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LOCAL & STATE
From theory to practice

ST. JOSEPH — Think of 
this type of competition as 
where the robot meets the 
road – literally and fi gura-
tively.

That’s how Berrien 
Springs High School coach 
Frank Gonzalez felt as his 
11-member “Greengineerz” 
team bounded onto the mat 
for a semifi nal tiebreaker 
round Saturday in the 
FIRST Robotics District 
Competition at St. Joseph 
High School.

“This is what we live for. 
We have fi ve freshmen, one 
sophomore and three ju-
niors,” said Gonazalez, who 
was wearing a green kilt in 
a nod to his school’s colors. 
“Our two main (robot) driv-
ers are returning, but every-

body else is new. I’m proud 
of them. They fi ght, fi ght, 
fi ght.”

Forty-one teams from 
across  the state competed 
before a packed house of 
300 people in the high school 
fi eld house. They cheered on 
their favorites and pumped 
their fi sts to anthems like 
“I Get Knocked Down” by 
Chumbawamba and Mi-
chael Jackson’s “Thriller.”

Billed as a “varsity sport 
for the mind,” the competi-
tion is sponsored by FIRST, 
an international nonprofi t 
organization that works to 
stimulate young people’s in-
terest in science, technology, 
engineering and math.

Students get to learn from 
professional engineers while 
getting a shot at qualifying 
for $25 million in college 
scholarships.

“Every single of them 
(the participants) can be a 
rock star, no matter what 
they do,” said game an-
nouncer Scott Bradford. 

“They don’t have to play 
sports. They don’t have to 
be a musician. They can be 
the best of the best.”

Bradford called Satur-
day’s action with help from 
master of ceremonies Mar-
ty Golub.

“We’ve got (teams from) 
Traverse City, Sutton’s Bay. 
We’ve got Monroe – it’s 
awesome,” Bradford said.

Participating students get 
just six weeks to design a 
robot from scratch, under 
pretty strict rules – includ-
ing ones that limit its overall 
dimensions and weight to 
120 inches and 120 pounds.

This leads to its chal-
lenges, as  Cassopolis High 
School senior Garrett 
Green, 18, and his Ranger 
teammate, Jacqueline Kel-
ley-Cogdel, 16, learned. 
They helped design the 
team’s robot, “The Flash.”

“Our drive system was 
failing, but we found a way 
around it, and we fi xed it,” 
Garrett said.

All robots had to be capa-
ble of performing on their 
own – without any remote-
controlled help – for about 
15 seconds, before taking an 
obstacle course styled after 
a medieval castle.

Jacqueline, a senior who 
had skipped a grade, con-
soled herself with one 
thought  after the  Rangers 
were eliminated by 3 p.m.

“This weekend, we were 
frustrated with this (drive) 
issue – and then, we go out 
and score 158 points against 
the fi rst-seeded alliance. 
Sometimes, you have to just 
to put in the work, and be 
OK with it,” she said.

Each round pitted “al-
liances” of three teams 
apiece, who had just 2 
1/2  minutes to maneuver 

their robots around a series 
of obstacles like gates and 
inclined ramps.

Judges awarded points 
for how well the robots 
completed these tasks, and 
others, including shooting a 
ball into a castle turret.

Between rounds, com-
petitors had the option of 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Thinking it ain’t 
doing it when in 
comes to robot wars

Members of the Gear-
heads robotics team 
(5745) from Bridgman 
High School and River 
Valley High School fix 
their robot Saturday 
between matches dur-
ing the qualification 
rounds at the FIRST 
Robotics District Com-
petition at St. Joseph 
High School. They 
are, from left, Chance 
Edwards and Caleb 
Doehrer, both seniors at 
Bridgman High School, 
and Mike Jones.
Louise Wrege / HP staff

Connecting 
with the world

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph-Benton Harbor Ro-
tary Club’s Student Mentor 
Program and its founder, 
Jackie Huie, continue to 
garner worldwide attention 
for their efforts to connect 
young people with successful 
professionals in many fi elds.

Rotary International’s 
website has profi led Huie 
and the program she helped 
launch in 2007, that has 
grown locally and has been 
adopted by Rotary groups 
all over the world.

“I got a letter from a 
girl who came from a poor 
background, and through 
the program, she got a 
chance to meet with an at-
torney in town,” Huie, presi-
dent of JohnsonRauhoff, a 
multimedia company in St. 
Joseph, told Rotary Interna-
tional.  “It inspired her and 
gave her confi dence to go 
to school and study law. She 
got accepted into four law 
schools and is on her way to 
becoming an attorney.”

Huie has made presenta-
tions at International Ro-
tary conferences in Portugal 
and Brazil about the Stu-
dent Mentor Program, and 
recently received a call from 
Panama.

While this online article 
was being put together, 
Huie received a call from 
photojournalist Monika 
Lozinska, with the Rotary 
International offi ce in Chi-
cago, who was interested in 
doing her own piece on the 
mentorship program.

Huie sent Lozinska pro-
fi les of students who had 
participated and who had 
been in touch with an as-
sociate  editor of National 

Geographic Traveler maga-
zine in Washington, D.C., 
with prima ballerina Misty 
Copeland in New York City, 
and author Rinker Buck, 
among many others.

Lozinska was so im-
pressed that she will come 
to St. Joseph this spring to 
collect video sound bites 
from the students and their 
mentors. Jeff Fettig, presi-
dent and CEO of Whirl-
pool Corp. and one of the 
fi rst mentors to sign on, has 
agreed to be interviewed, 
Huie said.

The interviews, when 
completed, will be posted 
on the Rotary International 
website.

The mentorship program 
is just one of the efforts by 
the St. Joseph-Benton Har-
bor Rotary Club to con-
nect with young people, to 
encourage them to perform 
community service and to 
explore career options.

The club has Interact 
groups with more than 200 
Interact members at four 
area schools, and 40  will 
travel to the Dominican Re-
public this summer to install 
water fi lters and take part in 
a medical mission.

This month the Rotary 
Club will sponsor a “Ca-
reer Speed Dating” event for 
area high school students to 
speak with people from sev-
eral fi elds. Among the guest 
participants will be Michael 
Smiy, a Southwest Michigan 
native and now a Hollywood 
fi lm producer who will talk 
to students via Skype.

“It’s important for Ro-
tary to make an investment 
in young people,” Huie told 
Rotary International. “My 
own daughter is in Interact 
because of my membership 
in Rotary. I think her world 
is broader, and she looks at 
the world differently. We all 
do, because of what we’ve 
learned through Rotary.”

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Berrien Twp. plans work 
for historic former church

BERRIEN CENTER 
— Another historic church 
and cemetery in Berrien 
Township is set to be re-
paired with help from the 
Berrien Township Board.

The township will  take 
ownership of the idled and 
historic Franklin Church 
along Brush Lake Road on 
the east side of the town-
ship.

Part of the process will in-
clude contacting the town-
ship attorney to make sure 
everything is in order as well 
as adding the church to the 
township’s insurance policy 
once the title is transferred, 
Township Treasurer Paul 
Sprung said.

Franklin Church is 
now  owned by the Friends 
of Franklin Church. The 
township already owns 
and maintains the historic 
Union Church and adjacent 
cemetery at the intersection 
of M-140 and Pokagon 
Highway.

Township Supervisor 
Bryan Bixby said he recent-
ly toured the church and 
said it was “structurally in 
very good shape” and is “a 
beautiful church inside.”

“It’s in really good shape 
given the age of the build-
ing – it dates back to 1855,” 
he said.

He said he’s asked an ar-
chitect hired by the town-
ship to do a more thorough 
analysis of the building, 
including fi guring out how 
many people the church can 
safely hold. The architect’s 
report should come back to 
the township in April.

Bixby and Sprung said 
that the association will ask 
the township to  cover  half  
the costs of replacing sid-
ing. The project is expected 
to cost $10,000 with private 
individuals paying $5,000. 
Board members meeting 
Thursday expressed support 
of covering  half the siding 
costs but did not vote on it.

The township last year in-
vested in the Franklin 
Church by installing camer-

as and other security equip-
ment.

Thursday’s board meet-
ing featured other action 
and discussion related to 
churches and cemeteries. 
The board has set aside 
$7,500 in the proposed 
2016-17 budget to paint the 
Union Church.

Board members voted to 
raise Township Clerk Mary 
Jane Dean’s salary related 
to cemeteries over her objec-
tions. Dean serves as cem-
etery supervisor  and had 
been paid $3,152 per  year. 
She will now be paid $3,500.

The salary increase was 
proposed by Trustee How-
ard Henderson. Henderson 
works in North Carolina 
and attends Township Board 
meetings via Internet.

“She’s there every day 
taking the brunt of people’s 
calls,” he said. “I know she’s 
against it, but I propose a 
modest increase for her. ... 
She’s worth it. She’s taking 
care of all of us.”

Bixby agreed.
“Lot of times I’m not 

here when the township gets 
calls,” he said. “She’s the 
glue that keeps us together.”

Dean said she appreci-
ated the offer but didn’t feel 
it was necessary.

“I feel I share the load 
with the supervisor and 
treasurer,” she said. “I feel 
like I’m part of the team.”

The board had a public 
hearing on the proposed 
new budget Thursday and 
will vote to adopt it at their 
March 22 meeting. With the 
increase to Dean’s salary, 
expenditures are now set at 
$610,514 with revenue at 
$623,285.

Board members de-
cided to leave the sur-
plus  $12,771 unassigned.

The budget’s big tick-
et items are fi re pro-
tection,  $115,000, and 
roads, $125,600. The town-
ship is in its second year of 
road repairs after township 
voters approved an annual 
$36-per-parcel road tax. 
Roads to be done this year 
are sections of Huckleberry, 
Smith and Lake roads.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

SJ-BH Rotary gets 
more attention for 
mentor program

Berrien County Sheriff’s Department: By the numbers

ST. JOSEPH — They are 
deputies and detectives, vet-
eran offi cers and volunteers, 
cooks, counselors and even 
canines.

They are the Berrien 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, performing countless 
functions to keep the com-
munity safe.

“Without the daily dedi-
cation of my staff, it would 

be impossible for me to ac-
complish the tasks I was 
elected to do,” Sheriff Paul 
Bailey stated in the intro-
duction of the 2015 annual 
report, presented to the 
Board of Commissioners 
on Thursday and available 
on the county’s website, 
www.berriencounty.org. “I 
am so thankful to the men 
and women of the Berrien 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce as 
they continue to treat all 
persons in a respectful and 

dignifi ed manner.”
The sheriff’s department 

had a budget of $20 mil-
lion in 2015, that included 
$5.2 million for the sheriff’s 
offi ce and road patrol and 
$9.5 million for the jail divi-
sion.

The jail booked 6,944 in-
mates in 2015, with 5,048 
men and 1,896 women 
locked up. Bailey told com-
missioners that the jail 
numbers are down due in 
part to court programs that 

provide an alternative to in-
carceration. 

Of those inmates, 3,502 
were white and 3,141 were 
black. July was the peak 
month, with 649 people go-
ing in and out of the jail. 
Jail inmates are classifi ed 
and housed according to 
their offense and risk fac-
tors. Last year 46 percent of 
inmates were held in mini-
mum security, 50 percent 
in medium security and 3.5 
percent in maximum secu-

rity.
The jail offers numerous 

programs designed to as-
sist inmates once they are 
released, including GED 
classes (which had 124 par-
ticipants), a literacy pro-
gram, and substance abuse 
counseling. There have 
been 108 inmates who have 
received help through the 
substance abuse programs 
since they began in Novem-
ber 2014.

Of course, all those in-

mates have to be fed, and 
their medical needs must be 
met. In 2015, the three full-
time cooks and one part-
time cook  served 410,796 
meals, at a cost of 98 cents 
per meal. The medical staff  
treated more than 5,000 in-
mates on site, wrote more 
than 6,000 prescriptions 
and sent around 130 in-
mates to the hospital emer-
gency room for additional 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
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Daniel Tiger (far 
left) welcomes 
the audience Sat-
urday in one of 
two shows at the 
Mendel Center at 
Lake Michigan 
College. The PBS 
televsion star 
filled the audi-
torium for the 
“Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood 
Live” show. Other 
characters from 
left are Daniel’s 
parents and sis-
ter Baby Marga-
ret and Katarina 
Kittycat.
John Madill / HP 

correspondent

TIGER LESSONS


