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LOCAL & STATE
VB Sheriff’s lieutenant 
wants to be next sheriff

PAW PAW — A top offi -
cer in the Van Buren Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce is running 
for sheriff.

Lt. David Walker has 
announced he is a Repub-
lican candidate to succeed 
Sheriff Dale Gribler, who is 
not seeking a new term this 
year.

Walker, 48, has 25 years 

of police expe-
rience, mostly 
with the sher-
iff’s offi ce. He 
was promoted 
from sergeant 
to operations 
lieutenant in 
October 2014.

The Lawrence resident  is 
a former Bloomingdale vil-
lage police chief.

“Serving as a leader in 
the police community, I 

know the importance of 
community involvement 
in promoting a healthy 
relationship between law 
enforcement and those we 
serve,” Walker said in his 
announcement news re-
lease.

“It is my plan to have a 
open-door policy and look 
forward to working hand 
in hand with you (county 
residents),” he said. “I 
would be honored to have 

your support.”
Walker also said that if  

elected, he plans to make 
Sgt. Ron Douglas his un-
dersheriff.

“Ron has a proven track 
record in public safety, hav-
ing several years of experi-
ence on the road patrol, 
narcotics division experi-
ence and excellent adminis-
trative skills,” Walker said.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

WALKER

Showing off

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Anecdotal evidence suggests 
Berrien Springs schools 
Project Lead the Way effort 
is off to a strong start, dis-
trict offi cials say.

Second-grade teacher Re-
nee Peddie and three PLTW 
students demonstrated in 
Thursday’s school board 
meeting how much  the 
new  program has meant to 
them. PLTW emphasizes 
project-based learning in 
the science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics 
fi elds.

She showed a movie 
trailer students made about 
what  they learned about 
science and engineering, 
from  asking questions and 
exploring options to build-
ing models and evaluating 
outcomes.

“They’re using technol-
ogy and science to solve 
problems, and they’re using 
the skills they’ve learned in 
other classes,” she said. “It 
blows my mind how much 
they’re learning.”

She said students are 
learning how to fi gure things 
out, and they even show her 
what to do. She said test 
scores are rising though she 
doesn’t teach to the test.

The district started PLTW 
in one fi rst-grade and one 
second-grade classroom last 
fall and expanded it to all 
second-grade classrooms at 

the start of the second se-
mester, Curriculum Coordi-
nator Emma Haygood said. 
PLTW classes are already of-
fered at the middle and high 
schools. Next year it may be 
offered in all grades.

Student achievement 
in all forms and grades 
were  celebrated at Thurs-
day night’s school board 
meeting.  The meeting was 
in the Mars Community 
Center and featured perfor-
mances and demonstrations 
by students  from second 
grade to high school choir.

Also Thursday, High 
School Principal Ryan Pesce 
and Middle School Princi-
pal Mitch Cumings reported 
that the middle and high 
school Science Olympiad 
teams performed well in 
a recent competition. The 
middle school team qualifi ed 
for the state competition.

The middle and high 
school choir programs, di-
rected by of Carrie Van-
DenBurgh, have achieved 
regional honors. VanDen-
Burgh said all fi ve choirs are 
going to the state competi-
tion along with 15 individual 
high school students. She 
said 114 high school stu-
dents take part in choir pro-
grams, representing about 
one-fourth of the student 
body.

The student performances 
and demonstrations drew 
praise from board members 
and administrators.

“Some days you may 
wonder if you really make a 
difference, but after tonight 
you can have no doubt,” Su-
perintendent Dave Eichberg 
told board members.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

B. Springs school 
board gets progress 
performances

Don Campbell / HP staff

Rudy Park along M-62 in Dowagiac features the sculpture Active Hybrid by Richard Hunt. The Dowagiac City Council is seeking 
a grant for improvements, including a paved parking lot, observation deck, stairs to a fishing platform, landscaping, lighting, 
sidewalk and a bench.

A contradiction in terms

DOWAGIAC —  A park 
without parking isn’t a park.

Or at least not a park 
meeting its potential, Dow-
agiac offi cials say.

The City Council is tar-
geting  Rudy Park for im-

provements, including a 
driveway and parking. 
Members agreed this month 
to seek a $173,000 grant 
from the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund. The 
city is promising a $62,000 
match.

The park along M-62 on 
the city’s east side overlooks 
the mill pond and Dowa-
giac Creek.

“We refer to it as a drive-
by park,” City Manager 

Kevin Anderson said. “It’s 
a beautiful little park with 
a Richard Hunt sculpture, 
but there’s no parking and 
access there. ... It’s a nice 
project and we’re really 
hopeful. We think it lines 
up well with the goals of the 
trust fund.”

The grant would fund  a 
paved parking lot, an ob-
servation deck, stairs to a 
fi shing platform overlook-
ing the pond, landscaping, 

lighting, sidewalk and a 
bench. An entrance  drive 
will be built  across from 
Colby Street.

The park covers  4 
acres  and is  primar-
ily known for  displays of 
wildfl owers and fl owering 
trees along with the Hunt 
sculpture. The city’s park 
and open space plan was 
updated last year and listed 
improving accessibility to 
Rudy Park.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

‘Drive-by park’ 
confounds Dowagiac

Watervliet school board 
enthused about new 
LMC degree opportunities

WATERVLIET — Wa-
tervliet schools offi cials are 
supportive of a new pro-
gram to allow a handful of 
district students to earn a 
high school diploma and a 
two-year college degree at 
the same time.

The school board Mon-
day night voted to endorse 
the Fifth Year Early/Middle 
College Program that starts 
in the fall.

It’s a partnership between 
Lake Michigan College and 
the Berrien Regional Educa-
tion Service Agency.

Watervliet schools Super-
intendent Kevin Schooley 
said that based on early es-
timates, the program would 
be available to about 60 high 
school students throughout 
the county –  including four 
or fi ve from Watervliet High 
School.

Those in the program 
would start in their junior 
year of high school and take 
classes at their high school 
and LMC for three years. 

They would have to attend a 
fi fth year of high school, but 
during that fi fth year they 
would mostly be at LMC, 
Schooley said.

At the end of the fi fth 
year, the students would 
graduate from high school 
and get their diploma. At the 
same time, they would get an 
associate degree from LMC.

The program has some 
restrictions in what degrees 
will be offered.

There would be minimal 
cost to the district. It would 
have to pay an estimated 
$5,300 to $6,900 annually 
to RESA to help defray the 
costs of a program adminis-
trator.

The $7,391 in state aid per 
student would be given to 
LMC, Schooley said.

There would be no cost to 
the students, he added.

“I think it’s going to be 
good for our kids,” Schooley 
told the school board. “It 
could provide some with a 
wonderful start to a college 
career.”

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Bangor budget picture improves
BANGOR — City offi -

cials received a mixed bag 
of results from the latest 
audit.

Accountants  Gerbel & 
Co. of St. Joseph gave the 
city a clean bill of health 
for its 2015 audit. How-
ever, the city will not be 
able to borrow state funds 
for major projects unless it 
gets Michigan Department 
of Treasury approval.

The department made its 
decision because the Ban-
gor missed the deadline to 
fi le its audit with the state. 
Municipalities had until 
Dec. 31 to fi le their audits 
for the 2014-15 fi scal year, 
which ended June 30. Ban-
gor offi cials, however, did 
not submit their audit until 
January.

“This one was obviously 
delinquent,” department 
spokesman Jeremy Samp-
son  said. “If  they wanted 
to issue municipal securi-
ties, they would have to 

get our approval.”
Bangor offi cials knew 

the audit would be late, 
said  City Manager Re-
gina Hoover, who said she 
called the treasury depart-
ment to inform them.

“We had a lot of diffi -
culty with the general led-
ger entries,” she said. “Two 
accountants, Pam (Schul-
tz,  the city treasurer) and 
myself worked on it.”

Hoover said that though 
the audit was late, she is 
glad city staff took time 
to ensure the  books were 
in order to receive an “un-
qualifi ed” rating, which is 
the highest rating a city can 
get from an auditor.

This year marks the 
second straight year the 
Treasury Department will 
not let Bangor borrow 
state-backed funds for 
major improvements with-
out further review. After 
the 2013-14 audit, state of-
fi cials refused to issue mu-
nicipal securities because 
the city was delinquent in 
transferring tax money to 

other taxing units.
“We knew we were go-

ing to receive a denial letter 
for this year,” said Hoover, 
who took over as city man-
ager in March 2015. “I 
don’t see us needing to un-
dertake any major projects 
this year. We’ll be re-evalu-
ated again next year.”

It is not unusual for a 
municipality to get  a trea-
sury department letter stat-
ing it can’t issue municipal 
bonds without state ap-
proval.

“Municipalities receive 
an evaluation each year,” 
Sampson said. “These are 
one-year tests.”
• Bangor added $129,641 

to the general fund kitty for 
the 2014-15 fi scal year, the 
audit showed.

The audit notes the 
city took in  $957,796 and 
spent  $828,155. The sur-
plus improved the general 
fund’s to $354,387.
• The major street 

fund showed revenue of 
$126,745 and expenditures 
of $183,188 for a loss of 

$56,443, which occurred 
primarily due to the Ar-
lington Street improvement 
project. The defi cit reduced 
the major street fund bal-
ance to $25,629.
• The local street fund 

showed revenue of $71,617 
and expenditures of 
$69,729 for a surplus of 
$1,888 to improve its fund 
balance to $37,534.
• Sewer fund reve-

nue was $375,234 while ex-
penditures totaled $403,097 
for a loss of $27,863. Be-
cause the sewer fund is 
considered an “enterprise” 
fund, its revenue is derived 
from user fees. According 
to the audit, the operating 
loss occurred because rates 
are not set at levels to cover 
expenses,
• The water fund also 

showed a defi cit. Rev-
enue  was  $335,389 while 
expenditures were $377,998 
for a loss of $42,609. Ac-
cording to the audit, the 
operating loss occurred 
because rates are not set at 
levels to cover expenses.

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT
Drug Court

Sentences

St. Joseph
Tatiyana N. Fee, 21, of Aurora, 

Ill., 180 days in jail, credit for 
122 days served, and $1,658 
in fines and costs for delivery/
manufacture of marijuana June 
26, 2015, in New Buffalo Town-
ship.

Heidi M. Speck, 29, of Camp-
bell Street, Benton Harbor, 90 
days in jail, credit for 46 days 
served, and $1,598 in fines 
and costs for possessing a 
controlled substance, marijua-
na, second offense, Jan. 5 in 
Bridgman.

Michael A. Bartolomucci, 27, 
of Glen Ellyn, Ill., 90 days in jail, 
credit for 6 days served, 
$1,758 in fines and costs or 
180 days in jail for maintaining 
a drug house June 3, 2014, in 

St. Joseph Township.
Anna J. Laymon, 35, of South 

Bend, 5 days in jail, credit for 1 
day served, $1,938 in fines and 
costs, and 2 years probation 
for purchasing and possessing 
pseudoephedrine for the pur-
pose of making methamphet-
amine between April 1, 2015, 
and June 16, 2015 in Niles.  

Cody W. Durham, 25, of Mar-
mont Street, Niles, 2 concur-
rent terms of 4 days in jail, 
credit for 4 days served, 
$1,638 in fines and costs and 
18 months probation for main-
taining a drug house and pos-
session of marijuana Dec. 8, 
2015, in Niles.

Randy D. Carpenter, 34, of 
Third Street, Benton Harbor, 
$1,598 in fines and costs of 
120 days in jail for possession 
of narcotics, less than 25 
grams cocaine, Aug. 4, 2015, in 
Coloma.

IN BRIEF
Early dismissal at BH 
school due to smell

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Students at Mildred 
C. Wells Academy were 
sent home early Friday 

as a precaution due to a 
smoke smell in the build-
ing.

Benton Township Fire 
Dept. Lt. Jim Fogarty 
said the fi re department 
was called at 9:40 a.m. 

to investigate an unex-
plained smell of  smoke 
in the school at 281 Fair 
Ave., Benton Harbor.

Firefi ghters determined 
the odor was coming from 
an outside wall furnace. 

The school adminstra-
tor  called a heating and 
cooling contractor to in-
spect the system, and the 
children were sent home 
as a precaution, Fogarty 
said. 


