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Healing 
at home

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Offi -
cials and therapists work-
ing with the Berrien 
County Trial Court Fam-
ily Division believe that, 
for some juvenile sex of-
fenders, healing should 
begin in the home.

Since 2013, the Family 
Division, in partnership 
with counselors from Riv-
erwood Center, have been 
offering therapy in the 
home for eligible juveniles 
and their families, as an 
alternative to expensive 
residential treatment in 
locations as far away as 
Detroit or Grand Rapids.

The Multi-Systemic 
Therapy-Problem Sexual 
Behavior Program (MST-
PSB) has had great suc-
cess at a fraction of the 
cost of residential place-
ment.

Edie Zars, who super-
vises the MST program at 
Riverwood, called it “cut-
ting-edge therapy.”

Michael Molloy, a pro-
bation offi cer supervisor 
with Berrien County, said 
most kids will do well in 
the structured environ-
ment of a residential treat-
ment center.

“The real test is to see 
how they do when they 
are back into the home 
environment,” Molloy 
said. “With MST, the ju-
venile is not just receiving 
services, the entire family 
is receiving services.”

By working with the ju-
veniles and parents or 
other caregivers in the 
home, the program helps 
create an environment that 
encourages healthy sexual 
behavior, he added.

Of the 23 juveniles who 
have taken part since 
2013, only one has com-
mitted a sexually related 
offense, for a 96 percent 
success rate.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

They call it “parenting 
by police.”

The kid is unruly and 
out of control and the 
parent, who does not 
know what else to do, re-
peatedly calls the cops.

There might be mental 
health or substance abuse 
issues in the home but 
there is nothing much an 
offi cer can do except wait 
for the next call to the 
same address, or fi le an 
incorrigible petition.

“It doesn’t work,” Ter-
rie Matthes, intake direc-
tor with the Berrien 
County Trial Court Fam-
ily Division, said of this 
merry-go-round between 
families, law enforcement 
and the courts.

That is why the Family 
Division has introduced 
the mental health naviga-
tor program to assist par-
ents and kids with fi nding 
the help they need to ad-
dress the underlying prob-
lems and stay out of the 
justice system.

This new offering is 
part of the court’s ongo-
ing effort to connect resi-
dents with needed re-
sources, including its 
mental health fi rst aid 
training for adults and ju-
veniles, provided through 
a partnership with River-
wood Center.

The Family Division 
has two volunteer mental 
health navigators who 
take referrals from law 
enforcement offi cers who 
have frequent contact 
with troubled youth and 
their families.

Once identifi ed, the 

Juvenile sex offenders receive 
family-based therapy

Juvenile court 
offers guidance on 

mental health issues

See THERAPY, page A4

See COURT, page A5
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From left, members of the St. Joseph High School robotics team, The Average Joe’s, Abby Kuespert, Amelia Ostdiek, Heather 
Leany and Seneca Masterson, begin brainstorming ideas during the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology) Robotics Challenge kick-off Saturday at Lake Michigan College.

Robotics teams get medieval

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — This 
year’s FIRST Robotics Challenge 
began with a new theme and more 
instructions than previous compe-
titions.

Hundreds of Southwest Michi-
gan and Indiana high school stu-
dents packed the Mendel Center at 
Lake Michigan College on Satur-
day to tune in for a live televised 
broadcast from FIRST – For In-
spiration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology.

This year’s robotics challenge 
theme was medieval, which threw a 
few curveballs at students who will 
be designing, building and pro-
graming their robots over the next 
six weeks.

Alex Porter and Nolan Annis are 
captains of Berrien Springs’ 
12-member team called Greengi-
neerZ. The two juniors have been 
on the robotics team for three years 
now and said the main difference 
for this year’s challenge is its com-
plexity.

“There’s so much more involved 
in playing and scoring,” Annis said. 
“This is the fi rst year where the 
fi eld can change and be decided by 
audience vote.”

Porter said more will go into the 
competition this year because the 
course will ask for more of the ro-
bots submitted for competition.

In last year’s event, teams were 
instructed to create a robot that 
could pick up recycling totes and 
stack them. The year before that, 
robots were programmed to pick 
up a ball and shoot it.

“This year is crazy because 
there’s a lot to do. Most of the time 
your robot only has to do two 
things,” Porter said. “This one you 
have to be able to go over different 
kinds of bridges, climb and shoot. 
We have to read the rules to fully 

understand the game and to fi gure 
out how to score, especially since 
there is so much going on with this 
game.”

This was Seneca Masterson’s fi rst 
robotics challenge. She joined the 
Average Joe’s this summer, which is 
comprised of more than 40 St. Jo-
seph High School students.

Masterson said she hopes to use 
these skills in college and for fi nd-
ing an internship in engineering. 
Over the next six weeks, from every 
Monday through Thursday – as 
well as Saturdays – the Average 

Members of the Berrien Springs High School robotics team, GreengineerZ, Alex 
Porter, Seth Tygesen and Nolan Annis, review schematics of the game field during 
the kick-off Saturday.

FIRST Robotics Challenge 
gives teams their kits and 
a peek at the game field

See ROBOTICS, page A4

In final State of Union, Obama aims to define his legacy
By JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Out 
of time to push a new legis-
lative agenda, President Ba-
rack Obama will look past 
Congress and to the Ameri-
can people in his fi nal State 
of the Union address, aim-
ing to defi ne his presidency 
and his legacy before others 
can do it for him.

For his seventh address, 
Obama plans to skip the 
traditional list of grand 
proposals, new policies and 
presidential appeals for new 
laws in favor of a broad 
overview of what he has ac-
complished since 2009 and 

what is undone in his fi nal 
year in offi ce.

Aides said the president 
on Tuesday night will give 
his assessment of what the 
country looks like in 2016 
and the direction he hopes 
it will take in the future.

To the extent he can, 
Obama will try to give a 
burst of energy to initiatives 
he is hoping to push past 
beyond the life of his ad-
ministration.  

Advisers who met with 
Obama as he readied his re-
cent executive actions on 
gun control said the presi-
dent gave this guidance: 
“Everything this year 
should be infused with a 

sense of possibility” and 
“don’t take the foot off the 
gas pedal.”

Despite his inevitable 
slide into lame-duck status 
and the partisan politics of 
the election year, Obama is 
emboldened by recent suc-
cesses that formed one of 
the most productive stretch-
es in his presidency.

Over the past year, 
Obama has reached a nu-

clear deal with Iran, re-
launched diplomatic rela-
tions with Cuba, secured a 
global climate pact and an 
Asia-Pacifi c trade deal, and 
negotiated a budget deal 
with the Republican-led 
Congress. Unemployment 
has fallen to 5 percent and 
renewed confi dence in the 
economy has led the Feder-
al Reserve to start raising 
interest rates.

Obama’s chief of staff, 
Denis McDonough, said 
Obama planned in his 
speech to cite those achieve-
ments to argue that “we’ve 
brought America back.”

Mandel Ngan / AP

President Barack Obama delivers his State of the Union address 
last year to a joint session of Congress. Obama’s final State of 
the Union address, scheduled for Tuesday, is an opportunity for 
the president to try to reassure the public about his national 
security stewardship after the terrorism attacks in Paris and 
San Bernardino, Calif.

Inside
■  A guide to help you follow 
the candidates as the 2016 
presidential election unfolds
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By treating the juveniles 
in the home, the department 
is seeing a “tremendous sav-
ings” for the taxpayer, ac-
cording to Don Jardine, 
also a Berrien County pro-
bation supervisor.

Treatment in a residential 
group home can cost as 
much as $300 a day, adding 
up to $80,000 for a full stay, 
Jardine said.

The home-based MST-
PSB program costs between 
$3,000 and $4,000 for three 
to four hours of therapy a 
week, for up to seven 
months.

For the same amount that 
it costs to treat one juvenile, 
the Family Division can 
help four families, Jardine 
said.

Having a child in treat-
ment hundreds of miles 
away can make it difficult 
for families to participate in 
their therapy and recovery, 
Jardine said. Having treat-
ment in the home removes 
that barrier and lays the 
groundwork for continued 
success.

A leap forward
The Family Division has 

worked with Riverwood to 
provide Multi-Systemic 
Therapy for mental health 
and substance abuse issues 
since 2002, with a success 
rate of 80 percent.

The court officials and 
therapists decided in 2013 
to provide the same option 
to juvenile sex offenders, 
which Zars said was a big 
leap forward for the court.

Once referred to the 
court, the juveniles are 
screened by Lincoln Thera-
peutics, in Mishawaka, to 
determine what problems 
they have and if they are ap-
propriate for home treat-
ment.

Zars said those who have 
used excessive force or are 
considered to be predatory 
or potentially violent are 
not eligible for the pro-
gram.

Those with severe mental 
illnesses or cognitive im-
pairment also are not ac-
cepted, and are referred to 
other locations.

Molloy said they always 
err on the side of caution 
when determining whether 

the juvenile can be managed 
within the home. Commu-
nity safety is an important 
consideration, he added.

Zars said a juvenile client 
can be someone who has 
acted out sexually with 
someone in the home or the 
community, or one who has 
been abused themselves.

Juveniles are not left in 
the home where a sexual 
abuse victim still lives unless 
that individual also has re-
ceived therapy, Zars said.

Some juvenile clients live 
with extended family mem-
bers, other caregivers or in 
foster homes while receiving 
treatment, if  it is not possi-
ble for them to stay with 
their parents.

The participation of the 
parents is a key to the pro-
gram, Zars said.

At first, many parents are 
fearful and embarrassed to 
talk about sex offenses that 
might have occurred in their 
home. Some have been in 
denial that such behavior 
has taken place.

“They say, ‘I don’t know 
how to help my child, but I 
don’t want them to go 
away,’” Zars said.

Once treatment is com-
pleted, most are grateful to 
have received help, Zars 
said.

One part of the assistance 
is setting up a safety plan 
within the home. That can 
include safe sleeping ar-
rangements, and even in-
stalling door and window 
monitors and motion detec-
tors to keep tabs on the ju-
veniles in the home.

Having a safety plan in 
place was often a missing 
link for juveniles returning 
from residential treatment, 
until the home-based pro-
gram was initiated, Zars 
said.

Therapists talk to the ju-
venile about appropriate 
sexual behavior, and they 
coach the parents how to 
communicate with their 
children on this topic.

By promoting better com-
munication, the sense of 
shame is reduced and a 
warmer, closer relationship 
can develop, Zars said.

One growing problem 
parents are facing is keep-
ing their kids from sexually 
related materials on the In-
ternet, Zars said. Monitor-
ing this contact has become 
more difficult with the use 

of mobile devices. Sending 
sexually explicit messages 
and photos, or sexting, is 
another growing issue, Zars 
said.

The MST-PSB program 
has proven to be beneficial 
to siblings within the home, 
as well, by allowing them to 
work through their issues 
and not perpetuate the be-
havior.

Those juveniles who are 
treated in a residential set-
ting will get home-based 
therapy once they are re-
leased.

Taking advantage of the 
home-based option at the 
outset is an opportunity to 
bypass a long separation 
and still get the help they 
need.

“I tell them that you can 
see me now, or you can see 
me later,” Zars said.

By the numbers
According to a report is-

sued by Molloy and Jardine 
in November, the age range 
of their 23 MST-PSB clients 
was 12 to 18. The average 
age was 15.

Of those, 22 were male 
and one was female. There 
were 11 white juveniles and 
12 black juveniles enrolled.

There were 13 clients 
from Benton Harbor, mak-
ing up 57 percent of the 
case load, and four from 
Niles. There was one each 
from St. Joseph, Watervliet, 
Three Oaks, Stevensville, 
Baroda and Berrien Center.

Twenty clients completed 
treatment, or 87 percent. 
One did not complete the 
program, and another 
moved away.

Twenty-two have not 

committed another sexually 
related offense, for 96 per-
cent success rate. Juvenile 
sex offenders typically have 
a low recidivism rate, at 
about 5 percent, according 
to Terrie Matthes, intake 
manager with the Family 
Division.

Fifteen of the 23 juveniles 
did not commit another 
non-sexually related crime, 
while eight committed other 
crimes.

Among the siblings, 91 
percent have not had con-
tact with the courts since 
the completion of treat-
ment.

Working together
The major component in 

this success story is the part-
nership with Riverwood, 
the court officials agreed.

That partnership did not 
exist when she started at the 
Family Court, Matthes said, 
and now they have a variety 
of interventions that keep 
kids from getting deeper 
into trouble.

The Riverwood therapists 
work right in the court-
house, making it easier to 
communicate with the pro-
bation officers, Jardine 
said.

Berrien County uses 
blended teams that can ad-
dress a wide range of issues, 
he added.

Matthes said other coun-
ties are contacting Berrien 
about their success with the 
home-based program.

“Other counties are be-
coming interested because 
it has been so successful,” 
Matthes said.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

THERAPY
From page A1

Joe’s will be working on 
their robot after school and 
eating dinner together as a 
team.

“I think it’s really excit-
ing. I’ve said that a million 
times now because I mean 
it,” Masterson said. “I think 
it’s going to be a challenge, 
but I am excited for that 
challenge.”

At 10:30 a.m., teams 
watched a live stream from 
FRC Headquarters, where 
they were told what the 
challenge would encom-
pass.

Once the kits of parts 
were handed out, the 26 
teams began working on de-
signs in Upton Hall. Some 
began sketching their robot 
right away, while other 
teams like the Average Joe’s 
sat down and read the man-
ual before opening their kit.

Teams also were given a 
glimpse of a partial game 
field and game pieces set up 
across the hall.

One look at the partial 
game field and the Berrien 
Springs team began map-
ping out their robot.

“We have a good sense of 

how big they are going to 
be,” Porter said of the game 
field. “It’s more complex, 
but it gives us more to do. 
The most important thing 

for us is determining how 
we can score the most 
points.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

ROBOTICS
From page A1

Don Campbell / HP staff 

Teams view a mock demonstration field during the FIRST Robotics Challenge kick-off at Lake 
Michigan College. Twenty-six high school teams from Allegan, Berrien, Cass, Kent, St. Joseph and 
Van Buren counties in Michigan and Indiana gathered Saturday for the unveiling of this year’s 
robotics challenge.

Mexico willing to extradite drug lord
By E. EDUARDO CASTILLO
and KATHERINE CORCORAN
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Mex-
ico is willing to extradite 
drug lord Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman to the 
United States, a federal law 
enforcement official said 
Saturday, a sharp reversal 
from the official position 
after his last capture in 
2014.

“Mexico is ready. There 
are plans to cooperate with 
the U.S.,” said the official, 
who spoke on condition 
anonymity because he 
wasn’t authorized to com-
ment.

But he cautioned that 
there could be a lengthy 
wait before U.S. prosecu-

tors can get 
their hands 
on Guzman, 
the most-
wanted traf-
ficker who 
was recap-
tured Friday 
after six 
months on 
the run:  “You 
have to go through the judi-
cial process, and the defense 
has its elements too.”

Top officials in the party 
of President Enrique Pena 
Nieto also floated the idea 
of extradition, which they 
had flatly ruled out before 
Guzman’s embarrassing es-
cape from Mexico’s top 
maximum security prison 
on July 11 – his second from 
a Mexican prison.  

“He has a lot of outstand-
ing debts to pay in Mexico, 
but if  it’s necessary, he can 
pay them in other places,” 
said Manlio Fabio Bel-
trones, president of Pena 
Nieto’s Institutional Revo-
lutionary Party.

But even if  Mexican offi-
cials agree, Guzman’s attor-
ney Juan Pablo Badillo told 
the Milenio newspaper that 
the defense already has filed 
six motions to challenge ex-
tradition requests.

“They can challenge the 
judge, challenge the proba-
ble cause, challenge the pro-
cedure,” said Juan Masini, 
former U.S. Department of 
Justice attache at the U.S. 
Embassy in Mexico. “That’s 
why it can take a long time. 
They won’t challenge every-

thing at once ... they can 
drip, drip, milk it that way.”

Guzman, a legendary fig-
ure in Mexico who went 
from a farmer’s son to the 
world’s top drug lord, was 
apprehended after a shoot-
out between gunmen and 
Mexican marines at the 
home in Los Mochis, a sea-
side city in Guzman’s home 
state of Sinaloa.  Five sus-
pects were killed and six 
others arrested. One marine 
was injured.

The operation resulted 
from six months of investi-
gation by Mexican forces, 
who located Guzman in a 
rural part of Durango state 
in October but decided not 
to shoot because he was 
with two women and a 
child, said Mexican Attor-

ney General Arely Gomez.
Following his capture, the 

head of the powerful Si-
naloa Cartel was brought 
to Mexico City’s airport, 
frog-marched to a helicop-
ter before news media, and 
flown back to the same pris-
on he’d fled.

There were immediately 
calls for his quick extradi-
tion, just as there were after 
the February 2014 capture 
of Guzman, who faces 
drug-trafficking charges in 
several U.S. states. At the 
time, Mexico’s government 
insisted it could handle the 
man who had already bro-
ken out of one maximum-
security prison, saying he 
must pay his debt to Mexi-
can society first.

Then-Attorney General 

Jesus Murillo Karam said 
the extradition would hap-
pen only after he finished 
his sentence in Mexico in 
“300 or 400 years.”

Then Guzman escaped 
on July 11 under the noses 
of guards and prison offi-
cials at Mexico’s most se-
cure lock-up, slipping out 
an elaborate tunnel that 
showed the depth of the 
country’s corruption while 
thoroughly embarrassing 
Pena Nieto’s administra-
tion.

He also escaped a differ-
ent maximum-security fa-
cility in 2001 while serving a 
20-year sentence. Lore says 
he hid in a laundry cart, 
though many dispute that 
version. He spent 13 years 
on the lam.

By DAVID RISING
and DOROTHEE THIESING
Associated Press

COLOGNE, Germany 
— Women’s rights activ-
ists, far-right demonstra-
tors and leftwing counter-
protesters took to the 
streets of Cologne on Sat-
urday to voice their opin-
ions in the debate that has 
followed a string of New 
Year’s Eve sexual assaults 
and robberies blamed 
largely on foreigners. 

Amid the heightened 
public pressure, Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s party 
proposed stricter laws reg-
ulating asylum-seekers in 
the country – some 1.1 mil-
lion of whom arrived last 
year.  

Police said that around 
1,700 protesters from the 
anti-Islam PEGIDA move-
ment were kept apart from 
1,300 counter-demonstra-
tors in simultaneous pro-
tests outside the city’s main 
train station. 

PEGIDA members held 
banners with slogans like 
“RAPEfugees not wel-
come” and “Integrate bar-
barity?” while the counter-
protesters pushed the 
message “refugees wel-
come.”

Specifics of the New 
Year’s Eve assaults and 
who were behind them are 
still being investigated. The 
attackers were among 
about 1,000 men gathered 
at Cologne’s central train 
station, some of whom 
broke off into small groups 
and surrounded women, 
groping them and stealing 
their purses, cell phones 
and other belongings, ac-
cording to authorities and 
witness reports. There are 
also two allegations of 
rape.

The PEGIDA demon-
stration Saturday was shut 
down early by authorities 
using water cannons after 
protesters threw firecrack-
ers and bottles at some of 
the 1,700 police on hand. 
Police said four people 
were taken into custody 
but no injuries were imme-
diately reported.

Earlier, hundreds of 

women’s rights activists 
gathered outside Cologne’s 
landmark cathedral to ral-
ly against the New Year’s 
Eve violence.

“It’s about making clear 
that we will not stop mov-
ing around freely here in 
Cologne, and to protest 
against victim bashing and 
the abuse of women,” said 
50-year-old city resident 
Ina Wolf. 

In response to the inci-
dents, Merkel said her 
CDU party on Saturday 
had approved a proposal 
seeking stricter laws regu-
lating asylum seekers. 

Merkel said the propos-
al, which will be discussed 
with her coalition partners 
and would need parlia-
mentary approval, would 
help Germany deport “se-
rial offenders” convicted 
of lesser crimes. 

“This is in the interests 
of the citizens of Germany, 
but also in the interests of 
the great majority of the 
refugees who are here,” 
Merkel told party mem-
bers in Mainz. 

However, she also reiter-
ated her mantra on the 
refugee issue, insisting 
again “we will manage it.”

Bonn University politi-
cal scientist Tilman Mayer 
said he doesn’t see the 
CDU proposal as either a 
change of course, nor one 
likely to dispel many Ger-
mans’ concerns.

“This is just a building 
block in a chain of state-
ments from the govern-
ment and also the chancel-
lor,” he said on Phoenix 
television. 

Though Merkel has de-
cried the assaults as “re-
pugnant criminal acts that 
... Germany will not ac-
cept,” they provide fodder 
for those who have op-
posed her open-door poli-
cy and refusal to set a cap 
on refugee numbers. 

Influential Hamburg 
broadcaster NDR said in 
an opinion piece posted 
online Friday that such 
crimes threaten to push xe-
nophobia toward the 
“middle of the population” 
– which could lead to a 
backlash against refugees.

GUZMAN

Juergen Schwarz / AP

Participants of a women’s  flash mob  demonstrate against 
racism and sexism in Cologne, Germany on Saturday. 

Protests in Cologne 
after assaults; Merkel 
pledges new laws

Call for Details 
200 Kerth, St. Joseph

269-983-MUTT

Classes 
Start the 
Week of  

January 13

C ll f D t

Obedience Classes
Puppy, Beginning, & 

Advanced

Classes are 8 weeks- $80 
Require Up-To-Date 
Rabies & Distemper 

Vaccines.  


