile cases 
besides Avery’s, but the 
Avery case has stuck with 
the two attorneys.

Asked if  Avery was 
guilty of  the crime, Buting 
said, “My response is, no, 
he’s not. I’ve looked at so 
many inconsistencies in the 
state’s theory and the case. 
... There are no good an-
swers to explain Steven Av-
ery is guilty beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.”

Strang said he hopes that 
renewed interest in the case 
leads to newly discovered 
evidence. Based on the evi-
dence presented in the tri-
al, Strang said he could 
not possibly have voted to 
convict Avery.

“I remain really haunted 
by deep doubts that he’s 
guilty,” he said. “I really do 
fear that here is an inno-
cent man in prison wrongly 
the second time. I wasn’t 
there, I don’t know that 
he’s innocent. I can’t claim 
that. I just know that I’ve 
never been convinced by 
anything close to removing 
a reasonable doubt that 
he’s guilty.”

The best time for an ap-
pointment is Monday and 
Wednesday between noon 
and 5 p.m. Appointments 
at other times will depend 
upon staff  availability.

The library will host 
adult coloring from 7-8 
p.m. Jan. 20.

Hartford
Story Time is 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesdays for children 
2-5 years old.

The new Toddler Time 
will be at 10:30 a.m. Mon-
day. There is no time limit. 
The library has two child-
friendly computers with 
early literacy programs. It 
also has Duplo Legos. This 
program is weekly and re-
places the Wednesday story 
time.

The library is continuing 
its Adult Coloring Group, 
which meets twice a month 
from 5-7 p.m. Mondays. 
The next gatherings are 
Monday and Jan. 25. All 
materials are provided for 
the free program.

Family Lego Night is 5-7 
p.m. Jan. 20. Parents and 
their children are invited to 
create a themed Lego proj-
ect. No registration is re-
quired.

Family Maker Space will 
begin Feb. 1 from 4-5 p.m.

Lincoln
Join the library each Sat-

urday in January at 11:30 
a.m. for a family movie 
matinee. Call for titles.

Register for one of  three 
adult classes. At 6 p.m. Jan. 
19, learn to play Mahjongg. 
At 10:30 a.m. Jan. 20 
choose from more than 25 
types of  cards to create 
during the Card Buffet 
Workshop with Barbara 
Otten. At 7 p.m. Jan. 26, 
learn to crochet with Ni-
cole Rimes.

Lego Bricks Club for 
grades 3-7 meets at 4 p.m. 
Tuesday.

The Library Book 
Hounds will visit at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday. They are look-
ing for young readers to 
share stories with them.

Register to join the li-
brary for “Frozen” at 1:30 
or 5:30 p.m. Thursday. 
Children ages 3-8 can dress 
in keeping with the theme 
and take a picture with 
Olaf.

Kids in grades 3 and up 
are asked to become an 
Adopt-a-Shelf  Volunteer. 
Work for 30 minutes every 
two weeks keeping the 
shelves in the Children’s 
Department neat and or-
derly, and the library will 
recognize your service with 
a name plate on the shelves. 
Register by Jan. 30.

The 10:30 a.m. story 
times at the library are 
Toddler Tunes and Tales 
(for ages 2-3) on Tuesday, 
Wednesday’s Wigglers (for 
early walkers to 2 1/2), 
Baby Story Time (for 3 
months to walking) on 
Thursday, and Fun Friday 
(for 3-5 years).

On Fridays at 10:30 a.m., 
the library also offers Mag-
ic Carpet Story and Craft 
Time (all ages are welcome) 
in Baroda at 9091 First St.

Niles
Coloring for Adults will 

meet from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
today and every Friday.

Paws and Relax (times 
are tentative) will meet 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. today. 
Unwind with some canine 
cuddles. Fur-Ever Fosters 
will bring some of  their 
friendly dogs to the li-
brary.

Twisted stitches will meet 
from 1-3 p.m. today. Bring 
yarn or a sewing project 
and enjoy a cup of  coffee 
or tea while you chat and 
work.

Junior Garden club 
meets at 1 p.m. Saturday 
for children ages 6-12. Reg-
istration in the club is re-
quired.

Special Edition: Movie 
Day will meet from 10 
a.m.-noon Tuesday. The li-
brary will be showing 
“Pan.”

Chips and Chapters will 
meet from 6-6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday. This is a fun read 
aloud storytime.

Fiction for Foodies meets 
the second Tuesday of  ev-
ery month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Community Room. 
And it’s a potluck.

Disability Network and 

Area Agency on Aging will 
be at the library from 10 
a.m.-noon Wednesday.

Crystal Bowl Meditation 
will meet from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Thursday. Inner Jour-
ney Healing Arts Center 
will lead a crystal bowl 
meditation session.

St. Joseph
Movie Night for Adults 

is the second Friday of 
each month at 7 p.m. This 
month’s selection is “Far 
From the Madding Crowd.” 
Call 983-7167 to reserve a 
seat.

Tai Chi with Janet Snel-
grove is on Mondays at 
5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays at 
10:15 a.m. A $6 donation 
that is shared with the li-
brary is requested.

Chess Club meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.

Scrabble Club meets 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.

Euchre Club meets 
Thursdays at 6 p.m.

Yoga with Joanne Yates 
is on Saturdays at 2:30 p.m. 
An $8 donation that is 
shared with the library is 
requested.

This is the fourth year 
the library has served as a 
remote hosting location for 
the Calvin College “Janu-
ary Series.” Visit the library 
at 12:30 p.m. each weekday 
through Jan. 26 in the Nor-
ris Room for this thought-
provoking, live-streaming 
lecture program.

The library will be closed 
Jan. 16, and possibly Jan. 
18, as it shifts its entire 
Adult Collection.

Not Your Mother’s Book 
Club meets the second 
Monday of  each month at 
7 p.m. at various locations 
around town. This month, 
meet at Silver Beach Pizza 
to discuss “Station Elev-
en.”

The Scholars and Scoun-
drels Men’s Book Club 
meets the second Wednes-
day of  each month at 6:30 
p.m. This month’s selection 
is “The Boys in the Boat.”

Sodus
The Needlework Club 

meets at 2:15 p.m. Mon-
days.

The Afternoon Book 
Club will discuss “The In-
vention of  Wings” by Sue 
Monk Kid at 3 p.m. Tues-
day.

The next library board 
meeting will be at 4 p.m. 
Jan. 26.

South Haven
Bring a tablet, e-reader 

or phone and learn how to 
checkout and download e-
books and audio from the 
library’s collection of 
30,000 popular titles.

The Book Club will meet 
at 2 p.m. Monday.

Story time resumes Tues-
day and Friday at 10:30 
a.m.

The library’s used book 
sale will be from 10 a.m.-
7:35 p.m. Thursday, 10 
a.m.-5:45 p.m. Jan. 15 and 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Jan. 16, 
which also is bag day. Put 
as many books as you can 
in a bag for $1.

Thursday game days take 
place at 3 p.m..

Adult coloring and 
zentangle meet at 6 p.m. 
Jan. 19.

Van Buren
A digital resources class 

will be offered Tuesday. 
Van Buren District Library 
has many free digital re-
sources to offer. Learn to 
stream movies, download 
music, e-books and e-audio 
books to a tablet, mobile 
device or laptop. Registra-
tion is recommended.

All Van Buren District 
Library locations will be 
closed Jan. 18 for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day.

The library partners with 
Hoopla Digital to give pa-
trons online and mobile ac-
cess to free movies, music, 
e-books and more.

Cardholders can down-
load the free mobile app on 
their device or can visit 
hoopladigital.com. Patrons 
can borrow 10 titles per 
month with a valid library 
card. The limit resets itself  
at the beginning of  each 
month.

Watervliet
Story Hour is at 10:30 

a.m. Wednesdays and 1:30 
p.m. Thursdays for chil-
dren ages 3-5.

Yoga class will meet at 7 
p.m. Wednesdays in Janu-
ary.
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