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LOCAL 
No reason yet for SJHS 
principal’s paid leave

ST. JOSEPH — There’s 
still no reason given as 
to  why  St. Joseph High 
School Principal Kevin 
Riggs has been placed  on 
paid administrative leave.

An email sent to parents 
Friday from Superinten-
dent Ann Cardon stated 
Riggs is tending  “to per-
sonal issues at this time,” 

with  nothing more be-
ing specifi ed.

Cardon said Tuesday she 
doesn’t know  how long 
Riggs will be on adminis-
trative leave. However, she 
did quell  any rumors sur-
rounding the principal’s 
absence.

“No disciplinary action 
has been taken and no stu-
dent was involved,” Car-
don said. “He’s attending 
personal  issues at this 
time.”

Riggs could not be 
reached for comment.

According to Herald-
Palladium archives, Riggs 

became principal at St. Jo-
seph in the fall of 2014. Be-
fore coming to St. Joseph, 
Riggs  was principal at 
Hastings High School in 
Barry County for two 
years, and principal at 
Galesburg-Augusta High 
School for one year.

The email Cardon sent 
to parents Friday stat-
ed Assistant Principal Greg 
Blomgren and Athletic Di-
rector Kevin Guzzo have 
been appointed co-princi-
pals.

Riggs, a native of Misha-
waka, Ind., graduated from 
Penn High School in Mish-

awaka and earned his 
teaching certifi cate from 
Indiana University at 
South Bend.

He taught English at 
Northridge High School in 
Middlebury, Ind., for two 
years before returning to 
Penn High to teach Eng-
lish, where he became dean 
of students.

Riggs  was also an assis-
tant principal at Portage 
Northern for fi ve years, be-
fore his time  as principal 
for Galesburg-Augusta and 
Hastings.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

John Matuszak / HP staff

Carl Macpherson, an attorney practicing in Illinois, has been recommended to become Berrien County’s indigent defense admin-
istrator, supervising the program that provides legal defense to those who cannot afford to hire a lawyer. Macpherson was 
interviewed Tuesday and the full county Board of Commissioners will vote on the appointment Thursday.

Illinois attorney tapped as 
indigent defense supervisor

ST. JOSEPH — A com-
mittee of Berrien County 
commissioners and other 
offi cials are recommending 
that an Illinois attorney with 
Michigan ties and extensive 
criminal defense experience 
be hired to examine the 
county’s system for provid-
ing legal representation  to 
low-income residents.

“There are two things 
I am passionate about – 
the state of Michigan and 
indigent defense,” Carl 
Macpherson said during 
an interview Tuesday for 
the position of indigent de-
fense administrator. “This 
is an opportunity to have 
both.”

Macpherson was one of 
several fi nalists, but his 
strong qualifi cations led 
the committee to hold the 
public interview with him 
fi rst. A resolution will be 
introduced Thursday to the 
full Board of Commission-
ers asking for approval of 
Macpherson’s hiring.

The county is acting to 
meet new state standards 
for providing legal defense 
for those who cannot af-
ford to hire an attorney. 
About 80 percent of defen-
dants in Berrien County 
qualify for a court-ap-
pointed attorney.  Berrien 
contracts with law fi rms 
that provide attorneys to 
represent adults in court. 
There are separate con-
tracts for juvenile legal de-
fense.

Macpherson, 43, of Lib-
ertyville, Ill., if  approved, 
will be hired on a part-time 
basis, at $42 an hour for up 
to 1,000 hours a year. He 

will be asked to look at the 
county’s indigent defense 
system and make recom-
mendations for any chang-
es needed to meet or exceed 
state requirements.

He told the committee – 
including Commissioners 
Jon Hinkelman, Bill Chick-
ering and Mamie Yar-
brough, with Administra-
tor Bill Wolf and Corporate 
Counsel James McGovern 
– that he is coming in with 
an open mind on what 
could  work for Berrien 
County.

Wolf, who would be 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Candidate has 
wide experience in 
criminal defense

Superintendent on 
Riggs’ absence: ‘No 
student was involved’

Meeting the new 
BH school team

BENTON HARBOR — 
Students in Benton Harbor 
schools who are habitually 
absent  are going to get a 
little extra attention now 
that a staff member  is as-
signed to address tru-
ant students full time.

At a special meeting 
Tuesday, school board 
trustees voted to reas-
sign  Willie Bledsoe as 
the truancy and parent rela-
tions supervisor. Previous-
ly, he was in charge of alter-
native education, building 
and grounds, and truancy.

Board President Sharon 
James said with everything 
Bledsoe was doing previ-
ously, he was able to do 
very little with truancy.

“The Berrien County 
Family Court Division is 
demanding that Benton 
Harbor Area Schools re-
spond with their truancy 
reports,” she said.

In the last few years, she 
said, Benton Harbor has 
not been submitting truan-
cy reports to the courts.

Trustees said there are no 
clear steps followed when 
students are habitually ab-
sent. 

Superintendent Shelly 
Walker, who started Mon-
day, said getting a handle 

on truancy is among  her 
top goals because it will 
help students be succeed.

Shifting Bledsoe’s focus 
to be mostly on truancy was 
made possible when Don-
ald Weatherspoon was 
named the 
new consent 
a g r e e m e n t 
consultant by 
the state 
Treasury De-
partment on 
Monday. The 
previous con-
sent agree-
ment consultant, Cynthia 
LaGrow, was named facili-
ties and operations consul-
tant by the state. The sala-
ries of both consultants are 
being paid for by the state.

Bledsoe’s salary will re-
main the same at $63,874 
for 211 days per year. 

Trustees approved the 
contract with Weather-
spoon. His salary for work-
ing part-time is $95,000 a 
year until June 30, 2018.

LaGrow’s salary remains 
the same at $140,000 per 
year, with her contract end-
ing Nov. 30. After that, 
James said it will be up to 
Walker if  her contract is ex-
tended.

After the meeting, Weath-
erspoon said that in a posi-
tion like his, he is on call 
24/7. In addition, he said he 
is still the consent agree-
ment consultant for the 
School District for the City 
of Pontiac, a position he 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

A shuffling of 
duties puts focus 
on truant students

Fighting crime with Facebook

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph Department of Pub-
lic Safety is turning to so-
cial media for the fi rst time 
to fi ght crime and keep resi-
dents informed, with its 
own Facebook page.

Public Safety Offi cer 
Chris Sysko reported to city 
commissioners Monday 
that the department’s fi rst 
Facebook page had been up 
and running as of 5 p.m. 
that evening. Inside of an 
hour, the site had gained 40 
“likes,” Sysko said.

By Tuesday morning, it 
was up to 210.

Sysko said the project has 
been in the works for two 
years, and that the depart-
ment, which covers police 
and fi re protection, had 
consulted with other law 

enforcement agencies, such 
as St. Joseph Township, 
which have had success em-
ploying the technology.

In one incident, St. Jo-
seph cops put up a descrip-
tion of a suspect on the 
township’s Facebook page 
and made an arrest within 
20 to 30 minutes, Sysko 
said.

The Facebook page will 
be used for more than 
tracking down bad guys, 
the offi cer explained. In ad-
dition to aiding in criminal 
investigations, it will post 
information about special 
events, traffi c updates and 
other news releases, Sysko 
said.

Residents can comment 
on the site, but there are 
rules for appropriate com-
munications, which are list-
ed on the site. Sysko and 
Sgt. Jason Yonker will be 

working to fi lter out com-
ments that contain profane, 
threatening or discrimina-
tory language, among other 
prohibitions.

Commissioner Mary 
Goff asked if  the site can be 
used to post Amber Alert 
notices about missing or ab-
ducted children.

Sysko said they cannot 
directly link to offi cial Am-
ber Alerts, but can post re-
leases to inform residents 
when such emergencies oc-
cur.

The Facebook page is 
linked to the city’s website, 
and information posted on 
the page will show up on 
that site as well. It also in-
cludes numbers for other 
emergency responders, such 
as the Berrien County dis-
patch center.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

The St. Joseph Department of Public Safety on Monday launched its first Facebook page to assist 
in investigations and to keep residents informed. After only 12 hours online, it had gained more 
than 200 “likes.”

St. Joseph Department of Public Safety launches its own page

Dramatic words

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Fifty-two students 
from Berrien and Van Bu-
ren counties will duel 
Thursday in the Cloverleaf 
Spelling Bee for a shot at 
competing for national 
honors this spring in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Getting there will require 
contestants to call on all 
their vocabulary knowledge 
– and some steady nerves, 
said Berrien Regional Edu-
cation Service Agency’s stu-
dent activities coordinator, 
Tonya Snyder.

“There’s a couple of 
things I love about the bee: 
One is it’s a celebration of 
an academic achievement,” 
Snyder said. “Some of the 
great things that they (com-
petitors) learn are public 
speaking and public presen-
tation skills ...  how to rise 
above, and fi nd that calm, 
do something that is kind 
of a lost art, really, in these 

days of spellcheck.”
The event gives Synder 

– who’s in her seventh year 
of managing the bee  – a 
chance to connect with stu-
dents on a different level, 
too.

“My favorite part is, year 
after year, I get some kids 
that have participated since 
they were fourth graders. I 
love seeing how they grow, 
and every 365 days, we get 
to see each other,” Snyder 
said. “It’s really awesome 
watching them mature as 
young adults.”

This year’s Cloverleaf 
competition begins at 8:30 
a.m. in the Grand Upton 
Hall at Lake Michigan Col-
lege, 2755 E. Napier Ave.

In case of bad weather, 
the spelling bee will be Fri-
day, Snyder said. Berrien 
RESA will post any cancel-
lation information on its 
website at www.berrienresa.
org on the morning of the 
event.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Top spellers gird for Thursday’s Cloverleaf

WEATHERSPOON

See CLOVERLEAF, page A4See MACPHERSON, page A4

See BH SCHOOLS, page A4

Earn your GED or High School Diploma 
online for free!
AND GET CONNECTIONS TO A CAREER
Contact Immanuel at williamsi@kinexus.org or 269.277.5122, x1419
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LOCAL GRAIN

MARKETS

Co-Alliance LLP Buchanan
Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3.17, down 6¢
New crop corn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3.41, down 4¢

Beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.24, down 12¢
New crop beans . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.32, down 10¢
These are the markets as of yesterday.

  Feb. 23, 2016

  
Dow Jones

  industrials
-188.88

16,431.78
A S O N D J F

15,000

16,000

17,000
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Pct. change from previous: -1.14% High 16,610.39 Low 16,403.53

Feb. 23, 2016

  
Nasdaq

  composite
-67.02

4,503.58
A S O N D J F
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Pct. change from previous: -1.47% High 4,558.06 Low 4,500.94

AT&T Inc         T                 30.97    0    37.12        36.74       -.12      -0.3      s  s   s

AEP                AEP            52.29    0    63.63        62.76       -.09      -0.1      s  s   s

Apple Inc        AAPL          92.00    1  134.54        94.69     -2.19      -2.3      t  t   t

AutoZone        AZO         620.49    8  803.25      764.28       -.62      -0.1      s  s   s

BP PLC          BP              27.01    2    43.85        29.00     -1.30      -4.3      t  t   t

BonTon           BONT           1.10    2      7.67          1.79       +.07     +4.1      s  s   t

CMS Eng        CMS           31.22    0    40.58        39.93      +.25     +0.6      s  s   s

ChemFinl        CHFC         29.40    6    37.26        33.66       -.06      -0.2      s  s   t

CocaCola        KO              36.56    0    44.16        43.69       -.25      -0.6      t  s   s

Comcast         CMCSA      50.00    6    64.99        57.54       -.61      -1.0      t  s   s

Deere              DE              70.16    3    98.23        77.14     -1.26      -1.6      s  s   s

Disney            DIS             86.25    3  122.08        95.38       -.99      -1.0      s  t   t

DollarTree       DLTR          60.31    9    84.22        81.69      +.02         ...      s  s   s

ExxonMbl        XOM           66.55    7    90.09        81.23     -1.16      -1.4      t  s   s

FifthThird        FITB           13.84    2    21.93        15.10       -.57      -3.6      t  t   t

1stSource       SRCE         27.01    5    34.35        30.48       -.16      -0.5      s  s   t

FordM             F                 10.44    4    16.74        12.42       -.14      -1.1      s  s   t

GenElec          GE              19.37    9    31.49        29.22       -.19      -0.6      s  s   t

HomeDp         HD              92.17    8  135.47      124.53     +1.68     +1.4      s  s   t

HorizBcp         HBNC         20.50    5    29.19        24.17       -.02      -0.1      s  t   t

HuntBncsh      HBAN           7.83    2    11.90          8.61       -.23      -2.6      t  s   t

IDEX               IEX             65.45    7    80.31        74.82       -.97      -1.3      s  s   t

IBM                 IBM           116.90    3  176.30      132.40     -1.37      -1.0      t  s   t

JPMorgCh      JPM            50.07    3    70.61        56.12     -2.45      -4.2      t  t   t

JohnJn            JNJ             81.79    0  105.49      104.08       -.67      -0.6      t  s   s

JournMda n    JMG             5.99    0    12.45         11.98       -.09      -0.7      s  t   t

Lowes             LOW           62.62    4    78.13        67.90     -1.57      -2.3      t  t   t

McDnlds         MCD           87.50    8  124.83       116.90       -.77      -0.7      s  t   t

Microsoft         MSFT         39.72    7    56.85        51.18     -1.47      -2.8      t  t   t

MillerHer         MLHR         22.60    3    32.71        25.60      +.02     +0.1      s  s   t

Penney           JCP              6.00    4    10.09          7.55      +.15     +2.0      s  s   s

Perrigo            PRGO      122.62    1  215.73      124.85       +.77     +0.6      t  t   t

Pfizer              PFE            28.25    3    36.46        29.96       -.09      -0.3      s  t   t

ProctGam       PG              65.02    9    85.80        81.81       -.32      -0.4      r  s   s

RepubSvc       RSG           38.99    0    46.21        45.96       -.09      -0.2      s  s   s

SearsHldgs     SHLD         14.56    1    46.23        17.52      +.48     +2.8      s  s   t

Steelcse          SCS            11.67    2    20.45        12.56       -.22      -1.7      s  s   t

Stryker            SYK            86.68    7  105.34        98.87       -.17      -0.2      s  s   s

Target             TGT            66.46    4    85.81        73.99    +1.52     +2.1      s  s   s

TractSupp       TSCO         75.00    5    96.28        84.87     -1.52      -1.8      s  t   t

UPS B            UPS           87.30    5  107.32        96.97     -1.05      -1.1      t  s   s

VerizonCm      VZ              38.06    0    51.20        50.63       -.44      -0.9      t  s   s

WEC Engy      WEC          44.93    0    58.15        57.35      +.25     +0.4      s  s   s

WalMart          WMT          56.30    4    84.86        66.48      +.85     +1.3      s  s   s

WalgBoots      WBA           71.50    3    97.30        78.73       -.07      -0.1      s  t   t

Wendys Co     WEN            8.43    4    11.71          9.64      +.14     +1.5      s  t   t

Whrlpl             WHR        123.60    3  217.00      150.14     +1.93     +1.3      s  s   s

Worthgtn         WOR          21.10    8    32.80        30.31      +.14     +0.5      s  s   s

XPO Logis      XPO           18.04    3    50.96        26.81       -.41      -1.5      s  s   t

52-WK RANGE     CLOSE
NAME             TICKER         LO                          HI     CLOSE     CHG  %CHG    WK MO QTR

LocalStocks

U
Amer Elec Power AEP
$62.76 +.85 +1.4%
s 4-wk. +7.8% s YTD +7.7%

U
Whirlpool WHR
$150.14 +7.23 +5.1%
s 4-wk. +11.8% s YTD +2.2%

Each participating dis-
trict’s top students in school 
competitions earned  the 
right to take the stage 
Thursday.

“All 52 spellers will be on 
the stage, and as they mis-
spell a word, they will exit 
the stage,” Snyder said. 
“One round is just a practice 
round for everybody to get 
the jitters out. After that 
round, we have seven more 
rounds of words that stu-
dents will be familiar with.”

Once the seventh round 
ends, the remaining spellers 
will take a vocabulary test. 
A score of 90 percent or 
higher is required for stu-
dents to retake the stage and 
finish the bee, Snyder said.

The last two competitors 
will continue until one mis-
spells a word. To win, the 
other contestant must spell 
that word, plus one more 
given by the judges.

Students will vie for nu-
merous cash prizes, with 
the top one being paid 
admission to the Scripps 
Howard National Spell-
ing Bee,  which is on May 

24-26 in the Washington, 
D.C., area.

All participants receive a 
“swag bag,” while a variety 
of prizes await the top 20 
finishers.

“Any prizes provided are 
100 percent buyer-spon-
sored, and we’re so grateful 
for that – and I love that 
we’re able to at least reward 
our top 20 spellers with 
some kind of gift from our 
sponsors, in addition to the 
swag bag each contestant 
gets,” Snyder said. “It’s a 
nice way to reward them 
(for their effort).”

Berrien County schools 
participating in Thurs-
day’s contest include: Ber-
rien Springs Middle 
School, Brandywine Ele-
mentary and Middle 
schools, Brown Elementa-
ry School, Buchanan Mid-
dle School, Christ Luther-
an School, Grace Christian 
School, Lake Michigan 
Catholic Middle School, 
Lakeshore Lifelong Learn-
ers, Lakeshore Middle 
School, Lincoln Elemen-
tary, New Buffalo Middle 
School, Niles Extended 
School Community, Ring 
Lardner Middle School, 
Trinity Lutheran, Berrien 

Springs, and Upton Middle 
School.

Van Buren County par-
ticipants include Bangor 
and Lawton middle schools.

The event is sponsored 
by the Berrien Community 
Foundation, Cook Nuclear 
Plant/AEP, Berrien Re-
gional Education Service 

Agency and Lake Michi-
gan College/Mendel Center. 
Co-sponsors include The 
Herald-Palladium, Honor 
Credit Union, Hexco Aca-
demic, Pizza Hut of Michi-
gan, Jay Sugarman (an 
individual donor), Merri-
am-Webster and Encyclope-
dia Britannica.

CLOVERLEAF
From page A3

Macpherson’s direct super-
visor, said he was most im-
pressed with the attor-
ney’s  background working 
for many different types of 
criminal defense systems in 
Washington, D.C., Port-
land, Ore., and Washtenaw 
County in Michigan.

“His breadth of experi-
ence is so perfect for where 
we are right now,” Wolf said. 
“We don’t know where we’re 
heading.”

Macpherson worked for 
the nonprofit District of Co-
lumbia Public Defender Ser-
vice from 1998 to 2001. In 
his letter to the county, he 
called it “the model for pub-
lic defender offices.”

The Public Defender Ser-
vice is unique in that it re-
quires newly hired attorneys 
to undergo six weeks of 
training before they repre-
sent a client, including mock 
trial sessions, Macpherson 
said. The attorneys repre-
sent clients from arraign-
ment through the end of 
their trials, he said. Berrien 
County defendants usually 
don’t have legal representa-
tion during arraignments, 

when they are asked to enter 
a plea and when bail is set.

Macpherson  worked 
with the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Public Defender’s Office 
from 2001 to 2007 and with 
the multi-county Metro-
politan Public Defender’s 
Office in Portland from 
2012 to 2014. He and his 
family recently relocated to 
Illinois, where he works as 
an independent capital de-
fense attorney. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 
communications from the 
University of Michigan, 
and his law degree from the 
University of Minnesota 
Law School.

Macpherson said the 
three most important fac-
tors in providing legal de-
fense are preparation, listen-
ing and compassion.

Preparation means look-
ing at police reports and 
other documents, and meet-
ing with a client as early and 
as often as possible, he said.

“I believe it’s impossible 
to be a public defender with-
out some compassion for 
human beings,” Macpher-
son said.

He said he would meet 
with defense attorneys, and 
observing them in court, to 
determine what is working 

and not working in Berrien 
County. He said clients 
should be surveyed after tri-
als to find out if they were 
satisfied with the defense 
provided.

Macpherson does not 
plan to relocate to Berrien 
County. He expects to work 
here two or three days a 
week, and then return to his 
wife and two teenagers the 
rest of the week.

Commuting is not a big 
deal, he assured the commit-
tee. After moving to Illinois, 
he traveled back to Portland 
for six weeks to wrap up a 
case, at his own expense, he 
said.

Macpherson came with 
several endorsements, in-
cluding Jonathan Sacks, ex-
ecutive director of the Mich-
igan Indigent Defense 
Commission, in charge of 
making reforms statewide.

Jenny Grimm, the admin-
istrative assistant who will 
work with Macpherson, was 
ecstatic to learn that he is 
computer-literate and types 
his own documents.

“You’re hired!” Grimm 
enthused. She also was im-
pressed with his forward 
thinking.

“I was most impressed 
that you have ideas and 

plans and things that you see 
and things that you want to 
accomplish,” Grimm said.

Commissioner Chicker-
ing said Berrien County was 
“blessed” to have someone 
with Macpherson’s back-
ground interested in this im-
portant position. “I have 
nothing but strong recom-
mendations.”

Benton Harbor attorney 
Elizabeth McCree, who has 
taken an interest in the dis-
cussion on indigent defense 
since it started last year, said 
she was excited by some of 
the ideas that Macpherson 
talked about, as well as his 
passion for defending the 
poor.

She said it would be good 
for him to get involved with 
the community to gain the 
trust of the people he will 
represent.

County Commissioner 
Marletta Seats, who works 
with jail inmates, said she 
wants to see results. She said 
she knows numerous people 
who accepted plea deals 
without understanding the 
life-altering implications of 
their decision.

“It has to change,” Seats 
said.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

has held since October 
2013.

“Pontiac was the first 
school district in the state to 
do a consent agreement. 
Benton Harbor was the sec-
ond,” he said. “The idea is 
to have this district benefit 
from the lessons learned in 
terms of the hard decisions 
that have to be made. It’s 
going to take a lot of re-
thinking of priorities and 
issues. And that has to hap-
pen in order for this district 
to get back on track.”

Once a school district is 

declared to be in a financial 
emergency by the state un-
der Public Act 436 of 2012, 
commonly called the emer-
gency manager law, one of 
the options is for the district 
to enter into a consent 
agreement with the state.

Weatherspoon  said both 
school districts are facing 
similar problems of low ac-
ademic achievement and a 
high debt, with Pontiac far-
ther along in addressing the 
problems. Benton Harbor 
school trustees entered into 
a consent agreement with 
the state on Sept. 23, 2014.

Weatherspoon said the 
state has put a team togeth-
er to help Walker make 

Benton Harbor schools 
successful both academi-
cally and financially.

He said Walker’s primary 
goal is going to be to help 
the students achieve aca-
demically. He said Chief 
Financial Officer Scott 
Johnson is in charge of the 
finances. 

“We are going to work as 
a team, all of us with differ-
ent skill sets and different 
perspectives except in the 
same sand box,” he said.

The board’s next meeting 
is at 5:45 p.m. Thursday, a 
workshop retreat at its cen-
tral office, 636 Pipestone St. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

MACPHERSON
From page A3

Photo provided

The legacy of August Herring, whose glider is pictured, 
will be featured in a 2 p.m. Thursday presentation at the 
History Center at Courthouse Square, 313 N. Cass St. 
in Berrien Springs, the center announced. Center cura-
tor Robert Myers will present the free program. Her-
ring, a St. Joseph resident, flew an aircraft powered by 
a compressed air motor on Silver Beach in 1898 – five 
years before the Wright Brothers’ historic flight at Kitty 
Hawk. The program is the second of three monthly pro-
grams in the “Winter at Courthouse Square” series.  

AIRING HERRING’S DARING

WATER FOR FLINT
The Herald-Palladium 

invites Flint water drive or-
ganizers  to get the word 
out. To publicize your drive, 
email localnews@TheHP.
com.
•  BENTON HARBOR 

— The Community Gar-
dens of Benton Harbor’s 
Children, Youth and Young 
Adults is transporting  wa-
ter to Flint on Saturday.

Water can be dropped off  
at Dr. Don Tynes office, 756 
Pipestone St.; Pilgrim Rest 
Baptist Church,  1105 E 
Main St.; Highland Ave. 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, 2075 Highland 
Ave.; and  Abundant Life 
Church of God,  693 Co-
lumbus Ave.

For more information, 
call Meri Tynes at 926-8535. 

2 charged 
in separate 
drug busts

DOWAGIAC — A man 
and a woman have been 
arrested following two sep-
arate drug busts in Dowa-
giac since Saturday. 

In both cases, police act-
ed on search warrants after 
getting information that 
drug activity was occur-
ring.

The Cass County 
Drug Enforcement Team 
searched a house Saturday 
in the 300 block of Cass 
Avenue and found several 
small sandwich bags of co-
caine. A 47-year-old man 
was charged with posses-
sion of cocaine. Police 
have not released his name.

In a search on Tuesday 
at a house in the 100 block 
of Andrew Street, mem-
bers of the Enforcement 
Team found crack cocaine, 
drug paraphernalia and 
evidence of crack cocaine 
sales, police said.

A 57-year-old woman, 
whose name has not been 
released, was taken to jail 
on charges of possession 
of cocaine, possession with 
intent to deliver cocaine 
and maintaining a drug 
house. 

Investigations are con-
tinuing in both cases.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the 
Cass County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Tip Line at 800-462-
9328 or submit an anony-
mous tip online at www.
ccso.info.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 
269-932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

BH SCHOOLS
From page A3

IN BRIEF
SH rentals meeting 
set for Saturday

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Residents concerned about 
the proliferation of short-
term vacation rentals in 
South Haven are hosting a 
public meeting Saturday to 
discuss the issue.

The meeting will be at 2 
p.m. at the Historical Asso-
ciation of South Haven 
building, 355 Hubbard St., 
said coordinator Susan 
Ryan.

“We are inviting all South 
Haven citizens to attend 
and share their views on 
how to best protect our 
city’s quality of life,” Ryan 
said in a news release.

Although city officials 
are working on proposed 
new short-term rentals reg-
ulations, Saturday’s event is 
not a city-sponsored event.

Prison time  
for Niles speeder

NILES — A Niles wom-
an is going to prison after 
being  caught driving at 

high rates of speed through 
the  village of Berrien 
Springs and surrounding 
area on Dec. 9. 

Lauren Dian Skalla, 21, 
pleaded guilty to third-de-
gree fleeing police and 
was  sentenced Monday in 
Berrien County Trial Court 
by Judge Angela Pasula to 
a prison term of 12 months 
to five years. She must pay 
$798 in fines and costs. The 
prison term is consecutive 
to any sentence she gets for 
violating her parole from a 
2013 conviction for second-
degree home invasion. She 
was paroled from prison in 
September 2014 and sched-
uled to be discharged from 
parole this September.

Police  saw  Skalla speed-
ing on Redbud Trail  be-
fore coming into the village. 
She was finally stopped in 
the area of  Harrison and 
Marrs streets.

Police  said  Skalla 
was clocked at speeds 
of  more than  100  mph  on 
Redbud and was driv-
ing  around  70  mph  in the 
village.

Other charges against 
Skalla were dismissed as 
part of  a sentencing plea 
deal.

Body of Dowagiac 
man recovered

LEESBURG, Ind. (AP) 
— Authorities say the bod-
ies of two men have been 
recovered after they appar-
ently fell through ice on a 
Indiana rock quarry.

Conservation officers say 
they recovered the body of 
41-year-old Allen Stattler 
of Dowagiac on Monday in 
the same area where they 
recovered the body of 
29-year-old Dustin Reaker 
of Bremen the previous eve-
ning from Leesburg Quarry 
in Kosciusko County.

Officers say an investiga-
tion found that the two men 
possibly went ice fishing 
Friday night and never re-
turned. The agency says 
witnesses found ice fishing 
equipment on the ice next 
to a large hole and reported 
it Sunday afternoon to law 
enforcement.

DOWAGIAC
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JADE

Jade is a WONDERFUL kitty just waiting for someone 
to snatch her up and make her their best friend. While 
most torties are known for having a bit of an attitude, 
this precious girl goes against the norm. She will let 
you do anything with her, and will love you to death! 

Jade is spayed and is around 3 years old.

269-429-8911
countrycarpetshoppe.net


