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SOUTH HAVEN — The 
search for a new assistant 
city manager has narrowed 
to three fi nalists.

Paul VandenBosch 
stepped down in November, 
after 19 years with the city.

The deadline for appli-
cants was Dec. 12, and 
there were 35 applicants, 
said city Human Resources 
Director Deb Lull.

Lull and City Manager 
Brian Dissette selected fi ve 
of the applicants for inter-
views last week, and three 
of them will have second 
interviews this week, Dis-
sette said.

Van Buren County Com-
missioner Mike Henry, a 
former Berrien County ad-
ministrator, has agreed to 
help out with the second 
round of interviews, set for 
Feb. 11, Dissette said.

“We’ve got three excellent 
people” to consider, Dis-

sette said.
VandenBosch joined the 

city staff in 1996 as zoning 
administrator, but has been 
assistant city manager since 
1997.

He had been staff liaison 
for many city boards and 
commissioners during his 
tenure. They include the 
Planning Commission, Lo-
cal Development Finance 
Authority, Housing Com-
mission, Downtown Devel-
opment Authority, Harbor 
Commission, Brownfi eld 
Redevelopment Authority, 
Construction Board of Ap-
peals and Zoning Board of 
Appeals.

Two major work areas for 
him included oversight of 
large public works and de-
molition projects, and eco-
nomic development efforts.

Dissette said he hopes a 
new assistant manager will 
be hired in the next week or 
so.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SH narrows 
search for 
new asst. mgr.

ABOVE: Abby Filkoski, 
left, of Algoma, Mich., 
Dave Barkley of Jack-

son and Taylor Hess 
of Niles, all members 

of the Michigan 
State University For-

estry Club, engage in 
friendly competition 
Saturday during the 
Dowagiac Ice Time 

Festival in downtown 
Dowagiac.

RIGHT: Olivia, 2, and 
her mom, Becky 

Grabemeyer, of Dowa-
giac, toast a marsh-
mallow Saturday to 

make a s’more, cour-
tesy of the Dowagiac 
Department of Public 

Safety, during the 
Dowagiac Ice Time 

Festival in downtown 
Dowagiac.

Photos by Ron DeKett / HP 

correspondent

DOWAGIAC 
ICE TIME FESTIVAL

BENTON HARBOR — 
A $7.5 million proposed 
Benton Harbor project that 
was sent back to committee 
in October will fi nally be 
heard Wednesday.

The plan to convert the 
former Federal Building 
and seven surrounding 
properties into loft apart-
ments in downtown Benton 

Harbor can only move for-
ward if  the properties are 
added to the city’s brown-
fi eld plan. The proposal 
was recommended for ap-
proval by the Benton Har-
bor Brownfi eld Authority 
in July and by the Personnel 
and Finance Committee on 
Oct. 7.

But city  commissioners 
said on Oct. 19 that the pro-
posal was sent to the wrong 
committee. They voted to 
send it to the Planning and 
Economic Development 
Committee, which has not 
met since then.

A special Planning and 
Economic Develop-
ment meeting will begin at 5 

p.m. Wednesday at City 
Hall, 200 E. Wall St. The 
only item on the agenda is 
the proposed amendment 
to the brownfi eld plan. The 
development, called the 
Prairie Arts District Proj-
ect, is being proposed by 
Prairie Real Estate Group.

The proposal includes 
loft apartments on the up-
per fl oors with retail space 
below.

Brownfields allow de-
velopers to be paid back 
for clean up costs with 
taxes from the  increased 
taxable value on the prop-
erties. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Benton Harbor planners take up apartments proposal

Don Campbell / HP staff

A proposal to add the former Federal Building in downtown Benton Harbor and seven surround-
ing properties to the city’s brownfield plan will be discussed at 5 p.m. Wednesday at City Hall. 
The former Federal Building is pictured here on Oct. 24, 2015.

Plan to convert 
former Federal 
Building

NILES —  The South-
western Michigan Econom-
ic Growth Alliance has a 
new leader with the hiring 
of Barkley 
Garrett as 
new executive 
director. He 
succeeds Joe 
Sobr ia l sk i , 
who left in 
December to 
take a job in 
the Grand 
Rapids area.

SMEGA is 
a southern Berrien County 
economic development or-
ganization, serving the eco-
nomic development needs 
of communities from Niles 
west to Three Oaks. The 
agency is in the second year 
of a three-year contract to 
provide economic develop-
ment services for the Cass 
County Economic Devel-
opment Corp.

Garrett, 48, is a Misha-
waka, Ind., resident and 
most recently worked six 
years as Elkhart, Ind., eco-
nomic development direc-
tor. The  Alabama native 
has worked in economic de-
velopment at the state and 
municipal levels in Indiana 
since the early 1990s.

He said he looks forward 
to the new venture.

“This seemed like a great 
opportunity,” he said. “I’ve 
worked at the state and lo-
cal level, and this is an op-
portunity to spread my 
wings in the nonprofi t 
realm.”

He said he sees southern 
Berrien County as having 
“a lot of great assets,” in-
cluding infrastructure and 
proximity to larger markets.

“Business retention is the 
bread and butter of any 
economic development or-
ganization,” he said. “We 
want to keep those who 
have made the decision to 
be here, this is where I will 
spend a lot of my time. ... 
We want to give people a 
reason to stay here, and if  
they are consolidating, to 
do it here.

“The sexy part of eco-
nomic development is busi-
ness attraction. But you can 
spend a lot of time on that 
with little results, where 
your efforts don’t come to 
fruition.”

He said SMEGA should 
be at “go to” organization, 
where businesses can 
take  their questions about 
everything from work force 
to infrastructure.

“We might not have all 
the answers, but we will 
help get the answers or 
point them to who has 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

SMEGA hires 
Garrett as new 
exec. director

GARRETT

See SMEGA, page B2

ST. JOSEPH — The 
Bosch Community Fund 
has announced more than 
$50,000 grants to South-
west Michigan schools and 
organizations.

The grants are for educa-
tional programs to inspire 
students to pursue careers 
in science, technology, en-
gineering and math 
(STEM).

“We are proud to be part 
of a company that dedi-
cates so much effort to de-
velop tomorrow’s work 
force,” said Robert Spaar-
garen, manager of the 
Bosch plant in St. Jo-
seph.  “These grants from 
the Bosch Community 
Fund are one example of 

providing students with a 
valuable education to pre-
pare them for a successful 
future in a STEM fi eld.”

The six grant recipients 
are St. Joseph Public 
Schools Foundation, Lake-
shore Public School, Ben-
ton Harbor Area Schools, 
Cornerstone Alliance, 
Lake Michigan College 
Foundation and South-
western Michigan College.

Benton Harbor Area 
Schools received a $10,000 
grant to support a district 
program for middle and 
high school students that 
provide hands-on science 
research projects and ex-
periments.

Lakeshore Public 
Schools received a $4,054 
grant to establish a sixth-
grade FIRST LEGO 

League team and a FIRST 
Tech Challenge team for 
seventh- and eighth-grade 
students.

St. Joseph Public Schools 
Foundation landed a 
$10,000 grant to support an 
engineering tech pathway 
middle college program in 
the school district. This pro-
gram is a partnership be-
tween the school district and 
Lake Michigan College.

The Cornerstone Alli-
ance received a $4,401 
grant to buy  robot work 
station kits to initially be 
used at the 2016 Southwest 
Michigan Mini Maker 
Faire. After that event, the 
kits will be housed at the 
Berrien RESA County Ed-
ucation Resource Center 
for student use.

Southwestern Michigan 

College received an $11,850 
grant for a June robotics 
camp. The camp is a part-
nership between the col-
lege, Lewis Cass Intermedi-
ate School District, district 
schools and FIRST Robot-
ics.

Lake Michigan College 
Foundation will use a 
$10,000 grant toward its 
capital campaign for 
LMC’s Hanson Technolo-
gy Center. This grant is the 
second installment in a 
fi ve-year grant.

Since 2014, the Bosch 
Community Fund has pro-
vided more than $85,000 in 
grants in Southwest Michi-
gan. Nationally, the fund 
awards up to $3 million an-
nually.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Bosch Fund supports STEM education


