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LOCAL & STATE

TIME CAPSULE

A Berrien County sheriff’s officer eyes the damage after a March 4, 1976, storm tore through the Lincolnwood Estates 
Mobile Home Park, now called Spring Lake Mobile Home Park, at 604 W. John Beers Road in Lincoln Township. Seven 
people suffered injuries, six hospitalized, when 80 mph winds damaged and even flipped over 13 mobile homes. 

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If you would like to share a nostalgic 
comment about this photo, please join the discussion on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

Answering the call

Brian Lieberg has never 
forgotten the night his 

father survived a bad car 
accident. He was freed from 
the wreckage of a mangled 
vehicle by volunteers from 
the Royalton Township 
Fire Department.

Now a volunteer for that 
same department, Lieberg, 
a lieutenant, rarely misses 
a fi re call or a training ses-
sion. Every call, he reminds 
himself, involves someone’s 
mother, father, brother, sis-
ter, son or daughter. 

Lieberg, 47, of  St. Joseph 
is director of surveying at 
Wightman & Associates, 
based in Benton Township. 
He credits his employer 
for letting him leave work 
to answer fi re calls during 
the day, a time when when 
most fi re departments 
struggle to get enough re-
sponders.

Lieberg recently was cho-
sen by his peers to be the 
Royalton Township Fire 
Department’s fi refi ghter of 
the year. Herald-Palladium 

Staff  Writer Julie Swidwa 
caught up with Lieberg 
at the fi re  station on East 
John Beers Road.

How much time do you 
devote to this?

As a lieutenant now, I 
would say I average four to 
six hours a week. There’s 
a certain amount of man-
datory training to keep up 
with your certifi cations. 
We also have a department 
policy that we want to re-
spond to a certain percent-
age of the calls. It’s part of 
my service.

I volunteer to do this, so 
when I get a call I treat it 
as if  it were my own house, 
and I respond to the calls.

It helps that  I have an 
employer that will let me 
leave for calls during the 
day. That’s nice from an 
employee perspective that 
they respect the commu-
nity enough to allow us to 
leave. Some guys have jobs 
that are outside the area, or 
their employers won’t let 
them leave to go to calls. I 

have a pager, and if  I get 
a call while I’m at work I 
can get up, get in my car, 
leave, drive here and get on 
a truck and help out.

What made you want to 
become a fi refi ghter?

Some of my friends from 
high school were volunteer 
fi refi ghters before I was. 
My dad was involved in a 
very serious car accident 
right before Christmas in, 
I think, 1994. Royalton 
Township got that call. My 
dad was trapped in his car 
and they were able to use 
the jaws (extrication tool) 
and get him out. It kind of 
hit home that if  those guys 
hadn’t been there to help 
my dad out of that car, 
who would have? When it 
hits close to you, you think 
if  not me, who? I joined af-
ter that.

Does anyone else in your 
family do fi refi ghting?

Nope. I’m the fi rst one. 
I have a son, Austin, 16; 
and a daughter, Ashlyn, 19. 
My son comes up here with 

me. Now that I’m a lieu-
tenant, one of my duties 
is to maintain the trucks 
every month, check the oil, 
make sure the equipment is 
running. My son kind of 
enjoys it, so he comes up 
here and helps me out. So, 
hopefully, he might be the 
second generation of fi re-
fi ghters.

There’s a program 
through the high schools in 
the area that provides the 
base training. There’s like 
250 hours that goes into 

the training, then there’s 
practicals and the exam. 
So having a program set up 
for kids who are interested 
is good. My son can get his 
certifi cations while he’s in 
high school and then when 
he graduates or turns 18 he 
could join the department.

What do you like best 
about being a fi refi ghter?

A few things. I like the 
camaraderie with the mem-
bers. I went to school with 
a lot of them, we live near 
each other, we do things 

outside the fi re station, a 
lot of our families know 
each other. And it’s a way 
for me to give back to my 
community, to the people 
in the area. There’s a sense 
that when we get called to a 
fi re or an accident, it’s usu-
ally that person’s worst day 
of their life. So to be able 
to go and help somebody 
through what’s possibly the 
worst day of their life is re-
warding.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Brian Lieberg 
dedicated to 
Royalton FD

Don Campbell / HP staff

Royalton Township firefighter of the year Lt. Brian Lieberg is pictured in the department’s newest 
rig, a fire/rescue pumper truck.

Q & A
LT. BRIAN LIEBERG

LMC sets computer 
camp for kids

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  — A new kind of 
day camp is coming to 
Lake Michigan College 
this  summer for computer-
savvy kids 8-14, LMC an-
nounced.

Week-long workshops 
range from beginner to ad-
vanced and cover subjects 
like video game design, app 
design, animation and cod-
ing.

The program is designed 
by Black Rocket Produc-
tions, an international 
organization, which has 
been providing digital arts 
courses for 14 years. Stu-
dent-created projects will 
be available on a password-
protected website to share 
with family and friends.

The fi rst camp begins 
June 6. Each camp is priced 
at $149 and will be on 
LMC’s main campus, Mon-
day through Friday, for 
three hours per day. Regis-
tration is available online at 
www.lakemichigancollege.
edu/camps or by calling 
926-6832.

LMC is recruiting in-
structors to teach the camps. 
Technically profi cient 
adults who enjoy working 
with middle-school-aged 
children can apply at www.
lakemichigancollege.edu/
blackrocket. Training and 
a fi nancial stipend will be 
provided.

The following programs 
will be offered:
• MAKE YOUR FIRST VIDEO 

GAME: The class introduces 
the keys to designing a 2D 
platformer game. Concep-
tualization, play experience, 
challenge levels, graphics, 
sounds and simple coding 
will be explored. No expe-
rience necessary. June 6-10. 
Ages 8-10, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Ages 11-14, 1-4 p.m. 
• MINECRAFT DESIGN-

ERS:  Students will learn 
the basics of creating 3D 
models using new software 
to design objects, create 
skins for characters and im-
port them into Minecraft 
games. To use their project 
from  home, students must 
own a PC/MAC version of 
Minecraft. Tablet, phone, 
and game console versions 
of Minecraft are not com-
patible.  June 13-17. Ages 
11-14, 9 a.m.-noon. Ages 
8-10, 1-4 p.m.
•  APP ATTACK: Students 

will explore the world of 
web-based (HTML5) mo-
bile apps. The basics of mo-
bile app design and game 
development, as well as app 
publishing functions will be 
introduced. No experience 
is necessary and students 
do not need to own a smart-
phone or tablet to take the 
class.  June 20-24. Ages 11-
14, 9 a.m. -noon. Ages 8-10, 
1-4 p.m. 
•  MAKE YOUR FIRST 3D 

VIDEO GAME: June 27 to July 
1. Ages 8-10, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Ages 11-14, 1-4 p.m.
• MINECRAFT ANIMA-

TORS:  Students will learn 
how studios like Pixar and 
Disney make movies like 
“Inside Out” and “Frozen.” 
July 11-15. Ages 11-14, 9 
a.m.-noon. Ages 8-10, 1-4 
p.m.
•  APP ADVENTURES: THE 

NEXT LEVEL!:  The camp 
moves past the basics 
learned in App Attack, 
though the previous camp 
is not required.  July 18-22. 
Ages 11-14, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Ages 8-10, 1-4 p.m.
•  CODE BREAKER:  Stu-

dents will learn the basics 
of coding languages like 
HTML, JavaScript, and 
CSS through a series of web 
projects. July 25-29. Ages 
11-14, 9 a.m.-noon. Ages 
8-10, 1-4 p.m.

Washtenaw Co. commissioner says no to email

ANN ARBOR — Ron-
nie Peterson communi-
cates differently.

The Washtenaw County 
Commissioner from Yp-
silanti is known for giv-
ing extended speeches at 
board meetings – and for 
electronic silence, the Ann 
Arbor News reported.

“If you look at it histori-
cally, I just never really got 
into email,” he said in an 
interview. “Anyone will tell 
you that.”

Peterson has eschewed 
the ubiquitous form of 
communication for years 

for ideological as well 
as personal reasons. He 
claims too much board 
business is handled via 
email, which he sees as out 
of the public eye.

“If  you get consensus by 
email then you don’t dis-
cuss anything at the meet-
ings in the public eye,” he 
said. “I’ve always said that. 
It’s not good for minorities 
when things happen out of 
the public eye.”

A Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request fi led by 
the Ann Arbor News for 
emails to and from Pe-
terson regarding the con-
troversy surrounding the 
merging of Ann Arbor 

and Ypsilanti’s convention 
and visitors bureaus re-
vealed hundreds of emails 
sent to the commissioner 
with zero responses.

Peterson said he does 
respond to all constituents 
who send him an email and 
include their phone num-
bers.

“If  you’d like to com-
municate with me I’d like 
you to talk to me,” he said. 
“It’s too much for me to do 
email. I’m too busy to be 
fooling around with it.”

One of the reasons Pe-
terson does not respond to 
emails is his lack of home 
computer. To check his 
email, the commissioner 

regularly visits the county’s 
administration building in 
downtown Ann Arbor.

“I do have a computer,” 
he said. “But I don’t have a 
connection, I don’t think. I 
do have one at home, it’s in 
the closet on the fl oor.”

Peterson said he’s sent 
maybe three or four emails 
in the past 10 years, and he 
has no plans to ramp up 
that pace.

“I think it’s what gets 
you in trouble,” he said. 
“Anything I have to say I 
say in the meetings, in the 
public eye as part of public 
discussion. If  you’re upset 
with me, just call me, I’m 
not going to be emailing.”

By BEN FREED 
The Ann Arbor News

IN BRIEF
Car crashes into 
accident scene

An allegedly unlicensed 
driver lost control of  his 
vehicle Saturday night on 
an icy bridge and crashed 
into an accident scene 
where emergency person-
nel were trying to extri-
cate two injured occupants 
from another vehicle, ac-
cording to news release 
from the Niles post of  the 
Michigan State Police.

The release stated that 
the fi rst accident occurred 
at approximately 9:25 p.m. 
on a bridge over the St. Jo-
seph River on US-12 near 
Bond Street when an east-
bound Mercury sedan slid 
on the ice, crossed the cen-
ter line and was struck by a 
westbound Acura.

While emergency person-
nel tended to occupants of 
the Mercury, an eastbound 
Ford Mustang slid on the 
icy bridge  and  struck a 

Niles Township fi re truck 
and the Mercury, causing 
minor injuries to a deputy, 
a paramedic and a nurse 
assisting at the scene, ac-
cording to the release.

All occupants of  the 
Mercury were transported 
to Memorial Hospital in 
South Bend.

The release stated that 
driving too fast for icy 
conditions is believed to 
be a factor in both crashes 
and that the driver of  the 

Mustang did not have a li-
cense. Further charges for 
the driver of  the Mustang 
will be reviewed by the 
prosecutor’s offi ce.

Museum offering 
cinematic experience

DEARBORN (AP) — 
The Henry Ford Museum 
is offering a more-vibrant 
cinematic experience that 
features new projection, 
sound and seating.

The upgraded Giant 
Screen Experience starts 
Monday at the museum 
in the Detroit suburb of 
Dearborn. “National 
Parks Adventure” will be 
shown in 3D. It’s an im-
mersive fi lm that takes 
audiences soaring up ex-
posed rock faces and hur-
tling down steep mountain 
cliffs.

The theater will be a 
venue for the Cinetopia 
International Film Fes-

tival in June, a Thursday 
Night Flix series and fea-
ture fi lms that explore the 
American experience.

The museum is part of 
The Henry Ford, a history 
attraction that includes 
Greenfi eld Village. Patri-
cia Mooradian, president 
of  The Henry Ford, says 
in a statement that the 
Giant Screen Experience 
provides “the most stun-
ning and lifelike cinematic 
experiences out there.”


