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Shooting victims had Baroda ties

Saturday night’s shoot-
ing rampage in Kalama-
zoo struck close to home, 
with two of  the victims 
having roots in Baroda.

Sisters-in-law Mary Lou 
Nye, 62, of  Baroda and 
Mary Jo Nye, 60, of  Battle 
Creek, formerly of  Baro-

da, met with friends in Ka-
lamazoo to see the Golden 
Dragon Acrobats present 
Cirque Ziva at Miller Au-
ditorium, according to a 
source close to the family.

“They liked to go out 
and experience life,” said 
the source, who asked not 
to be identified.

She said the women had 
been roommates decades 
ago at Western Michigan 
University in Kalamazoo. 
They became related when 
Mary Jo Nye’s brother, 
Christopher Nye, married 

Mary Lou, who lived with 
him on a farm.

They were among the 
five people shot at 10:24 
p.m. outside the Cracker 
Barrel Restaurant in Texas 
Township, west of  Kalam-
azoo, according to a Mich-
igan State Police news re-
lease. Four people died 
and a 14-year-old passen-
ger is in critical condition 
at Bronson Hospital in 
Kalamazoo.

In all, six people were 
killed and two were seri-
ously injured in three sep-

arate shootings. A lone 
suspect,  Jason Brian Dal-
ton, 45, of  Kalamazoo, 
was taken into custody by 
police early Sunday morn-
ing.

Mary Lou Nye
The source  said Mary 

Lou Nye worked for many 
years at  the Secretary of 
State office before starting 
to work at Immanuel Ear-
ly Childhood Develop-
ment Center in Bridgman.

“She was wonderful,” 
said  Barb Ackerman, di-

rector of  the center. “She 
was the sweetest lady here 
with these kids. She was 
like a grandma to all these 
children.”

She said Mary Lou Nye 
kept the center clean, and 
filled in where needed.

“Never a cross word. 
She was very meticulous 
with her work,” she said. 
“She kept us clean and 
running smooth. She’s re-
ally going to be missed.”

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Don Campbell / HP staff

Joseph Fralick, visual arts instructor at Upton Middle School, works with eighth-grade students Will Boekeloo, left, and Raiden 
Woolery during a studio art class Friday afternoon.

At the heart of art

ST. JOSEPH — Upton 
Middle School visual arts 
instructor Joseph Fralick 
recently won the presti-
gious Ann Hamilton Award 
for Inspired Teaching at the 
Scholastic Art Awards in 
South Bend for the second 
year in a row.

Upton Middle School 

students entered 49 works 
of art, and 23 were selected 
to win awards – nine gold, 
seven silver and seven hon-
orable mentions.

“To have almost 50 per-
cent was a huge accomplish-
ment,” Fralick said. “I’ve 
won this award on the backs 
of my students. These kids 
are really hard workers.”

Educators are selected 
based on  a formula using 
the number of student en-
tries and the number of 
awards, while taking  into 
consideration the size of the 
school.

Upton won  just as many 
awards last year, which led 

to Fralick’s first Ann Ham-
ilton Award. A few years 
ago, only three pieces won 
something for Fralick’s stu-
dents.

He said those were very 
humbling years.

But like everything else, 
the tides turned. Competi-
tion got tougher.

“It’s very subjective. You 
don’t know what the judges 
are looking for,” Fralick 
said. “I’ll help guide the 
kids to choose what works. 
Some years I’m right on, 
some years I’m off. I had a 
seventh-grader last year 
that I was sure would make 
it. I was so wrong I couldn’t 

believe it. He didn’t win any 
awards, but then he ended 
up winning two gold keys 
this year.”

Fralick teaches art in its 
many forms to sixth-, sev-
enth- and eighth-grade stu-
dents, and has been at Up-
ton for about 10 years. His 
time in St. Joseph began at 
E.P. Clarke Elementary. Be-
fore that, he taught at Por-
tage Public Schools near 
Kalamazoo.

“When I was at E.P. 
Clarke I loved it, but I real-
ized I was not an elementa-
ry art teacher,” he said. “It 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Fralick draws  
success at Upton 
Middle School

Early middle college program going countywide

Berrien County high 
school students will be 
able to earn both  a high 
school diploma and col-
lege associate degree as 
part of  a new five-year 

program.
All public school dis-

tricts in the county have 
signed on with the Berrien 
County 5th Year Early 
Middle College Consor-
tium, coordinated by Ber-
rien RESA in partnership 
with Lake Michigan Col-
lege. Berrien RESA has 
sscheduled three informa-
tional meetings for stu-
dents and their parents 
throughout the  county 
over the next three weeks. 

The first is Wednesday 
at Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s Napier Campus in 
the Brown Lecture Hall, 
the second on Thursday, 
March 3, at the Berrien 
RESA Administrative 
Conference Center in Ber-
rien Springs and the third 
on Tuesday, March 8, at 
LMC’s Bertrand Crossing 
Campus near Niles. All 
three sessions start at 6 
p.m.

Berrien RESA Superin-

tendent Kevin Ivers said 
the new program requires 
high school students to 
commit to the program 
before their junior years, 
attend a summer boot 
camp, complete high 
school and college courses 
on schedule and agree to 
postpone getting their 
high school diploma for a 
year. 

In exchange, students 
will get a head start on 
college and careers as they 

graduate after five years 
of  high school with both a 
high school diploma and 
an associate degree. De-
pending on what they 
study, they also  mayearn 
certificates in a number of 
vocational fields and col-
lege credits that will trans-
fer directly to four-year 
college programs. 

Ivers and Regional Ca-
reer & Technical Educa-
tion Director Brian Pyles 
said the advantage of  hav-

ing all public schools in 
the county participating is 
that students can still take 
some classes in their home 
district and also still take 
their CTE classes. RESA 
will handle the program’s 
paperwork and provide 
support for students and 
schools along with LMC.

Ivers and Pyles said 
they anticipate between 35 
and 60 students taking 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

All county school 
districts now part  
of consortium

See COLLEGE, page A8

See ART, page A8

See SHOOTING, page A8

MARY JO NYE MARY LOU NYE

Sisters-in-law began 
long friendship as 
college roommates
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 Neighbors say suspect 

showed no signs of violence
 Uber says suspected gun-

man was driver for service
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RedBud founder 
Ritchie dies at 79

BUCHANAN — Gene 
Ritchie, a founder and 
patriarch of  RedBud 
MX  north of  Buchanan, 
died Saturday at age 79.

The Ritchie family 
posted a statement on the 
famous dirt motocross 
track’s Facebook page 
Saturday:  “Our dad 
passed away this morn-
ing. We’re so thankful 
that he left this earth just 
the way he wanted to: 
peacefully, at home with 
his dogs and family. Red-
Bud was his vision, his 
dream. To everyone who 
ever threw a leg over their 
bike or set foot there, he 
was so very grateful. He 
often said, ‘If  you get to 

do some-
thing you 
love for a 
l i v i n g , 
you’re truly 
blessed.’ He 
was blessed. 
Godspeed, 
Geno. We 
love you.”

WNDU-TV reported 
that Ritchie died  from 
complications of  a head 
injury suffered three 
weeks ago.

Ritchie, along with a 
group of  partners, pur-
chased a tract of  land 
north of  Buchanan in 
1971 with the idea of  set-
ting up a motocross facil-
ity.

The track evolved over 
time to become one of  the 
top motocross facilities in 
the United States and has 
been a longtime  July 4 
weekend stop on the Lu-
cas Oil Pro Motocross 
Championship tour.

By JASON MITCHELL
HP Sports Editor

Motocross enthusiast 
laid groundwork  
for annual July 4  
weekend racing event

RITCHIE

See RITCHIE, page A8

Don Campbell / HP staff

Riders fly over LaRocco’s Leap at RedBud Motocross near 
Buchanan during practice laps last year in preparation for the 
July 4 Lucas Pro Motocross Championship RedBud National 
on July 4, 2015. Gene Ritchie, patriarch and a founder of the 
famous venue, died Saturday.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .36º
Normal Low  . . . . . . . . . . . . .21º
Record High . . . . . . 61º in 1983
Record Low  . . . . . . . 1º in 1963
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.00"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.26"
Year to date  . . . . . . . . . . . 2.41"
Normal year to date  . . . . . 3.58"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:31 a.m.
Sunset  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:27 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:38 p.m.
Moonset  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:21 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a high temperature of 
36º, humidity of 80%. Northeast 
wind 5 to 10 mph. Expect mostly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 25º. Southeast 
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, northeast winds 5 to 10 kt becoming southeast. Waves 1 to 3 
ft. Water temperature 32 degrees. Tonight, southeast winds 10 to 15 
kt increasing to 10 to 20 kt. Waves 1 to 2 ft.

�old �ront Stationary �ront Warm �ront Low �ressure High �ressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Tuesday

Mostly Sunny
40º / 29º

Wednesday

Partly Cloudy
40º / 26º

Thursday

Mostly Cloudy
34º / 25º

Friday

Mostly Cloudy
31º / 22º

Today

Partly Cloudy
36º

Tonight

Mostly Cloudy
25º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the 20s. South wind 5 
to 10 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy Tuesday with scattered 
snow, highs in the 30s. Southeast wind 3 to 5 mph.

Today we will see mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies with highs in the 
30s. Northeast wind 7 mph. Tuesday, skies will remain mostly sunny 
to partly cloudy with highs in the 30s and 40s.

What is the “green sky” 
effect? ?

Answer: A greenish tint to the sky is 
often a precursor to hail.

Full
2/22

Last
3/1

New
3/8

First
3/15

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 28
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Feb. 22, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

After 1 1/2 years on the job, 
Coloma City Administrator John 
Hodges said he is resigning effec-
tive March 12 because he has not 
been given enough authority by 
Mayor Marvin Taylor.

Taylor said he didn’t feel he 
should be blamed for Hodges’ 
problems, and that several city 
commission members have been 
unhappy with Hodges’ perfor-
mance.

35 years ago – 1981
Students at Andrews University 

have promised $5,300 to repair the 
roof of the Benton Harbor Senior 
Citizen’s Center in response to a 
plea from a community action 
agency. According to Andrews 
Student Association President 
Mark Matthews, the donated 

funds will be drawn from student 
association surplus income, asso-
ciation sponsored games and con-
tributions from the more than 
1,000 dormitory dormitory stu-
dents at the university.

50 years ago – 1966
Sidney C. Schachtmeister, who 

helped organize the Berrien 
County sanitation department 
seven years ago, submitted his 
resignation to health committee 
members Tuesday. Schachtmeis-
ter, currently chief of the county 
health department’s division of 
environmental health, said he will 
take a post as buildings manager 
of a new housing development 
for the elderly in Trenton N.J. He 
is a native of New York City and 
came to Berrien County and be-
gan organizing the sanitation de-
partment in May of 1959.

Today is Monday, Feb. 22, the 
53rd day of 2016. There are 313 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Feb. 22, 1732 (New Style 

date), the first president of the 
United States, George Washing-
ton, was born in Westmoreland 
County in the Virginia Colony.

On this date:
In 1784, a U.S. merchant ship, 

the Empress of China, left New 
York for the Far East to trade 
goods with China.

In 1862, Jefferson Davis, al-
ready the provisional president 
of the Confederacy, was inaugu-
rated for a six-year term follow-
ing his election in Nov. 1861.

In 1865, Tennessee amended 

its constitution to abolish slavery.
In 1909, the Great White Fleet, 

a naval task force sent on a 
round-the-world voyage by Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt, re-
turned after more than a year at 
sea.

In 1924, President Calvin 
Coolidge delivered the first radio 
broadcast from the White House 
as he addressed the country over 
42 stations.In 1935, it became il-
legal for airplanes to fly over the 
White House.

In 1940, the 14th Dalai Lama, 
Tenzin Gyatso, was enthroned at 
age four in Lhasa, Tibet.

In 1959, the inaugural Dayto-
na 500 race was held; although 
Johnny Beauchamp was initially 
declared the winner, the victory 
was later awarded to Lee Petty.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

part in the new program 
this fall. They expect some 
will pursue degrees and 
certificates in specifc fields 
while others will do it to 
get two years of  general 
college courses done.

“Students can get asso-
ciate degrees in machine 
tool, medical assisting, 
welding and culinary arts 
and will be able to partici-
pate in CTE shared pro-
grams,” Pyles said. “Stu-
dents can also get general 
associate degrees in the 
arts and in elementary ed-
ucation with credits that 
are transferrable.”

Ivers called the program 
a “win win” for everyone, 
from the students who get 
an associate degree at no 
cost to them or their fami-
lies to the school districts 
who get state aid for the 
students for a fifth year. 
The state aid will help dis-
tricts pay for the college 
classes students are tak-
ing.

They said the purpose 
of  the informational 
meetings will be to intro-
duce the concept to stu-
dents and parents, tell 
them what’s expected and 
clear up misconceptions. 
For example, students 
will be able to walk in 
graduation ceremonies 
with classmates at the end 
of  their senior year al-
though they won’t get 
their diploma for another 
year.

For their part, Ivers and 
Pyles see the program as a 
way for school districts 
and LMC to provide stu-
dents with educational 
opportunities they might 
not have otherwise.

“Absolutely it’s an op-
portunity to better the 
community and change 
lives,” Pyles said. “We 
hear about student loan 
debt. This eliminates it or 
cuts the burden.”

One Berrien County 
school district has offered 
an early middle college 
program for nearly five 
years. Berrien Springs ap-
proved the program in 

2011 and has had two or 
three students take advan-
tage of  the program each 
year to get college credits 
and an associate degree, 
Superintendent Dave 
Eichberg said.

He sees this new consor-
tium as a good way to ex-
pand the program to all 
school districts in the 
county and reach more 
students.

“By the entire county 
forming a consortium we 
can pool together finan-
cial resources to fund a 
full-time position to over-
see and run the program,” 
he said. “In addition, 
forming the consortium 
creates an incentive for 
the partnering college to 
provide additional sup-
port and educational re-
sources to assist partici-
pating students.” 

New Coloma Superin-
tendent Pete Bush also 
knows about the early 
middle college concept. 
He previously  wasthe 
principal at Coopersville 
High School in Ottawa 
County, and that school 

and others in that area of-
fered the program in part-
nership with Muskegon 
Community College start-
ing in 2013.

He said the program 
can be beneficial to stu-
dents but advises students 
and parents to educate 
themselves about all that 
is involved.

“Early middle college is 
a huge commitment and 
there are certainly some 
concessions such as in 
electives and extracurricu-
lar activities,” he said. 
“People need to look at 
everything before they 
agree.”

At Coopersville, he esti-
mated that five to 10 stu-
dents out of  a class of 
around 200 students 
joined the program.

“They knew what they 
wanted to accomplish and 
their parents were sup-
portive,” he said. “... They 
gained a level of  maturity 
from being a college stu-
dent, and it set them on 
the path to be successful. 
Some may not have gone 
to college otherwise.”

COLLEGE
From page A1

was a learning experience, but as 
soon as I became Upton’s main 
art teacher, it was like a fish being 
in water.”

Fralick said he always pictured 
himself as a high school teacher 
but quickly found middle school 
students are at the right age.

“They are incredibly capable, 
but they don’t have any of that 
teenage angst,” he said jokingly. 
“To me it’s that perfect age. They 
can do so much and have every 
ability in the world.”

Scholastic Art and Writing puts 
on regional shows across the 
country, including the one in 
South Bend. Fralick said artists 

like Andy Warhol and Sylvia 
Plath won scholastic gold as kids 
in their own respective categories.

“It’s a big deal. Anything that 
gets gold goes onto the national 
show in New York,” Fralick said. 
“If it makes that show, then we 
have to ship the artwork there.”

Anyone involved in teaching art 
in  Southwest Michigan and  the 
South Bend community in the 
past 40 years will recognize Ann 
Hamilton’s name. She has been a 
source of inspiration and motiva-
tion for a number of young artists 
throughout her career.

Aware of the significance of ex-
cellent teaching as a component 
of success at the Scholastic Art 
Awards, the board agreed to rec-
ognize an educator for excellence 
in teaching, and to name the 

award for Hamilton.
The award and plaque that 

hangs in Fralick’s  room for at 
least another year can be seen 
when entering his class. It’s a re-
minder of his students’ effort as 
well as his own.

“It makes me feel good to be 
recognized among my peers. I 
know they all work as hard as I 
do,” Fralick said. “This is a tough 
job sometimes. I don’t teach out 
of a textbook. Everything has to 
be developed from within. You see 
something and have to figure out 
how to turn this into an assign-
ment. There’s a lot of planning 
and preparation as an art teacher 
that many people don’t recog-
nize.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Don Campbell / HP staff

Joseph Fralick, visual arts instructor at Upton Middle School, leads a studio 
art class Friday afternoon.

ART
From page A1

She said Mary Lou Nye 
was always willing to do 
whatever she was asked to 
do. She said just this past 
week, she called Mary 
Lou Nye at 5 a.m. to fill 
in for another worker 
who was sick.

“No questions asked. 
She’s here, and she 
works,” Ackerman said. 
“She was a very awesome 
employee.”

She said the community 
is pulling together to help 
those impacted by this 
loss.

“Bridgman schools 
have been great to us,” she 
said. “The superintendent 
called me (Sunday) and 
offered their crisis team 
to us. I’ll be contacting 
them.”

She said she was at the 
child care center Sunday 
night typing a letter to 
be handed to parents as 
they dropped off  their 
kids at the center this 
morning.

“We put a letter togeth-
er, and I put their address 
in there so if  they want to 
send a card to Mary’s 
husband, Chris, they can 
do that,” she said. 

Mary Lou Nye and her 
husband enjoyed going 
on camping trips several 
times a year, according to 
neighbor Carol Dinges. 
She said they would 
watch each other’s houses 
during trips.

“Every time I spoke 
with her, she was just 
pleasant,” Dinges said.

Mary Jo Nye
Before  retiring, Mary 

Jo Nye taught English to 
students at an alternative 
high school for at-risk 
teens, coaching even the 
most reluctant ones to be-
come better writers, said 

Tara Egnatuk, assistant 
director of  Calhoun 
Community High School 
where Nye worked.

“She was an English 
teacher, but she was a lot 
more than that to the stu-
dents who don’t come 
from great home lives,” 
she said. “She really had a 
position of  mentorship, 
kind of  a motherly figure 
for a lot of  these kids.”

Egnatuk said Nye 
helped launch the school 
by working on writing its 
charter and retired four 
years ago.

Since retiring, Nye en-
joyed quilting, playing 
Scrabble and volunteer-
ing at her church while 
continuing to tutor stu-
dents, Egnatuk said. Nye 
also  had  previously 
worked as a literacy spe-
cialist for the state of 
Michigan.

“I’m getting calls and 
emails and messages from 
former students who are 
just devastated,” she said.

Cheryl Chubinski, a 
school secretary who 
knew Nye for 20 years, 
said Nye would bring in a 
sewing machine, do cook-
ing demonstrations and 
show students how to 
make homemade gifts at 
Christmas.

“It’s not like we had 
tons of  resources, but she 
certainly brought in those 
things any way she could,” 
she said.

Chubinski said that 
helping students believe 
in themselves was a great-
er reward than monetary 
compensation for her 
friend.

“You didn’t need a 
raise,” she said. “You 
needed the kids to say, 
‘Thank you, Ms. Nye. 
You helped me make it.’”

The Associated Press contributed to 
this report.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

SHOOTING
From page A1

Nearly 30,000 specta-
tors flock to the track for 
a weekend of  camping, 
racing and fireworks, 
bringing in millions of 
dollars in revenue to the 
Southwest Michigan and 
northern Indiana econo-
mies.

It’s quite a bit different 
than the track’s very hum-
ble beginnings.

“I was 39 years old, and 
I always wanted to build a 
track for racing,” Ritchie 
told The Herald-Palladi-
um in a 2007 story. “I fig-
ured if  I didn’t do it then, 
I’d never do it.” 

On one weekend trip, he 

raced a snowmobile on 
that chunk of  land, and 
when he saw the area he 
knew right away it would 
make for a good larger-
scale track.

“I started in with a cou-
ple of  partners but within 
a couple of  years, I owned 
the whole thing,” he said. 

Racing was an acquired 
passion for the Valparai-
so, Ind., native.

“When I was younger I 

played football and wasn’t 
really into racing,” he 
said. “Later on I just loved 
(racing). I wasn’t particu-
larly good, but I enjoyed 
it.”

Two of  Ritchie’s three 
children – Tim Ritchie 
and Amy Ritchie – run the 
track.

Tim Ritchie, with the 
help of  former motocross 
racer and Indiana native 
Mike LaRocco, created 

what is now known as 
“LaRocco’s Leap,” a racer 
and spectator favorite.

The leap was an instant 
attraction and later was 
fittingly named after 
LaRocco, who was the 
first rider to successfully 
clear the jump. It, like the 
rest of  the facility, is con-
sidered among the best in 
the country. 

“When I’m standing on 
the hill near the finish line 
and look around and see 
28,000 people watching 
and all those motorcycles 
coming at you, well, you 
just can’t beat it,” Gene 
Ritchie said in 2007. “It’s 
the greatest feeling in the 
world.”

Contact: jmitchell@TheHP.com, 
429-1294, @HPJasonMitchell

RITCHIE
From page A1

When I’m standing on the hill near the finish 
line and look around and see 28,000 people 
watching and all those motorcycles coming 
at you, well, you just can’t beat it. It’s the 
greatest feeling in the world.

GENE RITCHIE


