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Revamping Rocky Gap County Park
BENTON TOWNSHIP 

— People may not recog-
nize Rocky Gap County 
Park the next time they vis-
it.

Construction began last 
week on a $600,000 project 
to add amenities to the Ber-
rien County-owned park 
and to make it more acces-
sible for all visitors. Work 
on the lower section of the 
park is expected to be com-
pleted by mid-June, and 

then work will start on the 
upper section, continuing 
through September.  Each 
section will be closed to the 
public while construction is 
taking place.

Berrien County Parks 
Director Brian Bailey said 
the park, on Rocky Gap 
Road off  M-63 in Benton 
Township, will continue 
to have its “spectacular” 
view of Lake Michigan and 
1,100 feet of beach. When 
the project is done, it will 
be even more enjoyable and 
easier to get to, he said.

Improvements to the 
lower section will include 
a barrier-free ramp that 
will be accessible to those 
in wheelchairs, families us-
ing strollers and emergency 
crews trying to reach the 
beach, Bailey said.

A shade shelter and 
benches will be added, 
along with new decorative 
fencing and lighting. A 
vault restroom will replace 
the portable potties that 
have been in place.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Adam Crain, from 
B&Z Construction of 

Benton Harbor, clears 
debris at Rocky 

Gap County Park on 
Monday as work con-
tinues on a $600,000 

renovation project 
that will add a new 

walkway, a restroom 
and an overlook 

suitable for wed-
dings, among other 
improvements. The 

lower section of the 
park will be closed 

until about mid-June. 
Additional work will 

continue all summer.
John Matuszak / HP Staff

Extensive improvements planned for $600K project

BENTON TWP.

See ROCKY GAP, page A8

Pearl Harbor  
survivor, 
longtime  
mayor dies

WATERVLIET — Robert 
“Bob” Flaherty, one of Berrien 
County’s  last survivors of the 
1941 Pearl Harbor attack and a 
longtime Watervliet official, died 
Thursday in Mattawan. He was 
96.

His son, John Flaherty, of 
Bainbridge Township, said his 
father’s commitment to his coun-
try and his community was “au-
tomatic. He didn’t have to think 
about it. He was always helping 
somewhere to make Watervliet 
and the surrounding communities 
a better place.”

In 1997, Flaherty was recog-
nized as Watervliet’s “longest-
serving public servant,” with a 
40-year resume that included 18 
years as mayor. The name of Mill 
Creek Park was changed to Fla-
herty Park in his honor.

Don Alsbro, president of Lest 
We Forget, said Flaherty was the 
second-to-last known Pearl Har-
bor survivor in Berrien County, 
with John DeFields of Coloma 
being the remaining survivor.

John Flaherty said his father 
didn’t talk much about his service 
in World War II when he and his 
siblings were growing up, but they 
learned more as they got older 
about his being “in the wrong 
place at the right time” on Dec. 
7, 1941.

News clippings from The Her-
ald-Palladium archives chronicle 
the adventures of a young man 
from Benton Harbor who enlist-
ed in the Navy in 1940 and was 
shipped to an out-of-the-way spot 
called Pearl Harbor in February 
1941.

In one article he recounts “the 
many interesting sights” around 
Oahu and the Big Island of Ha-
waii, such as its towering volca-
noes, an exotic view for a Mid-
western boy.

He was on duty when the Jap-
anese launched a sneak attack 
against the army and naval forces 
of the United States. He escaped 
injury, though he saw many of the 
big battleships go down.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Bob Flaherty’s death leaves 
one Berrien County survivor 
from attack on Dec. 7, 1941

See FLAHERTY, page A8

Louise Wrege / HP staff

A St. Joseph Township firefighter works to knock down flames Monday evening at 1060 Wedgewood Road during a fire that killed a man.

Students excited about Early Middle College

ST. JOSEPH — Hunter Lange 
wants to be ahead of the curve.

This is apparent as the St. Jo-
seph High School sophomore is 
applying  this spring to earn  his 
associate degree in engineering 

technology by taking part in the 
Berrien County 5th Year Early 
Middle College program.

Lange is among the first stu-
dents to apply to the new pro-
gram. If  accepted, he could earn 
his associate degree for no cost, 
and in less than half  the time it 
normally takes.

Most Berrien County  school 
districts have signed on with the 

program, which is coordinated 
by Berrien RESA in partnership 
with Lake Michigan College. 
Students will be able to earn 
both a high school diploma and 
a college associate degree in the 
process.

Lange first heard of the pro-
gram in the fall when his moth-
er received an email from the 
school district, asking if  her son 

might be interested.
“I told her to say ‘yes,’” Lange 

said. “I thought it would be a 
great thing to do. I’ve always 
tried to be ahead of the compe-
tition. I mean, this would mean 
a two-year degree in half  the 
time.”

The new program requires 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Deadline to apply is Thursday

See COLLEGE, page A8

Man killed in house fire

ST. JOSEPH — A house fire 
in St. Joseph Township left one 
man dead Monday evening.

St. Joseph Township police 
said in a news release that An-
thony LaRatta, 41, died in the 
fire at 1060 Wedgewood Road. 
His wife, Gina, was not home 
when fire broke out, neighbors 
said.

“I just saw flames shooting 

up between the 
garage and the 
trailer (in the 
driveway),” said 
Jeanne Feltner, 
who lives across 
the street and 
was one of the 
first people on 
the scene. “I just 
ran out and dialed 911.”

Feltner said she and another 
neighbor pounded on the door 
because Tony LaRatta’s car was 
in the driveway, so they figured 

he was home.
“A man driving by in a pick-

up truck jumped out of his 
truck and also pounded on the 
door and some windows,” she 
said.

Feltner said they saw LaRat-
ta, but were unsuccessful in get-
ting him out of the house.

Capt. Scott Shiveley from the 
St. Joseph Township Fire De-
partment said the victim  was 
found dead at the scene inside 
the home.

Officers attempted to gain 

entry but could not due to the 
intense smoke coming from the 
structure, according to the news 
release.

Shiveley said authori-
ties  don’t know what caused 
the  blaze, which was called in 
at 5:50 p.m. Shiveley said it ap-
pears as though the fire started 
in the garage.  The Michigan 
State Police Fire Marshal’s of-
fice was called in to investigate 
the cause of the fire.

By LOUISE WREGE 
and TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writers

ST. JOSEPH TWP.

Wedgewood Road home destroyed; cause not yet known

LaRATTA

See FIRE, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .47º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .29º
Record High . . . . . . 74º in 1953
Record Low . . . . . . . 7º in 1988
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.75"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.46"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 4.64"
Normal year to date . . . . . 5.46"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:43 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:01 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:26 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:24 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a slight chance of 
showers, high temperature of 55º, 
humidity of 82%. South wind 15 
to 20 mph. Expect mostly cloudy 
skies tonight with a 30% chance 
of showers, overnight low of 42º. 
Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, south winds to 30 kt becoming southwest 10 to 20 kt. Waves 
4 to 7 ft occasionally to 9 ft subsiding to 3 to 5 ft occasionally to 7 
ft. Water temperature 41 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Wednesday

Showers Likely
49º / 38º

Thursday

Showers Likely
45º / 28º

Friday

Mostly Sunny
41º / 31º

Saturday

Mostly Sunny
50º / 37º

Today

Mostly Cloudy
55º

Tonight

Few Showers
42º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be cloudy today with scattered rain and snow, highs in the 
30s. Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph. Wednesday we will see partly cloudy 
skies with highs in the 30s. East wind 3 to 7 mph. 

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated rain, highs in 
the 40s and 50s. South wind 13 to 18 mph. Wednesday, skies will be 
partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered rain and snow.

What is the heat index? ?

Answer:
temperature factoring in humidity.

Full
3/23

Last
3/31

New
4/7

First
4/14

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 15
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for March 22, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

The only principal Lake-
shore Junior High School ever 
had is planning to give up 
the position at the end of the 
school year.  Superintendent 
Ned Curtis said at the school 
board meeting this week that 
John Woods will retire after 34 
years with the school district. 
He spent the last 24 years at the 
junior high school.  He is also 
one of the original staff  mem-
bers of the Lakeshore School 
District, which was formed in 
1957. Woods said in a letter to 
Curtis dated March 4 that he 
wanted to spend more time with 
his family and allow a younger 
person to take over the leader-
ship of the school.

35 years ago – 1981
An Andrews University pro-

fessor has developed a new test 
instrument to measure students 
anxiety about statistics courses, 
according to the university. Rob-

ert J. Cruise, associate professor 
of measurement and evaluation 
at the university, will present re-
search data concerning his new 
test at the American Personnel 
and Guidance Association con-
vention in St. Louis on April 
13.  Termed S.T.A.R.S. (Statis-
tics Awareness and Readiness 
Sale), the test is designed to be 
administered to beginning sta-
tistics students to guide teach-
ers in counseling and curricular 
planning, according to the An-
drews announcement.

50 years ago – 1966
The Lakeshore board of edu-

cation last night authorized sale 
of $1.335 million in bonds to 
build a new junior high school 
to Clark, Dodge and Co. of De-
troit at an interest rate of 4.1964 
percent. Superintendent Stewart 
Olmstead said the bond market 
is high now after Federal Re-
serve board action in hiking in-
terest rates. “We were hoping for 
a better rate,” he said.

Today is Tuesday, March 22, 
the 82nd day of 2016. There are 
284 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On March 22, 1941, the Grand 

Coulee hydroelectric dam in 
Washington state officially went 
into operation.

On this date:
In 1765, the British Parlia-

ment passed the Stamp Act to 
raise money from the American 
colonies, which fiercely resisted 
the tax. (The Stamp Act was re-
pealed a year later.)

In 1894, hockey’s first Stanley 
Cup championship game was 
played; home team Montreal 
defeated Ottawa, 3-1.

In 1929, a U.S. Coast Guard 
vessel sank a Canadian-regis-
tered schooner, the I’m Alone, 
in the Gulf of Mexico.

In 1933, during Prohibition, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed a measure to make wine 
and beer containing up to 3.2 
percent alcohol legal.

In 1976, principal photog-
raphy for the first “Star Wars” 
movie, directed by George Lu-
cas, began in Tunisia.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

On the upper section of 
the park, a curved driveway 
will be installed with per-
meable pavers to allow rain 
to flow through, avoiding 
run-off.

A major addition will be 
a viewing deck and room 
for seating 50 people on 
each  side of the aisle. This 
will be ideal for weddings, 
family reunions and other 
gatherings, Bailey said. 
The deck, overlooking the 

beach and lake, will be 25 
feet long and 30 feet wide.

Parking is being added 
on both sections to accom-
modate more visitors.

This is the first extensive 
renovations at the park 
since 1987. The property 
was obtained by Berrien 
County in 1929.

The work is being fi-
nanced with $300,000 from 
the Michigan Natural Re-
sources Trust Fund, which 
uses money earned through 
mineral rights on public 
land.

Another $300,000 comes 

from the county’s parks 
millage, Bailey said.

Costs include $540,000 
for construction and 
$60,000 for architectural 
and engineering fees and 
contingency costs.

The project is part of 
Berrien County’s five-year 
parks plan, and is proceed-
ing right on schedule, Bai-
ley said.

Information about Rocky 
Gap and other county parks 
is available at www.berrien 
county.org/parks.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

ROCKY GAP
From page A1

The following year, he 
was a forward gunner on 
the destroyer USS Laffey 
off  the coast of Guadal-
canal when it was struck 
and went down, taking 
many of his shipmates 
with it.  Again, he was un-
injured. The young sailor 
drifted in the ocean for 
about five hours before 
being rescued by marines.

While on furlough in 
August 1943, Flaherty 
told a local reporter 
he didn’t think the war 
against the Japanese 
would go on another five 
or 10 years, as others were 
predicting.

“The job will be done 
in a year or two,” he told 
the reporter, a prescient 
remark, as the war ended 
Aug. 14, 1945, follow-
ing the dropping of two 

atomic bombs.
Flaherty was stationed 

near Miami when the war 
ended, training to pilot 
landing craft that would 
have been part of the an 
expected invasion of Ja-
pan, his son said.

Flaherty moved to Wa-
tervliet in 1952, was ap-
pointed Watervliet trea-
surer in 1957, served as 
mayor of Watervliet from 
1961-75, and was then 
elected to the city commis-
sion. He was nominated to 
be Watervliet postmaster 
by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1960, and 
was secretary-treasurer of 
the combined Watervliet 
City-Township Fire and 
Ambulance Board.

He left Michigan for 
Dallas in 1975 but re-
turned and was again 
elected mayor in 1987. The 
naming of Flaherty Park 
was  a surprise announce-
ment, and the park  was 

dedicated on July 4, 1988.
“It was a legacy he 

earned,” John Flaherty 
said.

Late in life Robert Fla-
herty returned to Pearl 
Harbor with his oldest 
son, James, and also at-
tended the dedication of 
the World War II Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C., 
in 2004 with John and 
other sons.

“He was pretty much 
overwhelmed by the emo-
tion of the event,” John 
Flaherty said.

For 61 years he was 
married to Margaret Ann 
“Peg” Flaherty, who died 
in 2003. She worked for 
Berrien County for 24 
years and served an ad-
ditional eight years on the 
County Jury Board. They 
had six children – James, 
Barbara, John, David, 
Pam and Nancy.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

FLAHERTY
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high school students to 
commit to the program be-
fore their junior years, at-
tend a summer boot camp, 
complete high school and 
college courses on sched-
ule and agree to postpone 
getting their high school 
diploma for a year.

If  Lange is  accepted, he 
would spend half  his senior 
year at high school, while 
attending classes the other 
half  of  the time at LMC.

In the fifth year (of  high 
school), Lange would sole-
ly attend LMC classes.

Depending on what they 
study, students can also 
earn certificates in a num-
ber of  vocational fields 
and college credits that will 
transfer directly to four-
year college programs.

The deadline for all stu-
dents to apply is Thursday.

Kelly Gaideski, St. Jo-
seph schools’ curriculum 
director, said the program 
will cater to students look-
ing for engineering tech-
nology, manufacturing, 
medical assisting, welding 
and culinary degrees.

When students are at-
tending LMC in the  fifth 
year of  the program, Gaid-
eski said those students still 
technically belong to their 
respective high school dis-
tricts.

“We can still collect state 
aid for those students. But 
it’s going to take a special 
kid to make that commit-
ment,” Gaideski said. “Our 
first group of students are 
applying right now. St. Joe 
has a certain number of 

spots available based on 
our size and it will be pro-
rated based on how many 
kids we have.”

Brian Pyles, CTE direc-
tor at RESA, said they 
won’t have an idea of how 
many applied until the 
March 24 deadline.

However, he said  more 
than 100 people  came out 
to two  orientation  meet-
ings held for parents curi-
ous about the program. Py-
les said Benton Harbor 
High School and Benton 
Harbor Countryside Acad-
emy are the two schools in 
the county not participat-
ing.

Availability of  the pro-
grams and certificates will 
depend on student enroll-
ment. RESA is expecting 
to fill 35-60 spots county-
wide.

“If  we get more than 60 
applications and everyone 
is qualified and meets the 
criteria, I will take that 
number to  the school dis-
trict’s superintendent and 
put the question before 
them,” Pyles said.

Lange said he has three 
other friends applying to 
the program.

If  he were to finish  the 
program, but get no schol-
arship offers, Lange said he 
would enroll at Navy to fin-
ish his bachelor’s degree.

“Everything is included 
– even the books,” he said. 
“If  you wanted to stay in 
the dorms, you would have 
to pay for that. More im-
portantly, if  you get any-
thing below a ‘C’ average, 
the school can ask for you 
to pay for the class.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

COLLEGE
From page A1 Gov. Snyder plans stricter 

lead-test rules after Flint
LANSING — Gov. Rick 

Snyder said Monday he 
wants Flint and the entire 
state to have more stringent 
lead-level regulations than 
what federal rules require, 
following the city’s water 
contamination crisis.

In the long term Michi-
gan will comply with a 
“much higher standard,” 
according to a state docu-
ment laying out the next 
steps in Flint in four areas 
– water supply and infra-
structure, health and hu-
man services, education and 
economic development.

Much of the plan released 
Monday is not necessarily 
new but more of an effort to 
compile various state tasks 
into one document – both 
to delineate short-, medium 
and long-range goals but 
also to combat critics who 
have accused the Republi-
can governor of not doing 
enough to help Flint.

Snyder did not specify 
what regulations his admin-
istration will seek. Under 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency rules that Sny-
der has called “dumb and 
dangerous,” a water system 
must take steps to control 
corrosion if lead concentra-
tions exceed 15 parts per bil-
lion in more than 10 percent 

of customer taps sampled.
“About 10 percent of 

your population could have 
lead in their water over 
the action limit and the 
EPA will sign off and say 
that your municipal wa-
ter system is OK,” Snyder 
spokesman Ari Adler said. 
The governor’s proposal 
“isn’t specifically defined,” 
he said, but will “certainly 
be better than the current 
rule.”

Anti-corrosion measures 
were not deployed when 
Flint, under state financial 
management, switched the 
water supply to the Flint 
River in 2014 to save money. 
That allowed lead to leach 
from aging pipes and reach 
homes. Some children’s 
blood has tested positive for 

lead, which has been linked 
to learning disabilities and 
behavioral problems.

Snyder testified last week 
in Congress, where he came 
under intense questioning. 
He blamed career bureau-
crats in the federal govern-
ment and in his state but 
also repeatedly apologized 
for his role in the crisis.

Goals in the outline that 
have been completed in-
clude offering children 
younger than  6 with high 
blood-lead levels support 
and case management, dis-
tributing water instruction 
flyers in other languages 
and getting a team in place 
to help with economic de-
velopment.

Many tasks remain, such 
as replacing thousands of 

lead pipes running from 
water mains to houses and 
businesses – a process that 
could take years – along 
with swapping out faucets 
and fixtures in schools, day 
care centers and other pub-
lic facilities.

Intermediate goals to be 
done within four months 
include helping plan the 
city’s connection to a new 
regional pipeline – it is re-
connected to Detroit’s sys-
tem for now – training par-
ents, teachers and others on 
screening children for devel-
opment delays and other ef-
fects of lead exposure, and 
hiring community liaisons 
in Flint.

Mayor Karen Weaver 
said Monday work is ramp-
ing up to replace an initial 
30 lead service lines by the 
end of the month. State of-
ficials are hopeful that the 
water can be declared safe 
to drink without a filter this 
spring, potentially after the 
regular testing of 600 key 
sites is finished in April.

Genesee County, where 
Flint is located, sent a let-
ter to Snyder on Monday 
demanding reimbursement 
for more than $1.1 million it 
says it spent responding to 
Flint’s “man-made” water 
crisis. Sheriff Robert Pick-
ell said without state aid, 
county employees might 
have to be laid off.

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

Neil Blake / The Grand Rapids Press / AP

Gov. Rick Snyder greets attendees at The Economic Club of 
Grand Rapids at the JW Marriott in Grand Rapids on Monday.

A South Bend TV sta-
tion also reported that three 
dogs died in the blaze.

The house was deemed a 
total loss, officials said.

The St. Joseph Township 

police and fire departments 
were assisted by the Michi-
gan State Police, St. Joseph 
Department of Public Safe-
ty, Lincoln Township Po-
lice, Berrien County Sher-
iff ’s Department, Lincoln 
Township Fire Department 
and Medic One Ambu-
lance.

FIRE
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