
Herald Palladium - 03/17/2016 Page : C01

Copyright (c)2016 The Herald-Palladium 03/17/2016
March 17, 2016 9:01 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

THURSDAY, March 17, 2016 The Herald-Palladium C1

SPORTS

A tragic timeout

BATTLE CREEK — With the 
score tied and the clock winding down 
in Wednesday’s Class B boys basket-
ball regional fi nal, Lakeshore trapped 
South Haven guard Spencer Adams in 
a corner.

Adams responded by 
calling timeout, but the 
Rams didn’t have any 
left, and the resulting 
technical foul helped 
Lakeshore pull out a 
42-40 victory and its 

third regional title in fi ve seasons.
“Just a weird ending to the game, 

but we’re very thankful we won,” 
Lakeshore coach Sean Schroeder said.

Lakeshore (18-7) advances to play 
Hudsonville Unity Christian in the 
quarterfi nals at 7 p.m. Tuesday at 
Vicksburg.

“It’s just the best feeling in the 
world,” said Lakeshore center Braden 
Burke, who fi nished with 21 points, 13 
rebounds and seven blocks, all game 

By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

Lakeshore wins Class B 
regional title after    
South Haven whistled  
for technical foul late
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Lakeshore’s Logan Steffes reaches for a rebound against South Haven’s James Hedges during the first half of a Class B regional 
final Wednesday at Harper Creek High School.
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Lakeshore’s Max Gaishin pushes past South Haven’s Joe Wilkins during the first 
half of Wednesday’s game.

Third quarter 
does in 
Countryside

PORTAGE – In the Class 
D regional semifi nal Mon-
day, Countryside was able 
to come back from a half-
time defi cit.

A g a i n s t 
Wy o m i n g 
Tr i - u n i t y 
C h r i s t i a n 
in the re-
gional fi nal 
Wednesday 

night, however, it was a dif-
ferent story.

The Defenders opened 
the third quarter on a back-
breaking 25-3 run, run-
ning away from a six-point 
halftime lead and sealing 
the Class D regional title, 
73-52, at Portage Northern 
High School.

“Tri-unity is a great team 
defensively,” Countryside 
coach Josh Beckmann said. 
“They deny your passing 
lanes, your driving lanes 
and then offensively they’ve 
got shooters that can just 
fl at out shoot. They’re a 
complete ball club.”

Tri-unity will face Adrian 
Lenawee Christian in the 
Class D quarterfi nal Tues-
day.

Countryside (13-4) was 
forced into seven turnovers 
in the third quarter and 
turned it over 20 times in 
the game.

“The key all year has 
been our defense,” said Tri-

unity coach Mark Keeler. 
“Countryside has so much 
talent and ability to attack 
the basket. We wanted to 
make sure we stopped that.”

Tri-unity (19-5) scored 
the fi rst 14 points of the 
second half and ultimately 
went on a 25-3 run to pull 
away.

“We got good looks 
on the offensive end and 
we were knocking them 
down,” Keeler said. “We’re 
a good shooting team so 
that doesn’t surprise me a 
bit.”

Jermaine Boxx was the 
only Cougar to score in 
the third, getting six of his 
game-high 19 points that 
quarter. Boxx fi nished with 
fi ve 3-pointers in the game, 
including four in the second 
half.

The fi rst half more re-
sembled Countryside’s win 
in the regional semifi nal. 
The Cougars tied the game 
at 15 early in the second 
quarter before falling be-
hind by nine before Boxx 
hit a 3 at the buzzer to make 
the halftime defi cit 30-24.

“That’s exactly what we 
told them at the half,” Beck-
mann said. “I felt really 
good, like we were at home 
with that kind of defi cit. 
They didn’t do anything 
that spectacular on defense, 
our shots just didn’t fall.”

Countryside shot 33.9 
percent from the fl oor while 
Tri-unity shot 47.3 percent.

“That’s your difference in 
the ballgame right there,” 
Beckmann said. “It just 
wasn’t our night. I give 

By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

Cougars fall to          
Tri-unity in Class D 
regional final

Tri-unity

73
Countryside

52

See LANCERS, page C2

LMC women 
advance in NJCAA 
consolation bracket

OVERLAND PARK, 
Kan. — The Lake Michi-
gan College women’s bas-
ketball team beat Union 
County 76-68  in the con-
solation bracket of the NJ-
CAA Division II national 

tournament 
on Wednes-
day. The 
win comes 
a day af-
ter the Red 
Hawks had 

their national champion-
ship hopes dashed  in the 
fi rst round of the tourna-
ment. 

LMC (27-6) can still fi n-
ish as high as seventh in the 
nation with two more vic-
tories. The Red Hawks play 
at noon Friday against the 
winner of today’s game be-
tween Hagerstown and St. 
Clair County. 

In Wednesday’s victory, 
the Red Hawks erased an 
early  defi cit. Union Coun-
ty (24-8) led by 10 after 
the fi rst quarter, but LMC 

pulled even by halftime and 
took control in the second 
half. 

Kelsee Kinder led LMC 
with 26 points. Shan-
non Dingman scored 16 
points on 5-for-7 shooting 
from 3-point range. Hailey 
Maas scored 12 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds. 

Francesca Cherasaro 
and Acestra Robinson each 
scored 17 points for Union 
City.

LMC 76, UNION COUNTY 68

UNION COUNTY (68)
Francesca Cherasaro 5 4-7 17, Acestra 
Robinson 6 3-10 17, Robin Engleman 2 
1-2 5, Jasmine Boone-Alexadre 1 0-0 
2, Khayriyyah Dawson 5 1-2 12, Janeia 
Simmons 1 0-0 2, Evangela Morris 0 0-0 0, 
Yasmine Dorrielan 6 1-2 13. Totals: 26 8-15 
68.
LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE (76)
Kelsee Kinder 9 7-9 26, Tammy Lee 3 1-2 10, 
Hailey Maas 3 4-6 12, Dennee Brown 0 2-2 
2, Christy Gonzalez 3 2-3 8, Shawnee Dame 
0 0-0 0, Haley Madison 1 0-0 2, Sannon 
Dingman 5 1-2 16, Rylee Thompson 0 0-0 0. 
Totals: 24 17-24 76.
Union County 22 15 12 19 — 68
LMC 12 25 14 25 — 76
3-point goals — Union County 8 (Cherasaro 
4), LMC 11 (Dingman 5). Rebounds — Union 
County 47 (Robinson 11, Dawson 11), LMC 
36 (Maas 10). Team fouls — Union County 
20, LMC 16. Fouled out — Dawson (UC). 
Technical fouls — none. 
Records — Union County 24-8, Lake 
Michigan College 27-6.

By HP STAFF

JUNIOR COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Lake 

Michigan
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Union County
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Bears trade Martellus Bennett to Patriots, get fourth-round pick in deal

Martellus Bennett’s fu-
ture with the Chicago Bears 
was likely sealed by the end 
of last season, and when 
Zach Miller was re-signed 
Monday, it made it a matter 
of when and not if  the team 
would unload the veteran 
tight end.

That happened Wednes-
day as the Bears traded Ben-

nett to the New England 
Patriots, as fi rst reported 
by ESPN’s Adam Schefter. 
The Bears are sending Ben-
nett and a six-round draft 
pick (185th overall) to the 
Patriots in exchange for 
a fourth-round draft pick 
(127th overall), similar to 
how the team dumped wide 
receiver Brandon Marshall 
a year ago in a trade with 
the New York Jets. 

In other words, the Bears 

shipped off Bennett to 
move up 58 picks in the 
draft.

Bennett fi nished last sea-
son on injured reserve but 
not before he ruffl ed feath-
ers. 

He created a distur-
bance in practice before 
the Thanksgiving game at 
Green Bay and wound up 
not making the trip with 
the team. 

The Bears ruled him out 

that week with a rib injury. 
Teammates privately com-
plained about Bennett and 
one said the situation grew 
worse than it was with Mar-
shall.

The Patriots will pair him 
with All-Pro tight end Rob 
Gronkowski and bank on 
the culture in New Eng-
land directed by coach Bill 
Belichick and quarterback 
Tom Brady helping Bennett 
click. It’s not known if the 

Patriots will give Bennett 
the new contract he has 
been seeking. His deal runs 
through the 2016 season 
and calls for him to make 
$5.185 million.

Bennett caught 53 passes 
for 439 yards and three 
touchdowns last season. In 
2014, he led all tight ends 
with 90 receptions when 
he added 916 yards and six 
touchdowns and was se-
lected as a Pro Bowl alter-

nate. The Bears originally 
signed Bennett to a four-
year contract in 2013 when 
then-general manager Phil 
Emery brought him and 
left tackle Jermon Bushrod 
in at the same time.

The Patriots will be the 
fourth organization for 
Bennett, 29, who spent his 
fi rst four seasons with the 
Dallas Cowboys and one 
year with the New York Gi-
ants.

By BRAD BIGGS 
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Lakeshore

42
South Haven

40


