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The United Way of Southwest Michigan found a creative way to announce the total amount raised during its recent campaign – by putting the dollar amount on 
the backs of students representing area high schools. The $3,859,785 collected set a new record. The display came during the United Way’s annual celebration 
at Lake Michigan College.

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — The United Way 
of  Southwest Michigan 
snuck  past its campaign 
goal and set another col-
lection record for itself, 
the agency announced.

The organization had its 
Annual Celebration and 
awards program Thursday 
night at Lake Michigan 
College’s Mendel Cen-
ter. The campaign raised 
nearly $3.86 million, sur-
passing the $3.85  million 
goal.

“It was a special evening 
that represented a very 
special year,” United Way 
President Anna Murphy 
stated. “We are proud to 
have surpassed our goal, 
but what’s more impor-
tant to us is the impact 
that this money will have 
on our communities. It 
was evident this evening 
that great impact was 
made in 2015, and we are 
grateful to all of  donors, 
volunteers and commu-

nity members who helped 
make this happen.”

UW reported that more 
than 69,000 Berrien and 
Cass residents were served 
in 2015 through the agen-
cy, almost one-third of 
the counties’ population. 
Volunteers tallied  nearly 
38,000 hours of  service.

“2015 proved to be a 
year when many compa-
nies were inspired by the 
work of  our funded part-
ners and collective impact 
partnerships in the areas 
of  Education, Income, 
Health and Basic Needs,” 
Honor Credit CEO Scott 
McFarland said. McFar-
land  and  Honor Credit 
Union’s Kaylee Williams 
chaired the fund drive.

2015 also saw a signifi-
cant increase in United 
Way’s school campaigns. 
Eighteen districts ran 
campaigns, contributing 
to a 14 percent increase 
from 2014, the first in-
crease in over 5 years, the 
agency reported.

Awards went to:

Milestone Awards (Com-
pany employee campaigns)

Large Business of the 
Year: Lake Michigan Col-
lege, American Electric 
Power – D.C. Cook Plant.

Medium Business of the 
Year:  1st Source Bank, 
Gast Manufacturing.

Small Business of the 
Year:  Cass District Li-
brary, Wolverine Pipe 
Line Co.

ECC (employee cam-
paign chairs) of the Year 
– Large Business:  Joe 
Tanko, American Electric 
Power – D.C. Cook Plant.

ECC of the Year-Medi-
um Business:  Ivan Price, 
Martin’s Super Market, 
St. Joseph.

ECC of the Year-Small 
Business: Sarah Hadley, 
Competitive Edge.

Inspired Giving Award 
(for first-ever cam-
paigns): Sunset Tool Inc.

David J. Weichhand 
Award (for creative and fun 
drives): Whirlpool Corp.

Impact Chair Recogni-
tion: Clint Gabbard, Lake 

Michigan College.
LIVE UNITED Award 

(for embodying mission, 
vision and goals):  Gast 
Manufacturing.

Excellence in Impact 
Award (for making mea-
surable difference in 
community):  Zechariah 
Hoyt, Niles Community 
Schools, Berrien County 
Council for Children: 
Children’s Assessment 
Center.

Pacesetter Recogni-
tion:  Competitive Edge, 
Edgewater Bank, Honor 
Credit Union, Kemner-
Iott Agency of  Cass Coun-
ty, Meijer – Benton Town-
ship Meijer – Stevensville, 
Mid-West Family Broad-
casting.

Milestone Awards: 
Breakthrough:  AutoCam 
Corp., Berrien Springs 
Public Schools, Lewis 
Cass Intermediate School 
District, Lincoln Town-
ship, St. Joseph Public 
Schools. Wolverine Metal 
Stamping.

Milestone Awards: 

Trendsetter: City of  Bu-
chanan, Honor Credit 
Union, Kinexus, Mar-
tin’s Super Market – St. 
Joseph, Martin’s Super 
Market  –  Stevensville, 
Meijer  –  Stevensville, 
Mid-West Family Broad-
casting, Teachers Credit 
Union, Tyler Automotive, 
United Federal Credit 
Union.

Milestone Awards: 
Landmark: Andrews Uni-
versity, Center[ed] On 
Wellness, Coloma Town-
ship Police, Competitive 
Edge, Indiana Michi-
gan Power, Kemner-Iott 
Agency of  Cass County, 
Lakeland Health, Meijer – 
Benton Township, Mosaic 
CCDA, UPS, Whirlpool.

Milestone Awards: Cap-
stone:  Berrien County 
Cancer Services, Ber-
rien County Council for 
Children, Big Brothers/
Big Sisters of  Berrien 
and Cass, Boys and Girls 
Club of  Benton Harbor, 
Edgewater Bank, Horizon 
Bank, Ravitron.

Organization celebrates, issues awards Thursday night

SH rentals 
ordinance 
heading  
to council

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
proposed rental registra-
tion ordinance probably 
won’t satisfy all its critics, 
based on a public hearing 
Thursday night.

But the city’s planning 
commissioners who recom-
mend its approval say it’s a 
step in the right direction.

The planners voted 
unanimously to send the 
proposal to the City Coun-
cil for consideration.

During the hearing, two 
dozen people spoke. Most 
said they want the ordi-
nance to be more restric-
tive, particularly on the 
number of people allowed 
in a rental property.

The proposed ordinance 
requires all short-term 
rentals property to be reg-
istered with the city. It sets 
an occupancy cap of 16 
adults, but any number of 
kids under age 6 would be 
allowed.

Last fall, several resi-
dents voiced concerns 
about the proliferation of 
large short-term vacation 
rental houses in residential 
neighborhoods.

In response, the City 
Council ordered the Plan-
ning Commission to come 
up with new regulations 
on the thriving seasonal 
rentals industry. It placed a 
six-month moratorium on 
new, large rental property 
until the regulations could 
be put into place.

The planners have 
worked for the past several 
months to draft the pro-
posal, and the public hear-
ing last night was the end 
of that process.

The council will intro-
duce the ordinance at its 
next meeting, April 11, and 

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Don Campbell / HP staff

Shoppers make their way through heavy rain Thursday in downtown St. Joseph. The rain 
is part of a system that brought gusts to Southwest Michigan, leading to several reports of 
downed power lines. The forecast shows sun and cool heading into weekend. See Weather 
Page A8.

SPRING RAIN

Riverwood coaches call life 
plays for recovering addicts

ST. JOSEPH — When 
you’re caught in the mad-
ness of  addiction, some-
times it’s good to have 
a coach on the sidelines 
helping call the plays that 
will lead to the goal of  re-
covery.

That’s what clients at 
Riverwood Center are 
discovering, the Berrien 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners’ Personnel and Hu-
man Services Committee 
learned Thursday.

“She was sincere and I 
was sincere. I was tired of 
playing games,” said  Can-
dice Isaac, who has stayed 
away from marijuana and 
alcohol for a year with 

the assistance of  Linda 
Barton,  Riverwood’s first 
recovery coach. “She had 
me saying ‘I can and I will,’ 
instead of  ‘I can’t and I 
won’t.’ You have to be will-
ing to change your life.”

Isaac had been off  of 
crack cocaine for more 
than six years, but allowed 
other substances to ruin 
her life.

“I was a person who 
would just sit at the end of 
the couch. If  I had a ‘blunt’ 
(marijuana-filled cigar) 
and a cup of  coffee in the 
morning, I was OK,” said 
Isaac, who lost custody of 
her daughter due to her ad-
dictions.

The introduction of 
recovery coaches at Riv-
erwood is part of  the Re-

covery-Oriented System of 
Care being introduced in 
the community, said  Gale 
Hackworth, director of 
service at Riverwood. That 
system provides a continu-
um of care throughout the 
recovery process, rather 
than taking a quick-fix ap-
proach, she said.

“This is your journey. 
Don’t be afraid to ask for 
directions,” Riverwood’s 
pamphlet suggests. “Hav-
ing someone to ask for di-
rections or give a hand may 
be the difference between 
walking and stumbling.”

Working with a recov-
ery coach is different than 
seeing a counselor, Barton 
said. A counselor responds 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Officials say new  program making a big dif ference in  clients’ lives

United Way sets record, raises...
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