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SPORTS
Perfection on the mats

Two area wrestlers will 
enter individual state fi nals 
competition with unblem-
ished records this week.

Lakeshore sophomore 
Austin Franco (44-0) and 
Bangor junior Devon Kozel 
(45-0) are both returning 
state placers eyeing the ulti-
mate goal in prep wrestling, 
a coveted state title.

Last winter, Franco was 
a state runner-up at 112 
pounds, going 47-1. He re-
turns in the same weight 
class and is rated No. 1 in 
Division 2.

“He’s considered the fa-
vorite by many, but any-
thing can happen at state,” 
cautioned veteran Lake-
shore wrestling coach Bruce 
Bittenbender, who has had 
14 grapplers win 20 state 
crowns in his previous 45 

years at the Lancers helm. 
“He’s the only unbeaten left 
in his weight class, but two 
others have only one loss.”

Those two  are Branson 
Proudlock (49-1) and Eli-
juh Weaver (53-1). Proud-
lock, of Gilbralter Carlson, 
is rated No. 3, and Weaver, 
of Warren Woods Tower, is 
No. 2.

Franco would meet 
Proudlock in the quarterfi -
nals on Friday, if  they both 
win their openers on Thurs-
day. But he would not face 
Weaver until the state title 
match.

Kozel, who took fourth 
at 215 a year ago, is also the 
only unbeaten in his weight 
class in Division 4.

His main competition, 
based on records, would 
be New Lothrop’s Caleb 
Symons (48-1), but the two 

By AL AREND
HP Sports Correspondent

Lakeshore’s Franco, Bangor’s Kozel  
carry undefeated records into state finals

Don Campbell / HP staff 

Lakeshore’s Austin Franco smiles after defeating Loy Norrix’s 
Chase Thomas during Jan. 6 match. Franco is undefeated head-
ing into the state wrestling finals for the second straight season.

Division 2

EDWARDSBURG — * Mike 
Higley (119), *Hunter Vargo 
(125), Joe Hess (171), Blake 
Parsons (189).

LAKESHORE — *Austin 
Franco (112), Tony Williams 
(125), Cody Carlisle (140), 
Isaac Weir (215).

NILES — Andrew Flick 
(112), Cade Stephenson 
(119), Brendon Hall (130), 
Mitch Findeisen (135), Court-
land Lamberton (140), Quin-
ton Smith (145), Devonte 
Gaskill (152).

Division 3

BERRIEN SPRINGS — Gar-
rett Cleveland (112), Ramiro 
Williams (125), Tyrique Moore 
(Hwt).

BUCHANAN — Adam Eger 
(130).

DOWAGIAC — Kody Walker 
(103), Mike Nuyen (160).

PAW PAW — *Anthony Reo 
(171), *Dominick Reo (189).

Division 4

BANGOR — Dan Villalobos 
(103), *Devon Kozel (215).

BRANDYWINE — Sam 
Burge (171).

CASSOPOLIS — Collinb Kell 
(125), AJ Green (189), Reece 
West (Hwt).

DECATUR — Coy Helmuth 
(119), *Lucian Parish (130), 
Ethan May (140), Zac Check-
ley (160), *Logan Kennedy 
(Hwt).

GOBLES — Mason Lawson 
(171).

LAWTON — Nick Baldwin 
(103), *Dylan Amm (112), 
Zack Menck (152), Jason 
Craif (Hwt).

 * - regional champion

Area state qualifiers

See WRESTLING, page B2
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Lake Michigan College’s Kelsee Kinder battles for a rebound against Jackson College’s Kennedi Showerman during 
the first half of Tuesday’s game.

No looking ahead

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
The Lake Michigan College 
women’s basketball team had al-
ready defeated Jackson College 

three times prior 
to Tuesday’s NJ-
CAA Division 2 
District G tour-
nament opener, 
but the Red 
Hawks weren’t 

taking anything for granted.
LMC cruised to a 103-67 vic-

tory, opening the game with an 
11-0 run.

“You can’t really look at games 

in the past,” said LMC guard 
Hailey Maas, who led the Red 
Hawks with 27 points and seven 
assists. “You’ve just got to always 
be prepared to play the best team 

ever. You can’t come out to play 
to the competition, you’ve just 
got to play your game no matter 
what.”

LMC (24-5) advances to Thurs-
day’s district semifi nal against ei-
ther Grand Rapids Community 
College or Kellogg Community 
College. The game will be held at 
Delta College in University Cen-
ter, Mich.

None of LMC’s wins over Jack-
son (6-23) were  close, but Tues-
day’s game was the most lopsided 
yet. The Red Hawks led just 23-18 
after one quarter, but pulled away 
in the second period, outscoring 

By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

LMC women rout Jackson in district opener

Wolverines’ LeVert 
out for season 
with leg injury

ANN ARBOR — After two 
months of uncertainty over 
Caris LeVert’s status, Michi-
gan made it offi cial: The senior 
standout will miss the rest of the 
season.

LeVert has been ruled out be-
cause of a lower left leg injury. 
The 6-foot-7 guard played only 
once over the past two months, 
and the Wolverines will have to 
compete for an NCAA Tourna-
ment spot without him.

“After some prayer and talk-
ing it over with my family, Coach 
(John) Beilein and the medical 
staff, we all feel it is best for me 
to concentrate on getting fully 
healthy,” LeVert said in a state-
ment Tuesday. “There is still 
some discomfort that does not 
allow me to help this team the 
way I want.”

Michigan sits 
on the NCAA 
bubble. The Wol-
verines (20-10, 
10-7 Big Ten) host 
No. 16 Iowa on 
Saturday in their 
regular-season fi -
nale.

Michigan came into this sea-
son with high hopes, in part be-
cause there wasn’t as much roster 
turnover as in years past, when 
the Wolverines routinely lost key 
players to the NBA. LeVert and 
Spike Albrecht were supposed to 
lead the team as seniors, but Al-
brecht played only eight games 
following hip surgery, and he an-
nounced in December his season 
was over.

LeVert has been sidelined 
since the start of January, with 
the exception of one 11-minute 

By NOAH TRISTER 
AP Sports Writer

Michigan players loving 
Florida spring break

BRADENTON, Florida — 
For anybody concerned Michi-
gan’s football players are being 
deprived of an enjoyable spring 
break by being forced to practice 
in Florida this week, Wolverines 
tight end Jake Butt has a mes-
sage: Everything is great.

“Not everybody on our team 
is going to take a spring break to 
get away,” Butt said after Michi-
gan fi nished a four-hour practice 
Tuesday, just after sunset at the 
IMG Academy.

“We’re away. We’re down here 
in Florida. Beautiful territory. 
Sun shining. Not too hot. Nice 

breeze. Eating great food with 
our brothers. I don’t have any-
thing negative to say about it.”

And for those suspicious of 
Michigan spending a week on 
a campus that is home to one 
of the best high school football 
teams in the country, maybe this 
will alleviate some of those fears: 
Two NCAA representatives are 
also in Bradenton this week, 
keeping tabs on the Wolverines.

“Michigan reached out to the 
NCAA national offi ce for guid-
ance in preparation for its spring 
practice,” the NCAA said in 
statement given to the AP.

“As discussed with the school, 

By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer

LeVERT

Tiffany Tompkins / Bradenton Herald via AP

Michigan football players Taylor Krupp, left, and Maurice Ways practice 
during a workout at IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla., on Monday.

See LeVERT, page B3

See PLAYERS, page B3

Lake Michigan

103
Jackson

67

See RED HAWKS, page B2

LMC men’s game tonight

The Lake Michigan College 
men’s basketball team was 
scheduled to host Kalamazoo Val-
ley Community College on Tuesday 
in NJCAA Division II District 9 play, 
but the game was postponed due 
to inclement weather. 

It was rescheduled for 7 p.m. 
tonight at LMC.

adnum=60571141

Barbecue Baby Back

RIB DINNER
Only
$999
Save Time, 
Call Ahead

1607 Lakeshore Dr., St. Joseph • 269-983-4381

Full Slab Ribs – Coleslaw – Roll – French Fries

Wow!

EVERY WEDNESDAY!
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Most high school 
games called off

Most of Tuesday night’s 
boys high school basket-
ball games were postponed 
due to weather conditions.

Lakeshore will make up 
its home game with Por-
tage Central on Thursday. 

No other make-up times 
or dates were available 
Tuesday night.

W. Michigan gets  
past Toledo 70-64

KALAMAZOO (AP) 
— Thomas Wilder scored 
18 points and Tucker 
Haymond added 18 more 
off the bench as Western 
Michigan came on late to 
defeat Toledo 70-64 on 
Tuesday night.

Western Michigan (12-
18, 6-11 Mid-American) 
was trailing by six points 
with less than nine minutes 
to play when the Broncs 
started to rally. Wilder 
scored on a layup with 5:45 
left for a 57-56 lead and 
Haymond added a 3-point 
play a minute later, stretch-
ing the lead to 62-58. 

Wilder hit a key 3 that 
made it 65-60 with 2:38 left 
and the Broncos held on at 
the foul line.

The Rockets (17-13, 8-9) 
were hurt by foul trouble 
and turnovers — called for 
24 fouls and turning the 
ball over a season-worst 23 
times.

Toledo starters Nathan 
Boothe, Zach Garber and 
Jaelan Sanford each had 
four fouls with more than 
12 minutes remaining.

C. Michigan tied atop 
MAC West with win

MUNCIE, Ind. (AP) — 
Chris Fowler made 9 of 

15 field goals and finished 
with 20 points to help 
Central Michigan beat 
Ball State 65-57 Tuesday 
night.

Braylon Rayson added 
18 points and three steals 
for Central Michigan, 
which moved into a tie 
with Ball State atop the 
Mid-American Confer-
ence West Division stand-
ings.

Fowler hit a 3, then 
made a layup to spark a 
10-3 spurt that gave the 
Chippewas (19-22, 10-7) a 
38-31 lead with 14:43 min-
utes to play.

After a layup by Trey 
Moses pulled Ball State 
(17-13, 10-7) within 
five, Fowler hit another 
3-pointer which ignited a 
9-2 run that gave Central 
Michigan a 49-37 advan-
tage with 9:33 left.

Franko House pulled 
the Cardinals within 57-
51 on a layup with 3:43 
remaining, but they would 
get no closer.

Bulls can’t slow down 
Whiteside, Heat

MIAMI (AP) — Hassan 
Whiteside scored a career-
high 26 points and grabbed 
14 rebounds, Joe Johnson 
added 24 points in his Mi-
ami home debut and the 
Heat set a franchise record 
by shooting 67.5 percent 
on the way to rolling past 
the Chicago Bulls 129-111 
on Tuesday night.

Luol Deng scored 20, 
Dwyane Wade had 18 and 
Goran Dragic finished 
with 17 points and 11 as-
sists for Miami. 

Chicago was within 108-
102 with 5:14 left, before 
Miami finished on a 21-9 
run. Derrick Rose scored 
17 points for Chicago.

IN BRIEF

Television today

1:00 p.m. (FoxSports) MLB 
Preseason Baseball Detroit 
Tigers at New York Yankees. 
(Live)

1:30 p.m. (Bigten) Women’s 
College Basketball Big Ten 
Tournament, First Round (Live)

2:00 p.m. (FS1) Bundesliga 
Soccer FC Bayern Munich vs 
F.S.V. Mainz. (Live) Å

3:00 p.m. (NBCSports) English 
Premier League Soccer 
(Live)

3:45 p.m. (Bigten) Women’s 
College Basketball Big Ten 
Tournament, First Round (Live)

7:00 p.m. (Bigten) College 
Basketball Michigan State at 
Rutgers. (Live)
(Csnch) NBA Basketball 
Chicago Bulls at Orlando Magic. 
Live)
(ESPN2) College Basketball 
Miami at Notre Dame. (Live)

8:00 p.m. (ESPN) NBA Bas-
ketball Detroit Pistons at San 
Antonio Spurs. (Live)
(FoxSports) NBA Basketball 
Detroit Pistons at San Antonio 
Spurs. (Live) Å
(NBCSports) NHL Hockey Chi-
cago Blackhawks at Detroit Red 
Wings. (Live)

8:30 p.m. (FS1) College Bas-
ketball Seton Hall at Butler. 
(Live) Å

9:00 p.m. (Bigten) College 
Basketball Wisconsin at Min-
nesota. (Live)
(ESPN2) College Basketball 
Oregon at UCLA. (Live)

10:30 p.m. (ESPN) NBA Bas-
ketball Oklahoma City Thunder 
at Los Angeles Clippers. (Live)
(Golf) LPGA Tour Golf HSBC 
Champions, First Round. From 
Singapore. (Live)

11:00 p.m. (FS1) College Bas-
ketball Oregon State at USC. 
(Live) Å

Thursday

12:00 p.m. (Bigten) Women’s 
College Basketball Big Ten 
Tournament, Second Round(Live)

1:00 p.m. (Golf) PGA Tour 
Golf WGC-Cadillac Champion-

ship, First Round. From Miami 
(Live)

2:15 p.m. (Bigten) Women’s 
College Basketball Big Ten 
Tournament, Second Round (Live)

6:30 p.m. (Bigten) Women’s 
College Basketball Big Ten 
Tournament, Second Round (Live)

7:00 p.m. (Csnch) NHL 
Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at 
Boston Bruins. (Live)
(ESPN) College Basketball 
Illinois at Maryland. (Live)
(ESPN2) College Basketball 
Georgia at South Carolina. (Live)

7:30 p.m. (FS1) Women’s 
Soccer She Believes Cup — 
United States vs England. (Live) 
Å

8:00 p.m. (TNT) NBA Basket-
ball San Antonio Spurs at New 
Orleans Pelicans. (Live) Å

8:45 p.m. (Bigten) Women’s 
College Basketball Big Ten 
Tournament, Second Round (Live)

9:00 p.m. (ESPN) (ESPN2) 
College Basketball Teams 
TBA. (N) (Live)

10:30 p.m. (TNT) NBA Basket-
ball Oklahoma City Thunder at 
Golden State Warriors (Live) Å

11:00 p.m. (FS1) College 
Basketball Stanford at Arizona 
State. (Live) Å

12:00 a.m. (Golf) LPGA Tour 
Golf HSBC Champions, Second 
Round. From Singapore. (Live) 

Radio today

5 p.m. 
High school basketball — 
Class B girls district semifinals 
(WSJM-AM, 1400)

7 p.m.
College basketball — Rutgers 
at Michigan State (WCSY-FM, 
103.7)

NBA — Bulls at Magic (WMVP-
AM 1000)

8 p.m.
NHL — Blackhawks at Red Wings 
(WGN-AM 720)

Thursday

7 p.m.
High school basketball — 
Benton Harbor at Kal. Central 
(WSJM-AM, 1400)

NHL — Blackhawks at Bruins 
(WGN-AM 720)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheHP.com

Sports staff

Jason Mitchell
Sports Editor 
jmitchell@TheHP.com
429-1294

Ben Sanders
Sports Writer
bsanders@TheHP.com
932-0366

Sean Hammond
Sports Writer
shammond@TheHP.com
932-0371

are in opposite brackets 
and would not collide until 
the state title match. Sy-
mons is ranked No. 1 and 
Kozel No. 2.

Kozel, who sports a 134-
11 career mark, is seeking 
to become Bangor’s third 
individual state wrestling 
champion under coach 
Dennis Paquette. Kozel’s 
first cousin, Levon Mock, 
was the school’s first in 
2004 in the same weight 

class.
“A state championship 

match between Devon 
(Kozel) and Symons would 
be a colossal matchup, but 
the only thing we’re con-
cerned about right now is 
Devon’s opening match on 
Thursday,” Paquette said. 
“You simply can’t take any 
thing for granted at the 
state finals.”

The state individual fi-
nals will be held Thursday 
throught Saturday at The 
Palace of Auburn Hills.

The area will send 39 
grapplers in three seperate 

divisions. There are no area 
teams in Division 1.

Besides Franco and 
Kozel, eight other area 
matmen won regional 
crowns. 

Other area regional 
champions include: Ed-
wardsburg’s Mike Higley 
(50-1 at 119) and Hunter 
Vargo (50-3 at 125) both in 
D2; Paw Paw’s Reo broth-
ers, Amthony (46-3 at 171) 
and Dominick (47-5 at 189) 
in D3, and in D4 Lawton’s 
Dylan Amm (43-8 at 112), 
and Decatur’s Lucian Par-
ish (43-5 at 130), Ethan 

May (47-3) at 140, and 
heavyweight Logan Ken-
nedy (45-5).

Last year the area pro-
duced five individual state 
champions, but all have 
graduated.

WRESTLING
From page B1

the Jets 39-14.
Jackson started the third 

quarter strong, cutting the 
margin to 67-48, but LMC 
responded with a 23-0 run.

“They always say it’s 
hard to beat a team mul-
tiple times,” LMC coach Ja-
son Cooper said. “I’m just 
proud of the girls how they 
came out. They know that 
they’ve beaten this team be-
fore three other times, but 
they had the fire in their 
belly to make sure we pre-
pare ourselves for the next 
round on Thursday.”

The Red Hawks had 
four double-digit scorers. 
In addition to Maas, Tam-
my Lee scored 19, Kelsee 
Kinder had 16 points and 
eight assists, and Shannon 
Dingman scored 15. All 
four players made multiple 
3-pointers as LMC shot 17 
for 41 from beyond the arc.

“It’s a great thing when 
teams play zone against you 
when make shots,” Coo-
per said. “There are nights 
when you can’t hit the side 
of a barn, and tonight we 
shot very well from the 
3-point line, made them 
come out of that zone at 
halftime and play a little 
more man.”

Despite playing a guard-
heavy lineup, LMC domi-
nated on the boards, out-
rebounding Jackson 50-35. 
Dennee Brown led the way 
with 11 rebounds and Hal-
ey Madison added nine.

“We start with a smaller 
lineup, so that just means 
every single person has 
to go to the boards,” said 
Maas, who leads LMC in 
rebounding this season de-
spite standing just 5-7. “It’s 
like a mind thing, it’s not re-
ally a body thing. You put 
your mind to it, go get the 
ball.”

Kennedi Showerman 
scored 24 points to lead 
Jackson, which had just 
six players. Darci Marriot 
scored 15 and Chelsy Hall 
added 14 for the Jets.

LMC has a young ros-
ter that includes just three 
sophomores. The Red 
Hawks started five fresh-
men on Tuesday.

“With a younger team, 
we’ve just all got to work 
together,” Maas said. “It 
helps that there’s a lot of 
us that are younger, because 
we all kind of turn towards 
each other and all help each 
other out.” 

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE 103, JACKSON 67

JACKSON (67)
Chelsy Hall 6 0-0 14, Kristin Montecinos 2 
0-0 5, Kennedi Showerman 10 4-6 24, Darci 
Marriot 5 0-0 15, Paige Niciporek 1 0-0 3, 
Tessa Staggemeier 1 3-4 6. Totals: 25 7-10 
67.
LMC (103)
Rylee Thompson 2 0-0 4, Kelsee Kinder 6 
2-3 16, Hailey Maas 10 3-3 27, Shannon 
Dingman 5 0-0 15, Dennee Brown 3 1-1 7, 
Tammy Lee 7 0-0 19, Alyson Yingling 2 0-0 4, 
Haley Madison 4 0-0 8, Aylin Ponce 1 0-0 3. 
Totals: 40 6-7 103.
Jackson 18 14 16 19 — 67
LMC 23 39 24 17 — 103
3-point goals — Jackson 10 (Marriot 5, Hall 
2, Montecinos, Niciporek, Staggemeier), 
LMC 17 (Dingman 5, Lee 5, Maas 4, Kinder 
2, Ponce). Total fouls — Jackson 10, LMC 9. 
Fouled out — none. Technical fouls — none. 
Rebounds — Jackson 35 (Showerman 8), 
LMC 50 (Brown 11, Madison 9). Assists — 
Jackson 18 (Niciporek 5), LMC 31 (Kinder 8, 
Maas 7, Brown 6).
Records — Jackson 6-23, LMC 24-5.

Contact: bsanders@TheHP.com, 932-
0366, @HPBenSanders

Don Campbell / HP staff See more photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

Lake Michigan College’s Dennee Brown shoots while under pressure from Jackson College’s Darci 
Marriot during the first half of Tuesday’s game.

RED HAWKS
From page B1

Jackson College’s 
Darci Marriot fouls 
Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s Hailey Maas 
during the first half 
of Tuesday’s game.
Don Campbell / HP staff

Arrieta named Cubs opening day starter

It came as no surprise Tuesday 
morning as manager Joe Maddon 
named Jake Arrieta as the Chicago 
Cubs on Opening Day starter April 4 
against the Los Angeles Angels.

Arrieta, the 2015 National League 
Cy Young Award winner, will make 
his second Opening Day start. Arrieta 
pitched seven innings of two-hit ball 
in leading the Baltimore Orioles to a 
4-2 win over the Minnesota Twins in 
the 2012 opener.

Arrieta, 29, posted a 22-6 record 
and 1.77 ERA in 33 starts in lead-
ing the Cubs to the National League 
playoffs. Arrieta is likely to face 15-
game winner Garrett Richards.

“He’s very excited about it,” Mad-
don said. “He’s earned that right to be 
named that particular Opening Day 
starter. If  you’re a starting pitcher, it 
really carries a lot of prestige along 
with it. He’s earned it. We’re very 
pleased to be able to announce it.”

Maddon added that Jon Lester and 
John Lackey are likely to be the next 
two starters, although he needed to 
consult with pitching coach Chris Bo-
sio before making an official decision.

Arrieta wasn’t available for com-
ment after the Cubs’ brisk workout, 
but Lester expressed his excitement 
for his teammate.

“It’s awesome,” said Lester, who 

pitched the Cubs’ 2015 opener. “It’s a 
cool deal. It’s something that not a lot 
of people get to do, especially for or-
ganizations like this. It will be a cool 
day.”

Lester wasn’t picky over whether he 
will start the second or third game.

“I just want to pitch,” Lester said. 
“I don’t care. I’m not picky at all. 
It doesn’t matter to me. Just tell me 
when, and I’ll be there and give every-
thing I got. For me, whatever. I just 
like to pitch.”

Arrieta will become the first pitcher 
to win a Cy Young Award and start 
on multiple Opening Days without 
making an All-Star team since Doug 
Drabek, who won the NL Cy Young 
award in 1990, made four consecu-
tive Opening Day starts (1990-93) but 
wasn’t named to an All-Star team un-
til 1994 with Houston.

Tigers fall in spring training MLB 
opener to Pirates

LAKELAND, Fla. — Francisco 
Cervelli homered in his first at-bat of 
the spring and Kyle Lobstein pitched 
two scoreless innings against his for-
mer team, leading the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates over the Detroit Tigers 4-2 Tues-
day.

Cervelli connected off Matt Boyd, 
who started 10 games for the Tigers 
last season.

Lobstein gave up one hit and two 
walks. The lefty was 3-8 for Detroit last 
year. Victor Martinez hit a long homer 
and drove in two runs for the Tigers.

Yankees closer Chapman suspended 
for domestic abuse

NEW YORK — New York Yan-
kees closer Aroldis Chapman agreed 
to accept a 30-game suspension under 
Major League Baseball’s domestic 
violence policy, a penalty stemming 
from an altercation with his girlfriend 
last October.

Under the discipline announced 
Tuesday, the four-time All-Star will 
serve the penalty from the start of the 
Yankees’ season on April 4. He will 
lose 30 days of pay — $1,856,557 of 
his $11,325,000 salary. 

The agreement specifies he will be 
eligible for free agency after this sea-
son barring any additional suspension 
for off-the-field conduct that would 
cost him the necessary service time.

Chapman became the first player 
penalized a finite number of  games 
under the policy, which MLB and 
the players’ association agreed to in 
August following several high-profile 
incidents among NFL players. Colo-
rado shortstop Jose Reyes was given 
an indefinite paid suspension last 
week, pending a trial scheduled for 
April 4.
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