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BUSINESS
NEW IN 
BUSINESS
Abonmarche opens 
two new offices

BENTON HARBOR — 
Abonmarche opened an of-
fi ce in Battle Creek and an-
other in Lafayette, Ind.

The two offi ces bring the 
engineering and architec-
ture fi rm’s total number of 
locations to seven. In addi-
tion to these changes, Abon-
marche’s Portage, Ind., offi ce 
is relocating to Valparaiso.

Since 1979, Abonmarche 
has served communities in 
Southwest Michigan and 
northwestern Indiana, and 
the fi rm’s new presence in 
Battle Creek, Lafayette and 
Valparaiso was made to ex-
pand its outreach through-
out the region.

“The opening of these 
two offi ces represents the 
next steps in our fi rm’s 
strategic plan,” said Abon-
marche President and CEO 
Chris  Cook. “We look for-
ward to serving these mar-
kets and helping commu-
nities in the area plan and 
implement impactful and 
sustainable projects.”

Tony McGhee, Abon-
marche’s director of Devel-
opment Services, will head 
the Battle Creek offi ce. As a 
Battle Creek native, McGhee 
has helmed diverse develop-
ment projects in communi-
ties throughout Michigan.

Abonmarche’s new La-
fayette offi ce is in the Starr 
Surveying building.  This 
offi ce is a result of a long-
working relationship be-
tween Abonmarche and 
Starr.

The two companies will 
team up  on projects in the 
area, with Starr providing 
survey and business devel-
opment services and Abon-
marche providing civil en-
gineering and architectural 
services. Starr works primar-
ily in the private sector on 
commercial developments. 
Together, Abonmarche and 
Starr intend to pursue resi-
dential, commercial and in-
dustrial development proj-
ects.

Abonmarche’s new offi ces 
are at 318 South Shore Drive 
in Battle Creek, 413 Teal 
Road, Suite B, in Lafayette, 
and 17 Washington St.  in 
Valparaiso.

Abonmarche is a fi rm 
that specializes in engineer-
ing, architecture, project 
development, surveying, 
landscape architecture and 
waterfront services.

Four Winds donates 
meals in SWMI

NEW BUFFALO — The 
Pokagon Band of Potawa-
tomi Indians and its Four 
Winds Casinos donat-
ed  more than 1,000 meals 
for those in-need in north-
ern Indiana and Southwest 
Michigan.

The meals will be de-
livered through Meals on 
Wheels of Southwestern 
Michigan. Each meal in-
cludes a ham, potatoes 
au gratin, corn, green 
beans, rolls and a pound 
cake. Meals on Wheels of 
Southwestern Michigan is 
a nonprofi t organization 
that  helps seniors remain 
in their homes by providing 
meals at community sites 
and meals delivered directly 
to their homes.

Residents in the follow-
ing communities will get 
these meals: LaPorte, South 
Bend, Michigan City, Ben-
ton Harbor, Dowagiac, 
Niles and Buchanan. Po-
kagon Elders will also be 
receiving meals.

“We are deeply commit-
ted to the Michiana com-
munity and its residents, 
and are pleased to provide 
these meals in time for the 
Easter holiday,” John P. 
Warren, chairman of the 
Pokagon Band of Potawa-
tomi Indians, stated in a 
press release. “We are also 
pleased that our employees 
at Four Winds Casinos are 
providing the food, pack-
ing the boxes and delivering 
them to those in need.”

A scoop of history

SOUTH HAVEN 
— Robins and crocuses sig-
nal the start of spring.

But South Haven has an-
other indicator of spring’s 
arrival –  the annual open-
ing of Sherman’s Dairy 
Bar.

This year’s opening, 
March 4, took place on a 
35-degree day. However, 
that didn’t stop people 
from driving to the popu-
lar ice cream shop at 1601 
Phoenix St.

Hillary Fisher of True 
Blue Farms in Grand Junc-
tion was among  the early 
bird customers.

“Myself and our staff  
decided to take a break 
and enjoy some ice cream,” 
she said. “I told them they 
could get whatever they 
want – we might even get a 
Pig’s Dinner” – Sherman’s 
deluxe version of a banana 
split.

The True Blue employees 
sat down in the dairy bar’s 
dining room, which has 
been remodeled as part of 
Sherman’s 100th anniver-
sary this year.

Bob Eisenman, owner of 
Sherman’s, unveiled the re-
modeled room March 3 to 
remaining members of the 
Sherman family and con-
tractors who helped with 
the project.

“We stripped the old 

wallpaper, put in new 
booth seats, painted the 
walls, added more lighting, 
took down the old pictures 
and had new photo panels 
made that show Sherman’s 
history,” Eisenman said.

A ripple occurrence
The company also treat-

ed guests to free ice cream, 
including a fl avor that 
proved very popular 40 
years ago – Fudge Ripple.

“When the Shermans 
found out we were offer-
ing Fudge Ripple again, 
they got really excited,” 
Eisenman said of the va-

nilla bean fl avor with 
thick chocolate butter 
fudge.  “When we fi rst 
started making ice cream, 
the second most popular 
one was Fudge Ripple. But 
then everyone discovered 
Mackinac Island Fudge 
ice cream. It killed Fudge 
Ripple, so 25 years ago we 
stopped making it. But in 
the last three years people 
started asking for it again, 
so we decided to include it 
as part of our 100th anni-
versary.”

Sherman’s now makes 
more than 40 fl avors of ice 
cream, so it may surprise 

people vanilla remains the 
most popular fl avor.

But that doesn’t stop 
Eisenman from coming up 
with such unique blends as 
Chocolate Malt Supreme, 
Chocomania, Cherry Am-
aretto and Grasshopper.

“Many fl avor houses 
have ingredients for certain 
recipes, but we also have 
been successful with com-
bining various fl avors,” said 
Eisenman, who fi rst began 
working for the Sherman 
family 31 years ago as a 
sales manager.  “I tell peo-
ple I spent three years try-
ing to get the Shermans to 

adopt me. They were such 
wonderful people.”

The Sherman family 
evidently liked and trusted 
Eisenman enough that 
in 1988 they sold the Dairy 
Bar to him. They then sold 
him the warehouse busi-
ness, and fi nally the prop-
erty on Phoenix Road.

“The wonderful thing 
about the Shermans is that 
never once did they look 
over my shoulder when I 
bought the business,” Eisen-
man said. “But whenever 
I ran into a problem, they 

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

Sherman’s Dairy 
Bar celebrates 
100 years 
of business

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

Wendy Mohney, manager at Sherman’s Dairy Bar in South Haven, serves up two popular ice cream flavors, blue moon and butter pecan. The business is celebrat-
ing its 100-year anniversary.

Sherman’s Dairy Bar in South Haven is celebrating its 100-year anniversary. This year’s March 4 opening took place on a cold 
35-degree day.

BUSINESS MEETINGS
Society for Quality to 
feature guest speaker

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  — A guest lecturer 
will be speaking on Lake 
Michigan College’s ad-
vanced manufacturing 
training April 7 during 
the American Society for 
Quality (ASQ) St. Joseph/
Benton Harbor Section 
1007 meeting at the Hil-
ton Garden Inn in Benton 
Township. Get-acquaint-
ed time is at 6 p.m., with 
dinner at 6:45 p.m. and 
the presentation at 7:30 
p.m.

Presented by  Kenneth 
Flowers – the dean of 
career and work force 

education at LMC – the 
Thursday meeting will 
discuss the new Hanson 
Technology Center, which 
will house labs typical of 
a hands-on manufactur-
ing training facility, in-
cluding manufacturing 
labs, advanced technology 
labs and welding labs.

The meeting will focus 
on the future of  technol-
ogy at LMC, what is driv-
ing the college’s vision, 
and the operational ex-
pectations residents can 
expect related to technol-
ogy.

The cost is $20 and is 
payable at the door – cash 
or check only. The dead-
line for reservations is 

by noon April 6. Email 
reservations to carlos_r_
tejada@att.net or call 
269-861-1303.

Cornerstone offers 
business planning 
workshop

BENTON HARBOR — 
Entrepreneurs interested 
in improving their busi-
ness  can now  register for 
the Introduction to Busi-
ness Planning workshop.

The workshop is offered 
by Cornerstone Alliance 
Small Business Services 
and takes place from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. April 13  in 
the South Haven Public 
Library at 314 Broadway 

St. in South Haven. The 
workshop is $10 and in-
cludes lunch.

Led by Dubelsa Mata, 
a business development 
associate for the Women’s 
Business Center at Corner-
stone Alliance, the  work-
shop will cover:
• Business Plan-

ning  –  an overview of 
products/services offered 
and identifying target au-
diences.
• Market Analysis – an 

overview of the  industry, 
the competition and how 
to position a  business 
within the marketplace.
• Management/Opera-

tion Needs – identifying 
who will manage various 

functions of  the small 
business and ensure all li-
censing and compliance is-
sues are met.
• Financial Analysis – 

determining actual startup 
costs and access to capital 
resources for qualifi ed ap-
plicants.

Deadline to register for 
the workshop is  April 11. 
Those interested can reg-
ister online at www.corner
stonewbc.com or by con-
tacting Mata at 925-6100 
or by  email at dmata@
wcstonealliance.org.

Items for Business Meetings can 
be emailed to business@TheHP.com, 
faxed to 269-429-4398, or mailed to 
The Herald Palladium, attention: Busi-
ness, P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 
49085
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