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PechaKucha Vol. 4
The Whirlpool Creatives Associa-

tion, Wightman and Associates and 
Krasl Art Center are collaborating to 
present the fourth installment of a 
local PechaKucha Night at 7 p.m. 
Thursday at the Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph.

Conceived by Astrid Klein and Mark 
Dytham in Tokyo, PechaKucha Night is 
an international phenomenon taking 
place regularly in more than 700 cities 
around the world, and attended by more 
than 250,000 people annually.

The key to the success is the simple 
format in which presenters get 20 
images shown for 20 seconds each, 
giving anyone a chance to present their 
recent project.

There are 10 confirmed presenters for 
Thursday’s event at the Box Facto-
ry. They are Ann R. Miller, Stacy Glei-
ss, David Baker, Gloria Weberg, 
Michael Gross, Navya Mastanaiah, 
Stefany Holland, Jerry Anderson, 
Angela Reichart and Mark Strauss. 
Bill LaDitka hosts.

Doors open at 6 p.m. and beer and 
wine will be available to purchase. 
Admission is a $1 donation. For more 
information, visit www.pechakucha.org/
cities/st-joseph.

What to watch

Just announced

Mark your calendar now

Super Bowl 50
Tonight: Break out the chicken wings 

and adult beverages. America’s day of 
gridiron gluttony is finally upon us. The 
big game pits the Carolina Panthers 
against the Denver Broncos in Santa 
Clara, Calif., as about a gazillion TV 
viewers look on. Oh, but it’s about so 
much more than football. There’s the 
totally wacky commercials and, of 
course, the halftime show, which has 
Coldplay performing with Beyonce and 
Bruno Mars. It could be golden. 6:30 
p.m. CBS.

For more TV highlights, see the four-
page insert inside Comics.

Albert Lee Band
British guitarist Albert Lee, known for 

his fingerstyle and hybrid picking tech-
nique, performs at 8 p.m. Friday at The 
Acorn Theater, 107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks.

Lee, a five-time consecutive “Guitar 
Player” magazine “Best Country Guitar-
ist,” played in the popular UK band 
Heads Hands & Feet, was a member of 
Emmylou Harris’ Hot Band, worked 
with Eric Clapton for five years and 
recorded with everyone from Jerry Lee 
Lewis to Earl Scruggs to Jackson 
Browne.

Lee’s song “Country Boy” helped 
redefine country guitar for a whole gen-
eration of players, and would later 
become a hit for multi-instrumentalist 
Ricky Skaggs.

Lee’s band also includes keyboardist 
John Thomas (Bruce Hornsby), bass 
player Will MacGregor (Pretenders) 
and drummer Jason Smith.

Tickets are $35.
For more information, call 756-3879 

or visit www.acorntheater.com.

LIVE auditions
Lake Michigan College’s Fine & Per-

forming Arts Department is holding 
auditions for LIVE @ The Mendel Cen-
ter, its casual, cabaret event slated for 
March 18 at The Mendel Center, 2755 
E. Napier Ave., Benton Harbor.

Both performing arts students and 
community members with backgrounds 
in music, comedy, drama, spoken word, 
storytelling, dance and other talents are 
welcome to audition at 6 p.m. Feb. 16 
in Room MC103 inside The Mendel 
Center. Those who plan to audition must 
be high school age or older and should 
be prepared to perform a segment of 
their act.

LIVE @ The Mendel Center will be 
directed by LMC alumnus and Midwest-
ern musician Dan Maxon. The event 
will be at 7 p.m. March 18 in the south 
lobby of The Mendel Center. General 
admission tickets are $20 and include 
hors d’oeuvres. A cash bar also will be 
available. Tickets must be ordered by 
March 14.

To order tickets, visit www.themen-
delcenter.com. For questions about 
auditions, email Maxon at danrmaxon@
gmail.com. 

‘Pride & Prejudice & Zombies’ is a silly muddle
“Pride and Prejudice and 

Zombies” is as silly as it sounds, 
and not nearly as fun as it 
should be.

In this adaptation of Seth 
Grahame-Smith’s 
bestselling genre 
mashup of Jane 
Austen’s classic 
and, well, zom-
bies, the Bennet 
sisters don’t just 
have marriage 
and love and 
class obstacles to 
fret about, there’s 
also the immi-
nent threat of  the undead over-
taking the land.

Here, the Bennet sisters aren’t 
merely unmarried gals looking 
for a suitable match, either. 
They’re trained warriors who 
can and do protect their home-
stead. The most passionate, of 
course, is Elizabeth (”Cinderel-
la’s” Lily James).

Early on the girls (Bella 
Heathcote, Ellie Bamer, Millie 
Brady and Suki Waterhouse) 
get to show their blade-wielding 
might against the fast-moving, 
brain-craving predators.

It’s actually pretty enjoyable, 
if  a little manic.

But director Burr Steers’ at-
tempts at melding these genres 
into one coherent fi lm are clum-

sy at best. The fi lm adheres sin-
cerely to the beats of  Austen’s 
story – the balls, the scheming, 
the misunderstandings between 
Lizzie and Mr. Darcy (Sam Ri-
ley), the iconic scenes – while 
peppering most with a zombie 
scare or two.

There is some wit in the sim-
pler moments – a stoic shot of 
the Bennet sisters in the living 
room cleaning guns in their day 
dresses, for example, or the few 
famous verbal showdowns that 
are choreographed as all out 
fi ghts. But that’s the best that 
Steers can do to integrate the 
two very disparate tones sin-
cerely.

Otherwise it feels as though 
we’re watching a number of 
movies patched together. Matt 
Smith and Lena Headey, in par-
ticular, seem to be acting in 
their own Terry Gilliam fi lm 
that was kept secret from the 
rest of  the cast.

James is the anchor of the 
fi lm – as she should be – but she 
is really the only one with any 
verve or conviction at all. It 
makes up for a lot of  the fi lm 
and the story’s defi ciencies, but 
ultimately not enough to save it. 
Riley’s Darcy is a growling bore 
for most of  the fi lm and the 
others barely register at all.

This story might have been 

better suited to a television ad-
aptation. The characters would 
have been allowed to breathe 
for a beat in that case. Here, the 
action and violence take up the 
space that would have generally 
been used for character devel-
opment.

That this fi lm is rated PG-13 
is a questionable decision, too, 
with all the skull smashing, 
head-chopping and gut thrash-
ing. With its literary origins and 
promise of  some butt-kicking 
female protagonists, the story 
seems perfect for a younger au-
dience. But Steers and company 
went dark and violent – still not 
enough for the horror crowds, 
mind you. And, save for Eliza-

beth, the warrior ladies really 
only get that one scene before 
letting the male soldiers take up 
the zombie fi ght.

The choice of  Steers as direc-
tor is perhaps the most peculiar 
of  all. Directors can and should 
reach outside of their comfort 
zone, but to go from “Igby 
Goes Down,” ‘‘17 Again” and 
“Charlie St. Cloud” to this 
might have been a side step too 
far. The Austen scenes are fi ne, 
but the action and horror don’t 
land.

Steers reverts to jump scares 
and the odd technique of blur-
ring the shot to show a charac-
ter’s panic when a zombie at-
tacks. It’s likely meant to stress 
out viewers, but it’s more an-
noying than anything else. A 
simple cut would have suffi ced.

The fi lm is all over the board 
stylistically and tonally, and the 
elements of  both horror and 
comedy fall fl at. By the climax 
you’re almost forgotten what 
you’re watching and who you’re 
supposed to care about.

For now, it seems only Edgar 
Wright has really conquered the 
modern genre mashup. But 
that’s an unfair standard for 
any mortal, or undead, to live 
up to.

Lindsey Bahr is a film writer with The Asso-
ciated Press. Follow her on Twitter @ldbahr.

Jay Maidment / Screen Gems / Sony

Lily James is shown in a scene from “Pride and Prejudice and Zombies.”

Lindsey
Bahr
Movie Review

‘Pride and Prejudice 
and Zombies’

(out of 4 stars)

Starring: Lily James, Lena Headey 
and Douglas Booth

Directed by: Burr Steers

Written by: Burr Steers

Running time: 107 minutes

Rated: PG-13
(for zombie violence and action, and brief 

suggestive material)

A listing of major upcoming 
concerts in the region. Tickets 
can be purchased through 
venues or, in most cases, 
through Ticketmaster by call-
ing 800-745-3000 or online at 
www.ticketmaster.com:

February
Tony Emmanuel: Feb. 14, 

DeVos Performance Hall, Grand 
Rapids

Home Free: Feb. 14, State 
Theatre, Kalamazoo

AC/DC: Feb. 17, United Cen-
ter, Chicago

Lil Wayne: Feb. 18, Van Andel 
Arena, Grand Rapids

Dropkick Murphys: Feb. 19, 
Aragon Ballroom, Chicago

Bill Engvall: Feb. 19, The 
Venue, Hammond, Ind.

Jason Isbell with Shovels & 
Rope: Feb. 20, The Chicago 
Theatre

Naughty By Nature: Feb. 20, 
House of Blues, Chicago

Kacey Musgraves: Feb. 25, 
State Theatre, Kalamazoo

G. Love & Special Sauce: 
Feb. 25, House of Blues, Chica-
go

Joan Jett and The Black-
hearts: Feb. 26, Silver Creek 
Event Center, Four Winds Casi-
no Resort, New Buffalo

March
The Chieftains: March 2, 

Rialto Square Theatre, Joliet, Ill.
Paul Zerdin: March 4, Silver 

Creek Event Center, Four Winds 

Casino Resort, New Buffalo
Fall Out Boy: March 8, Van 

Andel Arena, Grand Rapids
R5: March 10, The Chicago 

Theatre
The Who: March 10, United 

Center, Chicago
Leon Bridges: March 11, The 

Chicago Theatre
Gaelic Storm: March 11-12, 

House of Blues, Chicago
Fall Out Boy: March 12, Unit-

ed Center, Chicago
Megadeth: March 13, Aragon 

Ballroom, Chicago
Nick Carter: March 19, House 

of Blues Chicago
Celtic Woman: March 20, The 

Morris Performing Arts Center, 
South Bend

Bonnie Raitt: March 22, The 
Chicago Theatre

Elton John: March 23, Van 
Andel Arena, Grand Rapids

Indigo Girls: March 25, Forest 
Hills Fine Art Center, Grand Rap-
ids

Boyz II Men: March 25, The 
Venue, Hammond, Ind.

ZZ Top: March 26, Silver 
Creek Event Center, Four Winds 
Casino Resort, New Buffalo

Aaron Lewis: March 27, The 
Venue, Hammond, Ind.

April
Ani DiFranco: April 2, Michi-

gan Theater, Ann Arbor
David Gilmour: April 4, 6 and 

8, United Center, Chicago
Iron Maiden: April 6, United 

Center, Chicago
Foreigner: April 8, Silver 

Creek Event Center, Four Winds 
Casino Resort, New Buffalo

Disturbed: April 8, Orbit 
Room, Grand Rapids

YouTube moves closer 
to becoming a Netflix 
for the millennials

Could it soon be time to YouTube 
and chill?

The world’s biggest online video 
platform will offi cially crack into the 
paid original content business next 
week when it premieres the fi rst four 
titles produced for its new subscrip-
tion service, YouTube Red, the com-
pany said Wednesday.

Included in the Feb. 10 launch: 
“Dance Camp,” a musical teen dra-
ma produced by digital network 
AwesomenessTV; “Scare 
PewDiePie,” a series that pairs You-
Tube sensation Felix Kjellberg with 
the creator of “The Walking Dead” 
and Maker Studios; “A Trip to Uni-
corn Island,” a documentary by an-
other wildly popular YouTube star, 
Lilly Singh, and digital-fi rst studio 
Astronauts Wanted; and “Lazer 
Team” a sci-fi  comedy made by pro-
duction company Rooster Teeth and 
Fullscreen Films.

The launch marks an important 
turning point for YouTube, which is 
largely responsible for kick-starting 
the online video revolution but 
hasn’t generated the same buzz as 
Netfl ix, Amazon Prime Video or 
Hulu in recent years.

Those streaming sites have en-
joyed massive success with popular 
series such as “House of Cards,” 

“Orange Is the New Black” and 
“Transparent.”

YouTube hopes to do the same, 
but with cheaper productions and a 
decidedly younger audience that’s 
grown up watching YouTube and 
social media stars in lieu of tradi-
tional TV.

“Initially, there’s going to be a 
strong focus on the fan base,” said 
Susanne Daniels, YouTube’s global 
head of original content and a for-
mer executive at MTV and Lifetime.

There are growing signs that You-
Tube’s homegrown artists have per-
manently broken into the main-
stream. Kjellberg made a recent 
appearance as a guest on “The Late 
Show With Stephen Colbert.” Singh 
was a recent guest on “The Tonight 
Show” with Jimmy Fallon. And Ty-
ler Oakley, another massive You-
Tube “infl uencer,” had a book land 
on the New York Times bestseller 
list and appears on CBS’ “The 
Amazing Race.”

“Each infl uencer has their unique 
voice,” said Matt Kaplan, head of 
AwesomenessTV’s fi lm division. 
“There’s a reason why (millions) of 
people are watching them and it’s 
not just because it’s free.”

YouTube aims to release between 
15 and 20 new titles on Red this 
year.

By DAVID PIERSON
Los Angeles Times
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