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Each week, The Herald-Palladium publishes photos and infor-
mation about people from the area who are wanted on out-
standing warrants for various alleged felonies. Listed below are 
the name, last known community of residence and charges for 
each of the suspects.The Berrien County Sheriff’s Department 
and Crime Stoppers are providing the information.

WANTED IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Lannie Turner

Lannie Turner (Benton Har-
bor): Home invasion, receiving 
and concealing stolen proper-
ty.

Denise Mark

Denise Lee Mark (Niles): 
Home invasion.

Anthony Anderson

Anthony Bernard Ander-
son (Benton Harbor): Assault 
with intent to murder, armed 
robbery causing serious inju-
ry, possession of a firearm by 
a felon, felony frearm.

Joseph Franklin

Joseph Anttaun Franklin 
(Benton Harbor): Assault by 
strangulation, domestic vio-
lence – third offense, assault 
and battery.

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for information that leads to the arrest of any of 
these people. Callers don’t need to leave a name but will be assigned a code num-
ber. Call 1-800-342-STOP or 288-STOP. This information comes from Crime Stop-
pers and the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. All warrants must be reconfirmed 
before an arrest. To comment on the accuracy of this information, call 269-983-
7141, ext. 4711.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

WATERVLIET — Wa-
tervliet is getting a new 
clerk and treasurer.

Late last year, the City 
Commission approved the 
recommendation of  City 
Manager Emilie Sarratore 

to reduce the 
hours of  the 
treasurer and 
deputy clerk 
from full 
time to part 
time, effec-
tive Jan. 1.

As part of 
that process, 
the positions 

were opened up to new 
applicants – along with 
the clerk’s position – but 
the current employees 
could also apply.

Clerk Dena Yow did ap-

ply, along with six others.
But Yow was not cho-

sen. Friday will be her last 
day. She has been clerk for 
two years.

At the Tuesday night 
commission meeting, the 
commission voted to hire 
Cassopolis Village Clerk 
Tonia Betty. However, the 
plan is to make her part-
time in both the village 
and the city, so she will 
continue on as Cassopolis 
clerk.

Action was recommend-
ed by City Manager Emi-

lie Sarratore of  LaGrow 
Consulting. Sarratore is 
also village manager in 
Cassopolis.

Betty has been Cass-
opolis’ clerk for a year. 
Before that she worked 
with the city of  Benton 
Harbor for four years, 
and was deputy finance 
director for the last two 
years she was there. Bet-
ty, of  Berrien Springs, 
has a master’s degree in 
business administration 
from Andrews University 
and a bachelor’s degree 

in accounting from An-
drews.

“She’s great at budget-
ing and cost controls,” 
Sarratore said.

Betty’s salary will be 
split between Cassopolis 
and Watervliet, Sarratore 
said. The estimated annu-
al salary in total will be 
$32,000 to $42,000, based 
on 40-60 hours a week, so 
the city should be respon-
sible for about half  of 
that, though it’s still being 
studied, Sarratore said.

Meanwhile, Watervliet 

Treasurer Pam Loyd did 
not apply for her job when 
it was posted as a part-
time position.

Three people applied, 
but all withdrew. For now, 
Betty will help with city 
treasury duties, Sarratore 
said.

Deputy Clerk Becky 
Cagle remains at City 
Hall, but her hours have 
been cut to part-time and 
her position has been re-
named office assistant.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Watervliet sharing clerk with Cassopolis
Tonia Betty also  
will help city  
with finances

BETTY

mass incarceration. Other 
topics throughout the weeks 
will be how to break the cy-
cles of drug abuse, “baby 
mama drama” and high 
school dropouts.

There will be several mu-
sical guests, speakers and a 
rap cypher, he said.

He said admission is free 
and registration is at the 
door. More information 
can be found at www.
gymconference.org.

Montgomery said the 

march is for anyone who 
wants to see young men 
succeed in the community.

Last year, more than 200 
people marched on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. This 
year, he said they changed 
the march to Saturday to 
hopefully draw a bigger 
crowd.

“Everyone doesn’t have 
the MLK holiday off,” he 
said.

Several busloads of stu-
dents from Andrews Uni-
versity are expected to 
march Saturday.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

MARCH
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on deciding whether to buy 
the Frank Brunacci proper-
ty at 306 South Niles, a 
street which runs north and 
south on the east side of the 
courthouse square. 

Cultra said there’s a pos-
sibility there’s an encroach-
ment on a neighboring par-
cel, which he wants checked 
by a survey. The negotiated 
purchase price on the 
Brunacci property is also 
$76,000.

Protest letter
In other matters, commis-

sioners elected to write a 
protest letter to local legis-
lators against proposed 
House Bills 4947 through 
4966.

“The state legislature is 
wanting to move 17-year-
olds from the adult justice 
system to the juvenile jus-
tice system,” Cultra said. 
This has actually been done 
in some states with success, 
but there’s a catch with 
these bills.

“What they’re not doing 
is moving the money to cov-
er it,” Cultra said. 

If the bills become law, 
they could potentially cost 
the county $250,000. This 
would mean other programs 
would have to be cut. Cul-
tra said it’s a way for the 
state to move costs down to 
the counties.

Most county boards are 

opposed to the bills based 
on that factor, Cultra said.

Intervention grant
Commissioners accepted 

a $132,996 grant from the 
state Department of Health 
and Human Services to ex-
pand programs for delin-
quent children.

“Historically, in mental 
health and in child care pro-
gramming, oftentimes it’s 
dealt with just the child,” 
Cultra said. 

The grant, which Cultra 
called “seed money,” will 
expand those offerings to 
include treating the child’s 
entire family. Instead of just 
throwing them back, Cultra 
said, therapists can deal 
with the family situation, 
which may have been a fac-
tor in the child getting into 
trouble in the first place.

“This could have a posi-
tive impact on kids and on 
our bottom line,” Cultra 
said.

Loan approved
In another matter, com-

missioners approved a 
$150,000 loan from the 
county’s Economic Devel-
opment Corp. to New Age/
Landmark Mobile Labora-
tory of South Haven for ex-
pansion.

According to the compa-
ny’s website, it provides mo-
bile chemical laboratories 
capable of going anywhere 
in the country for agricul-
tural and food safety test-
ing.

COURTHOUSE
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Paw Paw

Sententences

Larceny
Frank Dizonno Jr., 44, Por-

tage, Mich., 90 days jail with 
credit for 66 days and ordered 
to pay restitution, state fees, 
attorney fees and a crime vic-
tim’s rights fee and placed on 
probation for 2 years, includ-
ing KPEP, for larceny in a 
building in November in 
Antwerp Township. 

April Hogue, 36, homeless, 
34 days jail with credit for 34 
days and ordered to pay resti-
tution, state fees and a crime 
victim’s rights fee for larceny 
in a building in October in 
Lawton.

Drugs 
Dana White, 31, Lawrence, 

15 days jail with credit for 15 

days and ordered to pay resti-
tution, state fees, attorney 
fees and a crime victim’s 
rights fee for purchasing/pos-
sessing pseudoephedrine to 
make methamphetamine in 
June in South Haven Town-
ship.

Joseph Featherstone, 26, 
Hartford, 210 days jail with 
credit for 81 days and ordered 
to pay state fees, attorney 
fees and a crime victim’s 
rights fee for purchasing/pos-
sessing pseudoephedrine to 
make methamphetamine in 
October in Antwerp Township.

Theft
Angala Morse, 40, Lawton, 

32 days jail with credit for 2 
days to be served through the 
Weekend Work Alternative 
Project and ordered to pay 
state fees, attorney fees and 
a crime victim’s rights fee and 

placed on probation for 18 
months for stealing/retaining 
a financial transaction device 
without consent in June in 
Bangor.

Drunken driving 
Timothy Baggett, 56, South 

Bend, 23 months to 5 years 
prison with credit for 64 days 
and ordered to pay state fees 
and a crime victim’s rights fee 
for operating while intoxicat-
ed – third offense in Novem-
ber in Waverly Township.

Richard Frank, 26, Lawton, 
180 days jail with credit for 
67 days and ordered to pay 
restitution, state fees, attor-
ney fees and a crime victim’s 
rights fee and placed on pro-
bation for 24 months, includ-
ing the Swift and Sure Sanc-
tions Program, for operating 
while intoxicated – third 
offense and aggravated 

assault in November 2015 in 
Paw Paw. 

In another file he was sen-
tenced to 180 days jail with 
credit for 65 days and placed 
on probation for 24 months, 
including the Swift and Sure 
Sanctions Program, concur-
rent with the previous sen-
tence and ordered to pay 
state fees, restitution, attor-
ney fees and a crime victim’s 
rights fee for delivery/manu-
facture of marijuana in Octo-
ber 2015 in Lawton.

Assault
Derek McKissack, 25, Paw 

Paw, 14 months to 5 years 
prison with credit for 74 days 
and ordered to pay state fees 
and a crime victim’s rights fee 
for two counts of assault of a 
prison employee in October in 
Paw Paw.

VAN BUREN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Watermark in August.
After the meeting, Cock-

ell said commercial dis-
tricts give tax abatements 
for the selling of items but 
can’t be applied to manu-
facturing. He said Water-
mark needs both districts 

because it will make its 
own beer.

Schaul said the brewery 
will be in a prefabricated 
steel building, which will 
take about five weeks to 

erect. He said the 
5,000-square-foot building 
will be half  for brewing 
and half  for the tap room.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

BREWERY
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Lake Michigan College 
will host a series of free 
events honoring Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in South 
Haven and Benton Town-
ship, the college an-
nounced.

On Monday, LMC will 
host its 21st annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Breakfast 
Celebration and Awards 
Ceremony at The Mendel 
Center. The college will an-
nounce the recipient of its 
15th annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Diversity Award.

The event is free and 
open to the public. Break-
fast begins at 7:45 a.m. The 
ceremony runs 8-9:30 a.m. 
followed by an invitation 
to participate in a commu-
nity service project benefit-
ting local food pantries.

Guests are asked to 
RSVP by contacting Kathy 
Tebell at 927-6197 or  
tebell@lakemichigancol 
lege.edu by Friday.

Speakers include U.S. 
Rep. Fred Upton and di-
versity consultant Danny 
E. Sledge. Musical selec-
tions will be performed by 
All God’s Children Com-

munity Choir, the LMC 
Concert Choir and the 
ISM Youth Choir.

A Day of Service event 
will be 10-11 a.m. Monday 
at South Haven High 
School followed by a lun-
cheon at 11:30 a.m.

Students and volunteers 
from the community are 
invited to help members of 
the South Haven Diversity 
Coalition prepare two tons 
of rice for distribution to 
five area food pantries.

The luncheon will in-
clude state Rep. Aric Nes-
bitt and is sponsored by 
South Haven Public 
Schools. It will include 
South Haven High School 
student presentations on 
King’s impact on the com-
munities he lived in and the 
traits he wanted to instill in 
those communities.

RSVP to Jeremy Burle-
son at 637-7514 or  
burleson@lakemichigan 
college.edu.

The film “Selma” was be 
shown at 12:15 p.m. and 
3:15 p.m. at LMC’s Napier 
Avenue Campus in the 
Brown Lecture Hall in 

D-105 on the Richard J. 
Pappas Student Service 
Center lower level.

At noon Wednesday will 
be a Race Relations Coun-
cil Forum on “Confronting 
Racial Stereotypes, Preju-
dice, and Discrimination.” 
It will be at LMC’s Napier 
Avenue Campus in the 
Brown Lecture Hall. At-
tendees are encouraged to 
participate in the discus-
sions and bring a lunch.

“Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day is an important 
opportunity to revisit the 
lessons and inspiration of 
this great leader,” said 
Lake Michigan College 
President, Dr. Jennifer 
Spielvogel. “LMC is hon-
ored to provide the time 
and space for students, 
employees, and communi-
ty members to reflect on 
the historical impact of 
Dr. King, as well as the 
continued timeliness of 
his philosophies.” 

For more information 
about MLK Jr. events at 
LMC, contact Kathy Te-
bell at 927-6197 or tebell@ 
lakemichigancollege.edu.

LMC sets King Day events 
through Wednesday

Farmers in the St. Joseph 
River watershed can apply 
for conservation financial 
assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
for implementing new con-
servation practices on their 
land, the USDA an-
nounced.

The USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) is accepting 
applications for financial 
assistance through the Re-
gional Conservation Part-
nership Program.

The watershed includes 
parts of Cass, Van Buren 
and Berrien counties.

“The USDA, along with 
our state and local part-
ners, are helping farmers 
protect the natural resourc-
es of the St. Joseph River 
watershed by incorporat-
ing practices that protect 

natural resources while 
maintaining or improving 
production,” said USDA 
State Conservationist Gar-
ry Lee.

Designated conservation 
practices include cover 
crops, nutrient manage-
ment plans, grassed water-
ways, irrigation water man-
agement, prescribed 
grazing, filter strips, stream 
habitat improvement and 
residue management. Ap-
plications may be submit-
ted at local NRCS offices. 
Applications received by 
Feb. 19 and March 18 will 
be considered for 2016 
funding. Farmers are en-
couraged to begin the ap-
plication process as soon as 
possible.

The Michigan/Indiana 
St. Joseph River Watershed 
Conservation Partnership 

Program was selected for 
funding through the USDA 
Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program. 

The partnership includes 
a number of partner orga-
nizations, including Indian 
tribes, led by NRCS and 
the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. Partner or-
ganizations will assist in 
promoting conservation to 
landowners and monitor-
ing the impact of conserva-
tion practices implemented 
through the program.

For more information 
about conservation finan-
cial assistance available 
through the Michigan/In-
diana St. Joseph River Wa-
tershed Conservation Part-
nership Program, visit the 
NRCS Michigan website at 
www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov.

Ag conservation grants 
offered for SJ River watershed

Fire guts  
Benton Twp. house

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A Benton Township 
house was heavily dam-
aged Monday in a fire that 
started in the area of a 
clothes dryer.

Benton Township fire-
fighters were called just be-
fore 4 a.m. to 7121 E. Em-
pire Ave., a modular home 
owned by Jerry Culbreath. 
The occupants were alerted 
by smoke alarms and ev-
eryone escaped.

Culbreath told firefight-
ers he saw fire behind the 
washer and dryer as he was 
exiting the house.

Damage is estimated at 
$80,000 to the structure 
and $20,000 to contents.

Firefighters were at the 
scene until about 6:30 a.m. 
Benton Township firefight-
ers were assisted by Sister 
Lakes Fire Department.

Service animal law 
includes ID, patch 

LANSING (AP) — A 
new Michigan law will up-
date service animal rules 
and give veterans and oth-
ers with disabilities the op-
tion to register for a state 
ID along with a patch to be 
affixed to their animal’s 
vest, easing their entry into 
businesses and other public 
accommodations.

State civil rights officials 
and lawmakers promoted 
the law, which takes effect 
Monday, at a Wednesday 
news conference in Lan-
sing. The ID card and 
patch are voluntary, and 
federal law protects the use 
of trained service animals. 

“But with registration 
comes the peace of mind 
of knowing that when you 
enter a public accommoda-
tion, the state of Michigan 
is by your side,” said Agus-
tin Arbulu, director of the 
state Department of Civil 
Rights.

The law aligns Michigan 
with newer federal rules, 
provides a free ID and 
patch, requires the state to 
receive reports from people 
who encounter problems 
using a service animal or 
who suspect others of 
falsely saying they have a 
service animal and allows 
violations to be referred to 
law enforcement.
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