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Lest We 
Forget hosts 
modern 
conflicts 
classes

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
They’ve served from Haiti and 
Afghanistan, Beirut to  Bagh-
dad, from Desert Storm to 
the Iraqi Surge and beyond. 
They’re still serving, often in-
visible to most of  the country.

Lest We Forget, which has 
held classes on the experiences 
of  veterans of  World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam, will focus 
on the modern conflicts of  the 
last 40 years with a series of 
presentations at Lake Michi-
gan College beginning Tues-
day and continuing through 
May 17. The 7-9 p.m. sessions 
are being offered in conjunc-
tion with the Whirlpool Corp. 
Veterans Association.

The first session will be 
hosted by James Smither, a 
professor of  history at Grand 
Valley State University, and 
Joe Landgraf, a Whirlpool 
employee and 25-year Marine 
veteran who served tours dur-
ing Desert Storm and in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

Smither will provide an 
overview of  the last four de-
cades of  military conflicts. He 
said one of  the distinguishing 
aspects of  the modern era is 
that the U.S. now has an all-
volunteer army. Because mili-
tary service falls on a relative-
ly small group of  people and 
their families, it creates a dis-
connect with the larger popu-
lation, Smither said.

Landgraf, who had three 
deployments to Iraq and two 
to Afghanistan, agrees that 
the majority of  citizens don’t 
understand what today’s vet-
erans are experiencing.

“So many people don’t have 
a clue,” Landgraf  said.

Landgraf  said he hopes the 
sessions will be a way to raise 
awareness about the sacrifices 
that have been made by Amer-
ica’s service men and women.

Smither directs a veterans 
history project, and he and 
his assistants have recorded 
interviews with about  1,300 
veterans who served from be-
fore World War II to present 
day. During the second part of 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Average Joes come out on top

ST. JOSEPH — St. Joseph 
High School’s robotics team was 
on the winning alliance at the 
FIRST Robotics District Compe-
tition held at the school in St. Jo-
seph Thursday through Saturday.

Also on the winning alliance 
with the Average Joes (3620) was 
Stryke Force (2767) from Kalam-
azoo and the Iron Giants (5069) 
from Edwardsburg High School.

Stryke Force completed the 
qualification rounds Saturday in 
first place, followed by the Aver-

age Joes in second. The Iron Gi-
ants completed the qualification 
rounds in 21st place.

In competition, two alliances 
of three robots each compete 
to see which side can make the 
most points. This year’s theme is 
Stronghold.

The top eight teams after the 
qualification rounds can choose 
two other teams to compete with 
them in the quarter finals. During 
qualification rounds, alliances are 
formed randomly. On Saturday, 
the Average Joes accepted Stryke 
Force’s request to join its alliance 
even though the team could have 

formed its own alliance. Team 
members said they have worked 
with Stryke Force before and felt 
they would make a stronger team 
together.

Other local teams that made it 
into the quarter finals were the 
GreengineerZ (3452) from Ber-
rien Springs High School; Excel 
(2474) from Berrien RESA in 
Niles; the Robotarians (2959), 
a combined team from Coloma 
High School, Watervliet High 
School and other area schools; 
MegaHurtz (5056) from Buchan-
an High School; and Ramaged-
don (4855) from South Haven 
High School.

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Robotic warriors from the Average Joes (3620) of St. Joseph High School and 
the GreengineerZ (34352) of Berrien Springs High School prepare to launch their 
balls into the castle Saturday during FIRST Robotics District Competition at St. 
Joseph High School in St. Joseph. The teams were part of the same alliance in 
this qualification round. Both teams went on to compete against each other in 
the finals round, with the Average Joes winning.

Robotics team is on winning alliance Saturday

See CLASSES, page A10

See AVERAGE JOES, page A10

Mr. Blossomtime 2016
BENTON HARBOR — For 

Armani May, winning Mr. Blos-
somtime 2016 Sunday is all about 
two things – first and foremost.

“It just feels really nice to have 
an amazing court, and I really en-
joy running, not so much against 
the guys, but competing for the 
crown,” he said. “These are some 
amazing guys I had to work with. 
I made a connection with each 
and every single one.”

Armani, 18, a South Haven 
High School senior, said that he 
also looks forward to representing 
his community.

“I’m excited for all the tours 
that are coming up, all the oppor-
tunities that Blossomtime has to 
offer,” he said.

Armani captured the crown 
Sunday night at Lake Michigan 
College’s Mendel Center. He’ll 
lead a court that includes First 
Runner-Up Eric Engel, Second 
Runner-Up Romeo Thompson 
and the Mr. Nice Guy winner 
George Smallbone.

Armani is the son of Amere 
and Kenya May of South Haven. 
He plans on studying criminal jus-
tice and public relations this fall, 
but hasn’t decided where yet, and 
to continue on to law school.

His activities include varsity 
track and softball, the Fellowship 

of Christian Athletes, and the 
National Honor Society. He also 
helps in running summer youth 
basketball camps.

First Runner-Up Eric, 18, is a 
St. Joseph High School senior and 
the son of Brent and Julie Engel 
of St. Joseph.

Like his fellow winner, Armani, 
Eric stressed afterwards that he 
focused on competing for the title, 
not against anyone else personally.

“It was a blast to hang out with 
these guys for the past four weeks 

and making those relationships 
that are going to last a lifetime. 
Representing Mr. Blossomtime as 
first runner-up is such an honor. 
I’m never going to forget that,” he 
said.

Eric enjoys baseball and foot-
ball, as well as serving at the 
American Legion and playing 
on their basketball team. He also 
volunteers at Lakeland Hospital’s 
emergency room. This fall, he’ll 
attend the University of Michi-
gan, where he’ll study biomedical 

engineering and go on to medical 
school.

Second Runner-Up Romeo – 
who said got his name for being 
born an hour before Valentine’s 
Day – felt glad to be onstage as 
part of the court.

“I was happy with it. I didn’t 
mind if I was king or first runner-
up. I was happy to be on court, 
and I really wanted to do great 
and be committed to this,” he said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

The 2016 Mr. Blos-
somtime winners 
are, from left, Mr. 
Nice Guy George 
Smallbone of Eau 
Claire/Sodus; 
second runner-up 
Romeo Thompson 
of Berrien Springs; 
2016 Mr. Blossom-
time Armani May of 
South Haven; and 
first runner-up Eric 
Eagle of St. Joseph. 
The pageant was 
held Sunday in 
The Mendel Center 
at Lake Michigan 
College on Napier 
Avenue, Benton 
Township. The Miss 
Blossomtime pag-
eant starts at 7 p.m. 
today at The Mendel 
Center.
Photos by Ron DeKett / HP 

correspondent

Mr. Blossomtime contestants perform during an opening act. 

See MR. BLOSSOMTIME, page A10

South Haven  
senior captures title
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Romeo is 19, a senior at Berrien Springs High 
School and the son of Michael Thompson of 
Berrien Springs. His activities include soccer, in-
door and outdoor track, Key Club and Student 
Council.

He plans to study speech therapy at South-
western Michigan College and travel interna-
tionally “as much as I can, before college starts,” 
he said.

George earned his title by a vote of the other 
contestants. He’s 17, a junior at Eau Claire High 
School and the son of Michael Smallbone and 
Christine Prillwitz-Huber of Eau Claire.

“I feel humbled,” said George. “I try to just 
make everybody a good friend. I met a lot of 
guys and am thankful for the relationships that I 
can build through the pageant (year).”

After graduation, he plans on studying adver-
tising and playing football at Central Michigan 
University.

Thirty-four young men competed for this 
year’s Mr. Blossomtime honors.

Lainie Lu Von Behren and Phil McDonald 
returned as the emcees for Sunday’s pageant, 
which – in keeping with its theme of “Greatest 
Hits” – also featured plenty of fist-waving and 
hip-shaking theme music to suit its title.

Besides answering a final question, competi-
tors also got to strut their stuff in formal wear, 
and swimsuits – with the added twist of compet-
ing as a popular animated character enjoying a 
day at the beach.

Ruben Hanohano, Bonnie Kenicki and Me-
lissa Palmer served as this year’s Mr. Blossom-
time judges.

Sunday’s audience also got a glimpse of the 
23 young women who will vie tonight for their 
own slice of pageant immortality – as Miss Blos-
somtime – in a lip-synching competition set to 
anthems like the Bangles’ “Walk Like An Egyp-
tian,” and Joan Jett’s remake of “I Love Rock 
‘N’ Roll.”

The Miss Blossomtime pageant will start at 7 
p.m. tonight in the Mendel Center.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .44º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .27º
Record High . . . . . . 77º in 1990
Record Low . . . . . . 11º in 1969
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.39"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.26"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.84"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 4.15"
Normal year to date . . . . . 4.84"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:56 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:52 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 11:53 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:33 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 40% chance of showers, 
high temperature of 52º, 
humidity of 93%. Northwest 
wind 5 mph. Expect mostly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 40º. Northwest 
wind 5 mph.

Today, north winds around 10 kt becoming variable late in the day. 
Areas of fog in the morning. Chance of showers. Waves 1 to 3 ft.  
Water temperature 41 degrees. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Tuesday

Scat'd T-storms
61º / 43º

Wednesday

Few Showers
54º / 38º

Thursday

Few Showers
46º / 34º

Friday

Mostly Cloudy
44º / 32º

Today

Few Showers
52º

Tonight

Mostly Cloudy
40º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see cloudy skies with scattered showers, highs in the 
40s. Light winds. Tuesday, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with 
highs in the 40s and 50s. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Today, skies will be cloudy with scattered showers, highs in the 40s 
and 50s. West southwest wind 6 to 10 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy 
to cloudy Tuesday with isolated showers, highs in the 50s and 60s. 

What is the highest wind 
speed ever recorded on 
the surface of the Earth? ?

Answer: On top of Mount 
Washington, N.H., a gust of 231 mph 
was measured.

First
3/15

Full
3/23

Last
3/31

New
4/7

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 20
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for March 14, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Chief Executive Officer Max 
Gutman said Wednesday that 
Elder-Beerman Stores Corp. 
likely won’t open its Benton 
Township store until fall 1992 
or spring 1993 – a year later 
than originally planned.

Although he would not spec-
ify which paperwork is causing 
the delay, he indicated that mall 
owner Edward J. DeBartolo 
Corp. is causing the holdup.

“It’s delayed because DeBar-
tolo just isn’t ready to build,” 
Gutman said. “We’re prepared 
to go forward as soon as they’re 
ready.”

In November, Elder-Beerman 
officials formally announced the 
company would open its 48th 
store in a 70,000 square-foot ad-
dition to the mall this fall. The 
store would employ 120 people.

35 years ago – 1981
Larry MacIntyre, a Herald-

Palladium staff  writer, has won 
a second prize in a contest spon-
sored by the Education Writers 
Association for the best educa-
tion reporting in the United 
States and Canada.

MacIntyre’s winning entry was 
in the Breaking News category 
for newspapers under 75,000 
circulation. It was titled “Deseg-
regation Hearing,” a series of 10 
stories on major developments 
in the Benton Harbor schools 
desegregation case in 1980.

50 years ago – 1966
Dr. Richard Hammill, presi-

dent of Andrews University, has 
announced that the board of 
trustees has voted a year-round 
academic calendar to begin in 
June 1967. The yearly calendar, 
consisting of four quarters of 
equal length, will replace the 
present system of two semesters 
and a summer term.

The 20-year coaching career 
of Ray Haack at St. Joseph 
High School has come to an 
end. A letter submitted to high 
school principal Horace Webb 
and in duplicate to Athletic Di-
rector Arnold Karsten set the 
resignation date at the end of 
the current season which would 
include all tournament games in 
which the Bears played. Haack 
will remain in the St. Joseph 
school system as head of the 
physical education department.

Today is Monday, March 14, 
the 74th day of 2016. There are 
292 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On March 14, 1794, Eli Whit-

ney received a patent for his 
cotton gin, an invention that 
revolutionized America’s cotton 
industry.

On this date:
In 1923, President Warren G. 

Harding became the first chief  
executive to file an income tax 
return, paying a levy of $17,990 
on his $75,000 salary.

In 1939, the republic of 
Czechoslovakia was dissolved, 
opening the way for Nazi occu-
pation of Czech areas and the 
separation of Slovakia.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Average Joes assis-
tant coach, Cheri DeVries, 
said this was the first year 
team members made two 
identical robots so they 
could keep working on the 
practice robot after bag 
night. The competition ro-
bot was bagged after being 
worked on for six weeks 
and could only be taken 
out for limited amounts 
of  time before competi-
tion.

“It gives the students a 
chance to practice that we 
wouldn’t have had other-
wise,” she said.

The district competi-
tion in St. Joseph was 

during the second of 
seven weeks of  compe-
tition. Each team will 
compete at two district 
events  to see if  it can get 
enough points to compete 
at the  Michigan  FIRST 
Robotics Competition 
State Championship, 
which will be April 13-16 
in Grand Rapids.

The points the teams 
receive at state are added 
to the points received at 
the two district competi-
tions to see if  the teams 
qualify to go to the FRC 
World Championship, 
which will be April 27-
30 at the Edward Jones 
Dome in St. Louis, Mo.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Tuesday’s session, Smith-
er will conduct an inter-
view of  Landgraf.

These interviews allow 
the veterans to tell their 
personal stories, and con-
nect to other veterans, 
and they will be available 
hundreds of  years from 
now, Smither said.

The March 22 ses-
sion will focus on Desert 
Storm, with veterans Paul 
Scroggins, Mac Case and 
Steve Alsbro.

On March 29 Todd 
Herrick will talk abut the 
U.S. military’s efforts to 
prevent the collapse of 
the government in Haiti 
in the 1990s. Also during 
this session, Joe Landgraf 
will discuss the Battle of 
Al Fallujah in Al Anbar 
Province in Iraq.

On April 5, Kent Lau-
derman will discuss 
Desert Storm, and Rich 
Matthews will talk abut 
“Afghanistan: A Day in 
the Life.” Marian Cioe 
and Tala Welch, retired 
Navy nurses and officers, 
will offer information 
about medical treatment 
aboard the USS Mercy 
and Comfort. Cioe, from 
Union Pier, served 23 
years as a Navy nurse 
and retired as a com-
mander. Welch, of  Niles, 
retired as a captain.

On April 12 retired FBI 
agent Al DiBrito will lec-
ture on FBI support for 
combat forces in Iraq, 
and Dwight Blackledge, a 
Whirlpool employee and 
West Point graduate in 
field artillery, will relate 
his experience as part of 
the first wave during the 
Iraqi surge of  2007.

On April 26, Kieon 
Douglas discusses “Iraq 

and Afghanistan: Fight-
ing on Two Fronts.” Re-
becca Payne, a Purple 
Heart recipient who 
served two tours in Iraq 
and was involved  in two 
bomb attacks, will speak 
about women in modern 
conflicts.

On May 3 Kevin 
Jiggetts will talk about 
the 1983 Beirut bombing 
in which 299 American 
and French servicemen 
were killed by a terror-
ist bombing during the 
Lebanese Civil War. Doc-
tors Scott Davidson and 
Bryan Dykstra, surgeons 
at Bronson Hospital, 
will provide information 
on medical evacuations. 
Dykstra conducted hun-
dreds of  medical evacu-
ations from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan to Germany 
and Walter Reed Hospi-
tal in Washington.

On May 17, Lee Scher-
witz, retired director of 
the Southwest Michigan 
Regional Airport, will 
lecture on “Desert Storm 
100 Hours: From Inva-
sion to Redeployment.”

Smither said that many 
people ask how they can 
thank veterans for their 
service.

“The best thing you 
can do is listen to them, 
and take them seriously,” 
Smither said.

The cost is $30 for the 
series, and $10 for walk-
ins. All sessions  will be 
held in the Blue Lecture 
Hall on Lake Michigan 
College’s Napier Avenue 
campus.

Information about Lest 
We Forget activities, in-
cluding its veterans gath-
ering and World War II 
re-enactment June 24-26, 
is at www.lestweforget 
usa.org.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

CLASSES
From page A1

AVERAGE JOES
From page A1

Photos by Ron DeKett / HP correspondent

Mr. Blossomtime contestants perform during an opening act. 

Dayton 
Siewert 
struts 
his stuff 
during 
the swim 
wear con-
test.

Milton McGee of Benton Harbor was one of three winners in the Mr. Blos-
somtime swim wear contest Sunday. Other winners were George Small-
bone of Eau Claire/Sodus and Armani May of South Haven. 

MR. BLOSSOMTIME
From page A1


