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LOCAL & STATE

Photos by Louise Wrege / HP staff

Workers from Kalleward Group of Kalamazoo pour concrete Friday for new sidewalks that are part of the Union Park project in 
Benton Harbor.

BENTON HARBOR — 
The baseball fi elds at Union 
Park in Benton Harbor will 
soon be loaded now that 
completion of renovations 
is near.

Gary Kalleward, proj-
ect manager of Kalleward 
Group in Kalamazoo, said 
all of the work will be done 
by April 15 if  weather co-
operates.

He said the new conces-
sion stand and restroom 
building in the park’s cen-
ter is 90 percent done. And 
on Friday, he said workers 
were pouring the last of the 
sidewalks that will make up 
a 1-mile walking trail in and 
around the park.

“There will be mile-
marker signs along the way 
for encouragement and dis-
tance marking,” said  Amy 
Cook, project manager 
from Abonmarche in Ben-
ton Harbor.

She said the mile of side-
walks includes the city side-
walks that  surround the 
park. 

“That’s going to be really 

good, particularly, for our 
senior citizens and some of 
our older residents who like 
to walk and exercise,” said 
Stephannnie Harvey-Van-
denberg, president of the 
Benton Harbor Parks and 
Recreation Conservancy. 
“The park’s designed for 

everyone, not just the kids.”
Cook said the work is ex-

pected to be completed two 
weeks ahead of the May 1 
due date.

“You can see the im-
provements being made to 
the ball fi elds, the bleach-
ers, the dugouts,” she said. 

“The old press box is down. 
An existing press box is get-
ting a new coat of paint.”

The project is funded 
with a $300,000 grant 
the city received from the 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources late in 
2013. Another $110,000 
is coming from the city’s 
federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant dis-
bursement. Cash donations 
and donated labor make up 
another $49,800.

A new tot lot is being 
funded  through a grant 
from the Berrien County 
Health Department.

In addition, Harvey-
Vandenberg said the $7,000 
raised during the Twin Cit-
ies Thanksgiving Day Tur-
key Trot in 2015 will pay for 
a new electronic sign for the 
youth baseball fi eld.

She said Union Park 
along with the city’s other 
12 parks will be cleaned up 
during the conservancy’s 
annual cleanup day April 
22. For more informa-
tion, email her at svanden-
berg1802@gmail.com.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Union Park work appears 
to beat May 1 deadline

Amy Cook, right, and Stephannnie Harvey-Vandenberg discuss 
Friday the renovation for Union Park, which is expected to be 
completed April 15. Cook is the project manager from Abon-
marche in Benton Harbor. Harvey-Vandenberg is president of the 
Benton Harbor Parks and Recreation Conservancy.

SOUTH HAVEN 
— The Historical Associa-
tion of South Haven has 
received a surprise boost in 
funding after raising more 
than $300,000 to restore 
the city’s historic light-
house.

The Michigan Light-
house Assistance Program 
notifi ed the history orga-
nization by letter this week 
it is in line for a $60,000 
grant to renovate the metal 
exterior of the 113-year-
old beacon.

“Your organization’s 
dedication to preserving 
Michigan’s historic re-
sources is to be commend-
ed,” said Brian Conway, 
state historic preservation 
offi cer for the Michigan 
State Housing Develop-
ment Authority, which 
oversees the Lighthouse 
Assistance Program.

News of  the award 
pleased Ed Appleyard, 
treasurer of  the histori-
cal association, which 
applied for the grant last 
year, in the midst of  its 
lighthouse fundraising 
campaign.

“I really didn’t expect we 
would get it,” Appleyard 
said. “There are so many 
other worthy organiza-
tions out there vying for 
grant funding.”

Restoration of the bea-
con’s interior began in 
November of 2015 and is 
nearing completion.

Workers from Mihm En-
terprises spent last week 
replacing steel bulkheads 
at the top of the beacon.

“Interior painting will 

happen this week, weath-
er permitting,” said Tom 
Renner, a member of the 
Lighthouse Fundraising 
Committee. “Then new 
windows will be installed.”

Just when the exterior 
work will commence has 
not been decided.

The historical associa-
tion had hoped to award 
bids for the project later 
this month. However, it 
will now have to follow 
requirements of the grant 
agreement.

“The requirements for 
the grant will likely delay 
the start of the exterior 
work, and we may have to 
put it off until after Labor 
Day,” Appleyard said. “We 
don’t want it (the pier and 
lighthouse) closed during 
the summer months.”

Once work begins, the 
beacon and the end of the 
south pier will be off lim-
its to the general public. 
People will still be able to 
walk the pier, but only to 
within 50-60 feet of the 
lighthouse, which will be 
encapsulated.

Restoration of the exte-
rior will take 9-12 weeks, 
weather permitting, Ap-
pleyard said.

In the meantime, the 
historical association will 
work with city staff to cre-
ate a walkway and memo-
rial wall in honor of the 
campaign’s major donors. 
The walkway will be lined 
with memorial brick pav-
ers purchased by contribu-
tors to the lighthouse res-
toration fund.

“We hope that this part 
of the project will be done 
by the end of June,” Apple-
yard said. 

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

SH lighthouse 
effort lands grant

NILES —  A history 
class assignment at Niles 
High School this week in 
which a student dressed 
in a Ku Klux Klan cos-
tume has proved contro-
versial.

School district offi cials 
have apologized for the 
incident, but public com-
ments on Facebook pages 
of area media outlets have 
been mixed on whether it 
should be considered a big 
deal.

District offi cials were 
not available for comment 
late Friday as spring break 
started earlier in the day, 
but the district’s public re-
lations fi rm put out a state-
ment.

The statement didn’t 
specify the props district 
offi cials found offensive, 
but a photo provided to 
South Bend television 
stations shows a student 
dressed in a KKK cos-
tume. The incident came to 
public light when several 
parents contacted the  sta-
tions.

“While re-enacting a se-
ries of educational skits 
for a U.S. history class, 
one group of Niles High 
School students chose to 

explore topics related to 
racism,” the district’s state-
ment noted.

“As part of their in-class 
skit, they included props 
and costumes set during 
specifi c decades. The in-
clusion of these props and 
costumes was highly inap-
propriate and insensitive. 
An investigation into the 
approval process for the 
skits and related classroom 
oversight is underway.”

District offi cials went on 
to apologize.

“Niles Community 
Schools and Niles High 
School understands the 
extreme sensitivity around 
this issue and does not con-
done or support this type 
of reenactment,” the state-
ment read. “Niles High 
School administration is 
committed to supporting 
diversity and fostering an 
environment to encourage 
future student success. We 
sincerely apologize to our 
entire community for this 
incident.”

“How is this appropri-
ate on any level?” Tomi-
ka Bomer asked on the 
WNDU Facebook page. 
On the other hand, Josh-
ua Price said on the same 
page, “If we don’t teach 
the truth in history we are 
bound to repeat it.”

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Klan costume 
not sitting well 
with some in Niles

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Three teens told police they 
damaged grave markers in 
Geneva Township out of 
boredom, the Van Buren 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce re-
ported.

Sgt. Dennis Harvey said 
Friday citizen tips led to 

Thursday’s arrest of the 
three three juveniles. The 
two boys, 15, and a girl, 13, 
were turned over to their 
parents.

“They said they did it 
for fun because they were 
bored,” Harvey said.

The incident occurred af-

ter dark March 19 at Laco-
ta Cemetery along Baseline 
Road near the border with 
Allegan County. About 30 
headstones were toppled. 
Geneva Township is prom-
ising to make repairs.

Harvey  said reports are 
being completed and will 

be submitted to the coun-
ty prosecutor’s offi ce. The 
three would likely be peti-
tioned to juvenile court.

One boy lives in Lacota, 
near the cemetery, Harvey 
said. The other boy and the 
girl live in the South Haven 
area. 

3 admit to cemetery damage, authorities say

Russian ballet 
company to play LMC

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan Col-
lege has accepted a  $2,500 
Heart of Cook Foundation 
grant to offset the costs of 
bringing the Russian Na-
tional Ballet to the Mendel 
Center on Jan. 20, for a per-
formance of “Cinderella.”

The production costs 

are about $30,000, which 
the college will cover 
through corporate spon-
sorships, ticket sales and 
the grant.

“It’s a small grant, but it’s 
allowing us to bring in the 
Russian National Ballet,” 
Spielvogel said. “We do try 
and provide performing 
arts activities for our re-
gion, and this is one of the 
expenses we incur.

LMC sets career, 
transfer fair

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  —  Job seekers and 
students looking to transfer 
to four-year colleges and 
universities are invited to 
attend the Lake Michigan 
College Career and Trans-
fer Fair from 10:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 
6 at the Napier Avenue 

campus, LMC reported.
The Career Fair will be 

in the gymnasium and the 
Transfer Fair will be in the 
Hall of Pride, both are on 
the building’s fi rst fl oor.

Attendance is free and 
students and job seekers 
from the college and com-
munity are welcome to talk 
with representatives from 
20 colleges and 30  area 
companies. 

IN BRIEF

DETROIT (AP) — Most 
major automakers reported 
U.S. sales gains last month 
as stronger employment 
fi gures and consumer confi -
dence drove the auto indus-
try to its best March in 16 
years.

But the sales growth 
rate appeared to be slow-
ing as brisk SUV and truck 

sales barely offset falling 
car sales. Some automak-
ers had to raise discounts 
on cars or peddle more of 
them to rental companies. 
That could mean better 
deals for car buyers down 
the road.

Overall, U.S. sales rose 
3.2 percent to 1.59 million, 
the best March since 2000, 

according to Kelley Blue 
Book. But the growth was 
only about half of last year’s 
6 percent increase. Car sales 
dropped 6 percent, while 
SUVs and trucks were up 
11 percent, according to 
Autodata Corp.

Ford, Honda, Fiat Chrys-
ler, Nissan, Hyundai and 
General Motors all report-

ed increases, largely driven 
by SUVs and trucks. But 
Toyota sales fell nearly 3 
percent as rising SUV num-
bers couldn’t overcome car 
sales that fell almost 10 per-
cent. Toyota’s Camry, the 
top-selling car in the U.S., 
saw sales drop 9 percent to 
just under 37,000.

The sales fi gures, coupled 

with Friday’s announce-
ment that U.S. employ-
ers added 215,000 jobs in 
March, showed that the 
economy remained healthy 
despite stock market tur-
moil. Unemployment rose 
slightly to 5 percent, but 
that was because the num-
ber of Americans looking 
for work has increased.

It all means that auto 
sales will continue to lead 
economic growth, said 
Mustafa Mohatarem, 
GM’s chief economist. “We 
expect historically low in-
terest rates, strong employ-
ment, rising wages and sta-
ble fuel prices to continue 
for the foreseeable future,” 
he said.

Automakers report best March sales in United States in 16 years


