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LOCAL 
Ground-breaking near for Covert fire/police building

COVERT — The land-
scape of Covert Township’s 
business district will soon 
change with the addition of 
a $2.8 million police, fi re 
and ambulance complex.

Township offi cials plan to 
break ground for the 
20,000-square-foot complex 
within the next week or so, 
township Trustee Tom DeR-
osa said. Construction is ex-
pected to last 8-10 months.

“The new complex will re-

place two aging facilities,” 
said DeRosa, who has 
been  overseeing the proj-
ect  with Dimensions archi-
tectural fi rm and Tridonn 
Construction Co, both 
from  Muskegon. “I would 
never had thought when I 
tagged along to a grass fi re 
with my dad and my uncle 
in 1975 that we’d be discuss-
ing a growing full-time fi re 
and police department and a 
new $2.8 million facility in 
2016.”

The building will be on 
the site of the 69-year-old 
police building along M-140. 
The small building was re-
cently torn down to make 
way for the project. An adja-
cent lot, owned by the town-
ship, will also be used.

Until the new building is 
fi nished, Covert police are 
being housed in the former 
Covert Medical Clinic 
along M-140. It’s a building 
South Haven Health System 
donated to the township 
several years ago.

Fire department person-
nel will continue to use their 
current 54-year-old,  two-
story station along  M-140 
until the complex is fi nished.

Covert Township offi cials 
have spent the last several 
years determining ways to 
meet the police and fi re de-
partment needs.

“Fire and ambulance ve-
hicles have become more so-
phisticated with more equip-
ment over the years and are 
now larger,” Fire Chief 

Doug Myerss said. “We’ve 
had ambulances that 
wouldn’t fi t in the bays. The 
fl oor had to be dug out to 
make room for a new one so 
the ambulance vehicle 
would fi t. We’ve got ambu-
lances and fi re trucks now 
crammed into the front bay. 
We keep going, but we’re re-
quired to have more equip-
ment now and don’t have 
the space for it.”

There is inadequate train-
ing space for the depart-
ment, which consists of the 
chief, six full-time fi refi ght-
ers, fi ve on-call fi refi ghters 
and six part-timers.

Covert police have experi-
enced similar problems. The 
department’s six full-time 
offi cers and police chief  

have been forced to conduct 
business in a building no 
larger than the nearby Co-
vert Township Post Offi ce.

The new complex will fea-
ture a front lobby, fi ve drive-
through bays for the fi re de-
partment, training rooms 
for police and fi re personnel, 
offi ces, investigation rooms 
for the police department, a 
kitchen and bunk rooms for 
the police and fi re depart-
ments, and storage space for 
equipment.

The complex will be simi-
lar to the new Oronoko 
Township police and fi re 
complex, also  designed by 
Dimensions.

“We toured that facility 
and liked it a lot,” Myers 
said. The Oronoko complex 

was tailored to include a 
two-story training wall and 
indoor training room for 
fi refi ghters to practice vari-
ous situations in fi ghting 
fi res.

“Right now we have to go 
to South Haven’s fi re depart-
ment for that type of train-
ing,” Myers said.

The complex is fund-
ed  from an existing millage 
earmarked for the fi re and 
police departments, Town-
ship Treasurer Marilyn Ren-
dell said. As a result, the 
township did not have to 
seek additional property 
taxes.

“This was money that has 
been accumulating for 
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Emily Bovenkerk, 5, practices cutting open a fake dog while Andrea Hall, a veterinarian at Nickerson Animal Health 
Center, helps her with the scalpel. Children interacted in presentations like this one Tuesday night during the Science 
and Culture Symposium at E.P. Clarke Elementary School. The symposium featured 10 classrooms with professionals 
from the community including the Cook Nuclear Plant and the Krasl Art Center.

A SLICE OF SCIENCE

Residents get extra two 
weeks to pay property taxes

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— For a number of years, 
the Benton Township 
Board of Trustees has ap-
proved a deadline exten-
sion for residents to pay 
their taxes.

This year will be no dif-
ferent.

Trustees approved a reso-
lution during Tuesday’s 
meeting to extend the dead-
line from Feb. 16 to Feb. 29 
for payment of 2015 winter 
property taxes and deferred 
summer taxes.

The two-week extension 
keeps residents from being 
penalized if  they are un-
able to pay their taxes af-
ter the original deadline.

Trustees further  ap-
proved all agreements 
with Benton Harbor Area 
Schools, Berrien RESA 
and Lake Michigan Col-
lege to remain the tax col-
lecting entity for their 
2016 summer school taxes.

“The local schools are 
able to collect their own 
taxes, but over the years 
they’ve contracted with 
the township, in order for 
us to collect their taxes 
and ours at the same 
time,” Treasurer Debbie 
Boothby said. “It’s just a 
good partnership that we 
have. It’s easier for the 
schools and it’s easier for 

the public because they 
have one place to come in 
and pay.”

Boothby said the town-
ship will collect 31 cents 
per parcel from each orga-
nization to help cover the 
costs of collecting and 
processing the taxes.

The schools in Benton 
Township’s jurisdiction 
have been doing this for 
the last 15-20 years, Clerk 
Carolyn Phillips said.

“All they have to do is 
send the township a for-
mal letter requesting us to 
collect on their behalf,” 
Boothby said of the agree-
ment process. “The clerk 
draws up the resolution 
and once it is approved, it is 
good for another year.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

South Haven’s holiday with ice 

SOUTH HAVEN — If 
numbers tell the story, this 
year’s Ice Breaker festival 
should be an entertaining 
event.

Now in its 23rd year, the 
three-day festival will 
showcase more than 50 ice 
sculptures spectators can 
enjoy looking at while 
sampling chili from 27 res-
taurants.

“This year there will be 
52 ice sculptures, including 
two fi ve-block sculptures,” 
said Susan Diepen, assis-
tant director for the South 
Haven Area Chamber of 
Commerce. “We will have 
21,000 pounds of  ice total 
– that’s 10 ½ tons.”

The sculpture contest 
and chili cook-off  are just 
two of  more than a dozen 
activities lined up for this 
year’s festival, Friday-
Sunday, Feb. 5-7, in South 
Haven.

“It’s such a local event,” 
said Laura Rusin, owner 
of  Captain Nemo’s restau-
rant, which will once again 
serve ice cream chili dur-
ing the chili cook-off. “I 
look forward to seeing 
folks who have not been 
out in a while due to win-
ter weather.”

But Ice Breaker doesn’t 
only attract local residents

“I have guests that re-
turn every year just for Ice 
Breaker,” said Jan Lek-
sich, owner of  Victoria 
Resort. “Guests confi rm 
their rooms a year ahead.”

The winter festival is 

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

Ice Breaker Festival 
Schedule

Friday
5 p.m.-9 p.m. – Glow Skate 

Party, South Haven Ice Rink, 
Huron Street pavilion. Partici-
pants will get one free glow 
stick with regular admission 
price

7 p.m. – Snowsuit Fashion 
Contest, Brix Corner Oven, 402 
Eagle St.

7:30 p.m. – “Peter Pan & 
Wendy” children’s play pre-
sented by Our Town Players, 
Listiak Auditorium, 600 Elken-
burg St. Tickets are $12 for 
adults, $10 for students and 
seniors, and $6 for children 10 
and younger.

Saturday
8 a.m. – Ice Carving Compe-

tition begins, downtown. Judg-
ing in three categories – stu-
dent, amateur and professional 
– will begin at noon.

8 a.m.-3 p.m. – Rummage 
sale to benefit Relay for Life, 
South Haven City Hall, 539 
Phoenix St.

8 a.m.-9:45 a.m. – Break the 
Ice 5K/Frosty Dash late regis-
tration, lower level of Black 
River Tavern, corner of Phoenix 
and Kalamazoo streets. The 
race begins at 10 a.m. at the 
corner of Kalamazoo and Eagle 
streets. The dash begins at 11 
a.m. on Water Street near the 
South Haven Municipal Mari-
na.

9 a.m.-noon – Learn to curl 
lessons, South Haven Ice Rink, 
Huron Street pavilion. Lessons 
cost $15 per person.

9 a.m.-2 p.m. – Warm Hearts 
for Cold Noses fundraiser for 
Al-Van Humane Society, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., Thirsty Perch 
Grills, 272 Broadway.

11 a.m.-4 p.m. – Heat the 
Streets S’more Roasting, Cen-
ter Street near Clementine’s 
Restaurant. The event is a fund-
raiser for Boy Scout Troop 198.

11 a.m.-11 p.m. – Comple-

mentary shuttle bus service to 
the American Legion and 
Moose Lodge.

Noon-3 p.m. – Chili Cook-off, 
downtown South Haven. Par-
ticipants can enjoy chili sam-
ples from 27 restaurants.

Noon-4 p.m. – Free horse-
drawn wagon rides, downtown 
South Haven. Rides will begin 
at Chemical Bank’s drive-
through area on Center Street.

Noon-1 p.m. – Snowy Tales 
and a Cool Craft children’s 
activities, South Haven Memo-
rial Library, 314 Broadway. The 
activities are geared toward 
children, ages pre-school to 
fourth grade.

1 p.m.-3 p.m. – Sweetheart 
Charms craft project, South 
Haven Center for the Arts, 600 
Phoenix St. Families can par-
ticipate in this free activity.

5 p.m.-9 p.m. – Glow Skate 
Party, South Haven Ice Rink, 
Huron Street pavilion.

5:30 p.m. – Ice Carving & 
Chili Cook-off Awards presen-
tation, Elks Club, 405-1/2 
Phoenix St.

7:30 p.m. – “Peter Pan & 
Wendy” children’s play pre-
sented by Our Town Players, 
Listiak Auditorium, 600 Elken-
burg St.

Sunday
3 p.m. – “Peter Pan & 

Wendy” children’s play pre-
sented by Our Town Players, 
Listiak Auditorium, 600 Elken-
burg St.

1-4 p.m. – Euchre tourna-
ment, South Haven Moose 
Lodge, 1025 E. Wells St. Reg-
istration begins at noon. The 
event is a fundraiser for the 
National Blueberry Festival.

6 p.m. – Super Sunday Fam-
ily-friendly Football Watching 
Party, The Living Room, 520 
Phoenix St. Hosted by 
LifeBridge Church, the party 
will include snacks and soft 
drinks.

For more information, visit 
www.southhavenmi.com.

A familiar face back 
on SH school board

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Former South Haven 
school board Trustee Stu-
art Price is back on the 
board.

The school board at a 
special meeting Monday 
night voted to appoint Price 
to serve through the end of 
the year.

He succeeds Tyler Dot-
son, who has moved out of 
the area.

He’ll be sworn in at the 
start of tonight’s board 
meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Maple Grove Elementary 
School.

Price was one of fi ve can-
didates who applied for the 
appointment. The board 
determined one applicant 
was not eligible because she 
did not live in the school 
district.

The board interviewed 
Price and the other three 
candidates at the special 
meeting. Also interviewed 

were John Frost, Steve 
Bournay and Tom Rum-
mel.

Price served on the board 
for eight months in 2013 as 
an appointed member.

He is president of the dis-
trict’s Instrumental Music 
Boosters and serves on the 
board of the South Haven 
Schools Foundation. He is 
employed as an estimator 
for Titan Interiors 
LLC of Grand Rapids.

Five of the six board 
members named Price as 
their top choice, clinching 
the appointment for him.

But Trustee Keith Nelson 
said all four candidates 
were impressive.

“I was impressed with all 
of them,” Nelson said. “I 
think all of them would 
make a good showing” on 
the board.

In the end, board mem-
bers agreed that Price 
would be a good choice be-
cause of his past board ex-
perience and involvement 
with the schools.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Benton Twp. to 
collect taxes for 
BH schools, LMC

Ice Breaker 
fest adds ugly 
snowwear contest

$2.8 million project 
to be funded with 
existing property tax

See ICE BREAKER, page A4

Board installs Patricia Robinson 
as BH interim superintendent

BENTON HARBOR — 
Benton Harbor school 
board trustees Tuesday 
named Patricia Robinson 
as interim superintendent 
until the new superinten-
dent can come on board.

Robinson was named 
curriculum and grant di-
rector in October. Before 
that, she was principal of 
the Kindergarten Discov-
ery Center along  Union 
Street and Discovery En-
richment Center along Mc-
Cord Street.

She takes the place of 
Gregory Weatherspoon, 
who was the acting super-

intendent until the end of 
January. Board trustees ex-
pect to make her position 
offi cial at its next meeting 
at 6 p.m. Feb. 9 at Benton 
Harbor High School, 870 
Colfax Ave.

On Jan. 21, board trust-
ees voted to hire Shelly 
Mills-Walker as the new 
superintendent. She is the 
assistant superintendent of 
student services at Riten-
our School District in St. 
Louis.

Mills-Walker, who was 
at the meeting, said she 
hopes to start her new job 
in Benton Harbor on Feb. 
22.

“I’m coming quite a 
ways. I have a lot to do in 

little time. But I’m anxious 
and look forward to serv-
ing the community,” she 
said after the meeting.

She said she has been in 
town looking for a place to 
live and listening to the 
residents.

“I’ve had an opportuni-
ty in kind of an informal 
way to just hear what the 
needs are,” she said.

She said she has told her 
family that this was the 
right move.

“This is where I’m sup-
posed to be. There’s no 
doubt about it,” she said.

At their Feb. 9 meeting, 
board trustees further 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

See COMPLEX, page A4

See BH BOARD, page A4
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