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Spielvogel’s sense of know

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP — In 
some ways, the life of  Lake 
Michigan College’s new presi-
dent reads like a classic slice of 
Main Street USA.

“My parents owned a little 
weekly (newspaper) for 42 
years,” Jennifer Spielvogel re-
called Wednesday. “She was the 
editor, he was the publisher. We 
lived above the newspaper in an 
apartment for many years – right 
on Main Street, Stryker, Ohio. 
They were high school sweet-
hearts. They lived a house apart 
in Elwood City, Penn., and 
shared a paper route when they 
were children.”

Eventually, Spielvogel’s father, 
Regis, decided it was time for he 
and his wife, Lee, to leave El-
wood City – where he worked 
for its daily newspaper – and 
buy one of  his own, which he 
accomplished at 29.

“That town I grew up in only 
had 1,200 people,” Spielvogel 
said. “But I know the small town 
atmosphere, and the communi-
ty, and (how) everybody knows 
each other. Sometimes, that’s 
good, sometimes that’s bad, but 
I recognize that – knowing your 
neighbors, knowing the people 
in town. Everybody’s been so 
nice ever since I got here.”

Spielvogel said she believes 
that her small town roots and 
passion for what community 
colleges do will serve her well as 
Lake Michigan College’s presi-
dent.

“It just feels really very com-
fortable – small town, nice insti-
tution on the move, lots of  en-
ergy around the projects that are 
going on,” she said, settling into 
her first week on the job.

Spielvogel got her first glimpse 
of  that energy several years ago 
when she consulted LMC about 
institutional effectiveness – an 
issue she’s focused on for much 
of  her career.

“They (LMC) were trying to 
figure out, ‘What kind of  insti-
tutional research office might 
we need?’ So when the presiden-
cy came open, I thought, ‘Is that 
a possibility? I know the college 
a little bit,’” she said.

Spielvogel comes to LMC 
from Cuyahoga Community 
College, where she served as vice 
president of  evidence and inqui-
ry since 2007. She replaced Bob 

Harrison, who retired last De-
cember after leading LMC since 
2009.

At Cuyahoga, Spielvogel 
worked in an environment that 
included 3,000 employees and 
30,000 students spread across 
four campuses in the Cleveland 
area.  

Spielvogel’s job required ana-
lyzing data and breaking it down 
into simple terms for Cuyaho-

ga’s president, Alex Johnson – 
to help him decide what types of 
projects the college would rally 
around, she said.

“At Cuyahoga, it really was 
about the metrics. He would 
pick five or six things every se-
mester, or at the end of  every 
year, that we would look at,” 
Spielvogel said. “He was very 
comfortable coming down to my 
office and saying, ‘Can we really 

do this? Can we get to this num-
ber?’”

More two- and four-year col-
leges are adding similar posi-
tions, out of  recognition it’s im-
portant to have someone who 
can interpret data properly, 
Spielvogel said.

“I’d never been to a commu-
nity college until I started at 

John Madill / HP Correspondent

Jennifer Spielvogel, who had been dean of evidence and inquiry at Cuyahoga Community  College in Cleveland, Ohio, 
is the new president of Lake Michigan College.

Committee to 
study county  
animal control
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The Berrien 
County Board of Commissioners 
will form a committee to study the 
operations of the animal control 
department, which has been hit by 
complaints from residents for sev-
eral months.

In June the department will 
move into a new facility, now un-
der construction, and the county’s 
attorney, James McGovern, is re-
viewing the ordinance governing 
its operations.

County Commissioner Bill 
Chickering said Thursday that the 
Administration Committee decid-
ed it is a good time to evaluate the 
animal control department’s facili-
ties and its policies and procedures, 
and the full board agreed.

Chickering said it will be up to 
the committee to determine the 
scope of the study and how it will 
gather information.

It also will be up to the commit-
tee to decide whether it will seek 
insights from animal welfare ex-
perts, such as veterinarians, and 
residents, and whether the meet-
ings will be open to the public, 
Chickering said.

The appointees of the three-
member committee are likely to be 
named next week. Board Chair-
man Jon Hinkelman said the com-
mittee will probably include mem-
bers from the Administration, 

Plea 
reached  
in drug 
death case

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — A Hagar Town-
ship man has admitted to his role 
in causing the death of 29-year-old 
Taylor Elzey before he and anoth-
er man dumped her body in a field 
in October 2014.

Stevie Viel, 50, pleaded guilty in 
Berrien County Tri-
al Court Wednes-
day to a charge of 
manslaughter, a 15-
year felony. In a 
plea deal with pros-
ecutors, a charge of 
delivery of a con-
trolled substance 
causing death was 
reduced to man-
slaughter. The de-
livery charge would have carried a 
penalty of up to life in prison, Ber-
rien Assistant Prosecutor Patricia 
Ceresa said.

Viel was accused of providing 
heroin and cocaine to Elzy, who 
died Oct. 3, 2014, at an apartment 
in Hagar Township. Her body was 
found in a field in Benton Town-
ship after Shannon Barber of Ben-
ton Harbor went to police five days 
later. He told police that he and 

Viel convicted  
of manslaughter,  
helped dump body

St. Joseph school board vice president resigns

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — St. Joseph 
school board Vice President Ta-
mara Patrick is slated to resign 
Jan. 15 after several years on the 
panel.

Patrick accepted a job that re-
quires her to move out of state. 
Patrick’s current term expires in 
2018.

Superintendent Ann Cardon 
and board President Amy Por-
ritt-Peirce released a joint state-

ment in response 
to Patrick’s depar-
ture.

“I am sad to see 
Tammy leave our 
school board. She 
has been a great 
asset to us and al-
ways brought pro-
found insights and 
ideas to the table,” 
Cardon said. “Tammy’s profes-
sional and educational back-
ground has been tremendously 
helpful on so many levels and 
she will be hard to replace. Per-
sonally, I have grown immensely 
as a professional through my in-
teractions with Tammy and will 
miss her very much.”

Porritt-Peirce added: “Tammy 

was a passionate board member 
who provided a very thoughtful 
approach with valuable insights 
on a variety of disciplines in ed-
ucation. We will certainly miss 
Tammy’s leadership and com-
mitment to the health and well-
being of St. Joseph Public 
Schools. We wish Tammy the 
very best.”

According to Herald-Palladi-
um archives, Patrick replaced 
two-term incumbent Bill Schalk 
when she was first elected to the 
board in 2009.

The board held its lone Janu-
ary board meeting Monday, but 
also met for a special meeting 
Wednesday to discuss replacing 
Patrick.

Those interested in filling the 

position can pick up an applica-
tion from the central office at 
3275 Lincoln Ave., in St. Joseph.

Applications are due by 3 p.m 
Jan. 25 at the central office. Car-
don said the board expects to 
have the next board member in 
place by Feb. 8, which is the 
board’s next regular meeting. 
The board also has a study ses-
sion Feb. 1.

Applicants who can qualify 
for the board’s open position 
must be a U.S. resident, at least 
18 years old, a Michigan resident 
for at least 30 days and a resident 
in the St. Joseph School District 
by Feb. 1. Applicants are not re-
quired to be property owners.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Patrick leaves for  
new job, school district 
seeks replacement

VIEL

See PLEA, page A10

See COMMITTEE, page A10

PATRICK

Educated guesses  
not good enough for  
new LMC president

See LMC, Page A10
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .30º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .18º
Record High . . . . . . 51º in 1965
Record Low . . . . . .-10º in 1988
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.16"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.56"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 0.16"
Normal year to date . . . . . 0.56"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:13 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:31 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:38 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:39 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 70% chance of rain, high 
temperature of 43º, humidity of 
93%. Southeast wind 10 mph. 
Expect cloudy skies tonight 
with a 60% chance of rain, 
overnight low of 39º. South 
wind 10 mph.

Today, southeast winds 10 to 20 kt becoming south. Rain and drizzle. 
Waves 2 to 4 ft. Water temperature 34 degrees. Tonight, south winds 
10 to 20 kt becoming west.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Saturday

Rain Likely
43º / 29º

Sunday

Snow Likely
29º / 14º

Monday

Snow Likely
19º / 15º

Tuesday

Snow Likely
23º / 14º

Today

Rain Likely
43º

Tonight

Rain Likely
39º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be cloudy with scattered snow, highs in the 30s. 
South wind 10 mph. Saturday we will continue to see cloudy skies 
with scattered snow, highs in the 30s. Northwest wind 10 mph.

Skies will be cloudy today with scattered rain, highs in the 30s. South 
southeast wind 9 to 13 mph. Saturday, skies will remain cloudy with 
scattered showers, highs in the 40s. Southwest wind 8 to 14 mph. 

What meteorological instrument 
was invented by Samuel F.B. 
Morse? ?

Answer: The telegraph, which made timely 
detection of storm systems possible.

New
1/9

First
1/16

Full
1/23

Last
1/31

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 56
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Jan. 8, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

The St. Joseph Township 
Board on Monday voted to re-
appoint Betsy Hammond and 
Norman Roth to the St. Joseph 
Library Board. The board ap-
pointed Pauline Millard of Fair-
plain to replace the third town-
ship representative, Michael 
Cook, who chose not to be re-
nominated.

Richard Dougherty of Buch-
anan was named chairman of 
the Lake Michigan College 
board at an organizational meet-
ing Monday. He replaces Merlin 
Hanson. Hanson, who was 
board chairman for four years, 
will remain as a board member. 
He told the board at its Novem-
ber meeting he did not wish to 
be nominated for chairman 
again.

35 years ago – 1981
Air Force 2nd Lt. Martin O. 

Kirk of  St. Joseph recently 
completed a 49-week training 
course at Laughlin Air Force 
Base in Texas to receive his pi-
lot wings. He is now scheduled 
for advanced training that will 
include the F-4 Phantom 
fighter. Kirk, the son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Kirk, is a 
graduate of  St. Joseph High 
School and Indiana Universi-
ty, where he received a bache-
lor’s degree in business man-
agement.

50 years ago – 1966
Lake Shore Motor Transit 

lines will set a trucking prece-
dent for Michigan when it 
starts its new “Daily Double” 
freight service shortly with the 
addition of  sleek new twin 
trailers. The Daily Double ser-
vice utilizes two 22-foot trail-
ers instead of  the conventional 
40-foot vans used throughout 
Michigan.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Friday, Jan. 8, the 
eighth day of 2016. There are 358 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlights in History:
On Jan. 8, 1918, President 

Woodrow Wilson outlined his 
Fourteen Points for lasting peace 
after World War I. Mississippi be-
came the first state to ratify the 
18th Amendment to the Consti-
tution, which established Prohibi-
tion.

On this date:
In 1642, astronomer Galileo 

Galilei died in Arcetri, Italy.
In 1790, President George 

Washington delivered his first 

State of the Union address to 
Congress in New York.

In 1815, the last major engage-
ment of the War of 1812 came to 
an end as U.S. forces defeated the 
British in the Battle of New Or-
leans, not having gotten word of 
the signing of a peace treaty.

In 1863, America’s First Trans-
continental Railroad had its be-
ginnings as California Gov. Le-
land Stanford broke ground for 
the Central Pacific Railroad in 
Sacramento. (The transcontinen-
tal railroad was completed in 
Promontory, Utah, in May 1869.)

In 1912, the African National 
Congress was founded in Bloem-
fontein, South Africa.

another man had removed a wom-
an’s body from an apartment after 
she’d overdosed on drugs. 

An autopsy revealed that Elzey 
died of mixed-drug toxicity. 

Tracy Manning, 41, whose 
apartment the people were at the 
night Elzey died, testified late last 
year that Viel had provided the 
drugs. 

She testified at a preliminary 
hearing for Viel that after Elzey 
lost consciousness, she and Viel 
put her in a bathtub with cold wa-
ter and ice in a futile effort to re-
vive her. She said the next morn-
ing, Viel left, returned with Barber, 
and they disposed of Elzey’s 
body.

Viel, Manning and Barber all 
pleaded guilty to their roles in con-
cealing the death. Viel was addi-
tionally charged with causing the 
death. Manning testified against 
Viel as part of her own plea deal.

Ceresa said that in entering his 
guilty plea to the manslaughter 
charge, Viel admitted to providing 
cocaine to Elzey, but denied pro-
viding heroin.

Sentencing is set for Feb. 12.
Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-0359, Twit-

ter: @HPSwidwa

PLEA
From page A1

Finance and Personnel commit-
tees.

Chickering said the committee 
should provide periodic updates to 
the full board, and a final report 
would be expected by May or June.

The department has been the 
subject of a wave of criticism that 
started last year when residents 
convinced the commissioners to 
get rid of the carbon monoxide gas 
chamber used for some euthanasia 
cases.

Criticism continued Thursday, 
as some residents charged that the 
department doesn’t do enough to 
promote adoptions and to reduce 
the number of animals that need to 
be euthanized.

The department has its support-
ers who have said the animal con-
trol officers and the department’s 
director, Val Grimes, go above and 
beyond to help rescue animals and 
assist residents.

At Thursday’s meeting, Tina 
Paugh of Eau Claire presented a 
petition she said contained more 
than 100 signatures backing the 
current staff and asking that the 
department not be turned over to 
an outside organization.

Hinkelman said he believes that 
many of the concerns expressed 
will be answered by the new facility, 
which will be more accessible than 
the current location in Berrien 
Center, and will able to accommo-
date more volunteers and adoption 
events.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-0360, 
Twitter: @HPMatuszak

COMMITTEE
From page A1

All the winter’s a weird weather 
stage; Here are the players
By SETH BORENSTEIN
AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON — Get ready 
for weather whiplash as powerful 
climatic forces elbow each other 
for starring roles in a weird win-
ter show.

The spine-chilling polar vortex 
is taking center stage in Europe 
and bringing persistent cold to 
much of North America – except 
in Hollywood, where soggy El 
Nino won’t give up the spot-
light.

After El Nino delivered a 
balmy Christmas Eve to the east-
ern U.S. and shattered national 
records with a warm, wet and 
wild December, Minnesota may 
host one of the coldest NFL 
playoff games in history this 
Sunday, with wind chills around 
20 below, meteorologists predict.

“The biggest thing is this whip-
lash,” said University of Okla-
homa meteorology professor Ja-
son Furtado. “It’s going to be a 
shock for people.”

The center of the cold blast 
starts this weekend in the U.S. in 
the upper Midwest, and then 
moves to the Hudson Bay area 
next week, while in Europe it 
starts in the east and north and 
then spreads, Furtado said. Eu-
rope may have to get used to 
temperatures 20 or so degrees be-
low normal.

For a winter this dramatic, it 
may help to consult the pro-
gram:

The cast
The star is El Nino, a veteran 

of this stage for a few decades 
now. This natural warming of 
the central tropical Pacific occurs 

every two to seven years or so, 
and changes weather worldwide, 
especially in the Americas and 
Asia. It is closely associated with 
heavy rain in California, and 
general warming. It has less ef-
fect in Europe because that’s fur-
ther away. With its flipside, La 
Nina, it is known as the El Nino 
Southern Oscillation, and it lasts 
about a year.

Playing off against El Nino is 
the Arctic Oscillation, and its in-
dex measures differences in at-
mospheric pressure between the 
Arctic and mid-latitudes. When 
the AO is positive in the winter, 
polar air stays trapped up north 
and the weather is relatively mild 
further south. When the AO is 
negative, the cold Arctic air es-
capes and plunges into lower lat-
itudes, treating the United States 
and Europe to the polar vortex 
– a swirling air mass that carries 
spine-chilling temperatures.

The North Atlantic Oscillation 
is a bit player with a big influence 
over Europe’s weather. As with 
its Arctic cousin, the more nega-
tive its index, the colder the con-
tinent becomes.

The jet streams also are impor-
tant to watch. These rivers of air 
heavily influence local weather 
everywhere, carrying storms and 
clearing skies around the planet. 
Usually in the winter, the jet 
stream that affects most people 
in the United States and Europe 
moves relatively straight from 
west to east. But when it weak-
ens, it can plunge south and 
north and even get stuck at times, 
creating odd extremes.

Another air pattern playing a 
small but key role is the Madden-
Julian Oscillation, which travels 

in the warm parts of the Indian 
and Pacific oceans, and may have 
triggered changes that “flipped 
the switch” in December, Furta-
do said.

Still other characters may be a 
factor in making the jet streams 
oscillate more wildly: A huge 
blob of warm water in the north-
ern Pacific, unusually low sea ice 
levels in the Arctic’s Barents 
Kara sea area; a cool patch of 
water off Greenland, likely from 
melting ice sheets and glaciers; 
winter storm Frank that hit Eng-
land; and of course man-made 
climate change.

Act One
This was last month. El Nino 

appeared in classic form, tying 
1997-1998 for the strongest on 
record. The Arctic Oscillation 
was very positive, trapping cold 
air in northern latitudes. With so 
many warm, wet days further 
south, spring flowers popped up 
and trees bloomed in December.

“It’s not surprising we were 70 
degrees on Christmas Day,” said 
Mike Halpert of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Climate Prediction Center in 
College Park, Maryland.

El Nino often spawns winter 
tornadoes in the southern U.S. 
and they appeared on cue, killing 
two dozen people in just four 
days. The heavy rain that flooded 
the Mississippi River Valley isn’t 
usually an El Nino signature 
though, Cohen said.

Act Two
The switch flipped: The Arctic 

Oscillation and its North Atlan-
tic sidekick went negative big 
time.

“When it’s a negative AO, 
that’s when people start mention-
ing the words ‘polar vortex’,” 
Halpert said.

This time, there’s cold air, but 
it’s mostly dry so far, despite El 
Nino, which still spawns a series 
of rainstorms hitting California. 
Meteorologists say wetter weath-
er could bring heavy snowstorms, 
but that’s not likely for another 
week or more, although cities 
along the Great Lakes may get 
lake effect snow.

So far the east-moving mois-
ture from El Nino is staying 
south of the Arctic plunge, but 
that may change.

For now, the AO is dominating 
in its fight with El Nino, espe-
cially in Europe, Cohen said. 
NFL players and fans will likely 
brave temperatures around one 
below zero in Minneapolis.

Act Three
No spoilers here. Will the po-

lar vortex hold the stage for 
weeks or months? Will the cold 
AO and wet El Nino combine for 
whopper snowstorms?

Rutgers’ Francis doesn’t think 
the moisture and the cold can 
keep avoiding each other, saying 
“we’re going to have major ma-
jor dumps of snow. We just don’t 
know where.”

Furtado predicts El Nino 
will push aside the cold in 
America, but not in Europe, 
where it has less of  an influ-
ence. Cohen is less certain 
about what will happen as 
these forces morph and inter-
act over time.

“There’s a lot going on; the 
weather has been crazy,” Cohen 
said. “Expect the unexpected.”

Cuyahoga, and I really, really 
got hooked on the mission of 
community colleges. I was rec-
ognized through the community 
college world as somebody who 
knew data, could talk data, and 
help people understand data,” 
she said. 

Carrying out her duties meant 
negotiating a complex chain of 
command.

“It was complex because there 
were four campus presidents 
and four deans of  students. Any 
time you wanted to make a deci-
sion, they all had to agree,” she 
said.

By contrast, at LMC “there’s 
only one vice president of  stu-
dent services, only one person 

that does marketing,” Spielvogel 
said. “It’s easier to develop that 
relationship pretty quickly.”

As Harrison’s successor, Spiel-
vogel is keenly aware she’s fol-
lowing someone credited with 
lifting LMC’s visibility and 
long-term viability.

Notable achievements of  Har-
rison’s tenure included the addi-
tion of  many new programs – 
such as enology and viticulture, 
for example – as well as an ex-
tensive building and renovation 

program.
In his final month as presi-

dent, Harrison helped secure a 
$17 million capital outlay grant 
through the state that will help 
LMC pursue a major upgrade 
of  its 45-year-old main campus 
at Napier Avenue.

“He really left the college in a 
great position,” Spielvogel said. 
“I don’t know yet what my mark 
will be, but what I’m sensing is a 
need for some focus. If  we can 
think in focused areas, like stu-

dent success, we can ‘bucket’ 
what we’re doing in two or three 
areas. And then I think it may 
not feel like it’s so overwhelming 
that we’re doing so much.”

Spielvogel said she expects to 
continue building on those 
achievements, while taking a 
closer look at LMC’s operations 
and studying what types of 
things the college can do better, 
she said.

“It’s the three E’s that I’m go-
ing to focus on,” Spielvogel said. 
“The first one is the student ex-
perience. The second one is cam-
pus and community engage-
ment, and the third one is 
institutional effectiveness. Ac-
countability is a word that peo-
ple will hear a lot from me. How 
do we know that what we’re do-
ing is working? What’s the evi-
dence of  that?”

Accountability is a word that people will hear a lot from 
me. How do we know that what we’re doing is working? 
What’s the evidence of that?

JENNIFER SPIELVOGEL
Lake Michigan College President

LMC
From page A1


