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LOCAL & STATE
More 
money, 
fewer 
students

BENTON TOWNSHIP —  To 
keep up with its cost of doing busi-
ness, Lake Michigan College will 
again levy its full operating millage 
this year.

LMC Board members autho-
rized the college Tuesday to levy 
the full 2.0 mills, from which it ex-
pects to generate about $16 million 
in property tax revenue for the cur-
rent fi scal year, which ends June 30.

The money accounts for just 
over half the $33.7 million in total 
estimated revenue LMC expects to 
collect this year, according to fi g-
ures prepared by the college.

However, due to Headlee 
Amendment-mandated rollbacks, 
that fi gure will likely shrink to 
1.7584 mills by the time LMC 
adopts a new budget this spring, 
said Kelli Hahn, vice president of 
fi nancial services.

“That’s what we collect. We levy 
it every year, and then, they roll it 
back. It’s just procedural,” Hahn 
said.

State law requires institutions 
like LMC to estimate by the third 
Monday in April how much tax 
money they’ll need  –  and outline 
their other estimated sources of 
revenue – for the 2016-17 fi scal 
year.

LMC expects to collect $10.9 
million through tuition and fees, 
followed by state appropriations 
($5.4 million), other funding 
sources ($1.3 million), and non-
credit tuition and fees ($141,000), 
its fi gures show.

Enrollment is currently between 
3,200 and 3,300 students – though 
the fi gure isn’t fi nal, “because a lot 
of high school students haven’t 
registered yet” in dual enrollment 
programs, LMC President Jennifer 
Spielvogel said.

Overall, enrollment is off by 
about 2 percent last year. That fi g-
ure is lower the enrollment declines 
other community colleges are ex-
periencing, Spielvogel said.

“It’s where we expected to be,” 
she said.

Most other major budget indica-
tors are running ahead of last year, 
said  Hahn, who briefl y updated 
the board on how those numbers 
are looking. All fi gures are through 
Dec. 31, 2015.

Current property tax collections 
are running at $12.5 million, or 
$123,000 over budget, and 
$571,000 above last year, Hahn 
said. One key factor was the state’s 
reimbursement of Renaissance 
Zone funding, which accounted 
for about $45,000 of the total gain, 
she said.

Tuition and fees are running at 
$5.3 million, which is $106,000 un-
der budget, and $51,000 below this 
time last year, according to Hahn’s 
report.

That fi gure refl ects a 2.4 percent 
decline in overall billing hours for 
the fall 2015 term – though it’s 
somewhat offset by a 7 percent 
gain in middle college and direct 
credit hours, she said.

Non-credit tuition stands at 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

LMC board gets report on 
numbers, retains tax level

Louise Wrege / HP staff

USDA Conservationist Amanda Kautz of the Goshen Service Center in Indiana performs an experiment Wednesday to show farmers and conservationists 
how tilling soil causes more erosion and, thus, more pollution in waterways. In the above photo, she prepares to put chunks of tilled, left, versus non-tilled 
soil suspended by chicken wire in water. The below photo shows how over time, the tilled soil breaks apart into tiny pieces while the non-tilled soil is 
slower to break apart. Kautz and fellow district conservationist Derek Thompson spoke during a “Productive Lands, Cleaner Water” workshop.

Ox Creek’s erosion problem

BENTON HARBOR — One 
of the most polluted streams in 
Southwest Michigan received a 
little more attention Wednesday 
when conservationists talked with 
farmers about how to manage 
their land in a way to reduce ero-
sion.

Marcy Colclough, senior plan-
ner with the Southwest Michigan 
Planning Commission in Benton 
Harbor, said the pollution from 
Ox Creek goes through the Paw 
Paw River and eventually, the St. 
Joseph River, which empties into 
Lake Michigan.

She spoke during the “Produc-
tive Lands, Cleaner Water” work-
shop Wednesday sponsored by the 
Berrien Conservation District.

She said the St. Joseph River 
watershed is the third-largest wa-
tershed fl owing into the lake. 
Combine that with the fact that 
the Great Lakes contain 21 per-
cent of the fresh water in the world 
and suddenly, cleaning up that lit-
tle creek becomes very important.

“They did some studies on Ox 
Creek and ...  the  macroinverte-
brates and the fi sh and the aquatic 
life are not doing very well,” she 
said. “The reason for this is we 
have a lot of siltation sediment 
getting into the creek and covering 
up the habitat. They’re smothered 
out, and they don’t have places to 
live.”

She said the pollution from the 
St. Joseph River can be seen some 
days where the river fl ows into the 
lake.

“In the pier area you can see it 
some days when it’s just a plume 
of sediment coming in,” she said. 
“It’s coming from all over (from) 
urban and agricultural sources 
throughout the watershed. We 
need to do a better job of control-
ling this so we protect not only our 
local creeks but also Lake Michi-
gan.”

She said Southwest Michi-
gan  got $5.4 million in funding 
from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture through the 2014 Farm 
Bill to clean up the St. Joseph 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Buying better than renting in Berrien County, financial company calculates

A New York fi nancial technolo-
gy company has ranked Berrien 
County sixth in Michigan as the 
best place to buy a home, versus 
renting.

SmartAsset used its “rent vs. 
buy” calculator to determine the 
long-term costs of buying or rent-
ing a home at locations throughout 
the country for a family with an in-
come of at least $100,000 a year.

In addition to landing in the top 
10 in Michigan, Berrien County 
ranked 39th nationwide. Mason 
County ranked fi rst in Michigan.

According to SmartAsset, the 
average home price in Berrien 
County is $116,974, and the aver-
age mortgage payment is $474 a 
month.

In comparison, the average 
monthly rent in Berrien is $1,037 a 
month.

SmartAsset uses such fi gures as 
home equity, upfront costs such as 
a down payment, ongoing home-
owner expenses and selling expens-
es, compared to monthly rent ad-
justed for infl ation.

“Perhaps the most important 
factor to consider when making 
this buy-or-rent decision is how 
long you plan to stay in your 
home,” SmartAsset’s website ex-
plains. “If you’ll only be in town a 
year, renting will almost always be 
your obvious best choice. On the 
other hand, if you plan on staying 
put for 50 years, renting almost al-
ways makes no sense.”

According to its  calculations, it 
makes more fi nancial sense to buy a 
home in Berrien County than to rent 
if you plan to stay at least two years.

In contrast, in New York City, 
where the average home price is al-
most $600,000, the break-even 

point is more than 18 years. The 
Midwest is more affordable. In Chi-
cago, where the average home costs 
$177,000, the break-even point is 
4.2 years.

Renters in Berrien have some 
good news, according to ValuePen-
guin. Communities here have low 
costs for renter’s insurance, based 
on a 1,000-square-foot property 
with $25,000 in personal property 
coverage and $100,000 on liability 
coverage.

The average annual cost of rent-
er’s insurance in New Buffalo is 
$386. In St. Joseph it’s $394 and in 
Berrien Springs and Benton Har-
bor it’s $394.

The highest average in Michigan 
is in Detroit, at $827, and the low-
est is in Hart, at $356.

Whether to rent or buy is fi nally 
a personal decision, SmartAsset 
concludes.

“In the end, the ‘rent vs. buy’ de-
cision comes down to your prefer-
ences and plans,” states SmartAs-
set’s website. “If you know exactly 
how long you want to stay in your 
home and where you want to live, 
and you have some money saved 
up, the decision could be as easy as 
calculating which option will cost 
you less. If your future is less clear, 
however, you may have more to 
consider.”

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

County ranks sixth in state 
as best home-buying market

See LMC, page B2

Lessons offered for keeping soil in the banks

See SOIL, page B2

Silver Beach Carousel needs volunteers
ST. JOSEPH — The month-

long maintenance shutdown at 
the Silver Beach Carousel is al-
most over, and volunteers are 
needed to help clean up and staff  
upcoming events.

Saturday is  “Make it Shine 
Day” from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. The 

Carousel Society  needs window 
washers, concession stand scrub-
bers and people to move things 
back into place so it’s  ready for 
reopening at Waikiki Weekend, 
Feb. 4-7. Volunteers will get a 
sneak peek at its revised deck, 
fi gures and fl ooring and will get 
lunch. Volunteers can sign up at 
www.volunteerup.com.

Feb. 1-2 are decorating days to 
transform the carousel into a 
tropical setting  for Waikiki 
Weekend. Lunch is provid-
ed both days.

Feb. 4-7 is Waikiki Weekend 
and Magical Ice Fest. The carou-
sel is  reopening in time for the 
12th Annual Magical Ice Fest 
Feb. 5-7.

The society reports it will need 
help from Family Fun Night 
through Sunday of the ice fest. 
Volunteers can sign up for a shift 
at www.VolunteerUP.com. They 
are urged to  wear fl ip-fl ops, 
shorts and tropical clothes.

A volunteer appreciation night 
will be Feb. 21. Doors will open 
at 5:30 p.m.

By HP STAFF
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Each week, The Herald-Palladium publishes photos and infor-
mation about people from the area who are wanted on out-
standing warrants for various alleged felonies. Listed below are 
the name, last known community of residence and charges for 
each of the suspects.The Berrien County Sheriff’s Department 
and Crime Stoppers are providing the information.

WANTED IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Paul Burton

Paul Edward Burton, Colo-
ma and Detroit: Uttering 
and publishing (6 counts).

Marktis Johnson  

Marktis Lamont-Campbell 
Johnson, Benton Har-
bor: Breaking and entering a 
building with intent, larceny in 
a building, resisting and 
obstructing police officer.

Allen Lanier 

Allen Daniel Lanier, 
Buchanan: Larceny by con-
version.

Daren Finehout

Daren Eugene Finehout, 
Watervliet: Receiving, con-
cealing stolen firearms, fire-
arms altering identification, 
absconding felony probation.

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for information that leads to the arrest of any of 
these people. Callers don’t need to leave a name but will be assigned a code num-
ber. Call 1-800-342-STOP or 288-STOP. This information comes from Crime Stop-
pers and the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. All warrants must be reconfirmed 
before an arrest. To comment on the accuracy of this information, call 269-983-
7141, ext. 4711.

BERRIEN COUNTY 
TRIAL COURT

Drug Court sentences
St. Joseph

Matthew C. Lannert, 23, of 
Parker Avenue, Benton Harbor, 
$1,738 in fines and costs, 18 
months probation, 45 days on 
tether and driver’s license sus-
pended for 6 months, restrict-
ed after 30 days, for maintain-
ing a drug house Sept. 8, 
2015, in Benton Harbor.

Timothy R. Mason, 35, of 
Pearl Street, Benton Harbor, 8 
days in jail, credit for 8 days 
served, and $485 in fines and 
costs for being a disorderly 
person by loitering and con-
ducting an illegal business, a 
drug transaction, Aug. 18, 
2015, in Benton Harbor.

James D. Marsh, 25, of Vine 
Street, St. Joseph, 90 days in 
jail, $198 in costs and driver’s 
license suspended for 1 year for 
possession of narcotics, less 
than 25 grams cocaine, July 10, 
2015, in Sodus Township.

Keith R. Lowe, 30, of Michi-
gan City, Ind., 30 days in jail, 
credit for 2 days served, 
$1,398 in fines and costs, and 
driver’s license suspended for 
1 year, restricted after 60 
days, for possession of a con-
trolled substance, analogues, 
Dec. 3, 2015, in Chikaming 
Township.

The Herald-Palladium is 
publishing collection 
points for bottled water 
contributions to help Flint 
residents. The city wel-
comes cases of bottled 
water. To publicize your 
collection, email local-
news@TheHP.com. Put 
“water collection” in sub-
ject line.  

 Eric Miller is collect-
ing water at his home at 
221 E. Napier Ave. in 
Benton Township. He said 
he has a trailer large 
enough for two cars, and 
he will drive load to Flint 
at 1 p.m. Saturday.

Water for Flint

$125,000, or $75,000 over 
budget, and $80,000 over 
last year, Hahn said.

Most of that money is gen-
erated through work force 
training and development 
programs, “with community 
education making up the dif-
ference,” Hahn’s report stat-
ed.  Much of the boost in 
non-credit tuition comes 
from increased business and 
manufacturing offerings, plus 
“increased local employer de-
mand for customized train-
ing in such areas as industrial 

technology skills,” Hahn stat-
ed in her report.

Another bright spot for the 
college is its auxiliary opera-
tions category, which includes 
its conference and event ser-
vices, Mendel Mainstage, 
and its Beckwith Hall student 
housing complex.

Beckwith Hall’s occupan-
cy is now running at 163 stu-
dents, or about 80 percent of 
capacity, which occurred due 
to “greater than expected” 
fall occupancy, Hahn said.

Miscellaneous fees and 
revenues are also running 
over budget, “primarily due 
to strong ticket sales at stu-
dent productions,” she said.

LMC
From page B1

River watershed.
She said some of that 

money will be used to re-
store wetlands that have 
been lost. Colclough said 72 
percent of the wetlands that 
used to exist in the Ox Creek 
watershed and 50 percent 
of the wetlands that used to 
exist in the St. Joseph River 
watershed are gone.  She 
said restoring some of the 
wetlands will help slow 
down the water so it soaks 
into the ground and is natu-
rally filtered by the the soil.

“Primarily, we’re looking 
for agricultural ground ... 
which has been abandoned 
because it’s too wet to 
farm,” said Erin Segar, area 
resource soil scientist with 
the USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser-
vice in Grand Rapids. “We, 
through the program, come 
in and get it back in a wet-
land.”

Besides wetland restora-
tion, the money will be used 
to help farmers implement 
ways to reduce erosion from 
their farmland, such as cre-

ating grassed waterways 
and natural buffer zones. 
Sherman Reed, district con-
servationist with the USDA 
Natural Conservation Ser-
vice Office in Berrien 
Springs, said stopping ero-
sion not only helps reduce 
pollution, but saves farmers 
money.

“Just imagine no vegeta-
tion and all of that soil 
that’s leaving your  land 
that’s costing you mon-
ey,” he said.

In addition, conserva-
tionists from Indiana dem-
onstrated to farmers 
how tilling the soil year af-
ter year breaks it down and 
makes it more prone to ero-
sion and makes the soil un-
healthy.

USDA conservationist 
Amanda Kautz from the 
Goshen Service Center in 
Goshen, Ind., said soil 
needs to be able to sustain a 
diverse ecosystem of plants 
and animals.

“In order to do that, we 
need soil to be able to infil-
trate water,” she said. “We 
don’t want it ponding on 
the surface. We want it go-
ing down and entering our 
groundwater and being fil-

tered through that soil. We 
want it to hold on to some 
of that water so we have wa-
ter for the crops and the 
trees and all the plants.”

She said farmers who use 
no-till methods of managing 
farmland end up with health-
ier soil that filters water.

In one demonstration, 
she put chunks of tilled soil 
and non-tilled soil into sep-
arate containers of wa-
ter – both pieces suspended 
by chicken wire. The chunk 
of tilled soil immediately 
started crumbling.

“It can’t hold together,” 
she said. “There’s not that 
biological glue there to hold 
it. There’s not the soil struc-
ture that’s built together.”

She said soil farmed 
through  no-till methods 
build structure to hold it to-
gether.

“When you till every year, 
you’re going to break up the 
fungus,” she said. “It’s not 
going to want to live there. 
You’re going to close your 
earthworm channels. 
They’re not going to want 
to live there. You actually 
stimulate your bacteria 
growth and throw off the 
balance of your biology.”

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Bette Pierman, in blue on right, was one of almost 50 people participating in the “Productive 
Lands, Cleaner Water” workshop sponsored by the Berrien Conservation District, which was 
aimed to give farmers ideas on how to manage their lands to create less erosion. Pierman is 
the vice president of the Two Rivers Coalition, which aims to protect the health of the Black 
River and Paw Paw River watersheds.

SOIL
From page B1
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