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B&B draws opponents, supporters
ST. JOSEPH — A bed 

and breakfast proposed for 
a St. Joseph house on State 
Street is reviving the issue 
of balancing the needs of 
residents and tourists.

On Feb. 4, the Planning 
Commission approved 6-1 
a request for a special use 
permit to allow Andrew 
Sawyer to operate a two-
unit bed and breakfast at 
his home at 1117 State St. 
The proposal will now go to 
city commissioners at their 
Feb. 22 meeting.

The Planning Commis-
sion heard concerns from 
neighbors about noise, traf-

fic and other possible nui-
sances that they said could 
accompany the bed and 
breakfast, as well as expres-
sions of support for Saw-
yer’s business enterprise.

Rick Heaton, of 1205 
Lake Blvd., said the bed 
and breakfast would be the 
same as a short-term vaca-
tion rental and would harm 
the neighborhood’s charac-
ter.

In 2013, city commission-
ers enacted a prohibition on 
new short-term rentals in 
residential neighborhoods, 
in reaction to complaints 
from residents.

A bed and breakfast is 
distinguished from a vaca-
tion rental because the 

owner is required to live in 
the home. Owners and 
managers of a vacation 
rental can live off-site. No 
one can stay at a bed and 
breakfast more than 90 
days in a one-year period.

Sawyer plans to continue 
to occupy the home he has 
owned for 20 years while he 
hosts up to four adults at a 
time in the two bedrooms. 
He also said he has ade-
quate parking for his guests 
as well as family members. 
One parking space per 
guest room is required, in 
addition to parking for the 
owner.

Reached on Wednesday, 
Sawyer said he and his wife 
had considered selling the 

house, known as the Dun-
can House and built in the 
1860s, as they downsized 
and their children left for 
college. But they were en-
couraged by family and 
friends to stay and open a 
bed and breakfast.

There are only two bed 
and breakfasts operating in 
St. Joseph, Sawyer said. 
“People enjoy that kind of 
accommodation. There are 
not enough of them to 
serve the community.”

Sawyer said there is no 
way that his home could be-
come a short-term vacation 
rental because of the city 
ordinance that limits new 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH

Don Campbell / HP staff

The St. Joseph Planning Commission recently approved a request 
for a special use permit allowing Andrew Sawyer to operate a 
bed and breakfast at his home at 1117 State St., in downtown St. 
Joseph. The proposal, which is opposed by some neighbors and 
supported by others, will now go to city commissioners.

CORNERSTONE ALLIANCE RECOGNITION BREAKFAST
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Maggie Sawyer, front, and Bryce McNeil handle orders Thursday at Jimmy John’s in downtown St. Joseph.

Jimmy John’s wins Award for 
Excellence in Customer Service

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Debbie Sailor didn’t 
know what to expect when 
she attended this year’s 
Business Recognition 
Breakfast.

When one of  the event’s 
organizers through the 
Cornerstone Chamber of 
Commerce asked Sailor for 
a logo they could include 
in the  program, she  real-

ized her store 
had  been 
n o m i n a t e d 
for an award.

As one of 
the more 
d o w n - t o -
Earth busi-
ness owners 
in the area, 
Sailor walked on stage 
Wednesday within  the 
Mendel Center to accept an 
award on behalf  of her two 
Jimmy John’s stores.  They 

had won the Excellence in 
Customer Service for the 
retail sector.

Sailor’s husband, Rich-
ard Molitor, runs the Jim-
my John’s in Benton Town-
ship, while she runs the 
downtown St. Joseph loca-
tion. Both own the two 
franchise stores together.

“I’m very honored to ac-
cept this award,” Sailor 
said to the more than 300 
audience members. 
“Twelve years ago my hus-

band and I  were living in 
Chicago and we were 
changing directions.  My 
husband floated the idea 
of  a franchise and I 
thought ‘OK.’ Yes, we were 
those annoying Illinois 
people who would come up 
and enjoy the area  during 
the summer.”

Sailor said her husband 
did most of  the investigat-
ing of  opening up a  

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Berrien County Commissioner Seats to run for 79th House seat

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Berrien County Com-
missioner Marletta Seats, in 
her sixth term representing 
Benton Township’s District 
3, announced Thursday she 
is running for the 79th Dis-
trict seat in the Michigan 

House of Representatives, 
which will be vacated this 
year by Rep. Al Pscholka 
due to term limits.

“I am the public. I repre-
sent the public,” Seats, a 
Democrat, said following a 
Board of Commissioners’ 
meeting.

One other candidate, Re-
publican Ryan Arnt of 

R o y a l t o n 
To w n s h i p , 
has filed with 
the Secretary 
of State’s of-
fice for the 
primary bal-
lot for the 
House seat. 
The filing 
deadline is April 18 for the 
August primary.

Seats, 66, was first elected 

to the Berrien County 
Board of Commissioners in 
2004. She serves on the 
board’s Administration 
Committee.

She said a host of issues 
convinced her to run for 
state office.

“Anything that impacts 
future generations is my 
concern,” Seats said. “Any-
thing that needs immediate 
attention is my concern.”

She said leaders shouldn’t 
rush to judgment on impor-
tant issues, but said  some 
decisions that affect future 
generations can’t be de-
layed, either.

Seats said that her profes-
sional experience as a lead 
auditor with Bosch Corp. 
and her community in-
volvement has prepared her 
for the job of state repre-
sentative. She retired from 

Bosch after 32 years, and 
has been a Berrien County 
resident since 1972.

“I’m a policy maker. I un-
derstand the impact of pol-
icy,” Seats said.

In addition to the Ad-
ministration Committee, 
Seats works with the South-
west Michigan Planning 
Commission, Southwest 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

The stars 
come out

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Hundreds of South-
west Michigan businesses 
owners, presidents and 
CEOs gathered at the 
Mendel Center for what 
was the business equiva-
lent of the Oscars.

While there was no red 
carpet Wednesday morn-
ing,  businesses received 
awards for their accom-

plishments  at the 2016 
Business Recognition 
Breakfast – held by the 
Cornerstone Chamber of 
Commerce and Corner-
stone Alliance.

The annual award cere-
mony, held for more than 
20 years, changed from an 
evening event to a morn-
ing  festivity upon feed-
back from chamber mem-
bers.

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

SEATS

Marletta Seats sets sights on statewide office

See B&B, page A10

Businesses recognized for  
last year’s hirings, expansions

See HOUSE, page A10

See STARS, page A10

Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

Cornerstone Alliance President Rob Cleveland speaks 
Wednesday morning during the 2016 Business Recognition 
Breakfast at Lake Michigan College’s Mendel Center. The 
breakfast honored and touched upon what several Southwest 
Michigan businesses have done in 2015.

SAILOR

See AWARD, page A10
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Sponsored by  

TheMendelCenter.com • Box Office (269) 927-1221 • Mon. - Fri. 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.

THE ACCIDENTALS
Friday, February 12, 2016, 7 pm

2016 Official Showcase Artist at SXSW   
Cash bar before 
& during the show 
featuring craft brews 
and wines from local 
vineyards.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .33º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .19º
Record High . . . . . . 70º in 1999
Record Low . . . . . . .-4º in 1994
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.02"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.78"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.66"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 2.19"
Normal year to date . . . . . 2.98"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:14 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 10:09 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:20 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with an 80% chance of snow, 
high temperature of 21º, humidity 
of 68%. West wind 10 to 20 
mph. New snow accumulation of 
around an inch possible. Expect 
cloudy skies tonight with a 90% 
chance of snow.

Today, northwest winds to 30 kt becoming gales to 35 kt late 
in the afternoon. Freezing spray in the afternoon. Waves 4 to 7 ft 
occasionally to 9 ft building to 7 to 10 ft occasionally to 13 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Saturday

Snow Likely
14º / 10º

Sunday

Snow Possible
19º / 16º

Monday

Snow Possible
30º / 23º

Tuesday

Snow Possible
34º / 24º

Today

Snow Likely
21º

Tonight

Snow Likely
10º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered snow, highs 
in the single digits. Northwest wind 20 to 25 mph. Expect partly cloudy 
to cloudy skies Saturday with scattered snow.

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered snow, highs 
in the teens and 20s. West southwest wind 11 to 18 mph. Skies will 
remain partly cloudy to cloudy Saturday with isolated snow.

Is there weather on any 
of the other planets in our 
solar system? ?

Answer: Yes, giant storms on Jupiter 
are the most famous.

First
2/15

Full
2/22

Last
3/1

New
3/8

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 21
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Feb. 12, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

The Michigan School Vocal 
Association District IV Solo and 
Ensemble Festival was held Feb. 
2 at Benton Harbor High School. 
Receiving first division ratings 
were: South Haven’s Chorale, 
Men’s Ensemble No.1, Septet, 
Mixed Ensemble and Men’s En-
semble No. 2; the Benton Harbor 
Madrigals and Women’s Ensem-
ble; the Edwardsburg Trio; and 
Hartford Trio.

The St. Joseph city commission 
received a petition last week from 
the majority of property owners 
on Radio Island (or Industrial Is-
land or Terminal Island) to 
change the name to Marina Is-
land and the streets to Anchor’s 
Way and Anchor’s Court.

35 years ago – 1981
The Community Parents Inc. 

Child Care Center in Benton 
Harbor may have to close its 
doors June 30 if  no additional 
source of  funding is found, ac-
cording to officials at the cen-
ter.

Three top officials of  the cen-
ter said that despite budget cut-
ting they need to raise $20,000 
to keep the doors open.

50 years ago – 1966
Verne Enders, head of  the 

Twin City Motor Coach lines, 
last night submitted a new bus 
franchise to the city commis-
sions of  Benton Harbor and St. 
Joseph which he asked to have 
voted upon at the April 7 elec-
tion. Although his present 
franchise still runs for four 
more years, Enders told the 
commission he was seeking a 
new one at this time in order to 
purchase all new equipment.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Friday, Feb. 12, the 
43rd day of 2016. There are 323 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Feb. 12, 1809, Abraham 

Lincoln, the 16th president of the 
United States, was born in pres-
ent-day Larue County, Kentucky.

On this date:
In 1818, Chile officially pro-

claimed its independence, more 
than seven years after initially re-
nouncing Spanish rule.

In 1909, the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People was founded.

In 1914, groundbreaking took 
place for the Lincoln Memorial 
in Washington, D.C.

In 1924, George Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody in Blue” premiered in 
New York.

In 1940, the radio play “The 
Adventures of Superman” de-
buted with Bud Collyer as the 
Man of Steel.

In 1963, a Northwest Orient 
Airlines Boeing 720 broke up 
during severe turbulence and 
crashed into the Florida Ever-
glades, killing all 43 people 
aboard.

In 1973, Operation Homecom-
ing began as the first release of 
American prisoners of war from 
the Vietnam conflict took place.

In 1999, the Senate voted to ac-
quit President Bill Clinton of 
perjury and obstruction of jus-
tice.

applications to areas zoned 
for multi-family dwellings 
or waterfront recreation, he 
said.

He plans to sell his pho-
tographs, along with baked 
goods and other items, to 
guests, but Sawyer said he 
would need a permit to turn 
this into a full-fledged retail 
business.

There are about 40 short-
term vacation rentals in St. 
Joseph. Those that received 
permits before the restric-
tions went into place were al-
lowed to continue to operate.

Sawyer is used to a full 
house. In addition to his 
own five children, he and 
his wife have helped raise 
more than 20 other kids as 
a foster home, by hosting 
exchange students and oth-
er arrangements.

He anticipates that the 
place will be less crowded 
as a bed and breakfast than 
it was when all the kids 

were there, and that his col-
lege-age kids don’t have 
cars when they come home 
to visit.

One neighbor, Chris Lau-
rent, at 1112 Main St., 
across the alley from the 
Sawyer home, agreed that 
the bed and breakfast will 
not be a bother.

“I joked that I thought 
they were already running a 
bed and breakfast there,” 
said Laurent, who attended 
the Planning Commission 
meeting to support Sawyer.

Laurent, who has lived at 
his home for 12 years, called 
the Sawyers “an anchor 
family” who help neighbors 
with everything from “ba-
by-sitting to installing hot 
water heaters. They’re just 
that kind of family.”

“This will not take away 
anything from the neigh-
borhood, it will only add,” 
Laurent said.

Laurent and Sawyer’s 
neighbor, Jill McCaughan, 
at 1116 Main St., disagrees, 
and listed several objections 
in a letter to the Planning 

Commission, including 
parking and bringing 
strangers into a residential 
neighborhood with a lot of 
children.

“Allowing Mr. Sawyer to 
open a bred and breakfast 
at his address will only fur-
ther complicate an already 
oversaturated parking situ-
ation,” McCaughan wrote.

She further stated that in-
troducing “unvetted tour-
ists” into the neighborhood 
would put 11 children who 
live close to the Sawyer home 
at risk. She wrote that Saw-
yer should open his bed and 
breakfast in a business dis-
trict or a less-populated area, 
and not in a family-oriented, 
historic neighborhood.

Some residents were wor-
ried that, even if  the Saw-
yers were good stewards, 
future owners might not be 
so considerate. Sawyer vol-
untarily agreed that, as a 
condition of the special use 
permit, it would not trans-
fer to a future owner.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak 

B&B
From page A1

Michigan Community Ac-
tion Agency and the Land 
Bank.

In the community, she is 
an evangelist at Abundant 
Life Church and partici-
pates with Full Gospel As-
sembly helping to feed the 

hungry in Benton Harbor, 
according to her profile on 
the county website. She has 
volunteered to help senior 
citizens, young people, has 
been active in a jail minis-
try and advocates for bet-
ter services for those suf-
fering from substance 
abuse.

The Board of Commis-
sioners’ District 3 encom-

passes Precincts 1,3,4,5 
and 6 in Benton Township.

Seats’ son, Duane Seats, 
is a Benton Harbor city 
commissioner.

Pscholka, of Stevens-
ville, is completing his 
third two-year term in the 
House, and is chairman of 
the House Committee on 
Appropriations, responsi-
ble for state spending.

Cornerstone Alliance 
President Rob Cleve-
land  and Cornerstone 
Chamber of Commerce 
President Chris Heugel 
addressed the crowd about 
their organizations’ plans 
for 2016.

The awards handed out 
for business achievements 
were as follows:

SILVER STAKE AWARD: 
Silver Stake Award win-
ners either created 25 jobs, 
increased sales or unit vol-
ume by 25 percent, ex-
panded facilities by 10 per-
cent, or increased capital 
investment by at least 
$100,000.

Winners included: Prism 
Environmental Servic-
es  and  B&L Information 
Systems.

GOLD STAKE AWARD: 
Gold Stake Award win-
ners either created 50 jobs, 
increased sales or unit vol-
ume by 50 percent, ex-
panded facilities by 25 per-
cent, or increased capital 
investment by at least 
$200,000.

Winners included: Pear-
son Construction Co. 
and  LakeHouse Restau-
rant & Bar.

PLATINUM STAKE AWARD: 
Platinum Stake Award 
winners either created 100 
jobs, increased sales or 
unit volume by 100 per-
cent, expanded facilities by 
50 percent, or increased 
their capital investment by 
at least $300,000.

Winners includ-
ed:  Zoup!;  Williamson 
Employment;  Mid-
West Family Broadcast-
ing;  Abonmarche Con-
sultants Inc.;  Honor 
Credit Union;  Johnson-
Rauhoff;  United Federal 
Credit Union;  Elwood 
Staffing;  Wightman & 
Associates, Inc.;  Mos-
quito Squad of Southwest 
Michigan;  OnStaff  USA 
and  Express Employment 
Professionals.

MANUFACTURING / DIS-
TRIBUTION LARGE BUSINESS 
AWARD: Colson Group 
USA, a maker  of caster 
and wheel products, took 
home the Manufacturing/
Distribution Large Busi-
ness Award this year. The 
company is nearing com-
pletion of the build-out of 
its new national distribu-
tion center in St. Joseph, 
which opened in January.

FOOD PROCESSING LARGE 
BUSINESS AWARD: Pero 
Family Farms Food 
Co.  LLC won the Food 
Processing Large Business 
Award.  In 2015, the com-
pany announced the ex-
pansion of its existing cold 
storage and distribution 
factory to a fresh-cut veg-
etable operation in Benton 
Harbor. The expansion is 
expected to be completed 
in late 2016.

MERLIN HANSON EXEM-
PLARY BUSINESS LEADER 
AWARD: Robert Harrison, 
who retired as president 
for Lake Michigan College 
in January, was given 
the Merlin Hanson Exem-
plary Business Leader 
Award. Harrison secured a 
$17 million capital outlay 
grant from the state during 
his tenure, which will be 
used to upgrade the Napi-
er Campus.

ENTREPRENEUR OF THE 
YEAR AWARD – MANUFAC-
TURING SECTOR: Lindberg/
MPH, which supplies cap-
ital equipment to a cus-
tomer base representing 
automotive, die casting, 
agriculture and transpor-
tation, was the manufac-
turing sector’s Entrepre-
neur of the Year. Lindberg/
MPH teamed up with 
LMC to  develop an on-
site training curriculum 
for blueprint reading and 
welding skills.

ENTREPRENEUR OF THE 
YEAR AWARD – COMMER-
CIAL SECTOR: Wightman 
& Associates, Inc., an or-
ganization that focuses 
on engineering, environ-
mental, architecture and 
survey services, was the 

commercial sector’s En-
trepreneur of the Year. 
In June, Wightman & 
Associates merged with 
Wightman Environmen-
tal.  The Wightman team 
has worked with Western 
Michigan University’s civil 
engineering program by 
mentoring annual senior 
design projects.

LARGE BUSINESS OF THE 
YEAR AWARD: United 
Federal Credit Union 
was the recipient of  the 
Large Business of  the 
Year Award. In the last 
few years, UFCU be-
gain a multi-phase build-
ing project focused on 
supporting its  future 
planned growth.

OTHER AWARD WINNERS: 
The Green Business Award 
recognizes a business that 
puts  green initiatives into 
its work place by showing 
sustainable energy and 
creating “green” aware-
ness.

This year’s recipient, 
Wightman & Associates, 
reduced its consumption 
of plastic cutlery and com-
posted coffee grounds. 
Wightman built an on-site 
compost bin for its  gar-
den. The community gar-
den was suggested  by the 
Wightman GREEN Team, 
which focuses on develop-
ing sustainable and envi-
ronmentally conscious 
practices.

Jimmy John’s won the 
Excellence in Customer 
Service Award for the re-
tail  sector and Edgewater 
Bank was given the Excel-
lence in Customer Service 
Award for the service sec-
tor.

Jo Farrell was named 
the Cornerstone Chamber 
of Commerce Ambassa-
dor of the Year for 2015. 
Ambassadors are com-
prised of local business 
professionals that volun-
teer their time to chamber 
events. Farrell  attended 
every chamber event in 
2015.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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Let us help you clear out your crawl space.
To place a classified ad in The Herald-Palladium,  

please call 429-4484. Phones are open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

franchise store. She was a 
teacher in Illinois and Mo-
litor had sold his share of 
a manufacturing compa-
ny.

Sailor and  her husband 
decided quickly on Jimmy 
John’s after looking at  its 
business model.

“It was a simple, very 
streamlined business,” she 
said in a phone interview 
Wednesday. “In talking 
with the sales office, (my 
husband) liked the concept 
and how it performed.”

The couple initially 

looked at  starting a store 
in the state they lived in.

Amid their search, it 
came up that somebody 
had been scouting a spot 
in  Fairplain Plaza in Ben-
ton Township. Since  the 
couple had a summer 
house nearby in Sister 
Lakes, they chose the Twin 
Cities due to their familiar-
ity with the region.

Last summer, Sailor said 
they  celebrated their 10-
year anniversary for the 
Benton Township Jimmy 
John’s. The summer also 
marked the St. Joseph lo-
cation opening seven 
years ago. 

The customer service 

award was given  to the 
Jimmy John’s stores be-
cause  they support  the 
Brown  Bags Concert se-
ries, which runs in the sum-
mer and help local schools 
by  providing a “deep dis-
count” to feed the sports 
teams.

“We’ve donated a lot 
over the years to the teams 
when they are prepping 
games,” Sailor said. “We 
appreciate the relation-
ships we’ve developed. 
People work hard for their 
money, so when they spend 
it here, I want them to feel 
they have value.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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The Jimmy John’s store in downtown St. Joseph is pictured Thursday. Owners Debbie Sailor and 
her husband, Richard Molitor, won the Cornerstone Chamber of Commerce’s Excellence in Customer 
Service for the retail sector, for their St. Joseph and Benton Township Jimmy John’s locations.
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