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Van Buren County 
gets new police dog

PAW PAW — The Van 
Buren County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce will soon have an-
other offi cer on patrol: 
a furry, four-legged one 
called Blitz.

Lt. David Walker this 
week announced Blitz is 
training with his handler, 
Sgt. Tony Evans, in the 
offi ce’s K-9 Unit.

Blitz is a 2-year-old 
German Shepherd mix 
born and raised in the 
Netherlands.

He came to Michigan a 
few months ago, and was 
purchased through Blue 
Lake Police K-9s of  De-
troit, Walker said.

He succeeds Evans’ late 
K-9 offi cer partner Goli-
ath, who died of  cancer in 
late January.

Goliath  had been with 
the force for more than 
10 years, and helped his 
fellow offi cers take more 
than $1.25 million worth 
of  illegal drugs off  the 
streets.

Evans is working with 
his new K-9 partner. Af-
ter the training period is 
completed Blitz will be 
certifi ed for duty, Walker 
said.

The sheriff ’s offi ce has 
two other police dogs.

They are Tico, who is 
the partner to handler 
Deputy Jason Stasienko; 
and Temo, whose handler 
is Deputy Scott Schmitt.

The police dogs are 
trained to sniff  out drugs, 
track suspects and help 
offi cers apprehend sus-
pects.

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer
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LOCAL & STATE
Carolla resigns from SJ school board

ST. JOSEPH — Another 
trustee is leaving the St. Jo-
seph Board of Education.

Corey Carolla resigned 
Tuesday after notifying the 
board of his decision. Ac-
cording to a district press 
release, Carolla resigned 
because he accepted a posi-
tion that will take him and 

his family out of the area.
“It is with great regret 

that I will not be a part of 
this amazing team any lon-
ger,” Carolla stated in the 
release. “I will truly miss 
the professionalism, lead-
ership and commitment to 
the district by my fellow 
board members, the admin-
istration, staff, parents and 
the students.”

According to Herald-
Palladium archives, Carolla 
was elected to the board in 
November 2014 to take the 
seat vacated by Bill Chick-
ering, who ran for a spot on 
the Berrien County Board 
of Commissioners.

At the 
time he was 
elected, Ca-
rolla was 
the senior 
director of 
business and 
community 
development 
for Kinexus – 
having been with the work 
force development agency 
since February 2012.

Superintendent Ann 
Cardon and Board Presi-
dent Amy Porritt-Peirce 
released joint statements in 
response  to Carolla’s deci-
sion.

“I am sad to see Corey 

leave the Board of Educa-
tion,” Cardon wrote. “We 
wish Corey great success in 
his new endeavors.”

Porritt-Peirce added, 
“We are sorry to see Corey 
leave the Board of Educa-
tion and our community. 
We appreciated his insights 
on public education and 
wish him and his family the 
very best.”

Carolla’s term would 
have expired in 2018.

Finding another trustee
The board still has sev-

eral applications from the 
last vacancy in January 
from when Tamara Patrick 

resigned as the board’s vice 
president. Cardon said they 
planned to refer to those 
applications to fi ll the cur-
rent vacancy.

Like Carolla, Patrick 
also accepted a job that re-
quired her to move out of 
the area.

Instead of holding for-
mal interviews like the 
board did with the previ-
ous vacancy, Cardon said 
trustees are reaching out 
to the potential applicants 
because the position would 
only be held until the No-
vember election.

The person appointed to 
Carolla’s seat will have the 

opportunity to apply for an 
open seat in the November 
election. Since Patrick’s 
replacement, Barry Cony-
beare, was named to the 
board in February, there 
are now two two-year posi-
tions and one six-year po-
sition up for a vote on the 
November ballot.

Cardon said the board 
wants to have the new 
board member sworn in at 
the April 11 board meeting.

There will be no April 
4 study session, as it co-
incides with the district’s 
spring break.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Board to review 
applications for 
previous vacancy
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The St. Joseph Department of Public Safety reported that someone vandalized several markers at Lakeview Cemetery at 
1918 Lakeview Drive, including the one shown here. The department is seeking information about who is responsible. Any-
one with information can contact the department at 985-0300, use the anonymous tip line 985-0301, or leave a message on 
the Facebook page. Lakeview is the oldest city cemetery, with gravesites dating to the early 1800s.

LAKEVIEW CEMETERY VANDALISM Pagel files 
for re-election

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
—  State Rep. Dave Pagel 
fi led for re-election Thurs-
day for  the 78th State 
House District.

P a g e l , 
R - B e r r i e n 
Springs, is 
seeking his 
third consec-
utive term.

“Our state 
faces great 
challenges in 
the cities of 
Flint and Detroit, and yet 
we are also seeing a grow-
ing economy and better em-
ployment numbers,” Pagel 
stated in a news release. “I 
look forward to continuing 
to serve my district, to solve 
problems for my constitu-
ents, and to work to build a 
stronger Michigan.”

Pagel said he’s been active 
on policy and appropria-
tions committees, including 

ones dealing with local gov-
ernment, education, agri-
culture and corrections.

“I will continue to focus 
on education, agricultural 
and local government is-
sues because of my back-
ground and experience, and 
will also continue the effort 
to lower automobile insur-
ance costs,” Pagel said. “My 
promise is to represent the 
great Southwest of Michi-
gan with integrity, common 
sense and accountability.”

Pagel served 14 years as 
the president of the Berrien 
Springs Board of Educa-
tion and four years as chair-
man of the Berrien County 
Board of Commissioners 
before running for a seat in 
Michigan’s House of Rep-
resentatives.

It is unknown at this time 
if  Pagel is being challenged 
for the Republican nomina-
tion.

The 78th district is made 
up of southern  Berrien 
County and parts of west-
ern Cass County. Pagel’s 
campaign can be found at 
www.davepagel.org.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

State representative 
seeking third term 
for 78th District

PAGEL
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Van Buren County Sheriff’s Sgt. Tony Evans poses for a photo 
with his new K-9 partner Blitz. The two are in training together.

Pokagons, NB Twp. 
settle legal disputes

NEW BUFFALO —  A 
settlement has been reached 
in the 2 1/2-year dispute be-
tween New Buffalo Town-
ship and The Pokagon 
Fund over the authority to 
appoint representatives to 
the fund’s board of direc-
tors.

The dispute dates to 
October 2013 when TPF 
removed Township Clerk 
Paul Oselka from its board 
“for cause” related to con-
fl ict of interest charges, 
which it said could threaten 
its nonprofi t status. Oselka 
denied any confl ict of inter-
est. The township sued the 
fund in Berrien Trial Court, 
contending TPF “wrong-
fully and without legal au-
thority” removed Oselka.

The parties agreed there 
was never any “self-deal-
ing” or private gain by Os-
elka while the township’s 
representative to the fund. 
At the same time, the agree-
ment acknowledged that 
the fund had “a legitimate 
dispute and disagreement 
over whether there were 
any undisclosed confl icts 
justifying the (Oselka’s) re-
moval.”

The consent agreement 
reached March 30 dis-
missed the fownship’s suit 
but stipulated several agree-
ments between the two par-
ties that, in essence, give 
the township the authority 
to appoint its representa-

tive without fund oversight. 
The fund board  agreed to 
amend their bylaws to pro-
vide for the removal of a di-
rector for cause that is con-
sistent with Michigan law.

The township agreed Os-
elka won’t be ineligible for 
reappointment until Nov. 
3, 2020. Township Trustee 
Chuck Heit has been the 
township’s representative 
since January 2015. Trustee 
Pete Rahm represented the 
township in the interim.

“We are beyond thrilled 
that this settlement is be-
hind us. We appreciate very 
much The Pokagon Fund 
and the Pokagon Tribe that 
set it up for the wonderful 
programs and the many, 
many things is has allowed 
us to do,” said Township 
Supervisor Rosann Du-
diak.

In a statement released 
Wednesday, TPF Executive 
Director Janet Cocciarelli 
said the board believes the 
comprehensive agreement 
“recognizes the existence of 
complex issues that are best 
put to rest through compro-
mise rather than litigation.”

Cocciarelli  further  an-
nounced the two sides had 
reached an amicable agree-
ment to share equally in 
the cost of bike trails on 
Maudlin Road, with TPF 
reducing is claim for reim-
bursement of $56,800 in 
discretionary funds and 
the township agreeing to 
provide $56,800 for future 
community projects agreed 
to by TPF.

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent

Oselka can return to 
TPF board in 2020

See DISPUTES, page A4

LMC plots hands-on engineering program

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  — Lake Michigan 
College is starting a two-
year program for students 
interested in the hands-on 
business of  engineering.

The program will give 
students skills  to succeed 
in product design and 
manufacturing processes, 
LMC President Jennifer 
Spielvogel said.

“This is a program 
that will focus on things 
that support engineering 
research, (or) R&D (re-
search and development) 
activities that are going on 
... so they’ll have the skills 
and technique in all areas 

of  engineering,” she said.
Students who complete 

the program – which 
LMC board members ap-
proved last week – will 
get  an associates degree 
in applied science in engi-
neering technology. LMC 
will start the program this 
fall with 20 students.

The idea grew from  a 
January 2014 forum with 
local employers, said Les-
lie Kellogg, LMC’s vice 
president of  academic 
services, career and work 
force education.

“From their (employ-
ers’) perspective, they 
have individuals who are 
in their work force that 
have an aptitude for ap-
plied engineering, not 

theoretical engineering,” 
Kellogg said. “But there’s 
no local program option 
for them to get that en-
gineering tech academic 
credential. So they really 
wanted to see us develop 
a local program.”

Further research con-
vinced the college of  the 
need, Kellogg said.

“There’s two tracks in 
engineering. There’s the 
theoretical engineer, that 
places like Whirlpool re-
cruit from all over the 
world. There’s another 
track in engineering that 
we’re going to offer, which 
is engineering technology, 
which is really hands-
on work through R&D 
projects, and that kind of 

thing,” she said.
The program will be 

in the planned  Hanson 
Technology Center at 
the  Napier Avenue cam-
pus, where the college 
will house all its manufac-
turing technology classes.

Long-term, LMC plans 
to develop the program 
into a baccalaureate de-
gree, with a focus on 
controls and mechanical 
engineering, according to 
an outline prepared for 
the board.

Once the plan is in 
place, students will have 
an opportunity for a 
“3+1” option that allows 
them to earn a bachelor’s 
degree locally, Kellogg 
said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent


