
Herald Palladium - 02/26/2016 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2016 The Herald-Palladium 02/26/2016
February 26, 2016 12:14 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 98% from original to fit letter page


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2016 $1

Stevensville 
woman rescued 
after being 
trapped in 
vehicle

Local, A3

Lakeshore 
basketball 
teams sweep 
Portage 
Northern

Sports, B1

Index
Business  A7
Classified  B8
Comics  B6

Features  B7
Local  A3
Obituaries  A9

Opinion  A8
Our Town  A5
Outdoors  B4

Sports  B1
State  A4
Television  B7

Weather
High 

Today

32

Low
Tonight

26

To subscribe or report 
delivery  problems,   

call 429-1396

The Newspaper 
for Southwest Michigan

@HeraldPalladium HeraldPalladium

www.TheHP.com

Police cleared in shooting of hostage taker
ST. JOSEPH — Police of-

ficers who shot and killed a 
man who had kidnapped 
his estranged wife and was 
holding her hostage at gun-
point acted in self-defense, 
the Berrien County prose-
cutor has ruled.

Michael Sepic said 
Thursday that, following a 
lengthy investigation, he 
will not seek charges against 
officers who shot and killed 

Marcus Meridy, 44, of Ben-
ton Harbor, at the Ameri-
can Inn in Benton Town-
ship last Nov. 18. 

Sepic said Meridy shot at 
police as they burst into the 
hotel room and two police 
officers fired back. The 
woman being held hostage 
was caught in the crossfire 
and suffered a gunshot 
wound to the arm, believed 
to have been from a round 
fired by police. Meridy died 
at the scene. One bullet like-
ly fired by Meridy was 

found lodged in the bullet-
resistant vest worn by one 
of the police officers.

Sepic said his decision 
not to seek charges against 
the police is based on a re-
view of police reports, lab 
analysis reports and autop-
sy reports.

Meridy had gone that 
morning to The Willows, an 
assisted living facility in St. 
Joseph, where his estranged 
wife  worked. After threat-
ening another employee 
with a gun, Meridy forced 

his wife to leave with him at 
gunpoint.

After driving from The 
Willows to a nearby medi-
cal office, Meridy forced 
her  into a different vehicle 
and drove to the American 
Inn, according to police re-
ports. There, he forced the 
woman into a room he had 
previously rented, sexually 
assaulted her and held her 
captive in the room. The 
Herald-Palladium does not 
report the names of sexual 
assault victims.

Between the 7 a.m. ab-
duction and confirming the 
presence of Meridy and the 
victim  in a room at the 
American Inn at about 9 
a.m., Michigan State Police 
command officers had as-
sembled an emergency sup-
port (ES) team of troopers 
from surrounding posts. ES 
team members are trained 
in active shooting and hos-
tage situations.

A negotiator outside the 
hotel talked with Meridy 
by cell phone. Meridy said 

he would commit suicide 
and refused to release the 
woman. The negotiator 
was also able to speak to 
the woman, who said she 
was injured and was being 
restrained. After the nego-
tiator had spent about 30 
minutes on the phone with 
Meridy and the woman, 
police heard a gunshot, 
then a scream. That is when 
police, who’d been sta-
tioned outside the hotel 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

In the 
spotlight

STEVENSVILLE — Lake-
shore High School’s welding 
program is receiving statewide 
attention.

A crew filmed students 
welding at the high school 
Wedneday  in preparation  for 
the Governor’s Economic 
Summit, which will be March 
15 at the DeVos Place Con-
vention Center in Grand Rap-
ids.

“This is just a huge honor for 
us because out of  all the pro-
grams in the entire state, and 
there’s over 60 welding pro-
grams, we were chosen to be a 
part of  this economic summit,” 
said Adam Carr, the school’s 
welding instructor.

The footage will be in a piece 
highlighting career and techni-
cal education (CTE) programs 
in the state. The crew shot foot-
age of  other Berrien County 
CTE programs, including 
the  Professional Health Ca-
reers Academy at Lakeland 
Hospital in Niles, a manufac-
turing program in Brandywine 
High School and a firefighters 
program in Berrien Springs. 
Berrien RESA coordinates the 
county’s CTE. Students 
from member high schools can 
attend each other’s CTE pro-
grams.

Carr said Lakeshore High 
School is expanding its CTE 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Lakeshore welding 
program gets  
state notoriety

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Lakeshore High School junior Max Lutzxen welds in one of the new welding booths at the school Wednesday. A film 
crew was at the school Wednesday filming students welding in preparation for the Governor’s Economic Summit 
in March.

Baroda 
Township 
feels the 
squeeze

BARODA — Baroda Town-
ship Board members, now pre-
paring budgets for fiscal year 
2016-17 starting April 1, have 
some easy tasks and some hard 
tasks.

Supervisor Jim Brow said 
they’ve already done the easy 
part, the budgets for the fire 
and police departments. Now 
they have to struggle with a 
much tougher issue, the general 
fund budget, which covers ev-
erything from cemetery and 
park expenses to the operation 
of  the township’s municipal 
building.

The problem is that the gen-
eral fund’s income has been 
shrinking at the same time ex-
penses are going up, Brow said. 
Board members say they’ve 
made all the cuts they can, and 
now they hope township voters 
in the March 8 election will 
agree to roll back the Headlee 
Amendment rollback on their 
property taxes

That would bring the millage 
rate from the current 0.782 mills 
back to the original 1 mill. The 
0.782 mills brings in $69,579 for 
general township operations, 
and setting the levy at 1 mill 
would bring in $88,199.

“Before, we were having some 
pretty good income from quite 
a few houses, but we’ve lost the 
revenue because the valuation 
of  homes went down,” Brow 
said. “The real problem is the 
way things went up, like the in-
crease in our insurance costs.”

The township in 2015 saw the 
construction of  just one new 
house, Brow said. And now the 
board, faced for some time with 
the general fund’s shrinking 
revenue and growing expenses, 
is having a hard time finding 
any more costs that can be cut, 
he said.

“I’m not sure what we can do, 
because we cut as much as we 
could,” Brow said from his of-
fice at Township Hall. “You 
can’t stop burials. You can’t 
shut Hess Lake Park down. 
We’ve got to maintain this 
building here.”

Among the fund’s biggest ex-
penses are maintenance for the 
township’s two cemeteries and 

By WILLIAM F. AST III
HP Correspondent 

Voters asked to return 
levy to full mill March 8

Prominent Benton Harbor minister dies at 54

BENTON TOWNSHIP  —
The Rev. Emery Varrie, a well-
known Benton Harbor-ar-
ea  minister and businessman, 
died Thursday.

The senior pastor of  Pilgrim 
Rest Baptist Church was 54.

“He was a charismatic speak-
er who you would just gravitate 
to,” said Danny Jennings of 
Benton Harbor, a member of 
his church. “He broke down 
every stage of  the message that 
he delivered. He could reach 
everyone in the room at the 
level that they were so they 
could understand the message 
he was trying to convey.”

Besides being a pastor, Var-
rie owned Family Funeral 
Home in Benton Harbor.

“We are grieving, but we are 
grieving with hope because of 
his relationship with God,” 
said Randy Doyle, his officer 
manager at the funeral home. 
“We know that his life is not 
truly ended. He was more than 
the body that he lived in. His 
legacy will live on as long as 
there’s a Benton Harbor, as 
long as there’s people in need.”

He said Family Funeral 
Home is taking care of  the fu-
neral arrangements, which 
have not been finalized.

Dr. Don Tynes of  Benton 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Emery Varrie led Baptist church, owned funeral home

Don Campbell / HP staff

The Rev. Emery Varrie, pastor for Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church in Benton Harbor, 
speaks during a vigil for victims of the A.M.E church shooting in South Carolina 
in June 2015 at the Union Memorial A.M.E. Church in Benton Township. Varrie 
died Thursday
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options. New in the fall 
is a machine tool technol-
ogy program, he said.

“We’re working with 
Berrien RESA and Lake 
Michigan College to (de-
velop) programs so that 
students can graduate 
high school, go on for 
one year at the communi-
ty college and actually 
graduate with an associ-
ate degree,” he said. 
“Those type of  things 
lead right into paid in-
ternships. This is the type 
of  thing that keeps Ber-
rien County kids in Ber-
rien County. It makes 
Southwest Michigan 
strong.”

Brad Smith, the instruc-
tor who will teach ma-
chine tool technology, 
said the program will 
teach students precision 
manufacturing.

“We have a large 
amount  of  machine tool 
shops in the area. Now 
that we can bring this of-
fering to the Stevensville 
area, it will be a big help 
to the community,” he 
said.

“We are a manufactur-
ing-based community,” 
said Carr. “Our goal is to 
get kids to stay here, and 
these programs allow 
that.”

Superintendent Phil 
Freeman said the district 
is spending $180,000 to 
buy a CNC (computer nu-
merical control) milling 
machine, which will arrive 
this summer.

“That is the same type 
of  machinery they’ll see in 
the work world,” he said. 
“They’re getting real-
world experience right 
here at Lakeshore High 
School.”

He said the machine is 
funded  through the $36 
million bond voters ap-
proved in March 2013.

“The students will be 
able to design something 
(in CAD) and send it to 
the machine shop to get 
fabricated,” said Smith, 
who further teaches me-
chanical drawing and 
CAD at the high school.

He said his CAD stu-
dents already design items 
for welding students. With 
the CNC milling machine, 
he said there will be even 
more opportunities for 
items designed in CAD to 
become reality.

Carr said the high 
school is trying to get out 
the word about the new 
program so students 
throughout the county 
can sign up for it.

Because of  recent legis-
lation allowing students 
to get credit through CTE, 
he said the programs are 
gaining momentum.  For 
example, the machine tool 
technology program 
can  count as  credit for a 
third year of  science, a se-
nior math elective, a sec-
ond year of  foreign lan-
guage and/or Algebra II.

“Math and science ... 
those are already integrat-
ed into our curriculum,” 
he said. “We just need to 
make kids aware of  that.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege 
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .38º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .22º
Record High . . . . . . 69º in 2000
Record Low . . . . . . .-2º in 1993
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.12"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.39"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.50"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 2.80"
Normal year to date . . . . . 3.82"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:24 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:32 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 10:28 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:19 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a slight chance of 
snow, high temperature of 32º, 
humidity of 69%. Northwest 
wind 10 mph. Expect mostly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 26º. Southwest 
wind 10 mph.

Today, northwest winds 10 to 20 kt becoming west. Chance of snow 
showers in the morning. Waves 4 to 7 ft occasionally to 9 ft subsiding 
to 3 to 5 ft occasionally to 7 ft. Water temperature 32 degrees. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated snow, 
highs in the 20s and 30s. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph. Skies will be 
mostly sunny to partly cloudy Saturday with highs in the 30s and 40s. 

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with highs in the 20s and 
30s. West northwest wind 9 mph. Saturday we will see mostly sunny 
to partly cloudy skies with highs in the 30s and 40s.

Could global warming 
cause entire nations to 
disappear? ?

Answer: If sea levels rise, some 
island nations could submerge.

Last
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0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 25
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Feb. 26, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Three writers for The Herald-
Palladium received nine awards 
for their writing at the semi-an-
nual meeting of Michigan Press 
Women in Kalamazoo Saturday. 
Michelle Crandall, staff writer 
on the Metro desk; Anita Smith, 
staff writer in the Focus depart-
ment; and Kristin Hay, Covert, 
special correspondent, all re-
ceived awards at the event.

Laurie Cerny of Kalamazoo, 
formerly of Benton Harbor, was 
named president-elect and Arlys 
Derrick, former Focus editor for 
The Herald Palladium, was 
elected editor for the MPW pub-
lication, Banner Lines.

35 years ago – 1981
The Buchanan City Commission 

in a special session Wednesday night 

voted 4-1 to allow the construction 
of 50 one-bedroom apartment units 
for senior citizens on a 15-acre site 
on Rynearson Road.

The proposal for the rent subsi-
dized units, on the drawing boards 
for over a year, had drawn some 
citizen opposition in the past, but 
none during the commission’s 
30-minute special meeting.

50 years ago – 1966
A Saturday morning recre-

ation program at 19 schools in 
the Benton Harbor district is 
very much a success after three 
weeks, according to John Wild, 
program director and principal 
of Hull School. Wild estimated 
about 1,500 children have par-
ticipated each week. Wild said 
attendance at all schools has 
been heavy and at some schools 
we have just too many children.

Today is Friday, Feb. 26, the 
57th day of 2016. There are 309 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Feb. 26, 1916, actor-comedi-

an Jackie Gleason was born in 
Brooklyn, New York.

On this date:
In 1616, astronomer Galileo 

Galilei met with a Roman Inquisi-
tion official, Cardinal Robert Bel-
larmine, who ordered him to 
abandon the “heretical” concept 
of heliocentrism, which held that 
the earth revolved around the sun, 
instead of the other way around.

In 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte 
escaped from exile on the Island 
of Elba and headed back to 
France in a bid to regain power.

In 1919, President Woodrow 
Wilson signed a congressional act 
establishing Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park in Arizona.

In 2012, Trayvon Martin, 17, 
was shot to death in Sanford, Flor-
ida, during an altercation with 
neighborhood watch volunteer 
George Zimmerman, who said 
he’d acted in self-defense. (Zimmer-
man was subsequently acquitted of 
second-degree murder.)

Ten years ago: On the final day of 
the Turin Winter Olympics, Sweden 
beat Finland 3-2 to win the men’s 
hockey gold. Germany finished first 
in overall medals with 29 and golds 
with 11, while the Americans won 25 
medals overall, nine of them gold. 
Drew Lachey leaped to victory with 
professional partner Cheryl Burke 
on ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars.”

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

room, burst in. Another 
shot was fired as police en-
tered, and police saw Mer-
idy with a gun in his hand 
and fired back.

Sepic said firearms analy-
sis determined that the two 
troopers who entered the 
room each fired six rounds. 
At autopsy, Meridy was 
found to have been struck 
by nine rounds, the prosecu-
tor said. The bullet from the 
shot heard before police en-
tered the room was found in 
a box spring of the bed. 
Firearms experts deter-
mined that two shots had 
come from a .22-cal., six-
shot revolver lying on the 
floor near Meridy. 

Sepic said that under the 
circumstances, the use of 
force was reasonable and 
necessary and the police of-
ficers acted in self-defense 
and in defense of the wom-

an being held hostage. 
“While Mr. Meridy’s 

death is extremely unfor-
tunate, the skilled and he-
roic actions on the part of 
Michigan State Police ES 
team members prevented 
this tragedy from being 
significantly worse,” Sepic 
stated in a news release 
announcing his decision 
not to seek charges against 
the police officers.

The prosecutor said that 
had Meridy survived, he 
likely would have been 
charged with kidnapping, 
unlawful imprisonment, 
several counts of assault 
with a dangerous weapon, 
assault with intent to mur-
der and first-degree crimi-
nal sexual conduct.

State police were assisted 
at the scene and throughout 
the investigation by the 
FBI, the Berrien County 
Sheriff’s Office and Benton 
Township police.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa
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Harbor, pastor of  Keep It 
Real Ministries, said he 
was not only Varrie’s doc-
tor, but a fellow pastor 
and friend.

“We considered our-
selves to be brothers,” 
Tynes said. “He was like 
a God-parent to my 
kids.”

He said he worked with 
Varrie to provide relief  
after several tragedies, in-
cluding after Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005 and after 
the Haiti earthquake in 
2010.

“In Flint, not only did 

we send water, but we ac-
tually donated money to 
put people up in hotels 
who were working to pass 
out the water,” Tynes 
said. 

He  said Varrie was 
planning to ride with him 
Saturday as they took 
more bottled water to the 
people in Flint.

“He was always open to 
helping anybody and ev-
erybody who was posi-
tive,” he said. “It didn’t 
matter if  you had just got 
out of  jail, if  you were 
strung out on drugs. He 
would help you believe in 
yourself.”

An associate pastor at 
Pilgrim Rest, Rod Jen-

nings of  Benton Harbor, 
said he started attending 
the church in 1986 as a 
“wild 19-year-old.”

“I was in and out (of 
church), but I kept com-
ing back,” he said. “God 
lassoed me in through 
Pastor Varrie.”

He said he gave his life 
to God in 1989 and start-
ed being a minister in 
1992 under Varrie.

Benton Township Po-
lice Chief  Vincent Fetke 
said he had a great work-
ing relationship with Var-
rie.

“(He) would often com-
municate concerns that he 
and other pastors be-
lieved would help com-

munity relations involv-
ing law enforcement,” he 
stated in an emailed state-
ment. “Rev. Varrie was 
very compassionate in his 
beliefs and for all people 
in general. His presence 
will be greatly missed by 
all.”

Varrie was also the 
president of  the Benton 
Township Housing Com-
mission.

Township Clerk Caro-
lyn Phillips said Varrie 
was a member of  the 
commission for more 
than 10 years and was re-
cently reappointed to an-
other five-year term. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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Hess Lake Park, Brow 
said.

“We have quite a few 
burials,” Brow said. 
“We’re not charging 
enough for burials, for 
openings and closings. 
We’re not even breaking 
even on burials, we’re los-
ing quite a bit of  money.”

The board, which has 
long been reluctant to 
raise rates, has increased 
the cost of  cemetery plots 
from $50 to said.

The board is looking at 
“spreading costs more 
fairly,” Brow said.

For example, the town-
ship covers  two-thirds of 
the cost of  maintaining 
the municipal building, 
used by Baroda Township 
and Baroda, while the vil-
lage pays one-third. Brow 
said he’s going to propose 
a new pay structure – the 
township pays 50 percent, 
the village 40 percent, and 
the fire department, 
which stores some items 
in the municipal building, 
10 percent.

While that would save 
some money for the town-
ship, it won’t save enough 
money, Brow said.

Compounding the 
problem is that the gen-
eral fund has been clob-
bered with a number 
of  expenses, Brow said 
– $25,000 for legal ex-
penses in a lawsuit, a 
$26,820 drain assess-
ment, $80,000 for a local 
match to get a $267,000 
park grant, $13,400 for 
road improvements – 
there will be road charges 
of  $15,400 in 2017 – and 
$20,000 for health insur-
ance.

“We probably should 
have given it a little more 
thought before we rolled 
back our millage,” Brow 

said. “We should have 
just left it alone” at the 1 
mill rate.

But that was back in the 
days when the township 
had $350,000 in reserves 
and expenses weren’t so 
high, Brow said.

It won’t cost voters 
much to agree to the 1 
mill, Brow said. If  the 

measure is approved, the 
owner of  a house with a 
taxable valuation of 
$100,000 would pay an 
additional $22 in annual 
property taxes.

The March 8 election is 
a presidential primary, 
and voters who want to 
take part in the primary 
will have to declare 

whether the want to vote 
in the Democratic or Re-
publican primary. How-
ever, Baroda voters who 
do not want to vote in the 
presidential primary may 
ask for a ballot on the 
millage proposal alone.

Polls on March 8 will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m.

William F. Ast III / HP Correspondent

Baroda Township Supervisor Jim Brow says the township’s continuing use of this 40-year-old 
International Harvester pickup truck is an example of how the township has tried to hold down 
expenses. The truck, once used by the fire department to get to off-road areas and now used 
mostly to haul lawnmowers to cemeteries and parks, “has been in some pretty tough spots,” 
Brow said. The truck’s deterioration shows up in a number of ways, he said – workers, for 
example, are reluctant to raise the hood, as it may take them several minutes to get it closed 
again, due to a rusting engine compartment.

BARODA
From page A1


