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&THIS    THAT

     TV
THIS WEEK

HOT 
TICKET

PLANNING 
AHEAD

‘LIVE @ The Mendel’
Lake Michigan College’s 

Performing Arts Depart-
ment will present a new vari-
ety show called “LIVE @ The 
Mendel Center” at 7 p.m. 
Friday in the South Lobby of 
LMC’s Mendel Center, 2755 
E. Napier Ave., Benton Harbor.

“LIVE @ The Mendel Cen-
ter” is hosted and directed 
by guitarist and vocalist Dan 
Maxon, an LMC alumnus. 
Performers include local 
band The Faction, singer-
songwriter Sam Blyveis, 
dancers from Fusion Center 
for Dance and LMC per-
forming arts students, 
including Japanese pianist 
Masashi Sekioka.

Tickets are $20, including 
hors d’oeuvres; or $7 for the 
show only. A cash bar will be 
available. Seating is limited. 
To purchase tickets, or for 
more information, call 927-
1221 or visit themendel
center.com.

What to watch

Just announced

Mark your calendar now

‘The Americans’
Wednesday: The spy 

games continue for Philip 
(Matthew Rhys) and Eliza-
beth Jennings (Keri Rus-
sell) as Season 4 of the 
critically acclaimed Cold 
War thriller launches with a 
pulse-pounding opener. 
Now that teen daughter 
Paige (Holly Hunter) knows 
her parents are KGB opera-
tives, things get really com-
plex – and perilous – for all 
involved. 10 p.m., FX.

The Moody Blues
The Moody Blues 

announced it will perform at 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 2 at the Mor-
ris Performing Arts Center, 
211 N. Michigan St., South 
Bend, as part of its 2016 
“Fly Me High” tour.

The English rock band 
anchored by Justin Hay-
ward (lead guitar, vocals), 
John Lodge (bass guitar, 
vocals) and Graeme Edge 
(drums) are known as one of 
the pioneers of progressive 
rock. The band named the 
2016 tour “Fly Me High” to 
mark the 50th Anniversary of 
Hayward and Lodge joining 
Edge, Ray Thomas and 
Mike Pinder as lead guitar-
ist and bassist for the iconic 
band.

Tickets, which are now on 
sale, are $48.50-$125.

To purchase tickets, or for 
more information, call 574-
235-9190, 800-537-6415, 
or visit www.morriscenter.
org or www.moodyblues
today.com.

TCP sets auditions
The Twin City Players will 

hold auditions for its spring 
musical production, “The 
Producers” at 7 p.m. March 
24 and 29, and 1 p.m. 
March 26 at the TCP Cam-
pus, 600 W. Glenlord Road, 
St. Joseph.

With book by Mel Brooks 
and Thomas Meehan, and 
lyrics by Brooks, “The Pro-
ducers,” tells the story about 
a down-on-his-luck Broad-
way producer and his mild-
mannered accountant who 
come up with a scheme to 
produce the most notorious 
flop in history thereby bilking 
their backers out of millions 
of dollars. Only one thing 
goes awry: the show is a 
smash hit.

The play has roles for six 
primary characters as well 
as an ensemble of up to 12 
women and 12 men. Actors 
will be asked to read from 
the script and should pre-
pare a 32-bar musical piece 
(an accompanist will be pro-
vided). Actors may sing 
something from the show. 
Dress comfortably. There will 
be some level of dance and 
stage movement. All levels 
of dance experience are 
welcome. Performance 
dates are June 10-July 3. 
Scott Bradford directs.

For more information, call 
429-0400 or visit twincity
players.org.

Movies in theaters now.

NEW RELEASES
“10 Cloverfield Lane”: Wak-

ing up from a car accident, a 
young woman finds herself in 
the basement of a man who 
says he’s saved her life from a 
chemical attack that has left 
the outside uninhabitable. 
Stars Mary Elizabeth Winstead, 
John Goodman and John Gal-
lagher Jr. Also in D-BOX. Rated 
PG-13 for thematic material 
including frightening sequenc-
es of threat with some vio-
lence, and brief language. 
Running time: 105 minutes.

“The Brothers Grimsby”: A 
new assignment forces a top 
spy to team up with his foot-
ball hooligan brother. Stars 
Sasha Baron Cohen, Mark 
Strong and Rebel Wilson. 
Rated R for strong crude sexu-
al content, graphic nudity, vio-
lence, language and some 
drug use. Running time: 82 
minutes.

“The Perfect Match”: A 
playboy named Charlie, con-
vinced that all his relationships 
are dead, meets the beautiful 
and mysterious Eva. Agreeing 
to a casual affair, Charlie then 
wants a bit more from their 
relationship. Stars Terrence 
Jenkins, Cassie Ventura and 
Paula Patton. Rated R for sexu-
ality, some nudity and language 
throughout. Running time: 91 
minutes.

“The Young Messiah”: Tells 
the story of Jesus Christ at age 
7 as he and his family depart 
Egypt to return home to Naza-
reth. Told from his childhood 
perspective, it follows Jesus as 
he grows into his religious 
identity. Stars David Bradley, 
Jonathan Bailey and Sean 
Bean. Rated PG-13 for some 
violence and thematic ele-
ments. Running time: 120 min-
utes.

STILL SHOWING
“Deadpool”: A former Spe-

cial Forces operative turned 
mercenary is subjected to a 
rogue experiment that leaves 
him with accelerated healing 
powers, adopting the alter ego 
Deadpool. Stars Ryan Reyn-
olds, Gina Carano and Morena 

Baccarin. Rated R for strong 
violence and language 
throughout, sexual content and 
graphic nudity. Running time: 
106 minutes.

“Eddie The Eagle”: The 
story of Great Britain’s first ski 
jumper to enter the Winter 
Olympics. Stars Taron Egerton, 
Hugh Jackman and Christopher 
Walken. Rated PG-13 for some 
suggestive material, partial 
nudity and smoking. Running 
time: 105 minutes.

“God’s of Egypt”: A common 
thief joins a mythical god on a 
quest through Egypt. Stars 
Gerard Butler, Nikolaj Coster-
Waldau and Rufus Sewell. Also 
in 3-D. Rated PG-13 for fantasy 
violence and action, and some 
sexuality. Running time: 127 
minutes.

“London Has Fallen”: In 
London for the Prime Minister’s 
funeral, Mike Banning discov-
ers a plot to assassinate all the 
attending world leaders in this 
sequel to “Olympus Has Fall-
en.” Stars Gerard Butler, Aaron 
Eckhart and Morgan Freeman. 
Rated R for strong violence and 
language throughout. Running 
time: 99 minutes.

“Race”: Jesse Owens’ quest 
to become the greatest track 

and field athlete in history 
thrusts him onto the world 
stage of the 1936 Olympics, 
where he faces off against 
Adolf Hitler’s vision of Aryan 
supremacy. Stars Stephan 
James, Jeremy Irons and 
Jason Sudeikis. Rated PG-13 
for thematic elements and lan-
guage. Running time: 134 min-
utes.

“The Revenant”: In the 
1820s, frontiersman Hugh 
Glass sets out on a path of 
vengeance against those who 
left him for dead after a bear 
mauling. Stars Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Tom Hardy and Dom-
hnall Gleeson. Rated R for 
strong frontier combat and vio-
lence including gory images, a 
sexual assault, language and 
brief nudity. Running time: 156 
minutes.

“Risen”: Clavius, a powerful 
Roman Military Tribune, and his 
aide, Lucius, are tasked with 
solving the mystery of what 
happened to Jesus in the 
weeks following the crucifixion, 

to disprove the rumors of a 
risen Messiah and prevent an 
uprising in Jerusalem. Stars 
Joseph Fiennes, Tom Felton 
and Cliff Curtis. Rated PG-13 
for Biblical violence including 
some disturbing images. Run-
ning time: 107 minutes.

“Whiskey Tango Foxtrot”: A 
journalist recounts her wartime 
coverage in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. Stars Tina Fey, Mar-
got Robbie and Martin Free-
man. Rated R for pervasive 
language, some sexual content, 
drug use and violent war imag-
es. Running time: 112 minutes.

“Zootopia”: In a city of 
anthropomorphic animals, a 
fugitive con artist fox and a 
rookie bunny cop must work 
together to uncover a conspira-
cy. Features the voices of Gin-
nifer Goodwin, Jason Bateman 
and Idris Elba. Also in 3-D and 
D-BOX. Rated PG for some the-
matic elements, rude humor 
and action. Running time: 108 
Minutes.

– From HP staff and wire reports

NOW 
PLAYING

Baron Cohen’s ‘The Brothers Grimsby’ too gross to work
First, the good news. “The 

Brothers Grimsby,” Sacha 
Baron Cohen’s latest ex-
ploration in 
pushing the 
boundaries 
of taste, gets 
a couple of 
things right.

First and 
foremost, it 
clocks in at 
a tight 82 
minutes – it 
knows just 
how long its schtick will last.

Secondly, co-writer and 
star Baron Cohen’s Nobby 
Butcher, a working class 
British football hooligan 
from the town of Grimsby, 
is an entertaining character 
to throw into a spy parody. 
With his Liam Gallagher 
haircut and ever-present 
road beer, he’s created a 
character that would be 
amusing to observe in just 
about any situation.

The bad news is that situ-
ations cooked up by writers 
Baron Cohen, Phil Johnston 
and Peter Baynham, on the 
other hand, are entirely ex-
ecrable. Literally.

There’s a bizarre, obses-
sive fi xation on bodily fl u-

ids (in the gallons) and ori-
fi ces (for spelunking). The 
problem is that the writers 
overly rely on these taboo, 
gross-out displays to provide 
laughs, instead of, you know, 
actual jokes.

There is no private part of 
the body – male, female, ani-
mal, inside, out – left unmo-
lested by the writers of “The 
Brothers Grimsby,” and it’s 
what derails the fi lm.

The story sees the reunion 
of Nobby with his long-lost 
brother, Sebastian (Mark 
Strong), separated by an 
adoption as kids. Nobby 
stayed in Grimsby, binge 

drinking down at the pub 
and siring 11 kids, while Se-
bastian turned into an awe-
some super spy in the style 
of James Bond by way of 
Jason Bourne.

By a truly facile turn 
of events (a buddy shouts 
“they found your brother”), 
the two meet again dur-
ing one of Sebastian’s mis-
sions, where he’s attempting 
to thwart the assassination 
of philanthropist Rhonda 
George (Penelope Cruz).

Bumbling Nobby causes 
Sebastian to botch the job, 
and the brothers go on the 
lam, with bad guys and bad 

spies on their tails in shoot-
’em-up action sequences. 
Nobby mucks things up and/
or saves the day.

He’s actually quite funny 
as an unlikely action star, 
shuffl ing about in his socks 
and shower sandals, or try-
ing to show respect for the 
anonymous would-be hit 
men shot dead. It’s the minor 
character details that make it 
work, Nobby remaining ever 
himself in extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

What doesn’t work are the 
extreme, grotesque scenarios 
that the writers have thrust 
the characters into.

A bit of class struggle is 
injected into the proceed-
ings, though as Nobby is 
motivating the working class 
“scum” with a speech that 
they “built the hospitals,” in 
the same breath, he also jabs 
that they “are keeping the 
Fast and Furious franchise 
alive.” The proletarian mes-
sage is wrapped in a depic-
tion of working class people 
as dumb, fat, drunkards. 
Hardly empowerment.

Rebel Wilson turns up as 
Nobby’s randy girlfriend, 
Dawn, and Baron Cohen’s 
wife, Isla Fisher, co-stars as 
Sebastian’s MI-6 gal Friday. 
Fisher manages to remain 
unscathed, which is more 
than can be said for the oth-
er female co-stars, including 
Gabourey Sidibe as a South 
African hotel maid.

It must be said that the 
humiliations rained upon 
Baron Cohen and Strong are 
far worse, and involve not 
one, but two (perhaps three) 
sexual assaults involving 
both incest and bestiality. A 
fi nal tag teases a future for 
these characters, but if it’s 
anything like this, we’ll pass.

Katie Walsh is a film critic for Tribune 
News Service.

‘The Brothers Grimsby’

(out of 4 stars)

Starring: Sacha Baron Cohen, 
Mark Strong and Rebel Wilson

Directed by: Louis Leterrier

Written by: Sacha Baron 
Cohen, Phil Johnston and 
Peter Baynham

Running time: 82 minutes

Rated: R
(for strong crude sexual content, graph-

ic nudity, violence, language, drug use)

Katie
Walsh
Movie Review

Columbia Pictures / TNS

Sacha Baron Cohen, at left, and Mark Strong are shown in a 
scene from “The Brothers Grimsby.”
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“When the Ordinary Just Won’t do!”
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51625 S.R. 933 N. South Bend, IN (at Auten Rd.)
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Over 40,000 Sq Ft of 
Beautiful Furniture!
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Hours:  4 p.m. - 10 p.m. Wednesday & Thursday 

11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

12 p.m. - 9 p.m. Sunday • CLOSED Monday

8906 First Street • Baroda, MI 

269.422.1141

Baroda Tap & Grille

Thursday March 17, 2016

11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Corned Beef & Cabbage w/ Red 

Irish Potatoes + Irish Soda Bread

Corned Beef Rueben w choice of potato

Cabbage & Sausage Soup w/ Irish Soda Bread

“Shamrock Pizza”
- (green pepper-green onions-green olives- 

green spinach-green broccoli)

Carrot Cake

Shamrock Baroda Bagel Bites

Guinness Blonde American Lager

Green Bud Light & Miller Lite

 Draft Beer

Irish Drinks

adnum=60607412

Call (269) 983-3882 for reservations
521 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, MI 49085

www.theboulevardinn.com
Visit us on Facebook to see 
our Easter Brunch menu.

Join Us for 
Easter Brunch!
Sunday, March 27 

11am-3pm
$35/ Adults • $20/ 6-12 years 

5 and under Free


