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LOCAL & STATE

Debra Haight / HP correspondent

Southwestern Michigan College students carry a door for the house they are building on the Dowagiac campus. The project is an 
effort to get hands-on experience for students in several departments.

DOWAGIAC —  People 
may  little  notice the small 
house taking shape on 
the edge of Southwestern 
Michigan College, but it 
represents a new inter-
disciplinary approach to 
learning that gives students 
work experience, offi cials 
say.

The project is the brain-
child of SMC Business 
and Advanced Technology 
Dean Stacy Horner. She 
wanted to fi nd ways for 
students from different de-
partments to work together 
on a project. Planning be-
gan last spring, ground 
was broken last fall and 
students are now halfway 
through completing  the 
504-square-foot house.

Work includes art stu-
dents deciding on inte-
rior and exterior colors 
and  shingle and siding 
patterns, welding students 
building  a rain harvesting 

system, science students 
working on rain purifi ca-
tion systems and business 
students tracking costs.

Information technol-
ogy students will get more 
involved next year as 
work shifts to the interior. 
They’ll fi nd  ways to make 
the house “smart” regard-
ing technology.

The house features 
a  great room with living, 
dining and kitchen space, 
a 12-by-12-foot bedroom 
and a full bathroom.

“It’s a true residential 
structure,” Advanced Tech-
nology School Chairman 
Larry Wilson said. “It’s 
built to the Michigan Resi-
dential Code and will be 
able to be placed anywhere 
in the state.”

Wilson and his construc-
tion trade students are do-
ing the lion’s share of the 
work. First-year students 
do much of the physical 
work while second-year 
students spend more time 
in the classroom, learning 
the “science” behind what 
they’re doing and how to 
run their own business.

A project goal is making 
the house  environmentally 
friendly and energy effi -

cient.
“We want to build it as 

green as possible,” Wilson 
said. “We had big discus-
sions about what type of 
siding to use. We’re go-
ing with engineered wood, 
which uses fewer trees.

“Half  of  my fi rst-year 
students came here be-
cause they heard about this 
project. This year we’ll get 
the exterior done and next 
year do the interior and the 
decks.”

First-year students Lane 
Smous and Madison Palm-
er said they especially like 
the  hands-on experience. 
Each are planning con-
struction careers.

Smous came to construc-
tion after taking business 
classes at Ferris State Uni-
versity for three years.

“I wanted to do some-
thing different,” he said. “I 
like this because it’s hands-
on and not so boring. I 
want to learn how to do 
everything. I want to work 
for myself  as a contractor.”

Palmer said she came to 
SMC for the program after 
taking career tech classes in 
high school.

“I wanted to learn how to 
fi x stuff  around the house, 

and then I found I loved it,” 
she said. “I might have my 
own business or work for 
someone as an estimator. 
I like the the hands on but 
I’m good at estimating.”

Construction trades stu-
dents can get a certifi cate 
after one year or an associ-
ate’s degree after two years. 
Students can transfer to 
Ferris for a four-year de-
gree in construction man-
agement.

Wilson said  a former 
SMC student, Rachel 
Mroz, will graduate from 
Ferris in May and has had 
four “six fi gure” job offers. 
He said she’s planning to 
take a job in San Francisco.

As for what will happen 
to the house when it’s all 
done, Wilson and Harner 
said the house will be auc-
tioned off  with proceeds 
going either for scholar-
ships or the next project.

In addition to students 
working together, the proj-
ect has brought together 
several area businesses 
who have donated to the 
project. They include Judd 
Lumber, Big C Lumber, 
Lowe’s, Pyramid 1, Schlut-
er Systems and Miles Dis-
tributors.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

SMC departments 
team up for 
hands-on project

Tiny house, big vision

SOUTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

COLOMA — Con-
sultants will be hired to 
study whether North Ber-
rien Fire Rescue’s next fi re 
chief should work part-
time or full-time.

The Hagar Township 
Board earlier this month 
voted to hire Lewis Bend-
er and Jeff Swanson for 
$9,500 to evaluate the fi re 
department’s administra-
tive needs.

Full-time Chief Bob 
Ruff resigned Dec. 31.

The consulting costs 
would be split equally be-
tween the three govern-
mental units served by the 
department: Hagar Town-
ship, Coloma Township 
and Coloma.

At a special meeting this 
week, the Coloma Town-
ship Board voted to ap-
prove the consultants’ con-
tract.

Coloma Mayor Jim Po-
lashak said the City Com-
mission will consider ac-
tion Monday night.

Bender is a retired Cen-
tral Michigan Univer-

sity public administra-
tion professor, said Hagar 
Township Supervisor Izzy 
DiMaggio.

Swanson is fi re chief of 
Barrington Countryside 
Fire Department near Chi-
cago, DiMaggio said.

The consultants will 
start their work in early 
May.

NBFR Board Chairman 
Rob Harper said the work 
will take about a month, 
and will start with inter-
views of fi refi ghters, the 
fi re board and the public.

“We don’t want to rush 
into” hiring a new chief, 
Harper said. The two cap-
tains and the lieutenant 
handling departmental 
administration duties “are 
doing an outstanding job,” 
he said.

The two township 
boards and the City Com-
mission had a special, joint 
meeting Monday at the 
North Berrien Senior Cen-
ter to discuss the plans to 
hire the consultants, and 
to inform the public about 
the plans.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten
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Consultants will 
help study NBFR 
chief needs  

COLOMA

SOUTH HAVEN — 
The second year of  the 
South Haven Speakers 
Series will offer the pub-
lic five presentations on 
topics ranging from wa-
ter quality to prison re-
forms.

The first event will be 
April 14.

The series was 
launched last year by the 
group SHOUT for South 
Haven. But now it’s its 
own nonprofit organiza-
tion, headed by President 
Mark Odland.

“We are grateful for 
the response we received 
in our inaugural year 
and have strived to bring 
more thought-provoking 
speakers to this year’s se-
ries,” Odland said.

The stated mission of 
the series is to spotlight 
“issues, innovations and 
ideas shaping our lives.”

The April 14 presen-
tation will be “Saving 
the Great Lakes: Water 
Quality Issues.”

The presenters will be 
Cameron Davis Sr., a se-
nior advisor to the U.S. 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency; and Robert 
Tolpa of  South Haven, 

who worked for the EPA 
for 36 years and was a se-
nior planner there.

The program will be 
at 7:30 p.m. at the South 
Haven campus of  Lake 
Michigan College. The 
cost is $10, but students 
are admitted free. Re-
freshments will be served.

Other events in this 
year’s series include a 
May 5 program on the 
dysfunction of  our po-
litical institutions; a 
June 28 program on re-
connecting with nature; 
a program focusing on 
sentencing and prison 
reforms set for Sept. 15; 
and an Oct. 20 program 
on news hoaxes.

The program is spon-
sored by the South Ha-
ven Community Founda-
tion, Meijer and Carole 
and Don Hodgman.

In addition to Odland, 
the board of  directors in-
cludes Joan Bauer, Dick 
Brunvand, Bob Cop-
ping, Frank Cunning-
ham, Sandy Fenske, Don 
Hixson, Carole Hodg-
man, Tom Renner, Susan 
Ryan, Elaine Stephens, 
Rosemary Thurber, Rob-
ert Tolpa, Janice Varney 
and Donald Wheat.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten
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SH Speakers Series 
events announced

B E R R I E N 
SPRINGS  —  Andrews 
University, in partner-
ship with Green Earth 
Electronics Recycling, 
will have its biannual elec-
tronics recycling event 3-7 
p.m. Wednesday, the uni-
versity announced.

Community members, 
businesses and residents 
from surrounding com-
munities are encouraged 
to recycle unwanted elec-
tronic items at the uni-
versity’s transportation 
building.

Accepted items in-
clude computers, laptops, 
smart phones, monitors, 
TVs, telephones, cam-
eras, DVD players, cords/
cables, printers, toner car-

tridges, cell phones, re-
frigerators, air condition-
ers, appliances and any 
other electronic items or 
items with a cord.

A hazardous waste fee 
will be collected for all 
monitors ($10) and all 
TVs ($20). All other items 
are recycled free. Andrews 
departments will not 
be charged because  the 
University is hosting the 
event.

All hard drives are 
wiped according to De-
partment of  Defense 
specifi cations or shred-
ded. Businesses are en-
couraged to register 
by emailing  pickup@
GreenEarth1.com  or 
calling 269-326-1232.

Andrews to host 
electronics recycling

DOWAGIAC — James 
“Jimmy” Carpenter has 
been selected the Dowagiac 
Fire Department’s Fire-
fi ghter of the Year, the city 
reported.

He received the award 
during the depart-
ment’s  Firefi ghter of the 
Year ceremony  and  dinner 
Wednesday at the Timber-
line Inn. The 45th annual 
event was sponsored by 
Wolverine Mutual Insur-
ance Co. 

The Firefi ghter of the 
Year is chosen by depart-

ment mem-
bers. It  is 
based on 
dedicat ion, 
commitment, 
hard work 
and courage. 

Carpenter 
joined the 

department in  2004. He 
has acquired certifi cations 
and training in Michigan 
Firefi ghter Level 2, hazard-
ous materials operations, 
vehicle extrication, ice/cold 
water surface rescue, con-
fi ned space rescue and is 

qualifi ed to National Inci-
dent Management System 
standards. 

Also Wednesday, Fire-
fi ghter Shaun West was 
recognized for his service 
to the department as well 
as maintaining his status 
in the Air Force Reserve. 
Lt. Chad Bundy was rec-
ognized for fi ve years of 
service to the Department. 
Capt. Mike Mattix was 
recognized for 30 years of 
service and obtaining Fire 
Instructor 1 status through 
the state.

Dowagiac honors top firefighter
Hey, bear, you’re 
in Lancer territory

STEVENSVILLE —
St. Joseph High School 
calls itself  home of  the 
Bears, but the prodigal 
bear  bouncing between 
Southwest Michigan 
and northwestern In-
diana has apparently 
ventured into the ri-
val  Lakeshore school 
district.

The Michigan De-
partment of  Natural 
Resources has received 
reports a hiker saw 
the animal Tuesday or 
Wednesday at Grand 
Mere State Park in Lin-
coln Township, WSBT-
TV reported.

A day later, the DNR 
heard from  a Stevens-
ville homeowner, who 
reported  the bear de-
stroyed some bird feed-
ers and knocked over 
trash cans.

The next day another 
area homeowner report-
ed seeing a bear on his 
porch. 

The bear is believed 
to have wandered into 
the area from north-
ern Michigan. Sight-
ings began  in spring 
2015.

IN BRIEF

CARPENTER

ANN ARBOR (AP) — A 
Michigan school district has 
canceled two spring break 
trips by high school students 
to Europe following the ter-
rorist attacks in Brussels.

Ann Arbor Public Schools 
offi cials have determined 
that a trip by Huron High 
School students to Italy and 
one by Pioneer High School 
students to Spain pose pos-
sible risks, The Ann Arbor 
News reported Friday.

Attackers on Tuesday 
killed 31 people and wound-
ed 270 in bombings at a 
Brussels airport and subway. 

The academic trips were 
planned for April.

Twelfth-grade art and hu-
manities students at Huron 
High were to visit Italy April 
1-9, while Spanish depart-
ment students at Pioneer 
High were to be in Spain 
April 4-9.

“This decision was made 
with the students’ safety in 
mind,” the school district 
said in a letter sent Thurs-
day to parents. “Please 
know this was not an easy 
decision.”

The district told parents 
it would work with travel 

sponsors to possibly re-
schedule the trips when 
there is less risk to students, 
but some say they are un-
able to get refunds from the 
company that booked the 
trips.

“No one is telling us 
where we go from here,” said 
Lorraine Robert, whose son 
was set to go to Spain.

Robert told the newspa-
per that the trip cost $3,200, 
and that the company that 
provides trip insurance says 
cancellations must be made 
30 days before departure to 
get refunds.

School district cancels trips to Europe


