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LMC sets 
open house, 
financial 
aid session

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Lake Michigan Col-
lege is hosting a Spring Open 
House and financial aid work-
shop 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 27, at the Napier Avenue 
campus, LMC announced.

Prospective students and 
their families can get free help 
completing the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) form. Students in 
Michigan who are graduating 
from high school in 2016 or 
are currently in college need 
to submit their application by 
March 1 to get the most assis-
tance for college.

Guests are encouraged to 
first visit fafsa.ed.gov to cre-
ate a FAFSA ID and pin num-
ber and bring 2015 federal tax 
return documents for them-
selves or their guardians if  the 
student is a dependent.

Guests can tour LMC’s 
campus and student housing 
facility, meet with professors, 
explore degree, certificate and 
transfer programs, and learn 
about intercollegiate athletics 
and honors programs.

Representatives from 
LMC’s on-campus university 
partners, Siena Heights Uni-
versity and Western Michigan 
University-Southwest, will 
discuss transfer programs 
without leaving LMC’s cam-
pus.

Campus tours will be at 
11:15 a.m., 11:45 a.m., and 
12:30 p.m. A presentation on 
Beckwith Hall, LMC’s hous-
ing facility, will be at noon. A 
university transfer presenta-
tion will be at 12:30 p.m. LMC 
music major, Charles Esparza, 
will provide live musical en-
tertainment.

Attendees are encouraged 
to RSVP at lakemichigancol-
lege.edu/openhouse. Call 927-
8626 or email at admissions@
lakemichigancollege.edu for 
more information. For  
other financial aid help  
events in Michigan, visit  
MICollegeGoal.org.

BERRIEN COUNTY 
TRIAL COURT

Sentences

St. Joseph 

Home invasion
Stephen K. Haskins Jr., 34, of 

Karen Drive, Galien, 5-15 years in 
prison, credit for 135 days served, 
costs of $198 and restitution of 
$17,955 for second-degree home 
invasion Aug. 19, 2015, in Buchan-
an Township. Haskins broke into a 
house on East River Road, ran-
sacked the house and stole jewel-
ry, money, phones, house keys and 
a car that was parked in the 
attached garage, according to 
court records.

Kenneth W. Allen Jr., 22, of Keene 
Avenue, Dowagiac, 38 months to 
15 years in prison, credit for 36 
days served, fines and costs of 
$1,827 and restitution of $661 for 
second-degree home invasion, and 
a concurrent term of 36 days for 
assaulting/resisting and obstruct-
ing police Dec. 11, 2015, in St. 
Joseph Township. Allen broke into 
a house in the 1600 block of Colfax 
Avenue and, when caught by police 
inside the house, struggled with 
officers, according to court records.

Other
Shaun B. Adlesperger, 28, of 

Edwardsburg, 60 days in jail, credit 
for 43 days served, 60 days on 
tether, $1,298 in fines and costs, 
and 2 years probation for assault-
ing/resisting and obstructing a Ber-
rien County sheriff’s deputy Dec. 
14, 2015, in Niles Township. 

Shaquille D. Jones, 21, of East 
Britain Avenue, Benton Harbor, 14 
months to 10 years in prison and 
costs of $198 for larceny from the 
person Nov. 28, 2015, at Carson’s 
in The Orchard’s Mall in Benton 
Township. 

Maria Castronovo, 67, of South 
Taylor Street, New Buffalo, 5 days 
in jail, credit for 5 days served, 
fines and costs of $958 and resti-
tution of $4,581 for attempted wel-
fare fraud over $500, from Nov. 1, 
2012, through April 30, 2015. Cas-
tronovo failed to report changes in 
income to the Department of 
Health and Human Services, col-
lecting food stamps while receiving 
$86,352 in disability payments 
from an insurance company, 
according to court records. 

Lansing  
takes notice

BERRIEN SPRINGS — The 
Berrien Springs school district 
was in the spotlight on two fronts 
Monday. District leaders wel-
comed a visit from state Reps. 
Tim Kelly, R-Saginaw Twp. and 
Dave Pagel, R-Oronoko Twp. At 
the same time, they learned the 
district has been featured in a na-
tional school technology publica-
tion.

The district’s Project Lead The 
Way (PLTW) program was the fo-
cus of the eSchool News publica-
tion feature, as well as one of 
three programs highlighted dur-
ing the state representatives’ visit. 
The eSchool News’ article, “The 
project-based STEM curriculum 
that’s big on rigor,” features com-
ments from Berrien Springs Cur-
riculum and PLTW Coordinator 
Emma Haygood.

The district is in its second year 
with Project Lead The Way 
that  emphasizes the STEM sub-
jects of science, technology, engi-
neering and math.

Kelly is chairman of the state 
House K-12 Appropriations 
Committee, of which Pagel is also 
a member. Kelly is touring the 

state to visit school districts offer-
ing innovative programs.

Pagel is no stranger to the Ber-
rien Springs schools, having 
served on the Berrien Springs 
Board of Education for many 
years. “It’s nice to take a little 
pride in our hometown schools 
that I had a part in,” he said. “It’s 
pretty exciting.”

Kelly said his goal is to not only 
specifically highlight innovative 
programs such as PLTW, but also 
to find ways for the state to help 
local districts educate all students. 
With the latter, he said that means 
funding grant programs so that 
districts can offer more to stu-
dents and removing barriers that 
may keep districts from being in-
novative and offering personal-
ized education.

“We’re trying to eliminate bar-
riers so that school administra-
tors can deliver the education that 
best serves their community,” 
Kelly  said. “There are a lot of 
hoops the MDE (Michigan De-
partment of Education) requires 
districts to go through. I’m trying 
to eliminate the decision points 
where districts have to ask per-
mission for everything.”

“I’d like to see more ‘shall’ than 
‘may’,” he added. “I want it to be 

that the MDE shall grant a waiv-
er so districts don’t have to always 
ask for a waiver. ... Last year we 
started giving money back to dis-
tricts with the least strings at-
tached as possible. We want to 
eliminate paperwork and bureau-
cracy so that districts can deliver 
the education we all want the kids 
to have.”

Kelly said he was impressed 
with what he saw in Berrien 
Springs, from the diversity of the 
student population to the choices 
students have in how and what 
they learn. “They’re trying to 
serve all different populations of 
kids,” he said. “Districts used to 
be adversarial with homeschool-
ers, now they’re drawing them in.”

Kelly  likened the atmosphere 
of the PLTW biomedical class-
room to real-world workplaces. 

“This is how the world of work 
works,” he said pointing to the 
open PLTW biomedical, engi-
neering and computer science 
classrooms, where students 
worked individually and in 
groups.

In addition to  visiting high 
school and elementary PLTW 
programs, Kelly visited the dis-
trict’s Virtual Academy and Dis-
covery Academy, as well as the 
district’s off-site alternative edu-
cation programs in Battle Creek 
and Three Rivers.

Kelly said he chose to come to 
Berrien Springs not only because 
Pagel is on his committee, but be-
cause Berrien Springs Superin-
tendent Dave Eichberg is a mem-
ber of the state’s Michigan 
educational innovators advisory 
group. 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Chairman of House committee tours  
Berrien Springs district, citing innovation

Debra Haight / HP Correspondent

Tim Kelly, left, chairman of the state House K-12 Appropriations Commit-
tee, talks to Berrien Springs sophomores Riya Patel, middle, and Alysia 
Mongkau on Monday.

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Students stack cases of donated water in the hall at Benton Harbor High School while waiting to load them onto a 
truck Monday that will be headed to Flint. More than 50 students in the district’s 21st Century Community Learning 
Center Program have been collecting water to send to Flint. Belle Tire donated the truck, driver and gas. Students 
will continue to collect water until the crisis is over.
 

MORE WATER FOR FLINT

IN BRIEF
Lakeshore HS issues  
brief lockdown

STEVENSVILLE — Lake-
shore High School was locked 
down briefly Monday afternoon 
to give school administrators 
and local police time to evaluate 
a situation, stated Superinten-
dent Phil Freeman in an email.

He did not say what the situa-
tion was.

Parents received emails about 
the lockdown around 1:10 p.m., 
and another email around 1:50 
p.m. stating that the lock-
down had been lifted.

VB sheriff warns  
of fake IRS scam

PAW PAW — Van Buren 
County Sheriff  Dale Gribler is 
warning residents of  a scam in 
which someone claiming to be 
an Internal Revenue Service 
agent calls or emails residents.

Such incidents should be re-
ported to the IRS, Gribler said. 
Suspicious emails should be for-
warded to phishing@irs.gov, 
and suspicious phone calls 
should be reported by calling 
1-800-366-4484. If  a suspicious 
call is received, ask the caller for 
their IRS name, badge number 
and call back number to report 
to the IRS on their phone line, 
the sheriff  said.

Workshop slated on 
disability language

ST. JOSEPH— Disability 
Network Southwest Michigan 
is hosting a free Feb. 25 work-
shop for human service profes-
sionals titled “Disability Lan-
guage and Assumptions,” the 
network announced.

“The language we use is pow-
erful and can reveal hidden as-
sumptions we might not realize 
we have,” the network stated in 
a news release.

The workshop invites attend-
ees  to explore new ideas, ask 
questions in a safe environment 
and challenge assumptions 
about what it means to live with 
a disability.

The workshop will be 1-3 p.m. 
at Disability Network at 2900 
Lakeview Ave., St. Joseph. Reg-
ister by calling Joanne at 982-
7761. For more information 
visit the Events page at www.
dnswm.org. This is a fragrance-
free environment. Please do not 
wear perfume, cologne or other 
scented products to these 
events.

Presentation set  
on bees, pollinators

BRIDGMAN — “Bees & 
Other Pollinators” will be the 
special presentation by a Michi-

gan State University  professor 
at The Berrien Conservation 
District’s Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, Feb. 18,  at Lake 
Township Hall, 3220 Shawnee 
Road, Bridgman, the district 
announced.

Doors open at 5:15 p.m. with 
dinner to start at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by the evening’s pro-
grams.

Rufus Isaacs is a researcher 
of  bees and other pollinators. 
The  program will include 
USDA Pollinator Program in-
formation, Conservation Dis-
trict updates, and awards for 
Friend of  Conservation and En-
vironmental Stewardship. There 
will be door prizes.

An election for district direc-
tor will be held. The cost to at-
tend is $15. Reservations are 
required by Feb. 12. call 471-
9111, Ext. 3.

March 12 Van Buren 
weather training set

LAWRENCE — A weather 
spotters training session for 
the National Weather Service 
will be held from 2-4 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 12, at the Van 
Buren Technology Center, or-
ganizers said. Seating is limit-
ed and registration is encour-
aged, by calling 657-7786 or 
621-6138.

launched this fall in the middle 
school. He expects the program 
to  be fully implemented 
K-12 within three to four years.

“The U.S. Department of 
Commerce estimates that jobs in 
science, technology, engineering 
and math will grow 17 percent 
by 2018 – nearly double the 
growth for non-STEM fields,” 
he said. “By 2018, the U.S. will 
have more than 1.2 million un-
filled STEM jobs because there 
will not be enough qualified 
workers to fill them. STEM is 
where jobs are today and where 
the job growth will be in the fu-
ture.”

Assistant Superintendent Ju-
lie Powell said PLTW will be in-
tegrated into existing math and 
science classes.

“They are project-based units 
based around some type of top-
ic that is high interest, high en-
gagement,” she said. “... They 
will go through the design pro-
cess – what’s our problem, how 
are we going to tackle  it, how 
will we test it? It’s very similar to 
what we do in the real world.”

She said projects could in-
clude how to design an amuse-
ment park or how to design 
something to fit in a locker.

Powell said there are several 
nine-week classes that are taught 
through PLTW. She said teach-
ers need to attend a full week of 
classes at Eastern Michigan 
University in Ypsilanti for each 
nine-week course they teach.

In addition to  paying for 
teacher training, she said the 
district will have to buy new lap-
tops for the students that can 
handle the program’s software. 
She said the current laptops at 
the middle school can’t handle 
it.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, 
Twitter: @HPWrege
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hearing on the new parks and 
recreation plan. Citizens have 
come up with several ideas for 
the use of  the park, including 
walking trails, soccer fields 
and gardens.

Trustee Deb Kavanaugh 
said she is concerned about 
the club using the fields exclu-
sively. She will meet with Da-
napilis and come back to the 
board with a possible agree-
ment.

A township church group 
uses one of  the fields at the 
park, Kavanaugh added.

Danapilis said some of  the 
proposed improvements to the 
park fields may include grad-
ing work, fixing the fences, 
upgrading the outfields and 
painting dugouts.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-0357, 
Twitter @HPLersten
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