
Herald Palladium 01/08/2016 Page : A04

Copyright (c)2016 The Herald-Palladium 01/08/2016 January 11, 2016 9:35 am (GMT +5:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

A4 – FRIDAY, January 8, 2016 LOCAL & STATE The Herald-Palladium

Core concerns
By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

EAU CLAIRE — From 
concerns about textbooks 
mentioning Islam to ques-
tions about Common Core 
standards, there was plenty 
of discussion Wednesday 
night at the Eau Claire 
school board’s workshop 
session about curriculum. 

Nearly 40 people attend-
ed the two-hour meeting in 
the Eau Claire High School 
media center to ask ques-
tions and raise concerns. 
Board members promised 
to hold at least one more 
meeting to address the is-
sues.

Parent Lance Reeves was 
among those raising ques-
tions about students being 
taught about Islam in the 
classroom. 

“If my kids have to read 
about Muslims, I’m not 
having it,” he said. 

“Are you going to address 
the Islam issue?” he asked 
board members. “This is 
what scares me to death as a 
combat veteran. ... I’m here 
for one reason and it’s the 
kids. You (the board) are 
the chain of command. 
They’re teaching Islam to 
the kids, and you didn’t do 
anything until the media 

was involved.”
Chris Peters has grand-

children in the school dis-
trict and said she was con-
cerned about elementary 
school students being given 
materials that are not age-
appropriate. She also ques-
tioned students being 
taught about Islam and not 
other religions.

Islam wasn’t the concern 
for other parents. Paul Bro-
vant questioned how stu-
dents are learning math. He 
presented a math problem 
and said the Common Core 
standards seem to care 
more about the process 
than whether someone has 
the right answer.

“What was wrong with 
the old math? It got us to 
the moon,” he said. “A stu-
dent can have the right an-
swer and get only one out 
of four points. That’s only 
25 percent and that’s fail-
ing. ... If  a student shows 
their process and gets the 
wrong answer they get more 
points than someone who 
has the right answer but 
didn’t show their process.

“It seems like we’re 
against Common Core and 
the board is for it,” Brovant 
said. “How do we modify 
that?”

Parent Arthur Keene told 
board members “we’re ab-
solutely pleading for help.” 

He said teachers need 
more support in implement-
ing the new curriculum. He 
said “curriculum alone 

won’t bring up scores” and 
work needs to be done to 
improve attitudes and be-
havior in the classroom. 

The curriculum contro-
versy began last month 
when parents came to the 
board with concerns about 
new curriculum material, 
including rumors students 
were required to memorize 
an Islamic prayer. That ru-
mor proved false.

The Engage New York 
curriculum was adopted by 
the district this fall after a 
state audit showed that their 
previous curriculum didn’t 
meet Common Core stan-
dards.

Superintendent David 
Gray and district staff  ex-
plained how the curricu-
lum was chosen by the dis-
trict’s curriculum council 
as well as the need for the 
new curriculum. Gray said 
the district’s state test 
scores have been low and 
warned of  the district be-
coming a state “priority” 
school for special attention 
if  the downward trend 
continued.

Eau Claire  
parents question 
curriculum moves If my kids have to read 

about Muslims, I’m not hav-
ing it.

LANCE REEVES
Eau Claire parent concerned 
about district curriculum

LMC to kick off robotics challenge

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Lake Michigan 
College is set to host the 
robotics challenge debut 
for high school students 
Saturday.

During the live tele-
vised broadcast from 
FIRST – For Inspiration 
and Recognition of  Sci-
ence and Technology – 
this year’s robotics chal-
lenge will be revealed to 
teams of  high school stu-
dents who will design, 
build and program robots 
over the next six-weeks.

Team check-in is at 9 
a.m. in the LMC Mendel 
Center Grand Upton 
Hall at 2755 E. Napier 
Ave. in Benton Township. 
At 10:30 a.m., teams will 

get the live feed from 
FRC Headquarters via 
Comcast.

At 11:30 a.m., the kits 
of  parts will be distribut-
ed. The Upton Hall will 
remain open for teams to 
work on their projects.

Teams will be able to 
view a partial game field 
and game pieces set up in 
secret that will be re-
vealed at the kickoff 
event. The 2016 competi-
tion game rules and ob-
jectives will then be an-
nounced.

The 26 teams will also 
receive their kits of  parts 
to begin designing and 
building their robots for 
competition. Completed 
robots will later be judged 
in a district, state and 
global competition.

Registered students 

and teams will be from 
Allegan, Berrien, Cass, 
Kent, St. Joseph and Van 
Buren counties. A team 
from South Bend will 
also take part. Among 
these teams, more than 
300 students and mentors 
will be in attendance.

FIRST is an internation-
al nonprofit K-12 organi-
zation that designs pro-
grams to encourage 
students to pursue inter-
ests in math, science, tech-
nology and engineering 
through education and ca-
reer opportunities. The 
FIRST robotics program 
allows students to learn 
from professional engi-
neers and qualify for near-
ly $25 million in college 
scholarships each year.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

High school robotics teams to begin 6-week challenge Saturday

Young said he not only 
teaches the students about 
science, but he teaches them 
to be independent learners. 
He said it’s important for 
both the teachers and the 
students to study outside the 
classroom.

“The baseline for having 
Ecotek in the school system 
is to build that culture,” he 
said.

This year, he said he would 
like to teach in Benton Harbor 
schools for four months to 
make an even bigger difference.

“In that schedule, I can in-
clude field trips,” he said.

Teaching science is about 
more than doing well on the 
science portion of the M-
STEP, he said.

“Science is the foundation 
of where the world is going,” 
he said. “... We’ve got to push 
not only for M-STEP, but 
we’ve got to push for the cul-
ture of science.”

He said once the culture is 
there, scores will improve.

Young said there are nu-
merous science competitions 
he would like to get Benton 
Harbor students involved in.

“That doesn’t mean they 
have to win ... but you have 
to be there. You can’t win if  
you’re not in the game,” he 
said. “You can’t play. You 
can’t even get a point without 

being in the game.”
After the meeting, board 

President Sharon James said 
she’s impressed by Young.

“My grandson was part of 
that cohort at Morton,” she 
said. “It was like magic. He 
took kids who were having 
issues and not only awakened 
and caused them to be ener-
gized and wanting to partici-
pate, it gave them a confi-
dence that I don’t think 
otherwise they would have 
gotten.”

She said she watched him 
teach her grandson.

“You have to see it to be-
lieve it,” she said. “It’s like 
he takes a person that’s in 
a coma and wakes them 
up.”

She said how much the 
program costs and how it 
could be paid for will be dis-
cussed Tuesday.

Young said the science 
portion of the M-STEP 
was a lot harder in the 
spring because it is based 
on applications instead of 
concepts.

Statewide, he said, only 12 
percent of third grade stu-
dents, 23 percent of seventh 
grade students and 29 per-
cent of 11th grade students 
tested proficient.

“That is a huge shift down-
ward,” he said. “... A labora-
tory environment is really 
what we want to see.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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plans to invest $6 million in 
the plant and add up to 100 
jobs paying between $20 and 
$25 an hour, Fette said. The 
project is slated to be com-
pleted within a year.

The existing building was 
constructed in the 1960s and 
was operated by Consoli-
dated Can Co., which made 
sheet metal cans until 1995.

Greentree Composite 
leased the property for 
composite lumber produc-
tion until 2010. The build-
ing has been vacant since 
then. Kinney Properties 
purchased the property in 
2013 as an investment.

An environmental as-
sessment conducted last 
year found contaminants 
on the site. Fette said it is 
believed that the contami-
nants were created while 
Consolidated Can operat-
ed, and that Hanson is not 
liable for their presence.

Fette called this a “text-
book brownfield project,” 
in which a contaminated 
property is cleaned up and 
a new business and jobs 
are added.

In addition to the added 
employment, the expan-
sion is expected to increase 
the taxable value of the 
property from $508,000 to 
$1 million, and the taxable 
value is projected to be 
$1.2 million by 2013.

The new taxes will be 
shared between Berrien 
County, Lake Michigan 
College, Berrien RESA 
and St. Joseph Township.

The agreement’s length is 
15 years. If the new taxable 

value is greater than expect-
ed, the costs will be reim-
bursed at a faster rate and 
the duration of the agree-
ment will be shortened.

The St. Joseph Township 
Board unanimously ap-
proved the agreement 
Monday, Fette said.

Hanson Systems will 
spend $68,000 on demoli-
tion at the site, and $69,000 
for the environmental 
clean-up and monitoring, 
among other expenses.

The company is looking 
at buying three adjacent 
parcels in Shoreham, 
which provide an entrance 
and exit to the property 
but are not part of the de-
velopment plan. If the 
properties become part of 
a future expansion, the 
brownfield agreement 
could be amended with the 
agreement of Shoreham 
officials, Fette said.

The three properties were 
part of a zoning dispute 
between Shoreham and 
owner Jack Kinney, that 
was settled last month.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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with no open space. 
Hopefully, now that we 
are at the American Le-
gion, we will have a more 
permanent setting.”

The state limits municipal-
ities on where they can sta-
tion the ballots.

A polling place must be 
in a publicly owned build-
ing, like schools or fire de-
partments. Loar-Porter 
said they can also be hosted 
by nonprofit organizations 
exempt from the federal in-
come tax.

Voting carousal
The 3rd Precinct voting lo-

cation has changed frequent-
ly in recent years.

In addition to the previous 
two churches, Loar-Porter said 
the township used to station 
the ballots at schools. However, 
because of school safety regu-
lations the township was forced 
to move again.

“We would normally hold 
them in the gyms, but they 
would never have entry ways 
or exits,” Loar-Porter said. 
“They couldn’t have any 
grown-ups walking through 
the school during the day, so 
we made a switch.

Out of Lincoln Township’s 

six precinct voting locations, 
two are in municipal build-
ings and two are churches. 
Loar-Porter said there is a 
seventh precinct used to pro-
cess absentee ballots.

Loar-Porter said that when 
she began her search she re-
membered that the town-
ship’s firefighters have their 
banquet regularly at the 
American Legion. Loar-Por-
ter said the township has sent 
information notifying resi-
dents of the new change.

“I have one of the area’s 
most precincts,” Loar-Porter 
said. “It’s hard to find six 
buildings that fall under the 
criteria. We can’t pay or rent 

for a building.”
Legion post bar manager 

Pam Smith said she and Legion 
members were more than hap-
py to provide a service to the 
community. Smith said a meet-
ing among executive board 
members had to be set before 
they could agree to anything.

“American Legion Post 
568 is proud to support our 
community and veterans,” 
she said. “We work within 
the community leaders to 
promote veteran issue aware-
ness, both locally and nation-
wide. It’s an honor to be a 
part of the voting process.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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IN BRIEF
Free forum slated  
on race matters

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Constructive ways to 
confront racial stereotypes, 
prejudice and discrimination 
is the topic of a Jan. 20 fo-
rum at Lake Michigan Col-
lege, organizers announced.

The Race Relations Coun-

cil is hosting the 1:30 p.m. 
forum in the Brown Lecture 
Hall. The free forum is open 
to everyone in Southwest 
Michigan. 

The panel will present 
principles for constructive 
confrontation and will il-
lustrate principles with 
specific examples. There 
will be ample opportunity 

for questions and discus-
sion.

The panelists will be Race 
Relations Council members 
Dr. Larry Feldman, Sandy 
Feldman, Rommel Johnson 
and Sekenah Tennison, and 
the Rev. Maurice McAfee, 
pastor of New Bethel Bap-
tist Church and president of 
the Twin City NAACP.

“What I’m going to argue 
is that there’s one contingency 
plan here that I’ll stand be-
hind that allows Benton Har-
bor to grow and to recover 
and to exist and have consis-
tency,” he said. “The other 
plan, we’re going to cut our 
throats. We’re going to shoot 
ourselves in the foot.”

Several board members 
said the district has already 
tried adding seventh and 
eighth grades to the high 
school and parents didn’t 
like it. Board President 
Sharon James said parents 
showed their dislike by tak-
ing their children out of the 
school district.

“I cannot support the 

grade configuration in Con-
tingency II,” she said.

Weatherspoon said clos-
ing Montessori Academy is 
estimated to save the dis-
trict almost $63,000 a year. 
But more than that, he said 
it’s the oldest building and 
in need of the most repairs. 
If  it stays open, he said 
there is $500,000 worth of 
work that needs to be done 
to keep the heat on.

He said closing the Kin-
dergarten Discovery Center 
is estimated to save the dis-
trict $144,000 a year. He 
said moving the adminis-
tration offices into one of 
the school buildings would 
save $15,600 a year.

He said closing STEAM 
would save another $92,000. 
But that plan comes with 
extra costs, he said.

Curriculum and Grant 
Director Patricia Robin-
son, the former principal 
for prekindergarten and 
kindergarten, said it takes 
at least six months to get 
prekindergarten rooms cer-
tified by the state because 
they have special require-
ments. Moving those rooms 
to Hull would take time 
and add costs.

Weatherspoon said there 
would be additional costs 
at the high school to get it 
configured to keep the sev-
enth and eighth grade stu-
dents separate from the 
other students. But he said 
that’s impossible because 
the school only has one 
lunch room and one gym.

Weatherspoon and Con-
sent Agreement Consultant 
Cynthia LaGrow gave trust-

ees a better picture of how 
many full-time students the 
state is paying for to attend 
the school district.

LaGrow said the number 
of students physically in 
the buildings is different 
from the number of full-
time students the state is 
paying for because some 
students are only in the dis-
trict part-time.

After the meeting, Chief 
Financial Officer Scott John-
son said the district is receiv-
ing funding for 229 fewer 
students than last year. At 
$7,391 per student, that adds 
up to almost $1.7 million less 
in revenue, he said.

This fall’s official student 
count is 2,203 students, he 
said.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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adopted, she said.
In November, the coun-

cil adopted a six-month 
moratorium on new, large 
homes being built with 
short-term vacation rent-
als in mind. It requires 
the planners to do site 
plan reviews of  certain, 
large new homes.

Action was recom-
mended by the planners, 
and was spurred by the 
construction of  a large 
new house on Cass Street 
that was built for the pri-
mary purpose of  being 
used for short-term rent-
als.

During the planners’ 
meeting Thursday night, 
resident John Lohrstorfer 
said he thinks the mini-
mum rental should be set 
at a week, not two days; 
and there should be a 
10-occupancy limit on 
renters. He also urged 
that no rental properties 
be grandfathered under 
the new ordinance.

In a related matter, the 
planners voted to deny 
approval of  building per-
mits for a proposed, new 
7,371-square-foot home 
at 134 North Shore Drive, 
in the RM-1 residential 
district.

The home would have 
10 bedrooms and nine 
toilets.

Owner Michael Burnett 
of  Chicago admitted the 
house would not be used 
as his primary residence, 
and there would be short-
term rentals there.

Paull used the duck 
analogy for the house.

“If  it quacks like a 
duck, walks like a duck 
and looks like a duck, it is 
a duck,” Paull said. “It’s a  
commercial business. It’s 
a lodging facility. This vi-

olates the intention of 
our moratorium.

“We have a moral re-
sponsibility beyond sim-
ply the administration of 
the law. We have the abil-
ity to interpret it, or at 
least act on behalf  of  the 
citizenry.”

The building permit ap-
plication came Nov. 12, 
just days before the mora-
torium went into effect.

The city had errone-
ously issued building per-
mits for the property, but 
rescinded them after it 
was discovered that a 
Planning Commission 
site review is required for 
new contraction in the 
RM-1 district, Anderson 
said.

Contact: alersten@theHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten
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If it quacks like a duck, walks like a duck, 
and looks like a duck, it is a duck. It’s a 
commercial business. It’s a lodging facility. 
This violates the intention of our moratorium.

DAVE PAULL
South Haven planning commission chairman
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