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Each week, The Herald-Palladium publishes photos and infor-
mation about people from the area who are wanted on out-
standing warrants for various alleged felonies. Listed below are 
the name, last known community of residence and charges for 
each of the suspects.The Berrien County Sheriff’s Department 
and Crime Stoppers are providing the information.

WANTED IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Walter Mickiey

Walter Lee Mickiey, Ben-
ton Harbor: Domestic vio-
lence – third offense, larceny 
in a building.

Lewerren Washington

Lewerren Downdrell 
Washington, Benton Har-
bor: Assault with a dangerous 
weapon.

Jamal Lesure

Jamal Damone Lesure, 
Benton Harbor: Assault with 
a dangerous weapon, domes-
tic violence – third offense.

Adam Beshires

Adam Matthew Beshires, 
Berrien Springs: Sex offender 
fail to register address – sec-
ond offense.

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for information that leads to the arrest of any of 
these people. Callers don’t need to leave a name but will be assigned a code num-
ber. Call 1-800-342-STOP or 288-STOP. This information comes from Crime Stop-
pers and the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. All warrants must be reconfirmed 
before an arrest. To comment on the accuracy of this information, call 269-983-
7141, ext. 4711.

Taking America’s racial temperature
STEVENSVILLE —  Harold 

Bragg will speak on “Race in Amer-
ica: Then, Now and What We See 
For The Future” Tuesday, Feb. 9, in 

a presentation sponsored by Ber-
rien County Democratic Women.

The  7 p.m. event at the Lincln 
Township Public Library is in hon-
or of Black History Month. The 
event is free and open to the public.

Bragg is a retired Coloma High 
School history teacher and had 

served  on the Coloma City Com-
mission.  He was at the march in 
Washington, D.C., in 1963 when 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave his 
“I Have A Dream” speech and re-
turned for the 50th anniversary in 
2013. He was a founding member 
of the Akron, Ohio, Chapter of 

the Congress of Racial Equality.
Bragg was part of a founding 

group for fair housing designed to 
eliminate red-lining by real  estate 
agents and bankers. For seven years 
he and his wife, Carla, were facilita-
tors in the Healing Racism Work-
shop at the Upton Center of Lake-

land Hospital.
Berrien County 

Democratic Women 
will have  their 
monthly meeting at 
5:30 for social time, 
with the business 
meeting at 6 p.m.

Midwest Energy  
Cooperative gives out 
$30K in school grants

CASSOPOLIS — Eight 
schools in Southwest Mich-
igan are among the recipi-
ents of $30,476 in grants 
from a Cass County-based 
utility.

The Strengthening 
Schools grants are from the 
Midwest Energy Coopera-
tive of Cassopolis, in part-
nership with Touchstone 
Energy Cooperative.

Area schools and districts 
receiving grants are 
Bloomingdale High School, 
Brandywine Elementary 
School, Coloma High 
School, Dowagiac Middle 
School, Dowagiac Union 
Schools, Lawrence Junior/
Senior High School, Niles 
Howard-Ellis Elementary 
School and Paw Paw Later 
Elementary School.

“We help bridge that gap 
where budgets fall increas-
ingly short,” said Della 
Bundle, a co-op member 
who served on the grant se-
lection committee.

Coloma High School 
Spanish Teacher Matt Ford 
was able to secure a $2,500 
grant for an interactive 
SMART board in his class-
room. When it’s hooked up 
to his computer, it will allow 
him to save and print any-
thing written on the 
SMART board. That will 

be a great benefit to stu-
dents who miss and class, or 
others with special needs, he 
said.

“I was interested in hav-
ing an interactive SMART 
board in the classroom 
(last) fall, but funding 
wasn’t available,” he said. “I 
decided to look at alterna-
tive options and applied for 
the Strengthening Schools 
grant. They really came 
through for us.”

Here’s a closer look at the 
other grants in Southwest 
Michigan:

 Bloomingdale High 
School, $2,466 for a smart 
drone and related accesso-
ries.

 Brandywine Elementa-
ry School, $2,000 for special 
education classroom activi-
ty furniture.

 Dowagiac Middle 
School, $2,459 for tablet 
computers.

 Dowagiac Union 
Schools, $1,300 for the 
Greenhouse Club.

Lawrence Junior/Senior 
High School, $2,500 for a 
newcomers class.

Niles Howard-Ellis Ele-
mentary School, $2,000 for 
classroom science kits.

Paw Paw Later Elemen-
tary School, $700 for after-
school English learning pro-
gram technology.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-0357, 
Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Contributed photo

A bottled water drive for Flint will be part of Saturday’s Ice Time festival in Dowagiac. Jim Frazier (pictured), owner of 
Vincent J. Jewelers in Dowagiac, said a collection point will be staffed from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the parking lot of the 
James E. Snow Professional Building at Front and Main streets. Donations will continue to be taken by the Greater Dowa-
giac Chamber of Commerce after Saturday’s drive. Businesses that have joined the effort include: C. Wimberley Auto Mall, 
Chemical Bank, Creative Vinyl Signs, Dowagiac IT3, the Edward Jones office of Kim MacGregor, Judd Lumber Co. & Rental, 
City manager Kevin Anderson, Chamber & DDA program director Vickie Phillipson and Vincent J. Jewelers.

WATER FOR FLINT

  The new committee as-
signments was approved on 
a 4-1 vote with Parrish ab-
sent. Richter, Allred, Barry 
Gravitt and Lonna John-
son voted yes with Swartz 
voting no. Swartz declined 
to comment after the meet-
ing on why she voted no.

Richter said he decided 

to change committee as-
signments to give everyone 
on the council “experience 
in the whole operation” of 
the village and not just one 
area. “I thought we needed 
to give everyone experience 
on other committees,” he 
said.

One appointment that 
won’t change is that of 
President Pro-Tem. Gravitt 
will continue to serve in 
that position.

In action at Monday’s 
meeting, the council ap-
proved the application and 
affidavit forms associated 
with the village’s new ordi-
nance regulating commer-
cial recycling collection 
bins. The application form 
requires entities placing re-
cycling bins in the village to 
have a $1 million liability 
policy. The affidavit form 
must be signed by the prop-
erty owner that they give 

permission to have a bin 
placed on the property.

Richter said that munici-
palities can’t prohibit com-
mercial recycling collection 
bins but can put regulations 
on them as the council did 
in the ordinance they 
passed in early January. 
The ordinance requires that 
a bin be placed so that it 
won’t obstruct pedestrian 
or vehicle traffic or obstruct 
sidewalks.

CHAIRMEN
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extra occupancy stan-
dards, city Zoning Admin-
istrator Linda  
Anderson said.

With both sets of  regu-
lations, there would be a 
formula to determine the 
occupancy of  a specific 
short-term rental home.

The formula would be 
two people per bedroom, 

plus two additional people 
per finished floor. So the 
maximum occupancy of  a 
two-bedroom, one-story 
home, for example, would 
be six people.

Also, planners say it 
would also be a good idea 
to allow for an exemption 
of  the formula if  there are 
special cases. For example, 
a homeowner could argue 
a bedroom is large enough 
to easily sleep four people, 
and that could allow for 

higher density of  occu-
pants – as long as it doesn’t 
exceed the 16- or 24-per-
son overall maximum oc-
cupancy.

Plans call for all short-
term rental property to be 
registered with the city.

The City Council or-
dered the planners to de-
velop short-term rentals 
rules recommendations 
last fall after many resi-
dents complained about 
the proliferation of  large, 

new homes being built for 
the purpose of  short-term 
rentals.

The city in 2009 briefly 
had a rental registration 
ordinance, but the City 
Council rescinded it in 
2010.

Both the planners and 
the council will have pub-
lic hearings on proposed 
rules before the council 
considers final approvals.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten
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IN BRIEF
BHCC sets budget 
hearing for Monday

BENTON HARBOR 
— The Benton Harbor 
City Commission will 
hold a special budget 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day at City Hall, 200 E. 
Wall St.

Commissioners will dis-
cuss preparing for the 
2016-17 budget. The city’s 
fiscal year ends June 30.

RESA sets ‘Off to 
College Open House’

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
—  High School students 
with individual education 
plans (IEPs) or 504 Plans 
and their parents/guardians 
are invited to an informa-
tion session about Off to 
College on Tuesday, Feb. 16, 
Berrien RESA announced.

The event is 7-8:30 p.m. at 
RESA’s Administrative 

Conference Center. The eve-
ning will highlight program 
objectives, describe the ap-
plication process and show-
case student experiences. To 
RSVP for the information 
session, call 471-7725, Ext. 
1140.

Off to College is a free 
high school program de-
signed by Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency 
and area community colleg-
es and universities to help 

students prepare for their 
future. Off to College re-
quires a multi-year commit-
ment from the student and 
his or her family. During 
students’ junior and senior 
years, they will participate in 
monthly seminars at Lake 
Michigan College, where 
they will learn how to pre-
pare themselves for college 
life.

To learn more, visit www.
berrienresa.org.

Ford conducting tests after chemical found outside plant
LIVONIA (AP) — Ford 

Motor Company is con-
ducting tests at one of its 
Detroit-area facilities after 
finding vinyl chloride in 
groundwater outside the 
plant.

The Detroit News reports 

Wednesday that samples 
with the chemical were 
found last summer at least 
seven feet below ground on 
the east side of Ford’s Livo-
nia Transmission Plant.

The Dearborn-based au-
tomaker tells the newspaper 

that it poses no health risk 
to people living in the area 
and that the plant gets its 
drinking water from the city 
of Detroit’s system.

Plant manager Robert 
Groden said in a letter to 
area residents that the vinyl 

chloride is “from past, his-
toric manufacturing pro-
cesses.”

The newspaper reports 
that the International Agen-
cy for Research on Cancer 
lists vinyl chloride as known 
to cause cancers in humans.

Woman whose  
body was found near 
vacant school identified

DETROIT (AP) — A 
woman whose body was 
found near a vacant 
school building on De-
troit’s west side has been 
identified.

A spokesman for the 
Wayne County medical 
examiner’s office says 
Wednesday that the man-
ner and cause of  death for 
33-year-old Jessica Bruner 
of  Detroit are pending.

Officer Shanelle Wil-
liams, a spokeswoman for 

the Detroit Police Depart-
ment, tells The Detroit 
News that two people 
were walking through a 
field close to the building 
that once housed Gomp-
ers Elementary on Tues-
day afternoon when they 
found the body.

Daryl Dorie tells 
WJBK-TV that he was 
heading to the store when 
he came across the body. 
He says the woman was 
clothed but had no shoes.

Civil rights activist to 
speak on the issues


